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6/14/69
Dear Gary,

Your letter of 12 arrived just as I had finished reading COUP
(I disagree with your opinlon that it is in fine shapo and wish I ted the
time to give that part the attention it could use), in between, so I answer
imediately, We must guard ageinst two things, nost just the weste of time,

»The ther is egsinst formetion of a mitual-admiretion society.

I reslly hed no fifles Meggle and Bill were so two-faced. IX think
thet whet your letter does is require thet I mske a record, really another wasé
of time, for with all those people ocut -there ascting that way, God kuows what
can eventueta,

There never was any doubt about the reason I first went to Cel ifor-
hiz, as Lil will never forget tecause of the physicel suffering it csused her,
nor of the personal seacrifices for both of us involvsd, nor the great cost

".in & number of weysc, Much of it 1s on peper, esnd when you are here, for your

own satisfaction and &8s 2 mean of measuring the integrity of those with whom
you are iunvolved or who are quoted to you. Hel, for exesmple, knows sbout it.
The dates slone should tell you sll you nced know. Publicetion datg of WWII
was 12/2/66. I delayed pubtlic uss of it until 12/7, on the Jack Mc. inney
sho®, but had expected toc use some of its contant on a confronsation between
me slone of tiae critics and not fewer than four of the Commission lawyers in
a "Majority Heport" Metromedis Show., Ve were to have gotten together in

their offices the night of ].2/5, erd I alone showel up, hsviug s long mesting
with Mel Baily, Psul Notle snd & vice~prerident-in-chsrge of somsthing, We
then worked out a new formula, me sgainst Nizer and whoever of the Commission
lswyers would z-rear witk him as champion, but st least one, as a symtcl. He
hed me tossed off after whet I did to him on WDR. So, I didn t use the contents
et a 12/6 teping. After tke 12/7 MEKinney show, beginning 2 e.m., I drove
home, worked that dey and the next getting ready for the trip, left early
morning of the 10th Tor Chiecsgo, Madison, Chicsgo, Milwsukee, thence to SF,
using the trenscontinentel trip for the stopoffs. Lieteler was supposed to
have ret me in NY, Chi., SF and LA, He didn't show in NY, bed the myssage in
Chi re should read my second took bz fore he met me{VBE, sirmisled one immed-
istely), In SF he sent & tepe irsteed. Hel wes in the studio anid knows I

tore it apert in minvtes, I turmed down the Lomex show, 8s Bi1] end 1 the
others know, in order to face Liebeler on it. One of those characters must
heve a tape of it (I do not) &nd this is cleer in the very first words. Those
intellectuals snd persocnel cowards have no concept of the dramstic, and there
wes o fremstic impsct I think most viewers will remember, when he asked me
"what difference does it meke/" and I geve him proper responss, got up, welked
out snd took the sympethies end the sppleuse of the sudience with me. You
will notice fiemax never invited me tack, Now, with all those ccpies of WII
to send out, I left this to 1il, =nd she tore her hend terribly, wore out
all the gloves she had, etce. I was off when it served no purpose to sell

the book becsuse it wes not on ssle, simply to keep this promize to Bill and
Maggie. They both called me together, in Cctober or November, and begged me
to go there (never offering to pay the cost), end I kept writing them things
to do, challenges to issue for me until I got there, etes If nothing else,
the timing shows this trip could not heve been for anything in my interest
for it was against it, with the book to get out so it could be sold, That was
very costly. Hal had asked me to go to SE. after the experience of what I
sccomplished on ons Dolan Show by phome and unprepared {And I have Dolan's
letter saylng he never had such a guest or show), and he said the CCI would
pey the expenses, When I got there I learned it was not the CCI before which

I wes to spesk but the ¥ilitant Forum, snd I did, with Keating ehead of me,



Before, sfter and since the meeting I took some pretty tough beiting for that,
but I kept my word. And to dete, of fare alone, I dobbt if I have gotten a
third of thet back, no fee, etc. Hel knew I mas ud ng that for the purpose

of teking after Liebeler for the LA people. It i3 in theletters, d 1 dis-
cussed in terms of costs thet would have to be met, Incidently, that was the
most succesaful Forum meeting ever held. They charged sn admission, sold
books, but I got not & cent toward my expenses, then or since.

Now, On Lillien end her meps: Totally false, if she said it, and
_f heve the files to show you. What I sent her was the Dosley Pleza utilities
blueprints, before and sfter construction of the plaza. Al Chepmen got them
for me., She never eckoswledged raceipt, naver anaswered my request that she
let me xnod she got them, snd & long time lster, perhaps not in response for
the first request for them, finelly retumed them,

On Maggie end my sterling whst she had in ber book: I have never
seen it nor asked to ses ii, bud L did, in wiling, offer my help in getting
it published, offering the art work, etce., all before I mst her. Rether is
the conirary true, for again before 1 had ever met any of them I goent her
w copy of the ma of WWII for her and Bill to read for such knowledge as it
fould give them snd for such sugegestions as they would give me, They took
much longer than we had and they were supposed to, made no suggestions,
merely preised it/me or both. 1 nave the letters, ilow, this was my second
book. I took PM ani the documents Jo O In NO out thers on my next trip snd
gave them to her to copy. She 4idn t even btother! I forgot to give Paul
3 ™M, but he will confirm %hat he got the appendix to O in NO. Tou tell me
. what I wes going %o got formm her booke I laft the 26 volumes before the
others wers through them. "hat elze did she have access t0? I ‘urned
witnssses over to them, 3te., sand have $he tanes to prove that, Thet 1s
really outregeous, if she 4id say it. You can see my written offers to0 work
for ner/them free at tie Archives, my scnding her whet I 'mew she could use
in her book, etc., 22 in the entirs fille you will find not ons such thing
from her. Bsar iy mind sh> hed the ms of WWII snd, if ste hed mything thet
could help, end she knew this was being published, she could hsve offered.

0 Ray,who 1s more ill-mennered snd iansuliing thak you can i 1rgine, 1 met him,
drove him arcund Washirgton, took ainm to wuy place, got him a plmce tn siay, took
hin there, *ook him tc DC next day, etce, “ook him to Sem %o try anf get him
to meXe bie projectsc monorgarh sthtaractive, stc. It 13 zprely vwhat wa 8ll
doX for each other, what meny hsve dene for me. But far from wanting or using
what he had, I had vhat he didn't, bis stuff was then old, ard I cen show you
in writing my suzgestions and offers to improve his thing. He was his ususl
bullheeded self, Refused, and his things wes ineffectual, = resl, dull Gombe.
These people heve, in vsrious ways, teen helpful, but not one hes ever done

a personal thing for me, They have done things to help me help them. For
exemple, when I was sc busy end hed no way of getting arounf on the first
trip, 1 s=ked Maggie to pcik up something for me end mall 1% to my wife, It
got tc be real umpleasent when she at first didn't after sayirg she would and
I iept writing to ask her home much I owed her and %uuld she please chsck the
store to see if they hed sent 1t. Cost me $10.,00 for en ordinary thin scarf.
Apd I wes home well before it was sent.

RBrotherly’ To a degree more than intended thiskmay be true. I feolt
that way sbout Burton for a while, and when I eaw the condition Charlie
Brown wes in, particularly sfter Burtor did nothing, 1 did feel thet wey
about her, toce. If it is on the info, too meny of them understend too little
of whet is availsble and nome of them have had acc4ess to what I heve, In
some ceses, parheps my todersnce of whet reslly should not hsve to be shows
to others that way. Jaffe might have teken some open sdvise that way, and Bur-
ton, Fred? He just fswned all over me, so perheps h~» put himself in thst posi-

tion? Lufton? As you know, I avoided him., So, that is a new sin,



If I were to meke a8 guess as to what's bugeghng them (for it takes
an awful lot to ally Msggie and Dave, even indirectly), it is their own
trensgressions and feilures, Garrison, Turmer, Boxlsy and Farewsll should
be cnough to specify. Mine is the sin of the little boy against the emyperor.

Ray is bridliant in some ways and is in ‘ow with his brilliencs,
his concept of it, the concept he thinks others ehould Have, and is convinced
no one. else understends mything es he does, de is an egomsniac. The only
thing that has mattered to him in years is what he says he seee in Yporman,
That he never could get sny etiention with it merely convinces him he alone
is uright.

My feeling for and indebtedness to Hel ars unchsnged. I do point
out that the promised response is yet to arrive,.

Lifton: Xnowing t» wwuld, I teped thet phone conversation. Cnly
becsuse Paul (possible Hal slso) encouraged me to did 1 cell him, He waa
veerile in the futility end immeturity of his pumping efforts, and I celled
him on them snd told him if he didn't stop 1'd heng up. I told him that with
the threats that were coming teck to me of his end KI's plens to sue me, Itd
be fodlish to tell him what I hed lsarned of KT, what had interested me. I
told him I had neither knosladge of or interest in the perjury charge. I sshed
him if he knew anything thet wasn' t rertisen, thet cema from anyone but
KT, and sll he could ssy is that I ought spesk to his fecrmer roommate {{of
en earlier era, vho kmew nothing snd, life Dave, ‘liked him, vhich is nonsense).
It boild down to he took Thornley's word because he believed him an honorable
man. I then challenged hinm to check out a few points whore he conld decide
Por pimself whether or not X" wee honest. One of these wag the Open City pic-
ture presented ss the way XU looked in NO, commared with ‘hornlsy Exhibit 1.
Another was to ask for whet evidence there was that “arvera practised witch-
craft and kad an sltar in her home (XY helped her build it for a TV show,

no other purpose)). Things like that, As you recognize, Thornley either is
or is not an honest man, I suggest Dave's abandonment of the roundrobbin
mailings ageinst me, the more versonalized campaign, is emple snswer. And
the whole Thormley thinss has been silent sincs {Xs liebeler, may I add,
bscame silent from the time I was out there until Garrisen. He sgain bsceme
and has remsired silent since he met we on Les Crepe} an that is & year and
s half now, his longest enl a very uncharacteristic gilence, He understood =
end =1t what the lightweights did not, poorly as I d4id compared to what I
should have dons.

On Meggie snd P11l agein, they even sent me copies of Liebeler
tspes for me to tesr spart end with them pointed out how he had Lane (hence
81l of them)on the ropes. “e did have Lene, o, for foolish Lene had promised
to sue Liebeler for eallinz him a lair and was forever promising the psepers
would soon be flled. I am Bot going through thet enormous Californis file
to get tuls out, but there you will find exactly what I sey, Now I kept =il
the Calif. correppondence in a single flle, but when they sent me material
1 kept it in the envelopes in which 1t came (you are femilisr with how 1
tiied to help Rey ageinst Tnompeon end his "appreciation") and in a drawer
because it wouldn't git in s file., I have just added Lifton's to the files

pad tere is Lilliants covering letter. She sent ms two lerge mailings, 7/S & l4,€66

One i: still in khe envelope in whieh Ramparts returned 1t. Here is 2 copy &f
her letter. I em not taking time to read it and you may find more, but I do
recall her fear snd ineistance her name not be mép tioned, thet she didn't
went the cost refunded or any pay or crddit. Yet you will rscall that when
once her name was publicly associsted with this fleld, I dragged it into one
of them menuseripts, just to give ber credit. The only thing of hers I used

is ©1int Hi11 's 1 Pt shoulder., That I had missed. None of the rest is "hers"

enyway. Almost all of it is general knowledgs and observation,

S



And with 6.1 due respect, even JG found her way out,

But on this question of dllegedly intending to stesl from them, whaet
was to steal 1f I had the intent? Regember, I had firished the fourth book
end had written perts of others by 5/6’7 bad finished O in NO end Merch or
first April 67, hed done WWII befors Lane's appesred. All of my work thet is
now rpinted was printad well tefore Sylvia's or Tinks wers oven done, I was
dredginr the Archives beginring, I think in April 86. I 7ot stuff then I etill
haven't used! -

Not, it ib nct btecause I felt you telieved these lies, ind I spprec~
lste ycur defarnse, but I rgpest you had better nct be dolng i% for twe reassons:
if you think the effort of association ¥ith those peodle is worth the time and
effort, it will reduce whst you get, undermine their trust in you. And that
pert is not worth your time. Also, it mey get them aftér you, and then you
will take timel

Bear in mind elso thet this is sccend hand, I trust neither Lifton
nor Fred to te slwayc strsight witk i%. I &1 aot sayiag they are lying. I& do
not %mow, btut I kno” enough t¢ me'® ma doubt both, generally.

I don't know waat thls business of “illian ard the mapes is. She got
her's from Vest. I saw a copy I taks to have been hers in S¥lvia's. I naver used
1%. I go% all of mine from the Archives, Shke sBnt @8 s meaningless {erox of hers,

noting 4% was incorplets, in 7/68, efter I had published it, 2o I was aware
that there wac such a thirgz as 8 mar or plst, And L orever clxz:‘.med anything
etout plets or maps. So f£8T as "one map” le concerm d, these blueprints ars
stili irn *the meoiling tubts with her return address. Thers zust ve 3 dozen 4iff-
ercnt ones or so, But I miss the point -snd don't take time to tell me. I do
not care. 1 mrely point out lies.

chewt Other things, Bow!

Olson could te velustle, Tould &ike to see socmest, oprefevably
two or three cocples, sc I ern reute to Dick and poss Nichols, Itve discussed
Sylvia with Garrison, bu* waey bsck at the Legimning. “e ls respectful of ber
werk and intelligencs end wiih the partocular kind of nuttiness thet ic hle he
like %o be patronizine and give credit where 1t dnes not influencs his concept
of self. His comment or her bock was ttat it was a resll- fine work thst she
ne=3dlessly marred by the criticism of him. She did not tell ms what Renner
tells you thet I, toc, let him down. YUk, well, perh ps with that lemming-like
character he reslly did went to g6t thrown ou$ of court and disbsrred. In prev-
enting it, in brirging Vince in to help, probably, in this sense, I slso let him
downe...Buick 1 know sbout, little rore. I hes scme wierd letters from thet
prison, from totel strangers pretending intimedy and with Arnoni, to whom I
sent, Ko didn't know them either.But is hot on this.

Bernabei also suspacts Murr misconstrued something s sald or his
intenslty, but I think it i: Fred, I wrote end asked him why end he has not
responded. “Yon't bother with him or Ziteh, etce I had to wrlte Zitch egein
because I couldn't find the copy of the note in which I asked him if he mreferred
m ntion or anonymity. I wrote him recently and do not csre whether or wot be
ansvers, :

In closing, I repeat I ecsmot be certein I undertend whst lies
under 8ll of this evil stuff. Asids from the foregoling, I think & certein
smount is envy, s certain emount a reflaction of their own feilures(for ex-
emple, I go out there snd get what they do noi, find wlBt they have fallsd



to, clesn up whst they've messed, ani plece together whatbthey have knocked
spart. This 1s not preising myself, for * know or no extraordinary thing I
did out there, It is more an indictment of them, ond I think they reslize it.
Each ir his own wes hes seid to me what Burton did when wo walked out of
Howard's home with his pictures, him on tepe, hic promise of 2is files and
cooperstion, and he had Just put his big luger awey, "I don't kmow how you
do 1t", and he was shaking his head from side to side and lamost welxing on
alr, They hed all failed with Howerd, ee with Hell and the others I turned

~ons If I turned them on I know others alsc could have, nor-Jews much easier,
. Also, perhaps thelr abdicstlon alss gnaws at them, for they did a% the
beginning whet othars slse did end since then have dane ncthing sznd feiled
%0 do enything with the first things they leerned. Oh, I don’t mow. I do
regret 1te And there is nothing I can osr widl do about it.

Lewu then wege theixr eempaipgns, report it so I'll ¥now if there ia
anyone out there I cen trust, bubt do not take your omm scant tims for
T-sponsze, instantaneous or other. Thanks, much, for the willingness,

Gery, if I cen cleim neirher genius nor perfsetion or erroxlesceness,
I 4o try to te honest. I think this gets through an? helps me do what others
haven't, There iz no doutt I have from time to %ime arred. Thers is also 1little
doubt that, especielly out there, whenre I weg sc regularly insulied snd ex=
cloited and was slways pest exaeustion, + ray have rubied some of th-m the
wrerg way. But I doubt If smything more. is varrented, One of thw protlems iz
caused by timz sud my beorrible typinse £ Jut seriet tuoke time be read snd
correct thiz (agsin * o asclogize). It 1s possiblo thel $ypos ax excess heste
may sc:ount for some inshences. Howsvap, in eeanaing the Fred file I =¥ none.

The next time ! have a little time end enough to break Cslif dowm
I'11 send you enough *o satisfy you thet the reason I went out there is exactly
waat I told you, mesaning first trip (I now aote that Lifton, cutic that he is,
gava you the dates 67 2nd 68, Thot was 66. His Hnd of fingsr-crossing?

Begt,



uNvERstTY o A ocotl,

MEDICAL SCHOOL
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY AND NEUROLOGY
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 53455
June 12, 1969

Dear Harold,

Received your letters of 6/9 and 6/10. Thanks for the enclosures. By now you should have
received a number of things fram me under separate cover. The most recent, mailed yesterday,
i€ all yours to keep. Rennar will be sending more on the Alvarez matter, and will either mail
it direct to you or send it through me.

Nicel claims to have photos which the Commission didn't use of the cartridges, and he is
sending them to Olson. From there they will either be copied for Dick, you, and I, or he will
follow my suggestion and send them to me, and I will get them all copied for free, with extra
copies for you and Dick, and blowups. It would be interesting to know about photos they didn't
use, like why didn't they, whose idea was it, etc.

Fran George Rennar's last letter to me: "Got a letter fram Sylvia wherein she expresses
puzzlement at Garrison's continued high praise of her. She says she could understand it before
the acquittal, as an attempt to defang her, but not now. She doesn't seem to realize that it
Jjust might be an honest opinion. She cites somebody who just got back from New Orleans for a
remark by Garrison that all the critics except Salandria let him down."

I am expecting George to send a copy of Boxley's interview with Crisman's buddy in SF,
and also some stuff on Buick. George also writes: "A friend of mine has had same access to
McNeil Island lately. He met a prisoner who was once a cellmate of Buick in Texas. My friend
asked if he ever heard of Buick, and the prisoner's first reaction was, "Oh, that pinko."

On Fred and Dave, they probably do have something to do with turning people off, although
the trial did that to many also. One of the reasons that I have continued to bug you for info
about squabbles with those two is so that I will be prepared for an instantaneous challegge to
anti-Weisberg propaganda as soon as I hear it. Lifton has a way of continually challenging
people and harrassing them into changing their views which is surprisingly effective. He has
done a great job on Fred, although admittedly, Fred's opinions seem easily changed.

I missed Foreman. I will do my best with Coup, but it was in damn good shape when I
went through it. I have not been in touch with Hartmann, Zitch, or Murr, although I did send
Murr one note, and made considerable efforts to get his clipping files back for him. Fred
was often in touch with Murr, but I know little of the contents, except the letter copies I
have which deal with trying to get his files back for him, fram Bud, or Trent, or Dick Sprague.
Murr was turned off by Dick Bermabei and has dissociated from many others--T will try to find
a copy of something on this. .

I greatly appreciate the value you obviocusly place cn my opinions by spending so much time
detailing your relations with Fred and Dave. I have gotten the feeling from your last 5 or 10
letters that you think I have been swayed by one or both of them which is not the case. I de-
fended you immediately from the cutset on all of these things to both of them, even before I
knew more than a few details, or in same casee no details, utilizing just straight logic, my
association with you and complete faith in you from intensive personal experience, and my assoc-
iation with other critics such as Vince and Sylvia, In addition, much of their flak comes from
sources which they themselves normally deride, such as Maggie Field, Ray Marcus, and even Bill
0'Connell. &8uring that whole affair with trying to get the Z film from Ray they rejected all
of those people, and now they turn around and use loose gossip from the grapevine from those
same people. It is almost unbelieveable, and I scarcely knew where to begin when trying to
point this out to them. Needless to say, neither replied to such things. Fred is capable of

amaming outbursts but is a far different figure from Dave who I see as easily sinister.

But Fred is doing same things which may produce useful info, and I think that he really
cares, and is not as self-centered as he is incredibly self-conscious, so that I feel comfort-
able corresponding with him, although he has learned his lesson about deffiaming you in his let-

ters to me. 1 think that Dave is a very bad influence on him. More important, however, is



that I send Fred nothing of real importance nor do I discuss it with him, since there would

not be any purpose in it, even if he could be trusted to keep a secret, which I don't think

he can. Mostly I discuss his work, or things he picks up, ete. A number of good things other
than photographic work have been made available, and they have been of varying usefulness.

The Jaffe stuff, for instance, and Jaffe's sample of Rose's handwriting. .Then there was Lifton'
file of clippings which you just got, which neither of us had access to, and which is very use-
ful.

Olson says that Turner doesn't want his correspondence printed, which means though I suppos
that you can quote from it anonymously, but with the dates, etc., and then have the douuments
to back it up. Turner told Olson to write himself, which he is doing, but he hasn't gotten
replies yet. With Turner leading him into such correspondence, he might get more info than
one of us.

Enclosed is the Reseda file you sent. Thanks. I copied it and now have it on file. I
am trying to do same probing of attitudes on Lifton and Fred from those with wham we are both
iné correspondence, since sometimes people are more frank with me about you, than they would
be to your face. This doesn't imply deception, but onyy that sertain things just aren't approp-
riate. TFor instance, I can disagree with Fred that you adopt a fatherly or father-komws-best
attitude which, although often justified, annoyes people. You do not do this with me, but some-
one like Fred, who does need guidance, reactions violently emen to a suggestion of such an at-
titude. TFrom your letters to me, you were totally unaware of Lillian's very negative attitude
towardd you. The LA group's manner of dealing with people, their clique, their grapevine, etc.
disgusts me. God only knows what they say about me. But it is good to know about such things.
Another problem is that sometimes a person hag a legitimate gripe which seems excessive, but
when the fact s are checked is not. Even friends often pass such things off as excessive or
not legitimate rather than checking facts. I suspect that Hal Verb occasionally does this and
that he may be the guy who has been referred to anonymously by Newcomb and Lifton, although I
have no way of knowing for sure, who supposedly agrees with them about things about you. I
also strongly suggest that they are grossly distorting. They did this with me. For instance,
they said that they had assumed that T had come around to'the correct# attitude" about you or
an enlightened attitude, because I agreed that you were extremely concerned with people s#ealing
your stuff, etc., although they took it totally out of context besides. T also agreed that you
tend to adopt a fatherly attitude, etc., but at the same time noted that it is crazy to allow
such a thing to set you off. I tried to show them that all of us have perscnality quirks which
would hake it difficult for us to get along with each other if we worried about them, rather
than someone's work, and our mutual interests, -and that the critics mope than any group I have
ever known have stupidly let such things destroy their ability to work as a unit. I have pointe
out that our own intolerance has done more# to hurt work on the case than many of the goverrment
best employees and servants and the sycophants.

On Lifton, hés answer, which I tore to pieces, on the checking he was supposed to do on
Thornley's honesty "he would tell me practically (meaning you) nothing but one or two minor
pthings which I immediately checked out and found to be trivial." [This refers to your phone
call with him.] I said that if something was trivial, it shouldn't have taken a phone call to
find that out, only an evaluation before tt was checked. Thornley is either honest or dishonest
trivial has nothing to do with that. Also: "Bill O Connell tells me this morning [5/31] that
Weisberg's version [referring to you being asked to go out and do the job on liebler] is fan-
tasy, and he used that word. He does't know what Weisberg is talking about. Bill, who knew
Maggie quite well at the time, can't understand what Weisberg is talking about when he states
similar things on Maggie's urging him to came out here. [Lifton writes 're:67,68 trips"--?]
Bill says that Weisberg is, at best, exaggerating the significance of some inconsequential
formally polite, remark, and ballooning it up all out of proportion. Maggie always felt that
Weisberg was trying to get near her manuscript so that he could have a moocher's field day."
Then Lifton backs off and mentions that there was a trip by you out there in 1966, and said
that you "made a mess of things on the Lomax show."

Also: "Lillian Castellano independently, and on her own, located, dug up, and paid for all
the maps she has of Dealy Plaza. At a much later time, Hardld sent her one map. She looked
at it, mmedlately noticed that it was already one of the many she had, and sent it back to
Harold with a thank you note. (I rechecked the whole story with Lllllan this morning.)"

I tell you these things not for answers, but so that you have an idea of what certain people
say about you, since I am sure that they would never say this to your face. Note that Lifton
claims to have recently rechecked those stories. My own reaction is to ignore it as vieious
gossip, but you should know the type of venam that some of the quleter' énes will spread on
request from Lifton of all people. Best wishes. Waste no more time

on these people. I have more than enough ammo to do a job on Lifton. T homdis . /&M



