2/28/69
Dear Gary,

The enclos=d is but pert of the dey's production, I've 2lso teken s
little time off to teke down & few of the trash trees, locuste, snd even threw
every blemed one where I wented it! ond with a l4-inch saw only. I feel the
slight exertion, but thet i: what I fesr I require. 1 heve grow so constsntly
tired, so uncertein on my feet end of my bslance, But I compelled myzself to . .
stey in bed seven hours l:st night and I ate & bit more then I would heve T
eerlier tcdsy, and@ from now cn, when the weather peormits, part of emch dasy I*1l
get & 1little work in outside. I rather enjoy 1t anywey.

Before I pick Lil up, I think I heve time to respond tc your 2/26.

soout Yince® he mey have misunderstéod, but I tell you I wss explicit
on my regqsons for not bteing there, to hin =nd to thosge who informelly asked me
%y pthone to return. You bstated it accurately. When Vince broached the autject
~ with mp by phone the 1lsst time we apoke, 1 repested it endrxreminded him thet he
kad mede tle arrengements, Hé did not even offer tc phone, He s8'd merely he'd
write them & letter. You se® whet hes followed his writing s letter. Need I tell
you that Be is in @ positien to hsve gusrenteed the deal he made, that he is
in » pesttion to heve advenced the money I do not have? You kno~ it ss well as
I, and you know he is spending not less then that and_doing much less, I do not
tnink even Vince, little 2s he eats, csn stay in New “rlesns as I hsw snd in two
weeks hove only four meels - and be treated to each, spending the restof +the time
esting but a glass of powdered skim milk for breakfast and s 19¢ hamburger for
suprer, nothing else, I am reluctant to cortinue this unpleasant affeir, bub 1
will not permit en inaccurate record to exist. Not only did * phone _ime bsfore
1 3jeft “ew Yrleens, but 1 also phoneu Maggie, and she was quite blun¥ in saying
she would not help.. I would be less thsn frank in-telling you thet I reslly eanted ©
stay, be€suse 1 considered whet might still be sslveged in Vashington more im-
~ portent and hed no resson to btelieve I would te listened to. And to this dey, N.O.
hes yet to tell me they will pey what they owe me, *t is not es Yince says they
told him in anything they heve told me, Vhen I laft oo said, leughing, ;hat Ita
te back. I told him he could arrenge it very eesily, snd thet is he didn %, I
wouldn't, ¥%hen I did lesve, he gid say he thought I'd be p=id. Well, since December,
when the arrangement was mede, know the money they have piddled awsy, end they
have yet to refund the money théy essked me tc spend - since then. vhen I now
heve my insursnce dm and do not hsve the premium, and scon must pay the interest
on my enormous indebtedness snd do not have thet, med I tell you how little I
could be in New Orleens living on even 19¢ hamburgere, with Lil spending $6.00
a day op cabs hust going to and from Work in mp absence? And this with no resson
to believe I'd be heard and less to believe I was wantea? I spent a night with Mett
last time I wes there and the rest of the time used Barbara's ilittle girl's tasd.
She slept with her mother. Matt bsd arrenged e barren apt for me end would heve
errenged the minimum furnishings, but es of then had not snd Im demned 1if I W=s
going to sleep on thevhakad floor and not have even & box to sit on. Yo, Cary, it
is not as you have been told. The resson is simply that im gave tke word. There
is no o*her reason 1 have heerd nothing, no other reasons Moo hes not returned
several calls & mede. I em much too tired to engege in futilities when I ced o
what may serve a purpose,

Howaveryp éince is correct in believing I wes enraged atout Weshington.
merhaps more, 1 wass enraged ebout his pert in it, end 1 1eft no doutt ebout this
ir talking to him, which is probsbly the only ressons we did get as fer as we ddd.
I think you should also know that I phoned Moo three weeks sgo end asked him %o
heve whoever did certsin cross-examining speck to me for five minutes first. Silence.

In this case, the frogmentation of the criticsl community hss nothirg to do with 1%,



They slso didn‘t vwant ee there for fear - kight not bte silent sbout some of

the wrong things there 1s every mreason to believe were intended, snd 1t is
possible that my expressed objections and stsence mey have had @ restraining effect,
Nor 1is it becaucze they have ro money., It would hsve cost much less then Rums

hes pissed away since then, on notbing st all, entirely unnecessarily., -

Enough of this disagreebble, unperdoneble mstter,

. "By not esk Bernashei? He is e fine guy. Addresc: Dept Clessics,
Queen's “niversity, Kingston, Ontario., dg ge busy right now, having just reiurnsd
to school, But weit until sfter finals. Kbep,your school work up.

You are quiteywrong atout Wecht. He is quite put out, end with every
reason to be., However, he is unchenged sbout the cese. “e likes belng sbused
even less tben I, not heving had my long experience at it.

Bethel is not mew %o me, Unly nobody would psy eny attention. I not
only suspected it, I got the pronf. Ynlesa & have n memo on it, have forsotten
how 1 learned it, I do recall whet he toldi members of the foreign press a year
g0, end that I reported it to “ou.

Berry et tie Ar€hves: I still regerd N.O. as inp-rtant, but now wuld
add autopsy. Hoover: egreed. L never did get the psges I asked for end ““ike could
not even find it! I tried that myself. Mstter of fact, on State, some of those
people never had the chence to check their own testimony, end the ressons are
spurious.

On the slides: thenks, 4t while I'd liks %o have themy I do not
ne=d them. I will not be making any eppesrsnces for which I am not peid. I go
to deeply in hock every time I gst & promise, for none sre over kopt and I sm
that much more out. I1'd rather stsy home snd get wore written, I will, howevar,
--go enywhare for the normal arrangements in speeches. :

Do not worry abtout paying for the books, and 1f and when you need more,
let me know bafore you run out.

Gotte rush to get Lil. Sorry, you heve to puzzle out the %ypos.

Beat,
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Dear Harold,

After I spoke with you on the phone I reached Vince at Matt's later in the day.
He said that he was not there when Marina was cross-examined hecause there was no time
since he was out working on something. He said that they were all set on Finck but I
went through the stuff on Finck with him anyway and emphasized what must be done to
him. Vince promised to speak with the staff and big Jim about the money. They told
him that they don't have any but intend to.pay you as soon as they do. He assumed that
you weren't down there by choice and that you were enraged about Washington and would
have not wanted to came. I assured him that this was not true and that two things con-
cerned you: the money and that you be listened to. I told him that you should be rished
down there, despite the fact that the trial is just about over, and used for what little
is left. He said that he would see about it the next morning (Monday). I empahsized
that there should be a critic in the room at all times and he agreed, and ## of course
he realizes that you are the most knowledgeable about what goes on. Ideally, they should
have had both you and Vince or you and Mark there, so that you could supply the info
quickly and they could confer on the legal aspects, and then both of you# could make
recammendations to Alcodk or whoever wag trying the thing.. Vince recognizes his lack
of knowledge and only went t6 do what he could.  He knows Mark is.of little use, although
he is much better than any of the staff on the details &f the case. I believe him when
he says that he felt that you were not down there by chiice. Jim, prohably on purpose,
and the staff have been negligent. You are the only one who could do the job in the
dept. where they ape most needly. Sylvia could have helped, but that of course is out.
So the situation is very unfortunate and is a sad but predictable result of the frag-
mentation of the critic commmity, breakdown in cammunications, and personality quirks
of Jim. I would have been willing to go wWown and live in scmeone's living room tohelp,
although I could not have done as much as you. But ewen without my files and notes,
I could have set them up for the simple task of tuining all those defense witnesses.
By the way, with regard to Shaw's boss, he claimed that Shaw was not fired.

I heard from Paul with a short letter and he sent old memos. He is busier and
busier as orals approach. Bernabei's work sounds excellent. Has he done memos on
the stuff on the rifle and Frazier. I would be glad to pay sameone for copies. By
the way, I still hope to have time to put together a memo on the injuries to the head,
but I am fighting to catch up for finals which came in two weeks. The flu cost me
almost two weeks, during at least a week of which I did absolutely no work.

WLOL, for some strange reason, hasn't been that interested in getting in touch,
and since my schedule is often unpredictable, there is little I can do. They can always
call my office and get me within an hour. Ken Minyard seems to think that inteeest is
dying, witbh#§ is an unfortunate and irrational assumption. Interest is growing out here
by leaps and bounds. '

This Friday I speak to same influential people, some of whom have enough dough to
finance a book. Keep your fingers crossed. I may have more contacts developing with
people with money. Some extremely rich radicals will hear me on March 29, but that is
a long way off.

They called Finck because he is the only forensic patholggist, also probably because
he is a professional liar...Boswell and HUmes are only amateurs. T agree about Penn. His

last letter, which you have a copy of, seems to accuse me of something at the end-—}‘ber})aps.
of being an agent. Vince claims that they are still going to use Wecht, but I can't imagine




bow. All in all, we are starting to loock like we##'re going to came out of this
alive. We have learned much about the autopsy, and now can use the testimony of
Shaneyfelt and Frazier to show goverrment lies and fear. The establishment seems
] worried, despite the press and suppression, and Wecht and Nichols are more excited
! than ever and are ready to get out and do some slufging. When the trial is over
! we have got to use all this, as you already have in your two new books, and push
i with publicity, hoppfully with the aid ### of the citizen's committees.

How did you find out that Jim tald Jaffe not to tell you anything. It is
important that I know. Vince can check out the truth of it. Here is another place
we can check Jaffe's reliability. . .

Vince says that Bethel. definitely leaked info to the other side. He wouldn't
elaborate on the phone, but says that what he originally told me (E I relayed to
,, you over the phone, a long time ago) was "true in Spades." He said that it was
i definite. S _ ~ '

I hope that Barry can go to the Archives and eheck transcripts of testimony.
That could be a gold mine, and it's hard to even know which testimony I would like
to have checked first. Hoover is a natural and so are State people, especially since
we know that it was not the pecple from State who gave testimony who did the altering,
" but samecne else. By the way, did you come across an affadavit about a Ruby-Oswald

contact. My notés indicate that my order contained a good -one.

St i kA e 0 ard A

. Take care and give my regards to your wife.. For what it's worth I continue to
: try to get money for your book. "I have slides of excellent quality of the blowups
, of the Z film frames from the "Matter of Reasonable Doubt" article in Life. They
are dark and clear and project well. Unfortunately, the guy who male them charged
me 75¢ apiece becamse he made many of each until they were perfect. If you would
like a set of five they are $3.75. You could deduct them foam what T owe you for
all those books you sent me. I haven't sold that many and don't remember what that
bill cames to, but your wife probably has records. .. .

PR
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Dear Harold,

After I spoke with you on the phone I reached Vince at Matt's later in the day.
He said that he was not there when Marina was cross-examined bBecause there was no time
since he was out working on scmething. He said that they were all set on Finck but I
went through the stuff on Finck with him anyway and emphasized what must be. done to
him. Vince promised to speak with the staff and big Jim about the money. They told
him that they don't have any but intend to.pay you as soon as they do. He assumed that
you weren't down there by choice and that you were enraged about Washington and would
have not wanted to came. I assured him that this was not true and that two things con-
cerned you: the money and that you be listened to. I told him that you should be riished
down there, despite the fact that the trial is just -about over, and used for what little
is left. He said that he would see about it the next morning (Monday). I empahsized
that there should be a critic in the room at all times and he agreed, and ## of course
he realizes that you are the most knowledgeable about what goes on. Ideally, they should
have had both you and Vince or you and Mark there, so that you could supply the info
quickly ‘and they could confer on the legal aspects, and then both of you# could make
recommendations to Alcodk or whoever wag trying the thing. Vince recognizes his lack
of knowledge and only went to do what he could. He knows Mark is.of little use, although
he is much better than any of the staff on the details &f the case. I believe him when
he says that he felt that you were not down there by chddce. Jim, probably on purpose,
and the staff have been negligent. You are the only one who could do the job in the
dept. where they ape most needly. Sylvia could have helped, but that of course is out.
So the situation is very unfortunate and is a sad but predictable result of the frag-
mentation of the critic commmity, breakdown in commnications, and personality quirks
of Jim. I would have been willing to go Wown and live in scmeone's living room tohelp,
although I could not have done as much as you. But ewen without my files and notes,
I could have set them up for the simple task of ituining all those defense witnesses.
By the way, with regerd to Shaw's boss, he claimed that Shaw was not fired.

I heard from Paul with a short letter and he sent old memos. He is busier and
busier as orals approach. Bernabei's work sounds excellent. Has he done memos on
the stuff on the rifle and Frazier. I would be glad to pay someone for copies. By
the way, I still hope to have time to put together a memo on the injuries to the head,
but I am fighting to catch up for finals which come in two weeks. The flu cost me
almost two weeks, during at least a week of which I did absolutely no work.

WLOL, for same strange reason, hasn't been that interested in getting in touch,
and since my schedule is often unpredictable, there is little I can do. They can always
call my office and get me within an hour. Ken Minyard seems to think that inteeest is
dying, whibh## is an unfortunate and irrational assumption. Interest is growing out here
by leaps and bounds. ‘ '

This Friday I speak to same influential people, scme of wham have enough dough to
finance a book. Keep your fingers crossed. I may have more contacts developing with
pecple with money. Some extremely rich radicals will hear me on March 29, but that is
a long way off.

They called Finck because he is the only forensic patholggist, also probably because
he is a professional liar...Bomwell and HUmes are only amateurs. I agree about Penn. His

last letter, which you have a copy of, seems to accuse me of samething at the end--perhaps,
of being an agent. Vince claims that they are still going to use Wecht, but I can't imagine
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