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L j,Dear Gary,
S hit.o v out of deference %o aul's f!elings, ‘his desire-to. be. detached from . : .-
_«Lifton and the other unpleesant aspects of our work, I said ‘less about Thonrley o
and bis coming case then I would have in writin® what I wented to send both of you. -
He, meening either ss sn individusl or as a result of the office talking it over, "
se=ms to think there is lit:tle doubt the Thornley defense will be the Lifton invention.
I hope he.is right. While I find excitement hsrd to take-any excitement-which is".
8 relstively new thing for me, I think I'd like that, for it would provide an
excellent forum for exsctly the oprosite; which is the truth, What reslly hsvpened,
.8z I.believe I must have told you, begins with & big lie in Brener's book, with
. ~Layton Mertens seeking me out to cop & plea for him and my refusing tn talt to.- o
“_him withnut the oksy of his lawyer, while I .wes infe"viewing Barbara, end wes fol- ' “i-
"+ lnwed by by eskirgs Loisel, who heppensd tc vhone to say he wa: nearby, to teke
... .Bartera home for me and my asking bim to stop at Clint Bolton's, wita Barberas to =
i introduce me, toltry and gat him interested in.my belief tast, from what 1 knew ",7
elone (in O in NO), Garrison(s interest in AT was inevitable, that it wes possible-
KT d4id not understand the signififence of knowledge he possessed, #nd tuat 1'd be
glad to telx to him becsuse. I thougnt I would. L went further snd seid thst because .
KT wes & writer, the literary avlue of anything tust evolved would remsin bnis. Firwt
of all, I wes right. Second of.ell, 1 soon laft town end the KP indictment followed
tefore I returned snd without any correspondence or phone contact., And Bolton's
ovn writing, published, substentiates this. But I believe that if XI' does pull eny- -
thing like tkis I would be (snd would want to be) 8 retuttal witness, and I think, -~
in that event, the donr would te orpened.to some interesting testimony. So, while
today I tend %o evold tnet which I nmight find exciting, this I think I'd like. Paul
is not aware, I think, of.the virulence cf some of -his friends. ¥hat Lifton has e
done 'is so wholeheartedly, Cled undilutedly evilq 1t should te exposed, end publiecly,~: -
;. 7“end in a menner thet would get around. Like to Mary. I will not ssk her tc tsll me
"bis secret, which I suspect is: 'some kind of  theft, if not just erep. =he might Z0 ,':
. for (nhe has not comnented on my recnonse to her hypotbeeis) R :

. When I ewa<ened at my once—customary early‘hour tais a. m., I‘aecided IR
" not to g» back to slesp. L had no specisl work in mind. We hawe to get an early
start to VWeshirngton for thellast of s series of Li1's dentsl appointments, linishizg
up work on replacing en inlsy, and my wEamxk semi-smnuel checkup. 1 have this
. speciel purpose in writing: I know you are hungup with work, end tais is not. %o
pressure you. But I think it important tuat toings not heng over me noW. 1 wanu,
very. much, to ‘get COUP behind me, published or mot. I also went very much to return
to the autopsy writing, If I heve not gotten your corrections angd suzgestions ‘soon"
unless you find something really ‘awful I'll not pay sny strention to it Secsuse ' -

. when I get back onto the sutopsy, I will want to concentrate on it snd finish 1t - ,

: upe I'1l have to tegin with the rereading of the two books (so suggestions on them -~
will Ye.quite walcome) completed ‘and. then read the rather large file I have for the.
third. Then I cen dn the writing. ¥ithout having really thought it through, I think,
in the 1light of my newer material, I'1l shift tkings sround, msking three intc two.

I ook the Burkley stuff ocut of PM to include in II and decided that theDC trial
should be the last part. Now, however, 1 think I'll chénge the order. Also, we
saould, if Bud gets with it, soon bs tied up with lsw things thet should take much
of my time but can offer mejor opportunities, unless the cuntry hes gone as far ‘o

down that more fascist roed ss seems possible.




- >

These nervous problems sre new to me-end I've never studied them in the
past, but I have & notion thet devoting tos much time to some things may be wrong,
thet seeming to progress, if only in the production of”temporarily.unpublishable .
work, is s constructive spproach becsuse it tends So diminish the oppressive” feeling
of futility and because it brings new things into the mind. I think that ons of the
oprressive things now is the disinterest of those who should be enormously interested
in COUP, for.the most immediste end selfish interest. And Xnowing the good effects
‘'of the DC trisl, which I alone bulled through, probably the second step in whet.
brought on tais business, I look forward to s similar oprortunity, even if we can. . .
fynever_expect_as‘faierindedyQ-judge_egain;’;;g;*]v sl Pl o IS T

o . b . . . B T N .
Please don't forgeto when you read COUP, thet Ifd like you ta note the
places in part I where I use then then-current "Negro™ where todey it should be
"black". These will take little time to correct, for the space is the ssme. The
easiest way for both of #s ig for you to use a ruler snd messure down from the
top of the top line. I csn use an identicel copy and translste to the mester. This
is true of all corrections. . o

"V,ﬂﬁeanwhile,ﬁtheféfié the éhancé:fdét“l{?e;ﬁurﬁed oﬁ“sbme‘péoplé:whéimay

‘f4:Bé:ab1eltb’helpvend, I think, are willing. I expect a'coupleithisfweekend. I think: -

' “this would be gond medicine, if it hsprens. Further, there is a small publisher

" terms, from what he's ssid. They do not interest’me for & number of reesons., I want

- who seems irterested in an sbridged book. I know he'd be interested under his own

at lesst & limited edition of the cemplete work and ny minimum condition for the

took must include this. he may well stop on.that, However, I've had my own exper-
lences witha publishers, an: they tell me that if he doesn't out enough into-it: to

have to work to get it tack he'll do nothing with 1t. I am no* interested in indulging
ny vanity, Zor setiling on a btook that can be sllowed to die, like 0 i NO. 4And I

e€lso am interested in s full record teing svsilsble, The ,an in this houce wes due

- back from sn extensive sbsence on personal buzsiness, settling his fathe:'s estete,

“day before yesterday. If tihey beve & real interest and ere willing to consider my
terms, I should be hesrinz from them soon.

N ; D presume you've.cad no response from Mett., I have heard rothing further

.-, from V,nce. %hen you read COUP II you'll imrediastely spot one.thing I would nave -
+1liked or'Métt‘to;check out for me. Despeiring of this, snd othsr avenues having

felled, and not being able to trust the ovsious ones, I've just mede another effort, -.

‘ -, through someone unkrown to the rest. of us but dependsble if he'll-do it. That Vince

" would not use the phonebook for me is' measningful to me ang, I think, should give - _

. you & reading on the state of his mind. However, I have now bgen -able to accomplish’
thet by other meens and my message £ot through to Bevel, who sent basck the message
thet ne both wents to see me and thinks he may heve things for me. At this juncture,
unless I cen include them in the sppendix, they sre out. Repeging the book is just
too much work. Lil hasn't been sble to do eny indexing for e wvhile, she is thet buxy
st work (bringing it home at night and not teing etle to do our own tsx things). She
is up to sbout 475 and it simply is not posaible to redo any of thet...I wish I could

understend how much of . whet is bothering mex is the abdication of friends. Vince and

Matt are not the only onmes, end when 1t csn hepnen to two such ordinsrily decent

_.2nd concerned men, is it not discoursging?,..I wish slso I could eveluste whether .

or not the lifton-Fred et 81 business. plays any significant“role‘in*this;.WWithout :
such things,” we hsve ‘enough personel end’ finencisl problems to account for it. I would
guess the intensity of my paet six years slone slso could...And I think that with me,
if not with most, lack of und:retending mey also be sn adverse factor. Once I under-
stend things, once I am satisfied I Xnow what is involved, at least in the past I've
been atle to ecope with things. I recognize we Wear with age and abuse, but I feel,
somebow, that my own lack of understanding mey cause some of the apprebensionedes



- Por me, - - -

“Caught LBY on LBJ lsst night. It was a delight What seasoned ham!

" I have hed no reeponse from CBS for my requests for trenseripts, but I do expect to

get them through others.

I expect Jerry and Trent next. weakend. Jerry is doing well, has gotten

e driver's licenue, snd plans to pire a car. I have urged him to bave Trent's
. girlfriend do the driving. The liersey Turnpike is hardly a place to get driving

experience.

As witn my writing, my letters sometimes contain Just snatches. I. went

:iijto esll to your sttention what I “barely mentioned to Moo: how did my informesnt H* ff
“know mccurstely that the investigation ofnthe-8ubsn cemps wes teken away from tlhe

locals and hendled out of Beton Rouge, even to the right name of the men in charge?
None of us knew this-not even thst there had teen s state investigation., I reed
this as one of the significent signs., The mystery how she knew remsins, but not

the fact that she kmew the truth, snd she-slone knew i%....But this mystery will-
remain, There i2 notning I can do sbout it. 2nd we sre out of contact, especislly
now, with criminel charges pending. I wonder only why they have been pending so
long-for more then 2 yesr...If 1 gave you one guess on who the lawyer is, you. %

/ should bte =2ble to get it first time! Which mey or mey not be another mystery.;cr'

Ferheps if I had your background, I'd have been able to nandle t.liq better toan
1 may have.
; , While I'm taking tne time this a.m., when you get 8 chence, please -
bring me up to date on Patsy. Did tnet #DSU film ever turn up? There is a seguence
we snould heve had blown up. His failure to do it (or my feilure to recell it) led -
me to believe there mey have.been sometning in the originsl of which I recently
wrote that is not in tbe cory. Motsso. This is taoe sequence with Lawrence and
Palmissno,eith Neeley. If he has relocated film, they zre fremei toward the midile,
~vith a briefesse slso providing a good idgnti’ication, and I think elso rolls of
peper, like bluaprints. e . . .

Do you havs a Spring vacation. If you do, can you seve up enough to
fly bhere on a student's snecial rate? We like it, and I think it would be‘good

When you read COUP (all), you may think those who have befriended you i
may have anouah interest: in taes o ntent to faciritate printing it, Thisnis just a

< ides that Poppuﬁ into my mind, without basis. nowever, it you.do believe this is -
- possible, + have no objection to your eshowing it to them.- If"the wealthy Jews do-
- not soon interest th-mselves, they will also soon regret 1t. Tjose with any resl

politicel intelligence should already bte anprehensive. Beginnicg 11tn Fortas.

Paul csn also supply you with "finished" copies of the two PMs, I think
I gave you NCR copies. You need not but extrs copies for me if you want these. I
think you should have tiaem,for if you find snything in them you cen then give me a
mesningful reference. Come to think of it, I do not believe I got the benafit of
Pbul's corments on them. Put I can't trust my memory on this, I have excerpted f
Wecht's testimony for the spoendix to III. The government has failsd to make ) 4
availeble their side, I think I'1l just paraphrase it with couie= ﬂP‘tbe le‘ters R

- I wrote asking for 1t.

Well, iﬁ is time to stert getting ready to'go to [C. If Bud is home end
aveke, I'1ll see what his resction, if sny, is to my lest Folapp letter and toe one
I wrote nim atout it. I think it hss enormous potential, enough for a separate and
im-rediste suit that should galvenize the remeining JPK-RFK men, sssuming the resction
is st11l possible...t may also tell him what he didn % tell me, that he is goinz to
try and see the beddie's bad brother behind my back,-in violation of our initlal
agreement, which required my presence. ‘his kind of taing, which I am odd enough
to enticipate, slways bothers me., Best regards,



