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Desr Gary,

I've a few minutes before teking Lil to shop so I 884 s few things
to lzst night's note. Bud slso 3sild Burton is stil? badly torn over Cerrison.
Is i% not ton late for that to be a2 normsl resction? How meny months dres &
men sgonize over such events? Assuming it to e true snd then assuming it not
tn be put »n, does your treining rermit e deduction? Tithout benefit of your
science, were I to draw a conclusicn, I would telieve this ebnormel snd a ref-
flection of a merssumX feeling of personal guilt. I've nect heesrd from any of
those people in months.

Bud's portrayel of tue N.O. is of more despondency than + indicated.

Yasterday's release of the "secret” so little secret &#f the FBI

n bugging of &inf, for years, is in papers I heven't yet sez=n. I'll hsve the
,Q Tash Post snd Star (being meiled me end likely the lsrger story if there is
3 any FBI effort to get wider sttention, for the Star is close to ¥BI) end, if

one is avsilebls when I get to town, the NYTimes, should you hsve =ny swecisl
intersst in eny. If vour nspers have esny stories by their own correspondents
with sny deteils not in the wire-service stories, I might be interested. This
is en iassue that resl Xemnedy peomnle, if esny there be, would teske up, for it
is pretty blstont misuse of Bobby's neme. Thet he signed such an authorizetion
Iaseums tc be e fact, for I slso assume thet Honver would have teen reluctant
to bug wishout it. However, tia tesls for his ziving aspnroval 1s not mentioned

in eny redie or TV coversze. Hoover is in s perfect blsckmailing position,

I taink not by sccidsnt. Few AGs will dare resist fdpnver when he says there is
® major point or issus. There is no ld4ability for Hocver in being wrong, for
ther- iz slways silence sbout it. There is no pcesibility of any AG depending
on Hoover's silence if there, from pclice developments, be any pos:ibility of
later ssying there should have besen 8 tep. What I'd like to know ic how meny
bugs end taps Loover asked for that Bebyuy turned down. With Ho~ver's hetred, I
doubt if hs dared any.

Hoiti: T assume there ic an enormous FBI fils on the mercensries

not in the %5 meterisl. I =lso essume thst the reports are not favorable to

the mercensries. But I do not scsume on unfavoreble FBI policy, whicn #s some-
thing spert irom the opinions of the individusl agents. I regard the ~baence

of any prosecutions under sny of the many violsted lews as smple indicstion of
policy, FRI #nd o*her federsl. There may bte nec significence in the Tact thst
vrosecuti-n is under custeme in the current case (end they »r= the ones who
buster Hall in 1983}, I think significance i= poseible, though it escapes me

for tte nonce. Last Friday, es soon as I got to Weshington, 1 phoned the lawysy
whe hed recpended to my first letter to Mitchell =nd to none since partly for
this reason 2rd wrtly beceusekjhe is in cherpge of "general crimes" and is in
the criminsl division. Before she realized, 1 had gotten his secretary to say he
was in. * geve my neme and ssid the csll wes on & subject o*h2r then that of
our corr2epcndence. She was sn inordinste time rsturning to the phone and then,
slichtly embarrassedly, %old me he ®e~mesd to heve gone out undetected, but would
I care te sneak %o 3 MYr. Murrowm, to whom she would transfer ~e. I g2id T'd =&
speak to enyone, but would it not be better to kmow the purpose of my csll in
order %o know to whom to %ran:fer me. She sgreed and I told her. She then ssid
lurrow wes wrong snd in the end I¥ wss trsnsferred %o a Mr. Morrison., He didn't
¥nn - me bub he wes quite obviously excited by what I ued, e I would sssume any
lzwyer interested in prosecuting s cese in which it could ve such vitsl evidence
would be., How nften is a potentisl criminel stupld ehough to ley his eriminelity

out in =sdvence snd on suthorizeld tape? How could he get in touch, M wantsd to know.



I gave him my home phone snd told him I'd nnt be avsilaeble during working hours
2% % until the next day. Ee iniiceted he'd be wmantinr to get in ftoueh with me

es gnon as he coukd get sn FBI agent., I alughed snd told him I deemed it unlikely
the F3I whul? send an agent to ces me. He askdd why #nd I told him they didntt
like me, my work or tne things I seid of thasm which wers never wrong, He still
wented tc now end st 9:30 a’/m. L told him shers I could e reeched until about
nosn end then at sbout 1. By happsnstance, as I wes getting ready to leave the
plec: 1'd plaenn-d to be et 1 to keep ¢ date and to which, without having plenned
it ir sdvance, I hsd returned at 3, et about 3:30 I got a thone c¢all there from

a Mr. Jemes P, Morris, s lawyer in the Interhsl Security Division nf %he D7, not

-1in the msin I¥ building, who wanted to see me right away. I went, with Lil, and
-we sonke for something over en hour. I leveled with nim sbout the FBI and me,

told him exactly what I have, not slone the tape of this interview, offered him
ell of 1%, including s dQub of the tape(s) and copiass of tha previous transcripts,
coples of the plctures, ete. and he seid he'd went to come up Monday (thiz was
then after the close of the Friday working dey) or that = lawyer from customs
would, It is J‘hursdsy moraing and thers has besen silence. I am not surprised,

for aside from the potentisl vslue of rny data in thair prosecuticn, it also em-
berrasses them for a number of reasons, “ert is the stature it would tend to give
me, part becsuse it is a pretty sti#f indictment o the feds, who should have been
¥2epipf these guys under observation, partly ecause of the error of the nast
involving them, snd other reasnns that may to cbvious to you. :lowever, I gave
then the names of those whu could confirm whset I told them, who they could

reach by phone, lik- the nice kid who drove me there snd was gogzle-eyed during
most of the lengthy interview, Burton, who kmew of this involvement tecsuse they
had told him, Xsvin, to wi-m I had reported it, ete. S0, meybe from their point
of view, I 7ve thsm a problem and rut them on the suot.

They may yet decide they do not dsre svoid what I wili give them. We'll
see., *y purpose in writing, eside from the fact I'd not teken time to meke s
memo and this can serve thet purpose elso, is to sug~est to you that this combina-
tion of stupidities mey require more sttention to the mercenaries, incluvding
their past (for I got from Howerd those nictures averyone is taking credit for
that show some of these zuys in association with others snd s11 Af this, inevi-
table tracas back to the “uben deys and, st the very lesst indirsctly to the
JTY murder. Which also means to the deficiencies of the investigstion snd in-
vastisstors, whe want 1% balicved they never errs or do to~ little. Sa, wetch
enything on the reresnaries or Haiti that mey agrear out thers, if sny. I do not
now anticipate sny public statemeuts nor do 1 anticipete eny enterprising jour~
nalism, 1 heve, however, ti.:ped off one msgerine edltor and I w11l fully tack-
ground e foreign correspondent when he has time. 4 have tiaped off 2 couple
domestic reporters but do not anticipate they will be able to do enythinz,

) A few hurried, offhend opinions: all the public disclosures of wire-
tapping rewresent a8 policy decision to the right. There was the option, with
Clay 2nd E11jsh, to sbendon nrosecution, which would have hed no serious con-
sequences at all, However, disclosing this mesnt there was a Aeterminstion to
get rapping generslly eporoved. King, with the King thing giving them the best
propsects they could anticipate for getting eprrovel of the very worst case, Onee
there is acceptance cof tanping King, saything +ill be eccpeted. Meanwhile, they
bad this extensive wafla stuif, which slrost everbody would spprove, to give
the svpearance nf solifity to their csse, In short, I am suggesting it is the
beginning of bad, or should I sey worse. Gotte quit ta leave now, ‘est,



