3/6/72

Dear aul,

Your lotter of 3/2 infers I have or infern you have bre ched ny confidvnce, This is
not the case. So you will not have to get your copy out, I quote the other part: "Your 2/4
complains xkxk sbout Gary's disclosure to mc of your dealings with Fred Groham. He told
me absolutely nothing susbstantive that you had not already informed me of; he did omidwa
indicate some opinions of his owna"

Yhe question is not what follows,"Both Uary and 1 respect your denond for confidentiality
as much as we would even if we thought your attitudes on such matters were always reagsonables"
(I do not resent this last crack, I admit they may not always secm reaconablc, and I would
be willing %o admit they sometimes may, in fact, not be <but is ig a crack, and you do not
really knou ehat is either involved or afodte.) , .

So, novw that I do not have to worry as much about digging into overwcram.ed filing
cabints, I have gotten out my letter of 2/4. I will add emphasis. There is nonc in the orige

"Gary tells me he has done what a iregard as a Lohlish things. He told you of my
dealings vith Graham and some of the rosults. Coincidence® or not, I have heard hothing
since from Graham, nor have I gotten what he had pronised. [ He had promised written answers
to ritten questions, When I then wrote and said I'd be in on a certain date and at a
certain time, a ter he did not send what he promised, he not only did not appear at his
office, but his home phone did not answer and his of:iice had not heard from him. I walted
until after 11:15 for h:l_m.] I thought that oftch enough in the past I told everyonc with
whom 1 correspond that I am perfectly capable of telling cach whatever I want hin %o know
and that I correspond on the asswiption that I am dealing with a bunch of bobics and
idle gossipters," I didomit the "not", but I think you understood I neant it, -

liy vork has developed to the point where it is dengerous. I represent uow a ccrdain
degrec of hazard to powerful and unscrupulous peoples This is one aspoct, Perhaps I an wrong

.about ite But i$ is ny life, it is my work, and I have made clear my exclusive right to both
and to decide what may and may not be donc with bothe _

On the ¢ther side, this is an ongoing thing. Therc has been much more than you knowe
I just haven t been able to tell youe Until Wednesdsy, I was not able to use my copy
machibe except with one hand, end that is Just too much darmed trouble, Besides, for other
work, I have it blocked off. There is a stack of stufl on top of it for copying and distri-
bution. I may now change my nind.

On this entire Lattimer thing, of which I did know in detail boefore it hapoened,I
have been all alone. Hobody has agreed with uy ¥iew and until long after I asked a number
to give it independent thought I ncver got any rcsponse. I don't think any one, not a gingle
one, made the efiort. Howard, later, after knowing the essence of my views, thought it through
and came up with a similar formulation, #nd nobody has done anything to help minimize its
consequences or to gbort what wag planned even before Latiimer saw anything, I am not going
to give you dejails, and it is not because I do not trust you or because I think you will
blabe But I have been coping with real things. The future will disclose, perhaps, the
success of failure or the reasonableness. But 1 asure you that souctiing was in the works

and aftes two months it has not hap.eneds It would be worse than the battimer thing and it
is not Cyril.

As I have not hidden, I am begimuing to fecl my years ami this cnormous cftorte L do
forget, and 1 let you know I forget. Onc of the few good things that can be said for the
accunulation of years is that it provide the oprortunity for learning and for expericnces
Onc of the disadvantages of not having accumulated so mamy years is that one does not have
the experience often necessary, wost often among the brighest, to evaluatc the experiences
of others, :

Several times and in a variety of ways * have told you aud others, of whom Gary is
one (and 1f you do not know, L feel of him as would of my own son), that my kiowledge of
not our coliective kunowledge has advanced to the point where it is essential to procecd
on the spooks' basis of necd-to-kmowe You do not have to agree with me. lor necd Gary.

But with my stuff, I have and I assert and I have for a long time asserted the ri.hte

There uay be no coniection between this looseness, which I had kept out of any meiling
to any critic and Fred's sudden clamming, but the coincidence is onc that can't be ignorede
It has happened, for whatever reasomle liow you tell me one constructive purpose served by Gry's



gossiping to youe You yourself say he told you nothing I hadn't. Hot kmouing the opinions,
I con't comront on them, But the plain und simple fact is that there is much I have not
told you sigply because I did not want to put it in the mailse Wine have becn periodically
undependable again with cortain people, so overtly in some cases that the local postmaster
it watching for evidences o intrusione e has sanplese Except for Ray, there is no sien
of any interest in any of =y mail not with criticse. The last letter I got from iay was
very roughly intercepted, and not at the jail, where it is handed in unsenlede I corres—
pond with non—criticse Thei mail is never delayed, never shows the slightest sign of
tamperinge You kuow I go to troublc to inform you. Un oy last trip, did I not writc you
while I was on it? Did I not send you carbons when 1 was able to type notes? There arc
some areas in which 4 am without concernse There are others in which 1 do have concernSe
I have what you do not have, an expericnce in intelligence to draw upon, and the same is
trge of Gary. I i=m also have had personal experience with the FBI, I have lived with
them, qyite literally, for four months. This was when I was about your agee There are some
possibilities I do not have to stip and think aboute I usec the word "possibilities". That
is strong enough, for there is never any npecdless risk with gensitive stuf: that can be
worth runninge If there is a need, that is differente
If I did not tell/ you, rétwming to the bgttimer ploy, and I think I did, I had
Burke Harshall's word, through a Senator, that he would not under any circumstances do pre-
cisely what he did, Now, why did he do 1t? And in doing it, why did he accredit the one
men totally and completely disqualified by the contract? Can you regard this combination
as accidental? Or any pert of it? I do not. What you may not know is that they went much
further and made a clear case of perjury against. Rhoadse Vo you think this kind of risk is
run for nothing? Vo you think Rhoads, for example, is unaware of it?
ilow L'm not going to spend any more timeon anything like this againe wishes,

rational or not, are going to be rospected completely and literally or nobody is paing to
have a chance to impose his own judgement over mine on my vorke If I am dealing wit. babies,
they can go back to the pl.ypens. But I have too many scrious problems I cauot avoid,

too uany day-to-day ones, too many preusin;; oneg,to have to give any thought to this lkind
of chikenshit, childish stuff. ind after all these years! Intelligence may be beyond your
and Yary's experience, but Santayana ought not be: he who does not learn from the past is

coomed to relive ite The last thing I want to do is not share. the first thing I now
have to -consider is ending sharinge It is that sinplexfor me. I simply can't run risks
with undependable pcople, not without good and scrious reasons. :

To return to the beginning, I have not made accusations agaiﬁst you and * hore do note

How for the rest of your letter. As you aclnowledge, Ly vaugugsaas explained and
deliborate. Lt is because sometling else in o different area may be in the workse. L have done
what I thought ap,ropriate and I'm not taking out ads. This is a morc than usually sensitive
time for such subjects with the governuent because hearings on the effectiveness and
_compliance with the FOI began today. Need I asay that without telling or even consilting
me, Bud has arranged to be a witness on my cases? He doesn't even begin to undertand them,

but he does understand that he can promote himself. I did not find out frou him. This is known
as lawy.i—clicnt relationshipe

You did tell me of your appeals. One duplicated one of mine, one of much longer
standing. & didn t press it then for special reasons. I think that with all the matcrial
toyke coyered, it would be better if we did not duplicate.

8% Tetter to me will not be enoughe It is cne of the thiugs I couldn't copy. le then
phoned me, a ter which I wrote him again. But one of the things you did not want me %o
press is onc of the things he sees clearly, showing that he has been lied to. I is quite
comprehensible to him. e said he would ask for the covering letters with what he had been
told I had becn scnt when I had not been. His long silence is ample confirmation that they
do not existe I had to make this point gutglde the Archives, and I have, What may eventuate
is sonething else. Perhaps nothing will, but one has to try, no? 1 hav. cuahgt them lying,
I have caught them in flagrant violations of the rugulations, and it is now ¥nown outside
Jolnson's den and Rhoads' office, Vabter promised me prompt respouse to specific ap)ealse
Three weeks have passed. liot too prompte

There is a question I think you should have asked yourself long before this, for
aside from uy experience, you have your owlte You knov they are lying, suporessing, doctoring,
violating laws and resulations. Do you consider this no more than some kind of special
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sport by bored bureaucrats? If you do, I do note I think it has meaning and purpose, and
that belief is part of what dominates my thinking and regotions. I can also read things
into it, as jou might if you try.

all of tlis coincides with other disappointments. I 18€t Dallas 3 1.2 months ago
with two new archives opened to use I was unselfishe I left them for P to go throush.Zmx
them It was specific and 1t was arrangede I not have only not gotten anything, .+ have not
heard anything and I have wasted time writing unanswered lctters. '

So, try once to lo.k .t all of this fnd more with wldech I do not burden you, as a
very tired and very broke man of not 25 but 59 next wonth must. Is it not enough to have
to anticipate thoe next chicanery of our enemies and try and cope with it or at leaut
minimize it without having all this crap on our side to live with and, in othcr areas than
what you umention, prevent or minimize the damage from that, too?

It is nice of you to counscl "take it easy". 1 know you mean it. Sut onc wgy of helping
me try that close=to-impossible is for a bunch of well@intended young people not to pile
necdless burdens and problems on me, This does not mean not to tell me about then. ‘%
does mean got to create them, There is much you do not knowe It is puerile to assume that
what you(p.) do not kuow does not enst.

Your 2/ 17 on =y notes you can 't figure out. liaybe you dldn et sonmcthing. I finally
fot the five puges of CD1408 that forx some incomprehensible reason they did not wad would
not send, I asked you to send me the rest of the file. I have, as I said, ppe 10-11,30=1
and 26=-8, You gave me other pagese 1 gave them to Wades Of thc pages above, 1'd appreciate
a set of thun and of any of the rest of this CD other than what I have giewn him to send
.lade, so he'll have everything that rclates to him frow that file. I have no record of the
pag.s you gave me that I did give him, They are the xunsworth/la.fe peges on the diary,
ana.l:.ni, with slexander. For myself, 1'd appreciate all exce,t 10=1,26=8,30=1, which 1 have.

“nless they are mncealr, for me as for Vade, 2 on 1 is oke To out this another way, I have
onlt these listed pages. Wade has them plus the pages you gave me carlier that 1 gave

to him. So, what I'd like is the balance of a couplete set for him and the balance of a
complete set for me, with what is for him lindted to what rclates to him, his ofiice or
his interest. That need not be every page. If you do not want to exercisc this judgement,
then if you'll be kind enmoughk to complete my sct, I'1l scnd what I think I should have

to hin and will then ack you to replace whatcver I do. OK? Thanks much,

It is now going on 4 p.me I have had to spend most of today writing lettors, all desling
in varving degrees with im aturities, stupidities and other things that should not happen.
I'm just going to huve to stop it. 1£ i2 means I become a hermit, 1'm in the righ{ place,
the mountains, I don't necd a cave, I have kept going at such a pace that I haven' t been able
to file ny Dallas-trip notes yet. liot for coping with what should never hap on. 44 simpky
has to stop or I do. *his is not personale 1 am not blaming you. But it is wider-spread
thhn this one utterly pointless thing Gary did.

I gues.. therc are a couple of other things I can tell you, but it is not to go any
farthur under any circumstahnces. After making up his nind not to et anybody see anything,
before the expiration of the time limitation, Marshall did not change it until af'ter he
caiie back from a vacation to the Virgin Isles. I did not try to learn the fxxxt exact daye
It secmed and still seems less impirtant than what [ did seek and leam. “e then told
Uraham before Latiimer knoewe Latiimer lecarned from Grahame The Archives was not astisfied
with the first *arshall approval and insistendon a difierent formudation I do not have, In
the course of all of this they violated their regulations. They then chenged them, after
the fact, in an effort to hide the violation., You might want to ask yourself ihat caused him
to change his mind and to violate the contract wore than once, as did the Archives. They
have what to them is an out in one violatione One way of addressing this is by asikdng what
intervened. * have ome ideas on this, but your own thinking is better for both of use I
do not think it was an idle whim, “f unrvlated, it is a parallel of Sobby's blowing his
cool at San ifernanda, and you kiwow what followed thate I have now caught the archives ih
so much that they and GSA have both practicully begged ne to seck access in an evasion both
outlined for mee 1 have refused. Without basic changes, I will not alter rLy position. But
you might also ask yoursclf why, when I am the first to have asked and been refused, the
first ot “ovember 9966, they give ne a formulsa they will accept., .nd why I won't go for ite
In time, you'll get the leiters. There is one corrupted version that is going around. I'd
appreciate in detail any version you might.get and a tracing, if possible, to whatover is
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the origine. I hope you can coue to understand that all the baby stuff and all the zany
stufi’ closes up sources faster thn I ean open them, Sprague is an example in a couple of
casess There has been, without any doubt, some interception on this Lattimer thing, for
I know vwhat was closed and what was to have hap ened. Yy source ig an original source.
lake this to mean someone involved, directly.

Lattimer's press conference was given hin by CBS, “e did not stage it at his ofiice,.

The Archives did not leak the Lattimer story to Graham,

The Archives did practically Lorce the GSA-family contract on him, HE DID NOT ASK FOR
ITe You huve all my correspondence on this. I know who did it and the circunstances. You
know this and their reasons for refusing me can't be reconciled, ’

Hone of the threc pathologists who applied bui someone else was to have been given
access to the same stuft, This was before Lattimer saw it, *t is one of the things I may
have aborted. And it would have becn more damaging that “atiimer, That really laid a p.re
ezgy but I don't think the rcal reason was Dere in the normal sense,.

Lattimer is oven nore stupid than his published stuft’ shows, e is probahly a Bircher.
Unless he lied to ©me, he will not be writing anything on this right avay. “e ami his sons
are doing uore on the "badlistics". I don't knmow ii this weans nore squeczing or whate I
have a couple ol guesses, I suspect they'll misinterpret what he has secn as validation of
their earlier irrelevancies, )

Please bleive me, this remains what is probably a very hairy business. Stay out of
it, if any opoortunity or getting in provides itself, but do kecp wme . promptly informed.

Reverting to another subject, I did not get the wrapoer on the S5 cony of the WDsU
footage until I reOibvolved the Secret Service, Yhen I got it prouptlye And tlhic fact of
post-assagsination editing has been confirmed by more than one person, including kid
Planer, Jesce Core is in whatever Tootage was removed. He was in it as that Filn exicted
11/22/63. ‘o sources on this, and they both saw it at WDSU. Czis tells ne we are going
the right eay on that. Johann my yet provide the missing link, if onlt af'ter you finish
your thesis or souebody has me nake a speech out there,

L hope you have a better understabding of my thinking and my feelings.



