' in the Ray cese during the nignt, I picksd up e NYTimes %o see if they-earry. .

" like what 1s quoted. '~

6/5/70
Dear Gary,

' Unly fhé very high regard in whicn T ’:'nd;w’ 'jouh 4ho‘ld‘ your proféé"sor -
prompts tais lstter. I e.d inte‘hded talding a nep witht tais time, for I em
that weery. Yesterday I almost feinted shortly after getting up apd @ressing..

I am still dregging. And I will nsp when * ginish thise

"I had to go #nto town todays Heving feerd e fragment .‘.alaldu'c”,~a",d‘vév‘elopxient*,-".;.\

anything. And lo and behold, there on the first page, is your peofessor in e very:
public bid to totelly slienate his dasughtedl o '

7 Likevso.meh:j busy me'kn with specislties, he bes to %= unde?inforﬁxed‘.“,'fhisr
is one ol tue great end painiul costs of modern 1ifs, especially smong professionsls.
iis cannot possibly know_anyth;lng about Agnew or he'd never have sﬁaid‘a»nytn_ing T

This is Dot tb say thet whet Agnew is quoted as seying them is' felse.

"It isn't. It 1¢ true. e is not opvosed to sll dis=ent, Ze fosters that of the -

fascists- and I do.not use s figure of speech. But he hes en undeviasting record

' of opposing sll democratic dissent, He has fouled the length emi the bredth of the

country sponsoring fascist dissent, to tae point that thousends of letters pémred -
in praising speeches he hsed to cencel end didn't meke. ' :

His record )is uni'élieved. He is a devout, sincere, practising raeist.

His record ss govamdr is that of oppression sgeinst black students whose
complaint was constructive and.too-long sublimated.. His setion was: so violent, so

" fascist, so racist in toue Southern tradition 1t made him vice president, Thurmond *s

persona] choice, s men whose record of race was asccepteble to the South.

. 1 fesel 61lso toat aside from the déstruction of his: reletionship, with his-
daughter snd her further separation from the realities of modern life, he will soon

= enough find liging with tiis record uncomfortsble if not intolersble, There certainly "

must be emough of you students there to tell 1t to bim like it is. He'll suddenly :-
be considering himself & Judenrst end mey wonder if the chembters are not to be -
chosen instead. Especially after his recent personsl expe:iences; e o

Here aghin you see one of the trsgedies of the unpublishability of my’
recent work, for he could not read the government part of COTP II, the lset chepter
added, and the pespers of snd result of the suit and remsin believing there is eny
truth that can be produced by eny high person in this administraticn. Continuation
in 1% 1= incompetible with knowing truth ané kolding it cdeer, as it is with eny
belief ir the mest. fundsmental decencies...You know, as 1 heer Nixon the: other night,
all I could tuink of is thet, asside from stridency end noise, I'd heard this el 1. -
before, in the 1930s. The piety, tke tretense of bigh prineiples,. the sickening.--

.. dishonesty of the pretense any negotlation was intended (when, in fect, the minimum .
.4erms sre the free delivery st the conference table of what cannot bte extorted by
" force of armms), tie bland presentation of tne irrationel ard incredible as a EXNFe

completely ressonsble solution - even when 1t is is open violation of our pledged
word (like the slleged purposes of our wer being tc meke South Vietnem free wkeress
we sre pledged to its non-existenceé save as part of & unifled country following
elections that we prevented, knowing our finks culdn't win them, even erookedly),
and most frightening of all, the solemn sssurance thet we hed achieved great
success€s by this Hitlerien invasion of a country who government we had just

overthrown, the real purpose of the .invesion ka beins to succor the unpospula
. - Pulay



fascisss we. inposed, thece who hed teen our menidesnts for years. Success?
Wakitx Whereirn lies success? In having the words memorislized with the lost of a
torn ten milez. from the capital while they Were teing softly spewed, like. a:: .

. gurgling rether- toen an erupting vomit? In ‘the loss of 20 eorrespondents?. 'In the
rretendsd empture of a cuantijy of rice tinat would require sbout 100,000 large
trakkloeds to. be trensported by thnse having so few trucks? In the presentation of

/-plctures as. evidence when these pictures eculd %= from sny stdckpile € the vest?
When that: very night tbe impoverished "enemy" set a record for the boinbardment

_Tof some . 70, places simultsnaously? L R

1*‘\,.,,.,,~  B P -'“‘""',‘,“

, Tl;dmgn anpriopriate, it is not eaougn to. sey; "I;ora, forgiva them; they
¥now not what toey do", These principled men, like bsbes lost in an evil woods,
bave just done an enormcus internationel disservice, with the best of intentions,.
. But how many more rcads to hell need paving7 And need those who would be angles

.. @o Lucifer's work for him? . ,

. This xind of thing I em, es you knom used to. hey;hurt. but_getuﬁi‘oi-g
~for they are too numerous. o hold.-, D T

‘ What I caxmot here ignore 1s what your friend has done to himself. He will,
in time, _cmne to see the norror fror his naivnte. ; .

If I understand the’ tam hinvie and can uroperly as=ess the motbon lyitg
under his quoted words, his. daughter is already sufficievﬂ'ly detzched, He. elso,
perheps despite it, still #owves her, regards their relstionship as somawcning more
than the conflict in cultures (toth, to me, futilities). I teke the 1ibéTty of makine
whet I toink mey be s constrictive suggestion, sozreth*ng ‘that mey tridge the gap
that, with jis doughter's understending, may widen. “g will not himself take the
time to research Agnew. Perhaps if ha ssks her to do™it tuey may both learn frouixo\t.
He may get a faint concept of wibat he has. juat done ‘and - able to atone end she x:.
msy come to learn that there is naugnt but futiligy end frustration in detachment
or politicel non-involvement. Zome of this is not in my files. But the re sre these
key points. Agnew became a Republican government in a Democratic stste ‘tecause the
men who captured tie Democmatic nomination; with reactionary, racists:and ultra .
: Demoeratic belp,’ is the worst in our politidal life in years. My wifs and I, for
_ exsmple, though Democrathr of long standing voted for Agnew mowlng nothim about
him simply because of the alternstive, The key points are his actions end statement
" at the time of black protest over the gross insdequacies of the' blakk (Morgan State):
college whan tne stste hasd a budgetsry surplus, His raecist remarks during tae”campelsa
1 velieve in Hewaii, of ell places, and the" mesningless, self-ssrving non-sequetur
of his "exvlenation™; the oo ntamporaneous scendal when tbe Nixon-Thurmong con-.
ference, hsving tesen taped in 1»:’t.azn:i., was made public, uis recall may nct bte
enough &o encompass Agnew's carser since, tuf beginuing with Des Moines, and
Birmingnam (lily-wh.ite, racist audience), nis speeches maks 1mpossible any
interpretation other thsn mine of his pretense Agnew wWas not opposed to demmcratic
as oprosed to rightist exteemist dissent. kie has, in fact, foster the dissent .
of the ultras and calls it good, L.e inherent snti-Semitism in ‘ais sttacks on’
the Washington Fost end Vew York “imes, both bssically yellow, 15 transperent.
the formulstion of als pnilosophical predecessors wasg "uptown editions of the -
Teily Worker™, - . . . ’
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I think ycu knw thet i£f I did not regerd this es 1mportan+"'to‘ your
friend, I'd not take the time for it. It makes me wonder whether taoce of us
woo @ight fasciam, long hsndicspped ty the atsence of those who retrested to the
ivory tower, csn survive their emergence. Those Wno are decent, I em convinced,
themsalves willi not. 4#nd this is the histroy cf the 30s sgain,’ fdr most nf the
intellectuals either abdiceted or beceme, lhterelly or through ignox-ance, one
kind or another of Judenrat...How they could ne s¢ ignorant, without lmowing

Agnew but knowing what had just befallen them, stuns me, Si.ncerely, .

1



