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2/25/70
Dear Gery;
_ I8ve about s half hour before lunch ed, navihg taken care of the meil,

instesad of doing tae NO papers Ik writing ycu and you alone asbout scmething 1've
been intending to for a while. I+ {g with tae undertsendéing you say end éo nothing

about it except. give me whotever tiuoushts you may have. .

If you reed 0 in N as cerefully as T think you ¢id, you k-ow thet
tafore I went to MD-the first time I did heve doubts sbtout Fusso. On thst:trin. -
“ 1esrned that 1 'mew of hinm what they 4id not, that he had copies cf LH?fsﬂlit7
end hed not 3ispesed of 1t. They were unwillifiz to believe 1%, so ¢ rhoned M1,
got toe name of the reporter who hed noticed it ir writing 2 sports report abtout
him st Beton House (bsseball), and ge-e this %o Jim, If they ever checked fur-
ther into 4t, I heve seen no evidence of it. o -

Had 1t teen up to me or possitle for me, I'd bave investigeted Husso.
Witheut senction, there was no possibility ef my doing this without a big md ...
very delicate thing developing, so as an slternative,  spent whatever time with .
nim I could when he and I were in the office together, I was able to develop & =

" fair smount of meterisl, much solld basis for susnicion, and I got no satisfactory

- enswers from him. - e

D., whose velues wWers never avprreciated, ned been out with him amd.
Mertens, snd not just once. Whet ‘= strange mixture in so 'large e town! And how:
ofd a continuing, friendly relationshis between Martens end Fusso, a "wictim",

g "friend"™ of the accused, snd the "prime" witness! Perry not only did not dany
thie socisl relatisnshin, he expended én i%, telling me whed B 2id not know. dow

_much of 1+ is entirely true, I do not Xnow. Some I do believe, like I£ seeming to

bave funds avasilable that could not have come from his employment. There is ne

resson to believe his mother could have supnlied ir (or would) or that his fether
did (the home broks ty th time he was 19, Yo fore the assassinstion. Yet M hed

an expensive car, atc., and, what Perry added, seemed to hsve enough rnorey %o

drbp, regularly, sbout 40 in gembling. Meanwiile, first pretending not to recall,
Rus=o then had only an indefinite recollection of having this hendblll and seys =

he kept things like that and used them =s bookmarks. I asked him to get 1t for me, -
o said it mes in his fether's house aad his father would not let him in. I asked.”

Yhimto get his brother to retrieve, and_apparently_ths ssme antagonistic relstion=-

shpp exists. It is obvious a phone call to the father would have doune the.necessary;

or thet the prupose Would have overcome the situeticn. . o ‘ a ’

Remember Russo's story thet Lendry's folks hed asked him to intercede
with Ferrie, to detach their son? Well, I have seen & rather abundent Lendry file,
not through Jim, and their is no indication of this, no mention of his neme, etc.

The combination of thirgs leads me to ths Dossibilities, The two nost
onvious are varisnts of one, thst Russo wes & plant, for the accomplished purpose.
The nuestions are is he that kind of Buy, did he do it just for kicks or the ‘
attention it would get him? Or did someone put fim up to 1t? If toe storles {all
of woich go back to nim ) of the problems he had meking @ living are true, then

‘it would seem he was not psid for this. At least, not in sdivance. 1 have mo resson

to believe he was an agen® of some kind, but his function, like tihat of others,
was so close to agency does it meke any aifference? It is strange snd perplexing.
Distressing, tco, that no one in the entire office ever considered any investi=
gation of eny of the friendlies. To see if they were, most obviously, and to

see if truthful., Jim hes the ego that would hsve told him his own judgemsnt is
211 he needed. The others would not cross him, do what he did not suthorize.
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: This leeds me to other not-unrelsted thoughts. In this cxse, there
can te an sccusing finger et Moo, the Phelan thing. However, in the shsence of
real resson to believe otherwise, I knmow it is possitls to moit the bigzest single
thing, having elready reported it end just overlooking it. dad I not done tnis so
often nyself I1'd not be ss willing to concede the possibility. I do know thst Phblan.
did not ss'c the direct cuestior of Russc, for Matitwes there end L believe Mat¥ -
to be truthful (he has remained silemt %o me). - ' C

.So, there is no solid accusation sgainst ioo hez_'_e.P’Possible,vyes._

Receil the scene 'I.des'cribed to you after ons of my trips, fi’is—v Lc:yngon'

" which T started in Minn? Where I confronted Moo,in. front of Tim, et the WOAC, L ..

on their breerh of trust in calling the boy ix ead questioning him when *hey were’’
not in & position to ask even his age und bBave &n answer for ohscking hi:z accurzey?
This ceme to pass when Moo told Lou to get aim in for Lou and Alcock %o uuestion.

1 sbould havs toought tois through then but didn't. They wWould not hava done this
on Moo's werd alone, I think Moo was instructed. I will never forget hisz out-—of- .
charecter vlacldity at the tough things I told hiz, to hiey face, in front cf J5.m,
nor the aver-incressing purple in Jim's, as he looked et lios, not me. As I think

~ about this, 1 believe the normal o resction would asve been to left me have one -
‘4n the nose. He is bigger, younger, and an accomplished box'er. But he tooic it, .

without sny meeningful enswer.

I have earlier written you about the possibility Boxleymwss doing >on1y,*

' what- he wes told yo. I believe you told me ary hed suggested this to you, or

she t0ld me. I think that trsced back to Boxlsy. However, efter my recent con-
versstion with Pslmer, I am more persusded this is likxely. Teils does not perdon -

_ Boxley, nor diminish the horror be slmost brought to pess. Eis snd Monte relstion-

ehips with Jim ore different. iloo's js one ir which he either dces_whet Jim seys
or is propered %o lesve the ofiice. His future is clesely tled to Jimts, and 1 heve

not ruch doubt he has a genuine attachment that probebly works beth ways.

From materisls I nave hed access to recently, the total absemce of any
refarence to or indication of Russo in connection with Ferrie serves to make me
wonder about so ruch, with a besis I didn't neve earlier. This is pert of the
resaon I heve Been trying to get the NOPD I.U. fre-agsassination files on coth . - .
Ferrie and Li0....It may also bs psrt of tae reason I haven't gotten the,..3uf; £
you have bgen thinking of tae N.O. stuff pessing tatwesn Fsul and me recently, when -
I should not be tsking the time from cther work, this may expend the reasoms that -
should have been cbvious. For now end unless I ssy otherwise, keep it to yourself, - ..
I expected Moo to phone me yesterdey p.m., ond I ted hoped Lou would phore me after . -
getting my letter, but neither hes. I slso suggested %o Moc, in the few words we
hed thme to exchsnge, thet he Might went to talk to ~ou before réturning csll.

Aside from the grneral cenditied in the offica, he mey 8lso have been %no bBSY.

On snother subiect. I presume, with e week Yaving paessed, that my sugsr-
tolersnce test was within normel range. .

Sincerely,



