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tzenbach to H
art. 

evade of D
eception 

by M
ark L

ane 
 

ust three days after the assassina-
tion of P

resident K
ennedy, D

epu-
ty A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral N

ich
olas 

K
atzen

b
ach

 sen
t a letter to th

e 
W

h
ite H

ou
se statin

g th
at "

th
e 

p
u

b
lic • m

u
st b

e sa
tisfied

 th
a
t 

O
sw

ald w
as the assassin; that he did not have 

confederates w
ho are still at large; and that the 

T
he "other m

atter" occupyingSen. 
H

art w
as an

 effort to su
bvert th

e 
w

ork of h
is ow

n
 C

om
m

ittee. 

evid
en

ce w
as su

ch
 th

at he w
ou

ld
 h

ave b
een

 
convicted at trial." T

he K
atzenbach directive to 

the W
hite H

ousecontinued,"speculationabout 
O

sw
ald

's m
otivation

 ou
gh

t to b
e cu

t off."
 A

t 
th

at tim
e, w

h
ile K

atzen
b

ach
 in

sisted
 th

at th
e 

W
h

ite H
ou

se sh
ou

ld
 con

d
em

n
 L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

a
ld

 a
s th

e lo
n

e a
ssa

ssin
, th

e W
a

rren
 

C
om

m
ission had not yet beenappointed and the 

F
B

I in
vestigation

 in
to th

e crim
e h

ad
 b

arely 
gotten under w

ay. 
K

atzen
b

ach
 recogn

ized
 th

e n
eed

 for th
e 

establishm
ent of som

e apparatus to support his 
rush to judgm

ent,and he urged the W
hite H

ouse 
to act sin

ce "
w

e sh
ou

ld
 h

ave som
e b

asis for 
rebutting though" that there w

as a "com
m

unist 
conspiracy" or "a right w

ing conspiracy*" T
hus 

b
efore O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 b
een

 d
ead

 24 h
ou

rs th
e 

extrem
ists of the center w

ere m
ovingtocover up 

the facts. 
E

ven m
ore illum

inating of the shadow
y role 

played by M
r. K

atzenbach w
as the lettei he sent  

to each m
em

ber of the W
arren C

om
m

iision on 
D

ec. 9, 1963; u
rgin

g th
at th

e C
om

m
ission

 
im

m
ediately issu

e a p
ress release statin

g th
at 

O
sw

ald w
as the lone assassin: H

ad the C
om

m
is-

sion
 acted

 favorab
ly u

p
on

 th
at d

irective, its 
im

age of in
tegrity w

ou
ld

 lik
ely h

ave b
een

 
th

orou
gh

ly com
p

rom
ised

, for th
e com

m
ission

 
w

as n
ot even

 to call its first w
itn

ess u
n

til tw
o 

m
onths m

ore had passed. 
T

h
e K

a
tzen

b
a
ch

 co
rresp

o
n

d
en

ce, su
p

-
p

ressed
 for tw

elve an
d

 on
e-h

alf years, w
as 

uncovered along w
ith other evidence by Senate 

S
elect C

om
m

ittee on
 In

telligen
ce, ch

aired
 b

y 
S

en
. F

ran
k

 C
h

u
rch

 (D
.-Id

ah
o). T

h
e C

om
m

it-
tee's final report w

as published last w
eek. T

his 

historic, w
ork

 w
as accom

p
lish

ed
 u

n
d

er th
e 

auspicesof Sen. R
ichard Schw

eiker(R
-P

a.)and 
G

ary H
art (D

-colo.). 
D

C
 is p

retty' m
u

ch
' a ch

ain
-of-com

m
an

d
 

tow
n, w

ith the pecking order thoroughly w
ell 

_estab
lish

ed
' an

d
 ad

h
ered

 to. T
h

erefore th
e 

_question arises: on w
hose behalf w

as a deputy 
attorney general sending directives to the new

 
P

resid
en

t an
d

 th
en

 to th
e m

em
b

ers of th
e 

P
resid

en
t's C

om
m

ission
, in

clu
d

in
g its ch

air- 
- m

an
, th

e C
h

ief Ju
stice of th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates? 
A

tapresscorderence held inconjunction w
ith 

the release of the report, Sen. Schw
eiker stated 

that he w
ould like to see that question answ

ered 
. an

d
 u

rged
 th

at it cou
ld

 b
e arran

ged
 if M

r. 
K

atzenbach w
as asked to explain his role w

hile 
under oath in an appearance before a C

ongres-
sional investigating com

m
ittee. 

• In
 its rep

ort, th
e C

h
u

rch
 C

om
m

ittee' con
- 

, ch
id

ed
 th

at it h
ad

 "
d

evelop
ed

 evid
en

ce w
h

ich
 

e, im
peaches the process by w

hich the intelligence 
es - agencies arrived at their ow

n conclusions about 
the assassinati,on, and by w

hich they provided 
inform

ation to the C
om

m
ission." T

he R
eport_ 

con
tin

u
es, "

th
e evid

en
ce in

d
icates th

at th
e 

investigation of the assassination w
as deficient 

and that facts w
hich m

ight have substantially 
• affected the course of the investigation w

ere not 
p

rovid
ed

 th
e W

arren
 C

om
m

ission
 or th

ose 
individuals w

ithin the F
B

I and the C
IA

, as w
ell 

as oth
er agen

cies of govern
m

en
t, w

h
o w

ere 
charged w

ith investigating the assassination." 
T

h
e sign

ifican
ce of th

at fin
d

in
g sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

exam
in

ed
 in

 th
e ligh

t of th
e W

arren
 com

m
is-

sion's early decision to secure no independent 
invegtigators and to rely instead forinform

ation 
upon the F

B
I, the C

IA
,and otherexistingpolice 

agencies. 

` T
h

e m
eth

od
 ch

osen
 b

y th
e p

olice agen
citt to , • 

prevent the W
arren C

om
m

ission from
 getting 

‘' the fact§ w
as Sim

ple, yet ingenious'. T
he report 

reveals that "senior F
B

I officials" and "senior 
C

IA
 officials"

 an
d

 "
sen

ior goverm
ien

t offi- 
cials" w

ere in possession of evidence that m
ight 

h
a

v
e b

een
 in

v
a

lu
a

b
le to

 th
e C

o
tim

issio
n

. 
S

en
ior officials ap

p
oin

ted
 m

id
d

le-ech
elon

 
b

u
reau

crats to liaison
 w

ith
 th

eir op
p

O
site 

n
u

m
b

ers at th
e W

arren
 C

om
m

ission
 an

d
 to 

share w
ith the C

om
m

ission representatives the 
evidence w

ith w
hich they w

ere fam
iliar, 

B
y d

en
yin

g th
e m

id
d

le-ech
elon

 officials 
access to th

e d
ecisive m

aterials, th
e p

olice 
agencies had constructed an obstacle that w

as 
• effective and invisible—

invisible because those 
charged w

ith the responsibility of briefing the 
C

om
niission w

ere acting in good faith and gave 
the appearance that they w

ere carryingouttheir 
assignm

ents fully. T
he intelligence coverupw

as 
operated on the old intelligence "need to know

" 
basis and the m

iddle-echelon representatives in 
m

an
y cases d

id
 n

ot k
n

ow
 h

ow
 th

ey h
ad

 b
een

 
u

tilized
 u

n
til th

ey testified
 b

efore th
e S

en
ate 

C
om

m
ittee. 

Sen. Schw
eiker, w

ho played the m
ajor partin 

d
irectin

gth
ecom

m
ittee'sw

ork
on

th
eassassin

a-
tion, recently sum

m
ed upthe im

plicationsof the 
S

en
a
te rep

o
rt. H

e, sa
id

 th
a
t th

e W
a
rren

 
C

om
m

ission's conclusions, including the con-- 
elusion that O

sw
ald w

as the lone assassin, had 
been rendered invalid since the basic evidence 
had been denied to the C

om
m

ission. H
e added 

that he supported the unanim
ous recom

thenda-
tion of the Senate C

om
m

ittee that the P
erm

an-
en

t S
en

ate S
elect C

om
m

ittee on
 In

telligen
ce 

"
con

tin
u

e th
e in

vestigation
 in

 an
 attem

p
t to 

resolve these questions." A
m

ong the questions 
to b

e resolved
, S

en
. S

ch
w

eik
er said

, are: W
h

o 
k

illed
 P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y? an
d

 W
h

y w
as h

e 
killed? 

T
hus m

ore than a decade after the W
arren 

R
ep

ort w
as issu

ed
, a S

en
ate com

m
ittee com

-
p

rised
 o

f th
o
se w

ith
 d

ifferin
g
 p

o
litica

l' 
(C

o
n

tin
u

ed
 o

n
 p

ag
e 13) 



O
(C F

K
 R

eport 
k- 

. 

ontinued from
 page 6) - 

!N
iew

points—
including S

ens. T
ow

er,poldw
at-

K
r, M

ondale, and B
aker—

rendered the W
arren 

(R
eport inoperable , and called for a serious_ 

jnvestigation to uncover the ancient coverup. 

T
h

e C
ou

n
ter-A

ttack
 

T
he A

m
erican - new

s -s,  m
edia, w

hich have 
sw

allow
ed w

hoe (but never really digested T
he 

W
arren R

eport since it w
as issued in Septem

ber 
1964), w

ere less unanim
ous in understanding 

and reporting the im
plications of the report that 

-disposed of it T
he m

edia am
biguity w

as aided 
by the curious part played by S

en. G
ary H

art, 
ostensibly a co-author of the new

 docum
ent but 

upon its com
pletion a leading figure in teh 

cam
paign to subvert it and to place its integrity 

in doubt. 
Som

e w
eeks ago w

hen the Senate C
om

m
ittee 

announced that it had unanim
ously recom

-
m

ended a new
 investigation into the assassina- 

I tion of P
resident K

ennedy, S
en. H

art told the 
press that the C

om
m

ittee had uncovered no 
evidence to place into question the fa

c
t that 

O
sw

ald w
astheloneassassin. T

husthe im
pact of 

th
e h

isto
ric d

eterm
in

atio
n
 o

f th
e S

en
ate 

C
om

m
ittee w

as blunted, as the N
ew

Y
ork tim

e
s
, 

for exam
ple, featured only S

en. H
art's assu-

rance that osw
ald rem

ained in solitary guilt. 
W

hen the full report w
as released to the m

ed ia 
last w

eek, Sen. C
hurchand Sen. Schw

eikerw
ere 

present. S
en. H

art's absence w
as noted by a 

reporter w
ho inquired about it at. the new

s 
conference; it w

as explained that S
en. hart had 

been detained on another m
atter. In fact w

hile 
m

em
bers of the C

itizens com
m

ission of Inquiry 
had been visiting Sen. Schw

eiker's office earlier 
in the day, C

B
S called to inform

 Sen. Schw
eiker 

that S
en. H

art w
as going to boycott the press 

conference. 
T

he "other m
atter" occupying S

en. H
art, a 

very junior senator, w
as an effort to subvert the 

w
ork of the C

om
m

ittee of w
hich- he w

as a  

m
em

ber. H
e had inform

ed the m
edia the night 

b
efo

re th
at th

e rep
o
rt th

at w
as ab

o
u
t to

 b
e 

released "contained nothing of interest". T
he 

next day w
hen the report w

as released Sen. H
art 

again urged the m
edia to ignore it since "our 

co
m

m
ittee co

u
ld

 fin
d
 n

o
 efid

en
ce at all to

 
question the fact that O

sw
ald w

as the lone 
assassin." T

hat assurance w
as given considera-

ble m
edia play despite the fact the C

om
m

ittee's 
investigation had never contem

plated that 
question. 

O
n the first page of its report, the C

om
m

ittee 
explained its scope: "T

he C
om

m
ittee did not 

review
 the findings and conclusions of the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission. It did not re-exam
ine the 

physical evidence w
hich the C

om
m

ission had. It 
did not review

 one of the principal questions 
facing the C

om
m

ission: w
hether L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald w
as in fact the assassin of P

resident 
K

ennedy." T
he report continued: "Instead the 

C
om

m
ittee exam

ined the perform
ance of the 

intelligence agencies inconductingtheirinvesti-
gation of the/ assassination and their relation- 

ships to the w
arren C

om
m

ission." 
A

s S
en. G

ary H
art em

erged as the N
icholas 

K
atzenbach of 1976, those concerned w

ith the 
continuing searchfortruthw

ere disconcerted to 
learn

' th
at S

en
. S

ch
w

eik
er h

ad
 n

o
t b

een
 

appointed to the Perm
anent Senate Intellignece 

C
om

m
ittee, W

hile S
en. H

art had. 
T

hose in the m
edia still clinging to the old 

discredited and now
 officially discarded "offi-

cial truth" began to perceivethe Senate reportas 
a threat, Sen. Schw

eikeras an ofject ofderision, 
and S

en. InO
uye (D

-H
aw

aii,chairm
an of the 

P
erm

an
en

t C
o
m

m
ittee) as a targ

et. F
red

 
G

rah
am

, in
 co

m
m

en
tin

g
 u

p
o
n
 th

e S
en

ate 
R

eport on C
B

S
, w

ondered aloud if at long last 
w

ith this report w
e could now

 put this m
atter to 

rest—
a rather curious abservation, since the 

report it a recom
m

endation fora new
 full-scale 

investigation. 
C

harles B
artlett, in the W

a
s
h

in
g

to
n

 S
ta

r, 

began to look at Sen. Schw
eiker in an xdd light 

and concluded thatibuffs w
ill be stim

ulated 
into new

 frenzy" by n. S
chw

eiker's discovery. 

. 	
• 

- A
nd Sen. H

art in a televised netw
ork interview

 
u

rg
ed

 th
at th

e rep
o

rt w
h

ich
 h

e sig
n

ed
 b

e ,;; 
benignly neglected, lest w

e "toy,,  w
ith the 1, 

reputations of im
portant m

en." 	
. 

L
em

m
ing-like, the extrem

ists of the center-  
w

ere trying *ice again to lead us anyw
here 

except to the terrible truth about a m
an-m

ade 
tragedy; a tragedy that has dram

atically altered - 
out lives. Y

et this is not 1964, and a fulland open 
_discussion of these events is possible. O

ne  
h
u
n
d
red

 an
d
 th

irty
-sev

en
 m

em
b
ers o

f th
e , 

H
ousibave subm

itted resolutionsca Ilingforan 
investigation of the assassination by a jS

elect 
C

om
m

ittee of the H
ouse. T

he Senate C
om

m
it- 

tee has acted. Segm
ents of the m

edia have fairly 
represented the w

ork of the Senate C
om

inittee. 
A

lthough m
uch has been recently publi4ed 

about the C
om

m
ittee's suspicions that F

idel 
C

astro m
ay have been the assassin, the m

edia 
has universally failed to quote the report's 
conclusion—

"that it has no evidence that Fidel 
C

astro or others in the C
uban governm

ent 
platted P

resident K
ennedy's assassination in 

retaliation for U
.S

. operations against C
uba." 

If a serious investigation now
 ensues, before 

long w
e m

ay learn that L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald 
w

orked for the FB
I in N

ew
 O

rleans and D
allas, 

that he spent an inordinate am
ount of tim

e w
ith 

1
  contract agents for the C

lA
iO

 N
ew

O
rleans, that 

he w
as the m

ilitary adviser to the C
IA

's anti-
C

astro
 fro

n
t o

rg
an

izatio
n
, th

e F
ree C

u
b
a 

C
om

m
ittee, w

hile he gave out literature for the 
F

air lay for C
uba C

om
m

ittee, and that jack 
R

uby, w
ho killed O

sw
ald in the D

allas police 
basem

ent, had been an F
B

I inform
ant since 

M
arch 11, 1959. 
If the pressallow

s, if the m
em

bersof C
ongress 

w
ith integrity persist and prevail, our B

icenten- 
nial year m

ay be thetim
e w

e return to old values 
and bring an end to the decade of political 
assassinations. W

e m
ay evenfind out w

ho killed 
John K

ennedy and w
hy he w

as killed. N
W

 

M
ark L

an
e, au

th
o

r o
fR

u
sh

taJu
d

g
ern

en
cis D

irecto
r 

o
f th

e C
itizen

s C
o

m
m

issio
n

 o
f In

q
u

iry an
d

 a C
ap

ito
l 

H
ill resid

en
t. 


