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C
ooper told the S

enate com
m

ittee, no w
ord w

as ever said about C
IA

 

an
ti-C

astro
 p

lo
ts. "T

h
e su

b
ject n

ev
er cam

e u
p
 . . ." 

C
IA

 o
fficials, su

ch
 as H

elm
s, w

h
o
 k

n
ew

 ab
o
u
t A

M
/L

A
S

H
, in

-

sisted
 in

 1
9
7
5
 th

at th
ere h

ad
 b

een
 n

o
 reaso

n
 to

 see an
y
 co

n
n
ectio

n
 

w
ith

 th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 assassin

atio
n
. B

u
t in

 1
9
6
5
, w

h
en

 th
e C

IA
 fin

ally
 

g
av

e u
p
 o

n
 A

M
/L

A
S

H
, fearing that the operation had becom

e too 

w
idely know

n and m
ight blow

 up in its face, the counterintelligence 

officer of the task force on C
uba w

rote this assessm
ent for the C

IA
: 
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sam
e q

u
estio

n
s w

o
n

d
erin

g
 w

h
eth

er th
ey

 w
o

u
ld

 g
et d

ifferen
t rep

lies 
6

4
 7 7 

from
 the heads of the tw

o agencies." A
ngleton gave exam

ples of w
hat 

q
u
estio

n
s m

ig
h
t b

e ask
ed

 an
d
 h

o
w

 th
ey

 sh
o
u
ld

 h
e an

sw
ered

: 

(1) Q
. W

as O
sw

ald ever an 	
of the C

IA
? 

A
. N

o. 
(a) 

Q
. D

oes the C
IA

 have any evidence show
ing that a conspiracy 

existed to assassinate P
resident K

ennedy? 
A

. N
o. 

A
ngleton chose his team

 from
 his ow

n counterintelligence staff, 

w
hich w

as preoccupied w
ith the Soviet U

nion and the K
G

B
. T

here 

w
as no one from

 F
itzgerald's task force on C

uba. E
xhaustively, the 

A
n

gleton
 grou

p
 an

alyzed
 O

sw
ald

's activities in
 th

e S
oviet U

n
ion

, 

and assiduously it stayed aw
ay from

 every O
sw

ald link w
ith C

uba. 

Indeed, as the Senate report noted w
ith astonishm

ent, A
M

/L
A

SH
, 

w
ho still had access to high officials in H

avana, "w
as never asked 

about the assassination of P
resident K

ennedy in m
eetings w

ith the 

C
IA

 in 1964 and 1955." It could only be assum
ed the C

IA
 w

as afraid 

of w
hat C

ubela's answ
er m

ight be. A
ngleton, w

ho believed that all 

C
om

m
unist activities basically started w

ith the K
G

B
, w

ould have 

loved to find a R
ussian conspiracy. U

nfortunately for that search, 

L
ieu

ten
an

t C
olon

el Y
u

ri N
osen

k
o of th

e K
G

B
, w

h
o h

ad
 d

efected
 

early in 1964., only offered inform
ation to counter such a theory. T

he 

report of his interrogation w
as filed w

ith a m
ass of m

aterial at the 

end of the W
arren investigation, but never m

entioned in the hear-

ings. A
ngleton, to this day, believes N

osenko w
as a plant, although 

the C
IA

 —
 after three years of dealings w

ith N
osenko as their pris-

on
er h

ad
 lon

g ago con
clu

d
ed

 th
at N

osen
k

o told
 th

e tru
th

. 

T
he W

arren C
om

m
ission did not push the C

IA
 for inform

ation 

ab
ou

t O
sw

ald
's C

u
b

an
 association

s, th
is d

esp
ite th

e fact or p
er-

haps because of the fact —
 that one of its m

em
bers w

as form
er C

IA
 

D
irector A

llen D
ulles, w

ho knew
 about the early plots against C

as-

tro. O
f thirty-four requests for inform

ation from
 the W

arren C
om

-

m
ission

 to th
e C

IA
, fifteen

 d
ealt w

ith
 th

e S
oviet U

n
ion

, on
e w

ith
 

C
u

b
a. T

h
at on

e ask
ed

 ab
ou

t Jack
 R

u
b

y's alleged
 visit to C

u
b

a in
 

1959. In the W
arren C

om
m

ission, form
er Senator John Sherm

an 

T
he A

M
/L

A
S

H
 circle is w

ide and each new
 friend of w

hom
 w

e learn 

seem
s to have know

ledge of plan. I believe the problem
 is a m

ore 

serious and m
ore basic one. Fidel reportedly knew

 that this group w
as 

plotting against him
 and once enlisted its support. H

ence, w
e cannot 

rule out the possibility of provocation. 

B
y then the W

arren C
om

m
ission to w

hom
 H

elm
s had indicated 

that the case w
ould rem

ain open —
 had gone out of business. 

"A
ll the G

overnm
ent agencies have fully discharged their respon-

sibility to cooperate," said this high hoard of inquiry, as it concluded: 

... no evidence that O
sw

ald w
as involved w

ith any person or group 

in a conspiracy to assassinate the P
resident . . 

. no evidence to show
 that O

sw
ald w

as em
ployed, persuaded, or 

encouraged by any foreign governm
ent to assassinate P

resident 

K
ennedy . . . 

T
he W

arren C
om

m
ission's confidence in 1964 that governm

ent agen-

cies "fully discharged their responsibility to cooperate" sounded in 

1976 lik
e a m

elan
ch

oly travesty as th
e fin

al rep
ort of th

e S
en

ate 

Intelligence C
om

m
ittee concluded that "for different reasons, both 

the C
IA

 and the F
B

I failed in, or avoided carrying out, certain of 

their responsibilities in this m
atter." T

he F
B

I m
ainly covered up the 

extent of its contacts w
ith O

sw
ald; the C

IA
 w

orked assiduously to 

steer the W
arren C

om
m

ission aw
ay from

 any know
ledge of its ow

n 

activities in C
uba. 

W
ould anything be different if the W

arren C
om

m
ission had not 

been so m
anipulated? 
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T
he com

m
ission m

ight have probed the "C
astro retaliation" the-

ory and run up against lack of evidence of C
uban involvem

ent. It 

m
ight have investigated the alternate theory of the com

m
ission staff 

—
 that O

sw
ald could have been program

m
ed by anti-C

astro exiles 

to sim
ulate a pro-C

astro assassination —
 and also run up against a 

blank w
all. W

hat the com
m

ission m
ight have discovered w

as not 

evidence of a conspiracy, but a clear indication of w
hat set O

sw
ald 

off. It could probably have w
ound up its historic m

ission less baffled 

about his possible m
otive, less m

ystified about w
hen the assassination 

idea form
ed in his disordered m

ind. 

H
ad

 th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 n

o
t b

een
 so

 co
m

p
letely

 sid
etrack

ed
 fro

m
 

every C
uban lead, it m

ight have found w
hat this reporter w

as able 

to find —
 buried in the com

m
ission's ow

n files or later dug up in 

congressional investigations and from
 other sources. 

W
here the "C

astro revenge" theory had run aground w
as on the 

lack of evidence that O
sw

ald had any contact w
ith anyone w

ho knew
 

about the C
IA

's secret plotting against the C
uban leader. B

ut O
s-

w
ald did not need to have such contact to reach the conclusion that 

C
astro, his hero, w

as being threatened and that he, in turn, could 

becom
e a hero in C

uba by responding to the threat. 

O
sw

ald, his w
ife, M

arina, testified, w
as an avid new

spaper reader. 

O
n
 S

ep
tem

b
er 9

, 1
9
6
3
, C

astro
's A

sso
ciated

 P
ress in

terv
iew

 w
as 

printed on the top of page 7 of the N
ew

 O
rleans T

im
es-P

icayune. It 
started this w

ay: 

H
A

V
A

N
A

 (A
P

) 
P

rim
e M

inister F
idel C

astro said S
aturday night 

"U
nited S

tates leaders" w
ould be in danger if they helped in any 

attem
pt to do aw

ay w
ith leaders of C

uba. 

B
itterly denouncing w

hat he called recent U
.S

.-prom
pted raids on 

C
uban territory, C

astro said, "W
e are prepared to fight them

 and 

answ
er in kind. U

nited S
tates leaders should think that if they are 

aiding terrorist plans to elim
inate C

uban leaders, they them
selves w

ill 
not be safe." 

T
he interview

 w
as not m

entioned in the W
arren C

om
m

ission's 

report. It w
as not sim

ply an oversight. A
 staff m

em
ber, W

esley J. 

L
iebeler, had w

ritten a m
em

orandum
 urging that attention be paid 

to it, but G
eneral C

ounsel J. L
ee R

ankin ruled against its inclusion 
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on the ground that there w
as no evidence that O

sw
ald had seen it. 

L
iebeler shot off another m

em
o saying that R

ankin seem
ed to be 

applying a different standard w
ith regard to som

e D
allas leaflets that 

O
sw

ald had alm
ost certainly never seen, and he charged that the 

exclusion of the C
astro interview

 had "obvious political overtones." 

T
he C

IA
's liaison officer w

ith the W
arren C

om
m

ission, R
aym

ond 

R
occa, said —

 eleven years later —
 that he thought the C

astro inter-

view
 w

as pretty im
portant. In M

ay 1975 R
occa w

rote a m
em

oran-

dum
 to the R

ockefeller C
om

m
ission expressing the personal view

 

that the C
astro threat "represented a m

ore-than-ordinary attem
pt to 

get a m
essage on the record in the U

nited S
tates" and that it "m

ust 

be considered of great significance in the light of the pathological 

evolution of O
sw

aid's passive-aggressive m
ake-up." W

hen R
occa 

w
ro

te th
is, h

e still d
id

 n
o
t k

n
o
w

 ab
o
u
t h

is ag
en

cy
's an

ti-C
astro

 

plotting, w
hich w

ould be revealed only a few
 m

onths later. 

T
he C

astro accusation of "plans to elim
inate C

uban leaders" and 

his w
arning to "U

nited S
tatesleaders" cam

e at a tim
e w

hen O
sw

ald 

w
as in N

ew
 O

rleans in a state of agitation and frustration. In July,' 

he had lost his job in a coffee m
achinery plant. In A

ugust, he had 

been arrested in a scuffle w
hile distributing pro-C

astro leaflets, and 

had engaged in angry debate on the radio, asserting that "C
uba is 

the only real revolutionary country in the w
orld today." 

A
fter the publication of the C

astro interview
, events in O

sw
ald's 

life began to m
ove decisively. O

n S
eptem

ber 17, he cashed his unem
-

ploym
ent check at a W

inn D
ixie store. O

n S
eptem

ber 23, he sent his 

w
ife and child to Irving, T

exas, to live w
ith their friend R

uth P
aine. 

O
sw

ald stayed behind in N
ew

 O
rleans, ostensibly to look for w

ork. 

Instead, in great secrecy, he left by bus for M
exico C

ity, arriving 

on S
eptem

ber 27 and going alm
ost directly to the C

uban consulate 

to ask for an im
m

ediate visa, announcing him
self as a "friend of 

C
uba." H

e signed an application for a transit visa, saying he w
as on 

"In
 a

 Ju
n
e
 :9

7
7
 in

te
rvie

w
 w

ith
 B

a
rb

a
ra

 W
a
lte

rs o
n
 A

B
C

, C
a
stro

 sa
id

 h
e
 w

a
s re

lu
cta

n
t to

 

m
ake charges against the late John and R

obert K
ennedy, but did say. "I think it is absolutely 

im
p
o
ssib

le
 th

a
t th

e
 C

IA
 a

d
o
p
ts d

e
cisio

n
s o

f su
ch

 im
p
o
rta

n
ce

 a
n
d
 su

ch
 in

tra
n
sig

e
n
ce

 o
n
 its 

o
w

n
. It se

e
m

s to
 m

e
 a

b
so

lu
te

ly im
p
o
ssib

le
 th

a
t th

e
y co

u
ld

 h
a
ve

 ca
rrie

d
 o

u
t...th

e
se

 kin
d
s o

f 

plans...for alm
ost ten years w

ithout the express or explicit authorization of the top authorities 

o
f th

e
 co

u
n
try." 
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his w
ay to the Soviet U

nion, but M
arina O

sw
ald later testified that 

C
uba had been his real destination. 
Silvia D

uran, a M
exican clerk in the C

uban consulate, arrested on 
the day after the K

ennedy assassination, told the M
exican police that 

O
sw

ald, upon being refused perm
ission to enter C

uba until he could 
obtain a Soviet visa, got into an argum

ent w
ith C

onsul E
usebio 

A
sque. T

he consul finally ordered O
sw

ald to leave the office, telling 
him

 that he w
ould never give him

 a visa because "a person like him
, 

instead of aiding the C
uban R

evolution, w
as really doing it harm

." 
T

he C
IA

 had attem
pted to prevent the arrest of Sefiora D

uran, but 
by the tim

e its station in M
exico C

ity got the m
essage from

 W
ashing-

ton, it w
as too late. A

sked w
hy the C

IA
 tried to interfere, T

hom
as 

K
aram

essines, w
ho had been H

elm
s' deputy in covert operations, 

w
as quoted, in A

pril 1976 testim
ony before the Senate com

m
ittee, as 

having "speculated that the C
IA

 feared the C
ubans w

ere responsible 
[for the K

ennedy assassination] and that D
uran m

ight reveal this 
during an interrogation." In other w

ords, if the C
ubans had, in fact, 

been involved in the K
ennedy assassination, the C

IA
 w

ould have 
preferred to see that inform

ation suppressed rather than risk disclo-
sure of the agency's plotting against C

astro. 
Senora D

uran's statem
ent w

hich the W
arren C

om
m

ission had 
to get d

irectly from
 th

e M
exican

 p
olice—

d
id

 n
ot im

p
licate th

e 
C

ubans in any w
ay. T

he consular clerk, w
ho later com

plained of 
having been m

ishandled by the police, did not say in her statem
ent 

w
hat had m

ade her boss so angry w
ith O

sw
ald as to throw

 him
 out 

of the consulate and accuse him
 of w

anting to harm
 C

uba. T
here w

as 
clearly som

ething m
issing in her account. C

olem
an and Slaw

son, the 
com

m
ission staff law

yers in charge of investigating conspiracy theo-
ries, w

anted to go to M
exico C

ity and interview
 her, but C

hief Justice 
E

arl W
arren vetoed the idea —

 as everything connected w
ith C

uba 
seem

ed to be m
ysteriously vetoed. 

N
onetheless, unsolicited, the com

m
ission got further w

ord on 
w

hat had happened at the C
uban consulate. O

n June 17, 1964, J. 
E

dgar H
oover sent, by special courier, a top-secret letter to C

ounsel 
R

ankin. It said that "through a confidential source w
hich has fur-

nished reliable inform
ation in the past, w

e have been advised of som
e 

T
h

e A
ssassin
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statem
en

ts m
ade by Fidel C

astro, C
uban Prim

e M
inister, concerning 

the assassination of P
resident K

ennedy." 
T

he paragraph containing w
hat C

astro said w
as deleted from

 the 
letter as released in 1976. It stated, I have since learned, that O

sw
ald, 

on his visit to the consulate, had talked of assassinating P
resident 

K
ennedy. T

he consul had taken this as a deliberate provocation. T
he 

C
uban am

bassador in M
exico C

ity had reported the incident to 
H

avana. It had not been taken seriously at the tim
e, but after the 

K
ennedy assassination, C

astro had com
e to suspect that the effort to 

get O
sw

ald into C
uba w

as part of a right-w
ing conspiracy. O

sw
ald 

w
ould return from

 C
uba, then assassinate the President, and it w

ould 
look as though C

astro had been responsible. 
L

ike so m
any C

uban clues, the H
oover m

em
o w

as not acted upon. 
Slaw

son does not recall even having seen it. 
W

hat the F
B

I learned through secret m
eans in 1964 w

as told by 
C

astro publicly in m
ore detail three years later. In an interview

 in 
July 1967 w

ith a B
ritish journalist, C

otner C
lark, C

astro said that 
O

sw
ald had com

e to the C
uban consulate tw

ice, each tim
e for about 

fifteen m
inutes. "T

he first tim
e —

 I w
as told —

 he w
anted to w

ork 
for us. H

e w
as asked to explain, but he w

ouldn't. H
e w

ouldn't go into 
details. T

he second tim
e he said he w

anted to 'free C
uba from

 A
m

eri-
can im

perialism
.' T

hen he said som
ething like, 'Som

eone ought to 
shoot that P

resident K
ennedy.' T

hen O
sw

ald said —
 and this w

as 
exactly how

 it w
as reported to m

e —
 'M

aybe I'll try to do it.' " 
C

astro said that he had not thought of w
arning the U

nited States 
governm

ent because O
sw

ald had been considered a "w
ild m

an" and 
not taken seriously. "W

e didn't have any relations w
ith the A

m
eri- 

can governm
ent anyw

ay," his interview
 continued. "If I'd taken it 

seriously I m
ight have inform

ed the U
nited N

ations or som
e other 

official agency like that. B
ut w

ho w
ould have believed m

e? P
eople 

w
ould have said that O

sw
ald w

as just m
ad, or that I'd gone m

ad 
. . . T

hen, too, after such a plot had been found out, w
e w

ould be 
blam

ed —
 for som

ething w
e had nothing to do w

ith. It could have 
been used as an excuse for another invasion try." 

W
hen C

astro said the assassination w
as "som

ething w
e had noth-

ing to do w
ith," he m

ay not have been quite accurate. It w
as likely 
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that C
astro had had an effect on O

sw
ald that he did not realize or 

preferred not to speculate about. F
orm

er P
resident Johnson, a year 

before his death, told colum
nist M

arianne M
eans of his conviction 

that O
sw

ald acted "either under the influence or the orders of C
as-

tro." T
he "influence" m

ay have been as sim
ple as reading C

astro's 
public denunciation of attem

pts on him
 and the w

arning of possible 
retaliation. 

T
he possibility that O

sw
ald acted on his ow

n, inspired by C
astro's 

statem
ent, cannot today be proved, but it has the elem

ents of the 
fortuitous and the lunatic that som

etim
es govern history. T

he "con-
spiracy," then, w

ould have been a conspiracy of interlocking events 
—

 the incessant C
IA

 plots to kill C
astro, touching off a C

astro 
w

arning, touching off som
ething in the fevered m

ind of L
ee H

arvey 
O

sw
ald. 

It w
ould be com

forting to know
 that O

sw
ald acted on his ow

n -
not as part of som

e dark left-w
ing or right-w

ing plot to strike dow
n 

a P
resident. It is less com

forting to realize that the chain of events 
m

ay have started w
ith the reckless plotting of the C

IA
 against C

as-
tro, perhaps in pursuit of w

hat it thought to be K
ennedy's aim

. A
n 

arrow
 launched into the air to kill a foreign leader m

ay w
ell have 

fallen back to kill our ow
n. 
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G
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T
 the "leak" into its ow

n. T
he anony-

m
ous source acquired a new

 degree of respectability. B
ecause anony-

m
ous sources had been m

ainly "good guys" blow
ing the w

histle on 
the m

isdeeds of "bad guys," status w
as conferred on the w

hole 
process. T

he specter of the leak also becam
e a new

 kind of om
buds-

m
an. T

he risk that secrecy w
ould be "blow

n" becam
e a factor to be 

considered in the early planning stage of any bureaucratic project or 
in the later stage of a brew

ing scandal. It w
as less a m

atter of 
post-W

atergate m
orality than post-W

atergate caution. "H
ow

 w
ill w

e 
look if this leaks?" w

as a question that probably aborted m
any a 

gestating plot. A
fter W

atergate, the drought of cover-up had pro-
duced the deluge of disclosure. 

T
he leak w

as not new
 to W

ashington —
 it w

as as old as the secret, 
w

hich is, roughly, as old as the governm
ent. B

ut it w
as an institution 

in a process of evolution. For one thing, it had evolved gram
m

atically 
—

 from
 a noun into a verb. O

nce a leak, as the w
ord im

plies, had 
been an accidental seepage —

 a loose-tongued rem
ark picked up by 

a sharp-eared reporter, a lost docum
ent, a chauffeur's unw

ary anec-
dote about his bass. T

he governm
ent turned the leak into a verb -

som
ething consciously done to enhance an official, float a trial bal-

loon, prom
ote a view

point or torpedo a contrary view
point. T

he air 
force "leaked" classified inform

ation about w
hat w

as w
rong w

ith the 
arm

y's m
issiles; at appropriations tim

e the w
hole P

entagon leaked 
classified studies of Soviet arm

ed m
ight; a "senior official" traveling 

on Secretary K
issinger's shuttle-diplom

acy plane developed leaking 


