7/10/T0
Dear Gary,

Of all the things you say of Lifton, the only thing that is gew is that he really
does have somethir:. There was a tirw when Hal, Paul, Sylvia and ary, separately, sald
this, ani then lary said she had come to doubt it. I, of course, have no way of knowing,
but aftor all of this you should hoar the stuff he gave me over tihe phouc in 10/68 when I
ylelded to Hil's request snd phoned him when I was in LA, If that is what he has, we'll
all be bettor off if he never publishes. L have long believed that his psycho problem is
one requiring that he not come to an end, for that would destroy what meening he finds
in life. Amateur shrink. His crookedness is not news %o uze, as you know. Nor is it news
that Liebelr has what you say. I have had details for yearse. It is 40 dravers of reels of
migrofilm, and much classified. I knew of the ultimite falling out with him that Sylvia
and sgry had. “ary told me of it when she was here last year. Sylvia merely devoted some
of hermxx more picturcsque and deserijstive language to him, without adding details.

) I have knoun his character Bor a long time, since before I met him., I was reminded
long ago wheh you asked me to answor his chargese I then found evidence that in 1966 he
offered to help Lieboler against Lane, You mey remember that out rich buffs asked me to go
out and get Licbeler off of Lene's back, and that time I did, ldebeler flying avay from
each agrecd confrontation and remaining silent until JG opened up ‘our @ich friends, '
naturally, sticiing me with even my flying costs!), The only reasofi L met with hiu once

is to mave Bill O'Connell embarrascuent end the Lifton treatment,

It ha: long been at tie point where I have really wondered what side he is on,
regardless of his sickness. + had no proof that he had stolen from ldisbeler, but I had
assumed it. Do you now make sense out of that Receda business and his fabrications, his

getting Licbeler off the hook? Liebeler rugt have given him much of ite I doubt Dave
stole all of it. They had a cormon interest. My questhon is the degrec.

I'm glad you may be coming, You c:n stay here, as cen anyons you ray bring. Let ne
know the date., “ary plans to come in August. It woud perhaps be good i the visits could
coincide, although I can think of advantages if they do not. Anyway, I'1ll give you a dose
of aldfton you do not lknow. I did know and told Paul, who wouldn't believe it, thai the
Liebcher memo Dave used in his "book" was not from the Archives, The first page was a giveaway,
and it is the kind of thing Liebeler would have gladly fed him, no? It is difierent that the
official copy I have, :

I'11 pick up in the m.me I'm going to look at the new: and then %o sede Wach morning
now I'm taldng a stiff hour's wall up tiie mountain, and it is good for me, but I an
not getting the addcd gleep 1 should,

After almost six hours sleeps There was once a time when I'd have been anxlous to
imow what the Hewcombs have done with all that work that advances our lmovwledge in any way,
but, aside from always wenting to know whatever I may not, my chief interest would have been
to forestall anothe disaster. I am without your confidence in them or their work and do
not find it vossible to put any innocent explanation on their continuing relationship with
Dave after all they knew to begin with, The one good thing Fred did of which I know, at least
that I recall, he did for me, and the day for that kind of material is long since past. His
Z work is largely rubbish and was done with the wrong print for it to have the weening it
might have, ‘There are other excisions and we know about them much more dependably, We just
do not talk about them now because now they have no potential meaning or use. That time
will come and when it does we are already prepared for it, .uch more than you will know
until you are here. If I know when it will be and can make the arrangements, for 1 do not
possess this print, I will try to arrange for you to see a really good print and a really
slow-motion version, where each frame has been duplicated 10 times, for example, aud prints
where individial sections have been enlarged, without the distraction of other contents of
those frames, prints concentration on a single thiung, like JFK, etce I have as clear a



print as they saw, better than anything the Archives has except the slides, whitich are excellent
there, s L have to be persuaded that any of them are capeble of solid work or it

or capable of adding reaning to anyone with a clear print as compared to the poor ones, for

I am not persuaded that they have the knowledge that is required for understanding of any-
thing new in it, I do not think they know enough bout the :urrounding information, what

is iAdispensible. I am trouble that LIFE would go to nuts if they reall intend to sell it,
and any effort to sell it now is inconsistent with their entire history with it, Of this

I would like to uave more because I havd establi.ghed this much of a relationship with LIFE
on my owns what they would not let Bud, as Ray s lawyer, see, they did let ue see, with

no restrictions save that * not steal it, and that was not explicit. llore, because they

hed, as I suspected, uore than they had said, I could have stolen dut didn't, Instead, I told
them honestly that they had a valuable property they did not understand, that I believe I

do, and that i they ever intended doing more with ity 1'd tell the, what they do hawve. For
the most part, nobody is in a position to understand the obvious, that having become the
naturec of modern jourmalism. But to return to the beginming of thi: passage, I am not going
to continue to try and be fireman for fools and knaves not to be able to hurt as they have

It is not possible to succeed and it wastes too much time, when I have to .asie $o. much
anyway. Mary lmows what Dave has, or at least the significant part. I thini she has cowme
to have doubts, but because she has it in confidence I've not pres.-ed her on it., I think
her attitude to the lewcoibs has changed since you were down in Dallas, as it should huvee
They were very nice to me as hosts, but you know what happoned as sown as I left, and
people cabeble orf that are those with whom I prefer no as:ociation,

Your report fn Bradley is iandequate. de couwes accross as you describe him, but he is
also a wretched person, capable of real veil and up to some now, Ye mpde me a fow minor
prouises as thc result of a great afvor I did him, and he hasn't oven kept them, when
they mean little to him, In fact, he has, without those noble souls who lnow him so well[zhlx
telling anyone, becn maldng very bad noises -aside from his suit, about which they have
also informed nobody. So, of them, I remain with the feeling that they long to achieve
something, that it means much to them to think they have, and that they are incabale of ite
But this ambition dominates tihem. I hope that your visit with them ic not followed with you
as mine wase

My concern with Lifton is that he is in a positiocn to h ve significant thiasgs, from

what 1 have already told you 1 knew he had access to. _ong ago L gave you a dirferent
- account of his rczl relationship with Licbeler than was accepted, and his record lei't little
doubts But he is sick, and he can take somctling really good and twist it to find men fron
¥apg now in thos Drown and Root tinnels, or again return those papier-mache trees and have
flyinh saucers removing them at night, and ruin anything good he misht have. I had assumed
he got from Liebeler thm.g,ht theft and through favor, and when I ime how hard he was
trying to steal from me, : ere was no problem with his nmorality. T-c oaly problem continues,
his lack of sanity, his pmco’lca,pts. his irrationality, and these cminot be coped withe
Isolation will merely make him sicker, Naturally, if he knew naything of resl value, 1'd

ike to laiow it, but I've mnde and am making no effort. k¥ big worry is not what does he
know that I do not but of what is he capable that can hurt us all? Your description is of
two imuorals, each disapvroving the special manifestation of the imsorality of the other.
When Dave could not filch the entire thing, he scrcomed when Fred wanted to take partse
I have touble believing any rcal LIFE rep would havelet them get in a position where they
could really do either, As I have in anyone trusting either. If you can expend my inpuledge
in any way, I'd like it, but I do not think they told you anything significant and dependable,

I saw the draft of Sylvia's piece on Jarman?iielin, gave her a criticism sh: approved,
and have seen the finished form and De}lin's response, It is a fine piecc with some ;ood
content, but it is, aguin, the ghost of a ghost. We are far past such things in our knowledge
and 1 think that, essentially, they are a futility. Proving official dishonesty is like
sroving the sun will rise now.

The Clinto stuff apiears solids I liad nothing to do with it, but I wa: impressed by



the witnessese I have _iven that as.ect it a dimension it didn't have independently, New
witnesses and I have them on tape, I regret you will not be here long enough to hear such
stuff, and I really wonder if it is worth the time, We know that Shaw was not truthful,
Waht is not as clear as it could be is vhye I suspect that what I tolq you iz the case, what
you also seern to think, that he had other involvements, I remain with two belicfs undhakens
he was Clay Bertrand and he had a CIA function or functions, There is nothing new in my
telling you this, and you kmow some of it if you real all of COUP, Ho housed at least two
CIA outfits, and the nature of his leghtimate employment made some of this incvitable,

There nee d be nothing sinister about any of it, but that is somethingthat can beestablished
only with more knowledge, I hope Jackie will decide to let me know vhatever she does know,

I kecp more significant secrets than this about personsl lives, includdig more than one
about the i.ternationally important. You know at least onc, But I guess Jackic doesn't, If
she needs persuasioh, when you are here I'll show yoy, a file tiat shows the trouble I went
to to forestall such misuse of the innocent that could be made to look real nasty, involving
an importent family,

You read me clearly on the Ray inecarceration. Therc is no rush, but it would be good
to have t.at all lined up for the time when it can be used, Assuming the changes Nixon ig
meldng in the courts will not have made it a futility.

Tour bar appearsnce should hgve becn a rea; bash. As you may have seen, younger
members have become activisgts elsewhere, If any of them are ever anmious to nake a serious
attack on the seniors, I can help them, I havesomc and can get the rest of what they'd want,

In’ en effort to tone my muscles and reducing the pace of aging, I'm talkding a real
8tiff walk every morning it is possible, We may have rain sobn, so I nmay not do it
today. If you remember thc mountain liere, you'll know that four miles in it, at a brisk
pace, firut al: up steep hills, is work, so that the descent is not easy! I fear I'l. not
be able to emtend this because vhen I tried yesterday, there were three vicious dogs. They
may sark the highest pojt to which I can ascend on the road, and I'm not about tu tackle
the jungle. But 4i) will have bre:kfast soon and if it is not raining, I'll go get the
exercise, foliowed by a qudck dip and then work, The thing that I intead writing LI¥L about
is not Z but 14, the yesterday's quote from the DA acknolvwedging the tampering with basic
evidence, L have something official, unquestionable and very hot on that, I sent a copy
to the Washington Post last nighte If I had an agent, I'd have been on the phone to him
midday yesterday. The whole prosecution and the judge, who rung another in, were up to
something very improper, and it involved making the evidence unavailable, Say cothing or this,
but their slans even foresaw and depended upon changes lixon would make in tthe “upreme Court,
this Ve ! At any other time, it would be worth woasy, too, a story that could sell,
If I rite them, I'll send you a copy.

Glad Hal se ms to be getting interested again, He describes the girl in iyrope as his
dimpirtant zirl friend, but she camot be, He iz too involved to understand ite I do hope he
finds another who can be the real thing, not just the image of one, He has not told me of
the new one, and I refer to nene in correspondence, In fact, it has been a long time since
I bave heard from hinm and I suspect the reason is that he is getting op osition and resistance
from old friends in the media on FRA/ESUP, me or both, and he is reluctant to tell me, He
probably things he is saving me hurt, but all he could &lve me would be detail, * know the
fact, having my own ways of apprabsing it,

And glad you had so good a tine. We all need these things. You did what + never had a
chance to <o out there, go sightseeing, When I had time out therc, neither the Hewcombs nor
Burton tiought of ity and I never had tine in SF, We do hope you cen meke it here and that
you can stay for a £ w days, essl’ presume, having heard nothing from him, that lied's
visit with «cinreb produced nothing. I'd like to be wrong, but I think t e chances were
not good anyway. I hpge if this ic the case that it does not discourage him too much, He
spent a night with us, and we all enjoyed it Begt;,
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Dear Harold,

Thanks for your last letter and its enclosures. I had

a great trip to California-efhe first good vacatlon in

a number of years. I saw much of San Francisco, and got,
a chance to drive down to Big Sur on the coast road,
taste wine in the Napa Valley, go up the coast to Mendo-
cino, and yet still see many drug treatment agencies

and free clinics. Some of it has led to an as of yet
unconfirmed invitation to# be on a panel in Washington
this Sept. If that comes off we will be able to get
together, since I will be able to get to APA convention.

I stayed with Hal for a weekend and had a good time.
I spent some time with Paul adso, and met both their
girlfriends. Hal's important girlfriend is still in
Europe, but his current replacement is a nice gal,
According to Paul, the melon thing is dead and will
not be published by anyone. He indicated that he had
always felt that the head movement was 100% proof for
a shot from the front, and that the first time he
really doubted it was after the melon experiment. I
pointed out that my belief was based on more fhan the
movement, and that I knew the movement was not 100.00%
certain proof alone, and that T ha@# rejected the idea
of testing it because of the problems with such an ex-
periment, etc.

Hal is getting reinterested in the case, largely due
to FrameUp.

I spent two
the LA Free

days with the Newcombs in LA while seeing
Clinic. They have beenf working incredibly
hard on the case for the last coupla years and have come
across some interesting stuff. They have benefitted a
great deal from Mary's work--Mary being falrly close

to them emotionally. They took me to meet Bradly who

I found to be a docile, naive, dedicated fundamentalist
who would probably get along very Well with old HL Hunt.

In confidence, I learned some interesting things from
them. First of all, they,Mary, and Sylvia hasenot
spoken to Lifton for a year. They broke off as a
group aster Mary and Sylvia got together and found
that Dave had told them different stories and a # of
lies. Dave, as usual, is totally isolated again.
They considered relegsing.the; 1nf* t
that they know of, wh;nwangry, 1o o

it. All, however, feel that he will. never Dubltsh.
What he has that ## is of crucial importance came
from Liebeler, and that stuff tipped him off as to




where else to look. Liebeler apparently had a mini-archive with classified
documents in his home, and Dave used him unmercifully. When Dave# got some-
thing of real importance, he showed it to Llebeler, who contacted others for
a mini-commission meeting about what to do about it. Lifton then robbed the
memo on that meeting from Liebgler! The Newcombs feel that while Lifton now
completely disgusts them due to his lack of scruples, his d&shonesty and
thievey has been'the key to successi. Unfortunately, no éone is bensefitting
from Lifton's raids, etc. Another important detail is that Lifton and the
Newcombs got to spend a day with a LIFE copy of the Z film due to the fact
that LIFE 1s trying to sell it and they got a businessman to front for them
as representatives of a .phony corporation. Lifton had a plan to steal the
film and Fred got so angry. that he slugged him., Then when Fred tried to
pull a Tink and .photograph the frames, Dave §farted screaming. Ironically,
Pred and the others except for .Dave have shared what they learned from the
pert of ‘the film they studied, but Dave 1Is not sharing. Dave told Mary
one version of this, and Sylvia another.  They have a complete chain of
possession on the Z f£ilm which came from the records ‘of Tink's trial,:s

that stuff 1§ available publicly. ~ Please don't ‘refer. to any of this- in
letters-and keep It to yourself. ' ) : ’

Ned# tells me that Sylvia 1s doing an article for ‘the Texas Observer
charging Belin with subbornimg perjury. Ned is meeting today with-Lloyd
Weinrob, a minor commission latwyer who helped with LHO's biography.,

If the Clinton stuff is true, then I Would agree on that basis alone that
Shaw may have helped Oswald establish some sort of cover. I am not con-
vinced he is uninvolved in this affair, only dubious, .as you are, that he
was a consplrator.. He may be# connected with other affairs, including

CIA ones, which involve LHO. We are agreed on that one., But, I see Shaw
as a vietim in the NO trdal, perjury notwithdtanding., All Jackie was told
was Tthat Shaw knew LHO., I will ask her for more details if there " are any.
I certainly do not feel Shaw is meaningless--far from it--but feel that he
renresents some wasted chances from our end

The Bar A§sociation thing was fun, and seemingly successful. I pushed
your most ‘recent book, and Mpls sales will tell the story as to how’
successfully. e , o
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Ray's.incarceration, from. your description, would probably have the same
effect as brainwashing techniques in making his pliable. There is work
on this sort of thing, but little in the way of experimental evidence.

I agree Wwith your postulations about the ‘expected effects., All I dis-
agree with 1s the lmportance of artificial light. Continuous light

would have effects, and being ‘completely imprisoned to the pointof not. -
seeing outside would also. - Much of this could be argued by a smart aaWyer
with the aid of an expert ‘on. brainwashing tebhniques. So I agree with
your concerns and will see if I can get someone working on the general
deprivation problem.

Well, I'd better go now. I hope this letter finds you and Lil in good
health and spirits. . , ’



