3/12/70
Dear Gary,

¥ o . Your letter of tha 7th arrived yesterdey. I respond in the ususl haste
" ' 80 that, after getting Lil to wdrk, I cen also psume i%. Unless the mail impinges,
- I went to staert working on Rhoads, first with a letter preparstory to:the appesl -
- he offered.to expedite. The record that emerges from the summary offthis file’ 1s"
T e one no decent men could live with., I intend telling him just thet and daring him

G s .. .%o.review what he has signed. Perhaps the sctuslk filing of the suit on the Ray -

4 7. stuff will stir him a bit, for it hold forth then prospect this record will- be:

g spread on a court record. - o '

If tkere sre taings in your letter o whoeh 1 do not comment, this does x~
tot slgnal disegreement. Yerely time. : ' ' L

I em, In gererel, in sccord with your medicasl obeervations: To a large
, degree they exvress. my own teliefs. The one ares, aside from still hsving no
~ - reflection of either the desire or intent %o inform me, where I remein discuited
“...1s there seems to be no exploration of the kind of thing that could.cause such things .
-~ @s”a sudden tlood stovpege. This 1s tue longest consultation I've ever had at -
' Group health, Normall they allow on 20 minutes for a "complete™ physical. Had tnis

-y not been s new:doctor;;cn nis first day, it would not bave bappened, His training

-~ also is different, as 4 could dected in his methods and tae things he did thet - ... .
others didn't. 2e is en Indian, which nerheps expleins it. I elaso feel there shauld
h:ve been a complets neurological exam. B .

Gary Short: sfter you read the letters atteched to the complain, whiich
‘ is nots all of them, pserbeps you'd like to csll his et*ention to them. I think there
j is enough there, egoin on the integrity of govermment. It mekes little difference
i -~ %o me whether he: wents-to do & show by phone or not, but * heve done one on this for
jce Dolan, snd it stunms.,

g : . . .Sey nothing &bout 1%, Bud Bud i's now of Rey's counsel. He is fnforming -

4 v ‘his "essocieties”, including Stoner! We'll see what ensues. I think & while beck .

i ‘anyone would have celled this impossible. I've been working on it for meny months. =
I think it remains unrecognized, but eside from the content of my work in COUP IX, . .
which should-be enough to get him s trisl, this suits slso bolds thet prospect, but -

© not with the kind of counsel who hed represented him to dete B AT S

. Thenks for the postsge. The things'1n_ybﬁr‘Mary;letter deel largsly with
what I've not been in on. Sorry to hesr of her son's iliness. How serious is it?

I've hed no answers on the Bonner letters and I didn*t expect any. I
merely wanted to let her imow and make e record. However, If I could get & smsll kmd
band of younf lewyers, I feel I couldyt accbmplish much with ¢ivil suits. I wrote
en old friend now a successful lawyer in Chicsgo ssking him to learn whether s suit, .
egsinst Hel lberg could be fruitful. I have ne doubt of the libel nor of the melice

.. of intent, s current prerequsitie of a libel action. The most dremstic, bowever, Tuew
.. would be against the TV nets/FCC, with the possibility of both hesrings smd suits.
‘essPart of the current Pap Brown stuff is like a persphrasing of tarts of COUP.

¥y plens in the Ray metter do not erd here, but I alsc think it expedient
not to meke mention of what I have in mind, in severel areas. The hsrdest things
for ze in this kind of thing is patience, going slowly. Being slone snd without
mesns also mekes it more difficult.

Best,



L R March 7, 1970
Dear Harold (ccPaul, DIcK): o [y - s o -0 o P cnt
I am exhamsted from two days of arguing with legal authorities, etc. over a girl they
picked up for aggravated arson.. She came into our free psych clinic in bad shape, and
we weee trying to keep her together'and out of trouble, but due to a screwup in the .
regular psych service which should have béen looking after her, we weren't enough. So
~'she went out and set.a fire. ' Despite the fact that she is clearly psychotic, even to

.»va layman, they put her in jail. - T warned them that she was potentially a suicide and
also potentially assaultive, and pointéd out that this (along with her pgychosis) qual-
_ffied her for the psych ward at general hospital. Well, they didn't do anything until
- 7'6 'PM Thursday when they called me for advice dfter she assaulted a few people. . T pointed

out that I had predicted it as a virtual certainty. So, after another::day of hastle:
I got her imto the hospital. . =~ + T leeiooo Tieem oD

I have not seen the colum on Garrison's alleged .ackivities with a 13yr old which

Paul mentioned in his letter to you of FEb. 28. ~If anything like that comes out
Garrison will be nailed into a coffin based on allegations that he was persecuting = -
Shaw for sexual reasons. o

If Paul succeeds in proving that the JFK head movement coulld be consistent witha . .
shot from the rear (a certainty would be impossible given the rew data we have, and -
also the lack of data on muscle tension and nervous reactions), it could not explain.
ﬂxelcnckingofbloodbackandt}nhmdd;mgofaskullfmgm:rttotherear.’Lifton
mentioned this to me some time ago I think, .although perhaps he was referring to the
. Riddle hypothesis ‘about a high shot from the front accounting for both head movements.
" Another serious question which such a hypothesis will have to .answer is the .pattern .
.of apparent damage to the brain.  Admittedly, there is missing data in this area, but
there is enough even now to make a bettér case, I think, for a hit from the right front.
. . Rémember, I postulated a double head hit very early based on the damage to the brain,
not the Z film. . There is, however, .one interesting item in this case in regard to the
possibility that shots came only from the rear: the possibility that the knoll was a
 .diversion. The smoke cn the knoll, for @nstance, is not very easy to explain, unless
" ‘one postuddee the use of soame soart of firecracker rather than a rifle., If someone has
a good explanation for the smoke--that much smoke (remenmber, they could see it on the
overpass which is not that close--I'd like to hear it so I.could se t my mind at rest
on this wild-idea. = . . - o e e e . L N

My statement about Dave Lifton.getting all the testimony was probably in.error--in any

‘event, it was a slip on my part since I have heard no such thing. Dave did not get the
" . testimony from any of us.including Mary. .It may.have been mailed directly to him. - Mary

“is probably not even in touch with Garrison anyway. SRR A

Your letter of 2/27 comments on the homosexuality section of Coup.’ Within my letter of
Feb. 22 are scme specific suggestions for how to handle it. You could write what I sug-
.. gest.at the.bottam of page two of my letter and easily fit the space by writing a short
- . summary of ‘the top paregraph on page.3 of my letter. Once you leave out what I-suggest
" there will be sufficéént space on the page for enough discussion to get the point across.
I feel strongly that some of what I feel should be cut out will greatly weaken your book
and make it quite vulnerable to legitimate criticism. Things will be even worse due to
. the Shaw case and if anything on Garrison's sex life surfaces,. . o ,

Insofar as questions of contact.between Lifton and the office, this would be a waste. of
" time to pursue. The less we all are involved with them the better as dar as I am con-
cerned. The more T lemrn of the office and Jim the more disenchanted I become. They
have cost us, empecially you, invaluble-and'incalcuble time, energy, and public support,
and we may never recover all we have lost. .We have gained vittually nothing as far as
I am concerned, sinee everything they. did is unfimished, and all needs: to be independently
checked. If someone in N.O. wants to send Dave transcripts then they have an admittedly
short memory, or perhaps they are trying to assuage their guilt, or perhaps they are crazy,
" or perhaps they even are just simply letting by-gones be by-gones. I don't think that :
. they really care about the case and 50 am not really concerned about who does what in



the office. In fact, the fact that they apparently sent Dave the transcripts he has

may be the most direct duggestion that we have had that they are dropping out. ' Only

if they are detaching could they not care who gets them. If they were seriously involved
they would bear the normal human’ grudges, only probably more so after the loss of the
trial. .The only real concerns I have about Lifton would be solved if he would tr'ust
somecne . like Paul to go over hJ.s nanuscrlpt.

Matt's failure to respond is more llkely Matt's do:.ng than J:_m S~ H:Ls contact w:.th Jum
is mostly connected with Vince's visits there, and Matt isithe worst cor'respondent I know.
Be51des, I s1ncere1y #ﬂ#ﬁ#ﬂi doubt that J1m would J.nfluence h:.m not to er.te me.

I m afmd to say, as much as. I would ln_ke to travel back Bast and make myself avallable
to you that there is no chince of it. - 'As it locks I have no vacation days until after
October, and probably noteven then! My Dallas trip ate up my vacation in advance.

My fmna.nc:.al status has ;unpmved a bit since I got inother taise at the clinic. They
don't want to lose me to the Mayo Clmlc I guess' I am now. workmg full t:une every
week. .

I just don't have time to sit down with my disorganized files and explaln what SS.stuff
I Wave wanted at various times.. One thing I want very much to know ‘about y ‘however, is
Puterbaugh's role in planm.ng the motorcade, why .he was in the pilot car,. and where .
Wedemeyer (also m the pllot car) cames :Ln. Anyth:mg on IRS man, Sterlmg Powers"

Do not agree w1th any rose - thorn hypothes:.s on the nicks in the tie. As an old con-‘
‘servation Jman, I too am# all too familiar with the potential of thorns. More important,
however, is.that.Jackie's.roses undoubtedly. had no .thorns, unless Dallas was even more
._inhospitable than we .would ever have J.mag:med ‘By theé way, too bad you had to .cut down
the multiflora roses--they are one of the best. ‘sources of wildlife food and shelter. I
spent many a day, say 10 or.so years.ago, plani;mgg them. I'd better get off this subject--
talk of the roses rema.nded me of what a pleasure it 1s to stay at your place.

You had fllled me in before on the Armstrong exhlblt, Ruby notebook stuff as’ 1t pertalns
to Crafard. I think that 1t 1saverys1gnlflcant find. . S

I never got the Goulden thmng from Vince.  He ]ust forgets such th.mgs.,‘ I don't have
it myself . I'm sure the archives does. I have written Vince on 3 occasions about it.

, On Shaw s sult, generally agreed. . ‘This further under'llnes my concern that he, really has
~ a strong case despite the odds agalnst him beat:.ng Jim in this one. The poss:.billty that
someone else, perhaps just some prominant citizens, are’ goot:mg the bill-is a strong:cne
in my mind. Inanytowntherearen‘anywhowouldcometothedefensemsuchacase. I
- myself am on-his side, regardless of, whether he, :Ls gullty ar, not, since we have no way of

detemu.nmg that. Garrison had'no case. , . :

- I th:mk that 1t mlght ‘have been better to waJ.t on that LOOK letter. It will undoubtedly
_..put John up tight, Whlch would be’ bad commlcatlon—w:.se if much. of. “this is just a mistake.
From what Dick says, he has no reason to believe that John has stolen from him. If this
is an archives mistake, or even purposeful actlon, then we really may have been a bit
has
AgrEe’d that Morey's prlces ‘were not too great. I wonder why we were each billed ‘for differ-
.ent amounts. This is dot relevent to the fact that he forgot to bill me for the whole bus-
iness. What I want to know is that glven that he billed us separately, why did he charge
me twice the price.. His work is not that great either. .

-I haven't gotten any further with the Betty Parent thmg I‘s:anerely doubt even the
“ present Shaw suit will get the N.O.-office to do any real work.. What about CD2ul:
»_u38-!+0” I don't know what :Lt 1s by< number alone. Flll me inor o eloocoomTao T

Good work with getting together w1th the SS. - Th.ls was smart and mcredlbly pmductlve
You should do more and more of-this sinee it is something you are good at. This is the
reason I hate to see you wasting time with the Nichols thing or ‘Lifton things until they



real;ycmetoaheadcrthefactsareloo%clear Allofthetmenecessarytotryto
understand their behavior, espec:.ally g:.ven that we cannot assume rationality, is a
terrible loss, and you prove it to me with each letter. You accomplish so much more
whenywa:evmkmgfomrdtranyoupmventthanfmmnnnmgbylodcngbadmm
that 1fyoukeeptheworkgomgalnad,,mmllmvefonm'dfarnore#than:Lfyoutake
on the joboftymgtokeepmmweaksa.sterslnlme This is what I #dj#iléd#E mean
when I say that they are costly.because of the time of yours which is wasted. Paul and
I are limited by tur academic committments, and the only big advances to be made, save
thruxghluckattheamhlves,mllhavetobemadebyyw ththemore, youaregood
at this and are probably capable of just about anything, so it is better to keep rowing
than to patch the leaks. When the leaks are too big, and when there is no question
where they are, then we can all patch them up. Let's worry less about anticipated
trouble and set our sights on goals ssch as your marvelous direct approach to the SS.
Given what we kmow of this case (at least in my opinion), what might be gained from 4
dirett approaches may be far more, or at least more unpor'tant, than what me may stumble
on in the archives.

On the medical thing, from what you have told me, the new doctor is doing the right
thing. His manner, as pou have described it, sounds like the manner of a competent
man. Leave it all to him. You can't afford to worry about it any more. Give him

a chance to getafeel for your case. Ca.‘lmngtheamaety, by the way, will make his
job easier, since it will lessen the probability of anxiety-related things interferring
with the tests, exc. and making them hard to read. I strongly suspect that most if not
all of what you have described to me is anxiety related, and resulted from all the
pressure you have been under. You must know that If I felt otherwise I would make
certain, one way or another, that you got some sort of immediate medical attention,
although I'm not sure how I could go about it.

If the Ray thing gets into court I will get pou out here to speak. Gary Short at
WLOL would like to see you again, and so would the others. We would need some sart
of publicity angle though, at first, like Ray getting into court.

Well, I've got to go. Take care and give my regards to Lil.

PS: Coming under separate cover are tapes of Penabaz and Lulu Belle Holmes (aka Rita
Rollens when she saw Vince) which I got from Hargis. I would like them back, but
use them as long as you like.’
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