
and 'Bulen that tbey Would'7, 
want him on the-ticket when: 
he had heard Reagan say so' 
Often he wanted a 'running 
mate who was philosophi-
cally_ compatible with him 
self. Ruckelshpus .said he .1 
considered himself more 
eral than SchwelkerAt Was 
for this ,....reascin , mainly, he 
said, that he felt the need to  
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Former Deputy Attorney 
General William D.-Ruckels-
haus,- one of 1the victims -of 
Presidenbo-1742#3,:PtnT" 
clif Wallis's:ROI!" of npi 
said last •night he received 
what he considered a "hard 
offer" to be Ronald Reagan's . 

• running mate three weeks 
ago. 	 u 

Ruckelshaus said he told 
John P. Sears, Reagan's chief. 
strategist, and L. Keith 
len, termer 'Republican na-
tional committeeman - from 
Indiana-,• who, he said ex-
tended the offe4 he would 
have id talkti to Reagan firsts ` 
They told himr,lie,said, they 
would set up' a mekting,and 	- 
get back to him. 	' 

But the --neict thing he 
heard, Riickelshaus sai d,  
was word fro& Bulen in a 
phone calt,  Sunday Iiight 
that because Reagan had 

• fallen behind `in the dele-
gate count it had been -de-
cided they had to ask. Sen. -‘ 
Richard S. Schweiker . of 
Pennsylvania to run, "to 
boost his chances" in the 
Northeast. Reagan an-
nounced: his choice, Monday,  
morning,  

• At Reagan ,headqUarters, 
" James Lake,,his press secre-
tary, denied that any hard 
offer had y ever been made 

See OFFER, A5, Col. 6_  

-`• OFFER, FrOiR Al. • ' 	• 	' 	•! 	• • • 
to Rtickelshaua.•• "They . 
[Seers and Bulen] talked. to • 
him to find out whether he'd 
have any interest, going back 

-as far as, four.  months, ago,'.' 
Lake, said. "But•there.neVer 
was a hard offer made until — 
the one to Beliveiker." 72  •' 

Burkelehausisaid the Offer' • 
came.. 	a 	with .. 
Sears and' Biden at, the Fed- . 
eral City Club inthe late .at- 
ternoon, 	or.about July! 8. 

. he said . S ear a.; had first ", 
broached the idea: about ., 
six. months. ,xgo and again 
about six. weeks ago, :before 
finally :•..saying.-4, they:  
pretty:I:Much" decided":.;., on 
him :three" weeks"' ago:- .,1. 

Offer; •-• Ruckeishaus.: 
said, was-premised.  "on the''' 

:assuraptien", -they *. were- • 
clearly' going' to Win 'the 
nomination and needed: help .. 
in the Middle :Wed • in 'the  
general 	Ruckel- 
shaus 'said he pointed °utile 4,•,•1 
was a delegate for President " 
Ford-and therefora"was not 

,.interested :before 2-,the con-,  ; 
vesition;" 'He' said". he• douldH 
consider the possibility only 
IUD/Jr:Ford lost the •ntardna • ' 
tion ta.Reagan,..4thui 
• Mt:hilt-V. his commitment ; 
to the President.: • _a "" • 

But in the intervening 
title, the former Justice De-
partment' official sa0; their 
confidenCe about *inning r,  
had: ..obviouslY4'4.11PPed, 
changing the".::1aseumption 
and hence;:t.hn.requireinent 
fora running mater ,:4" 

'Eiden"' bald 	Bunaar,  
night,.A011 said;:•lieviar.  /Jolty 
"They weren't - earrY 
thrOugW 	the: original of 
)fer they made„-but-I4 under 
stand that; 'because-  the 
gumption , 	which. :it -was 

..,..made had changed."...- ff •• . 	. 
ScliWeielter;rin ?accepting''; 

the '"nomination :4  Monday; 
made a Special point that he 
was 'Reagan's.' first" and only"" 
choice.. am proud "of.: the. 
leadership' GOvi,;Reagan :has 
shown hathis striking depar-
ture from the old-styleyo114) 
tics,” he said, "and I,-am,  

• Pecially-proudrta have been 
Gov. :Reagan's: firstmholee;  
not hiv-third, or fourth, • or 
fifth:choice lot, this.: post..., 
tion." • 

Auckelshatisi said he :•; 
pressed; 'surprise. to Sears 

• • 	'"'••••- 	.-y4144 

ney general; Who refusedo. 
' along with_ AttorneY GeW4 
era* Elliot 	"Riehitnison,, 
Nixon's order:- to fire Water 
gate Special Prosecutor -414 j 

-Archibald Coi, and "Ma &ads; 
with Richardson 
said his Watergate',: 
was"nOrmentkinecl. 

—
,' 

that's 'obviously whitflu& 
had-  in Mind," he 'eacclii 
way :neutralise .:the iNnter;" 
gate issue:-  ••• ' :" 


