4/26/70

Dear Ggry .

There vas something 1in your let terxto Richsrd sbout which I hed ne
_ time for conment yesterday. lntemittently i% hes been in mind. I think I should
;address 1t. I do not gel the letter out Tor it is toe import rether than tna
"'exsct wording thet bes, intermittently, disturned ‘me.. . -

S rle apparently nsd writ+err y*u ebout tne -nternec*ne trou‘*les, mich
. 8re- only too resl. Tre only reference tou madse.wa: to Sylvis and Thornley. Dut:
you added thet you ked, in ef“ect, been dregzed into this about two yeers ago,
more or less kicking anl s‘trugglin,, to your regret then end since and much egains‘h -
vour will. ,

ar

In tae course of thinking about tals, a nav r=allzaticn came to me. I
'vill probab.:.v ze;er to 11;.

e Tuis ensral ac;ltude sugges»s ,t.let ofa surgeon wao % ,giVexi a rare il
" ard unu suul type of treek in e tone %2 mend. In tie ccurse of his work ke elso -
-~ - 'rinds & cencer. But bhie job wes t- set tuis diffficult break. So-be doest end waen
oLt ae is finisaed he.is proud of fus skill,’ having dope.tae diffiwvult thing well. .But.
3 he nasn *$.touch’ toe. cencer, for nis job 88, he saw:it; wa's tn. sat the bohe. And -
thet he nes Gone. : . ’ '

So I ask you whet 1t is tust too few of us are engeged upon end why
we do it, whst toe consequences ere i1f nobody attempts it, whet if we feil? What
heve the discernible conzequences been already end wia%t csp ¥e now see or reasonsbly
believe they have orought about?

" TIs thise some 1ntellectual exerciee for t:ne occupation of idle moments?
Is 1% just snother challenge, & puzzle to paess time withv Is it a diversdon in
which.we  can. oleasurebly pass- time seeking papers tx.at are nidoen and tneu using
-~ them in 8 meaningless ST ort of cangrams?

o I kn o not for me ond I em certein not f.‘or you.

= '..-e have undertaken a tasu I thirk history WilL record as one ol the most
‘difﬁcult ever sssayed by e few nobodies, ‘powerlese’ people of neither means. ner
concection. The utlimate stake 1s a concept of.society, freedom as we heve knowa:

it or in sny rationsl concept of the condition, not impossibly tns future ol the
world and whether 1t continues to exist, in extremity. Your formulate it eny wsy

you went, snd I thin‘c in some menner you will be saying tbat the political assassi-
nations, of which slmost none have considered more thsn that of J¥F¥, have essentidally
the -maning I heve gziven them in the foregoing and in my writing.

. Trying to-do aomething about this is no game, no play for children, ho
divertinz intellectusal exercise, no way of pessing Dours not otherwise committed.
. It is grim, depressing, as hard as my kind can conceive e d, %o me, despite the . .
‘ ‘'seemingly insuperable odds, the mxgmdxiw ' - urgent’ necessity. I apare you - exposition -
of tne futility &f your trainigg is people are to live tn toe kind of world that
can emerge O has begun to emerge- from the purposes /already‘ served by these
aasassinations.

With whatever formulation you cen agree with, if it is as uncomplicated
as the sincere telief tiis is something importent and we ows an obligation to try
end do sanething sbout it, how cen you mske any effort et ell and say you are eorry
you are involved in the conflicts? Cen you, in fact, do any serious work here with=
out being part of the conflicts?
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detached end you ssk yourself,. whathar or not you wers: irurolvad in-any, WO
"things: was I rizht and can you "be neutral.

I do not have to tell you that in all endesvors involving, no matter how
or toc what extent, buman teings, there are, inevitably, some conflicts. We ‘seem. ’
o have zttrascted some of the stranger cherscters. Perhaps, in my own ways, I e
strsnge, too. But it is & reelity thet.some of us are what we are, do whet we: do.
There are inevitatle conseruences, on-what we seak, on iandividusls.

. Eech conflict 1= different, must be. handled bty maans sulted $o it.".v“
Mexd I rﬁmind you bow long I stayed sloof from the lf’l:c:L business aﬂd s now:
acknlowedgze ‘with bot the tast _judgenent, encauraginv you to leeve it al'*ne? o

¥ I also grefsr to remain secarated from such mpleasantness, es what rationsl
© teing doesn't? n.ver since 1've g3kad myself wgs I nnt wrong not tc spring in. witn‘

bota feet at the outnat. I wondsr if those he has turned off would Bave done
scmething wortnwaile. Tnose he has subverted ars nopele:s anNywWaY.

. Most of these eltbar centar around or involve me. Sgme have been cuite
peinful, all have bean costly, some in assorted ways. I savs trisd %o resct or-
not resct to each asg, with the fraility of msn's :,itind and the involvementsz of his
emotions, seemed right. Some I hava-ignored. Some I Beve-tried to ignere and couldn't' :

“Others I've tried %o ﬁ:} sonath'n? abcut fr:m +"be first. "nl] time will. aq«es= my
wisdon ""Id juﬁgament. i :

Let me assess a few of these, wi e} nﬂ nrﬂtprse that I #sn be at all

TFirst there is Garrison. 1 bad my first doubts in 11/67 waen he was

a0 lost in his o¥n importance, sc oblivious of his unoriginality, tast he prectised
422 speach he was %n meke st the Southern Celif. »ross meeting on me one night in
his den, entirely oblibinus of the fact taat he had eritted it sll from the intro-
duetien of PW! I ssked him" for the book. ke seid he was never without it, handed

it to me, and thnose pages wers bent down, This Wss less of s new experience to me’
than you mey know, beginaing wl th RTJ and tae film of ths seme neme. “t was sadden-
ing, but not my first rutbing sgainst intellectusl disihonesdy or thievery.- Nor did
they sddress- the central aastion, whetter or nbdt he wae right-in what he seemed °

to te sngaged upon. In retrocnect :I cen hope he never hanpernad, but this is. ' RO
futility. Ba wes very real. Howevsr, once I was a=are of this aspect. of uis cha"acter

and only too. soon of the guality of his "work", Inhad ‘decisions to meke. ,'_«?ne one :
-1 did mske msy or may not asve bsen the right »ne., It cost like hell. It “toni time

vou may th ink I might better have spent otherwise, and I would not, seriously, .
disoute you. You have zn ides of wiat I aid, wast it cost end what %de resulis were.. .
Tet me oversimplify to save $ime amd ask you wast ths alternatives would have been

in anly one a2rea, if£ I had not jone what I did to prepara them for our disaster,

of wnich, in pert, you have coples; if 1 nad not backgroundsd %tnem on Frazier and
Finck and given them unprinted and then "unpublizihed" meteriasls of velue t: me

and mine alone to use? If 1 hsd not been atle %o get scme of tie witnesses {1like

the Witnessea) for tnem? Seperate from the decislon snd the permeeting incompetence
is an official record, the first in court, that is our way. The cloice here is
batween Sylvia 3 path end mina. Ylnat would you nave done, wiat yould you. .Lave had

me do?

: "’han there is Vince, who iz close to you. Suppose I had not, mowing :
ell I did thet werned me against i%, *aken bim slong and involved him 11/587 Tould
#e have survived it? You'll mever tegin to sppreciste the 2ost in immeasuresble
terms. Or that soon thereafter when I uad to fight him end the entire N.0. operae-
tion, so herd snéd so slone, on the proceeding in Judlge Hglleck's court Hzd I not,
had I been quiet, had I svoided the conflich, had 4 not, in fact, done all the
work for the entire thing, idlcuding thet of the medical experts fnr them, what
mas the alternative? And on the other side, what is toe positive accomplishment

ﬁpresented here, 1f you agree there is one? But, it meens 2 Most dissgreeable con-
ict.
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The next two of the numerous disputes 2re more -personal and are of .
the new era in wiich we are, where Ithink, at present, our best possibilities
snd most difficult possibilities lle. I refer to Nicbols sad Skolnick. Both are

-..crooky, tot steal my work, and this is encugh to zet me involved =nd angry. But -

Flemmonde, fsr edample, stols it,wmolesals, as 3isé Turner, and I d1d nothing ebout
either. Mark did worse, stola and then defamed, ,ndlessly, ayt, woen ths occasion
demandad it, in pudblic “ praised hiam for teat for wich + believed- e could be .
praised. So, frou the record, it is zct tneiavery alons- Lhau gets me iuto conflicts
tnat are open. The zuestion to me sad theon2 1 pose to you is wiet napnens 1L T

“""do.not do whet maxes »f taesc thizgs e ccn“lict? Tnat happens to us if Michols

goos to court sad gets tossed out? OT Skolnick? I put my money where my. mouth is,
so to spaaX, dslnz so woney. It cost ms *L:a time of writing snotber book, btut T
2id waet could be done to defead 2nd wiat could te done to warn nis lawyers. wio
hzd more wisdom then Jonn and 4idn'’t then 90 formard. With all of tais; puw know
how I wrots him two w2eks ago, What ke was, not to ay kaowledge, then up to, what
hss ceme out since, ani how he declines fais I think gansrous 1if posszikly fodlish
genbdre, But tue purposse of tug *es.ure— wculd j ‘ispu‘.’.e or condema thaty I 2o

O ’tnot defend the yngam at it re mesan»s. .

I tain.c 1% not necasaary +3 isv=lop tais partder. You show I Lave ack

. f'.m u:r’l* to nrasem tie 'nost powarful argumsnts, nave not ‘sdequately develcped any, ’
L for I Xno wiust you know 2nd tuet. it usmeceszary. .uy point g to hove.you face -
“Uthe elternstives %o onis. jnternscineiwsrfare. Supposs 1'd abandoned. Garrison? »_if:’

Lat him, witn Viace's strongest enr-omagem.e"t, bock ous of the Uashiagton suit

entirely. Let John get clobbered in thes “ichita court, or get some stupidity
in LOOX, t- be shot dgwn like tas others. I know my health would have besn
uat+sr, “1] finsnces lags decparate, my productivity mued aigher, 4+ wbere wuld
¢ ba nows

If you. canncrt say w \voulq ba better o"f, ‘t‘nen‘ you hav- to say these

:'-“era necessary coaflicts,

- : ”hey involved veu oaly sligh%ly. Save for 3 Iitsla time wita Lifton, E
hev involved you only tno 'th~ extent that vou ynew of tiem, They made no demands: -

Cen you, your time . your . "esouf'ces.

. But yau tell m.ch you ars sor"y tc be *nvolved. o

«: L ask: you how you can- be s,.ncere 8\‘011 be fine wor‘c you 60, tne time o

_and otaer things you 1rvest, and pot be involved?

Nobte I do not say more involved. Eack ‘of us must do wast he cen, sm
nons cean or should demand of omexs what taey cannot do or ere no%t in a pmition
tn doe R .

. If I fail with Skolnick, end how hoavily the odds stack agains‘c sus.cess,
you'll heed no exposition of tihe slternetive to ccnflic’c.

S Citation:. Thoreau. -

Sincerely,



