Dear Vinee, ’Q o Hli 1/20/99 ;

Sorry the friend who had been so dependable when my wife and I v;;im
hospitals or nureing homes failed to send you the Schrand inquest. Here it is.
I guess it was her excitement at graduating college, with all six of her kids
in the audience.

You did not enclose the two letters you sazid you sent. . may have forgotten
them or they may not have reached me. There were times when those who suid f
they'd take our mail from the box failed to do so.

I've also forgotten wuch of what I told yous We have been having a time
of it. dy wife had four major operations within six week when she was 861

by first indic?.ion of uswald having a crypto clearance was irﬁnid.—
Decewber, 1966, 1 w;s doing a talk show on Kil when the man who had been in
the Marines with him phoned i®l but did not want to talk to me on the air. He
had just started a business and feared publicity could hurt. I promised not
to try to learn who he was and L kapt my word. He described a different
Ugwald thap is portrayed in the WC stuff, a serious young man who had a
»ood head, was a pool shark, loved classical music, particularly operas, and
was one of five in their outfit who had a CRYPTO clearance. (In Wi II I had
SuCill  elear:nce and never heard of crypto.) In Los 4dngeles, from a wouan
who said she had that clearance, I learned thet V0P SECHUT wes a prerequisite.

When I got home from that trip I started checlkding what the man had told
me. I think it was also that Uswald was not gay. I checked that with the gay
bartender of the gay bar that was owned by "Ma" Sawyer, who with her som
had the other two apartments on the floor of the building in which Marguerite
had the ‘par apartuents on Exbhange Alley. Johnny Kormundi, that bartender, even
showed me wher: the pool hall that no longer exidted thut Oswald as a boy pre-
ferred! The bar vas called The Society Page.

In the volumes I found confirmation of Uswald likes in music and as I
recall his favorite opera was Tehaikovaly's The ®Wueen of Spades. Uf which L'd
never heard. Ur, all that I rcmember aside from clearance that the man told

me checked out and was confirmed.

Un the clearance I1'd kmown that the officer uncle+#hom Oswald worked in
the gpecial radar section in which he was testified that Uswald had at least
S57EC.LT CLiarance, lame was Donovane I went over all that Marine testimony and

it is true that five men had the higher clearance, tiat Uswald was one, that
Schrand was another (they'd all tsken advance training at Keesler field which
uisposed of all the rucoxds other than how they did und uswald did well) and

all testified that those five had at least a SLURLT clearance, W:hich does not
exist in the Navy's records.



When Scharnd killed hims&éf he wgs guarding that crypto van. Sorry the
zeroxes L was sunt of the body, ete., xeroxes insiead of pictures are so poor.
When I was in the army classifisd places coulu be entered only by those who
had the proper ceerance, as high as the place had or higher than the place had.
That is true of what was guarded and who did guard duty. The guard had to have
the cleurance that would permit bdim to snter the building he was guarding. In
pract ise we genersl.y guarded cuf own pL ace.

All five iof those with the higher clearance went to Keesler for advanced
training together.The other thres testified and all threec said the clearance
had to be at least é.%‘;ﬁile.

uhere is no question about Uswald being assimmed to the erypto van that
had been removed frow the deck of the carrier, That required a crypto clear—
ance, The only guestion can be, was TOP SLCWLT a pferequisite. I believed nmy
spurce on thate

What is ¢ dd is that the Navy records included no security clearance for
Oswald as I remember it. The first Mavy cable after he defected said the
records shovwed nene but he could have had & c?nfid.ential clearance, which is
the lowcest. The FBI's examination of those records includes no security clear—
ance. 1 have these records.

It is also odd that the man accused of killing the Prosident and who had
to have a high security clearuhee for the work he did, at least CRY:TO, and
who all those who worked with him stated ubder oath that had at least a secret
clearance, ias none in his Navy records.And if you for cne minute think he was
Just another jerk who was farting around, read the testimony of Donovan, under
whom he worked, and see what he testified Uswald had knowledge of. lot everyday
stuff, Vince. You can get the citation as I recall in O in NO, I quoted him,
[Yonovan, in it.

If you believe Thornley, after Oswald mas on his way out and was no
longer doing CRYFIU work at Santa d4na, he still had SECH.LY clearance.

There wad no loose writing on my part, Vince. 4g you know what . I have
written is severely critical of many seople and I wrote much, ten book’:’,’ﬁat
were published. Three times that much as a record for history that can't be
published commerciallys For all of that and after all these years I have not
gotten a single phone call or letter from any of those of whom I was critical
with a complaint that I was unfair or inaccurate, And efter all these years
bobody has shown me or co.upgia:i._ued to me of any serious error in my books,.

Of the couple, and I mean onlyci:ouple literully, the mﬂt serdious one was an

error but it vas an error I had taken verbatim from an FSI reports I quoted ite
when in the FUIA lawsuit. the FBI was playing dirty with overt serjury,

I did not file a lawyer's pleading, which my lawyer could have done snd been

-



immune in ite I put myself under oath and I filed the allegation of FSI per—
Jury when it was most material and when I was under oath myself. The judge
was not vsry happy about ite He actually threatened my lawyer, Yimm Leaar,
and me, 4nd the FEI's "defense" was to admit that I did not exaggerate! And
they actually got away with that! They said I could make such charges ad inf
infinitim be cause 4 knew more acout the assassination and surrounding cir—
custances that anyone working ror the FBL!

I'iuch as it look like Oswald was some ldnd of agent for somebody I have
nﬁt fou.ml a shred of evidence to support it and he never had an extrs
peuny so0 he had no loot from being an agent.

I have no had access to wost of my records since 1993 nand had only
limited access then., They in té-e basement and stairs are Ahazard for
mees When I fell I could not get up unassisted, either. Not then and not now.
So I can't do the searching for the other records I refer to. I have a single
f1le dea’f Osvald ‘woorda in my office and  kept the Schrend records there.

I do not know what you are working on and I'm not asking you to tell me
but I do suggest that the chances of ruining your reputation when you deal with
Uswald #nd in texrms of the official mythology can do that. Oswald, according
to the actual official records, could not have ﬁ\'ed that rifle that day and
the best shots the NHA could give the Commission, under infinitely better
conditions, could not and did not duplic:te the shooting sttributed to the
duffer Oswald. There is no evidence that he was, at the required time. on the
sixth floor and there is evidence that if he had been he could notn’have gotten
to the lunch room before Baker.

One of tle Members of the Commission had a high opinion of my work and
encouraged me until his dying day, Russell. f7’e did not believe the single-
bullet magic of the keport and the Commission memory-holed the record he was
making for history. I have a copy of the carbon of what he prepared for the
9/ 18/84 exscutive session he forced and Rankin and Warren saw to it th;?c the
court reporter would not be there.l have those recprds, top, the Commissjons
and the firm's, When I wo:ked for the Senate we used them and they were a
very good firm.Oswald vwac on the first floor and aside from official evidence
which states that I have a picture or two proving that the man in the Altgens
picture was not Lovelady.

I'vw tried to be informative, Please excuse the rush,

Best,

}é//f( C'..c?(z’ﬂ



