12/26/69
Dear Gsry,

We're snowed in, something toat didn't heppen lsst winter but was
not uncomuon the winter before. Without drifting (snd tere ere arifts) the
snow wes to the top of my boots. I went out twice, first time to clear s
peth to where I could feed the birds end tnen five clear snaces around the
nouse where 1 fed them. 1L kept nutting this off, hoping the snow would help,
but it aidn't. Yhen the quail sterted perching on the ronf, I went out, btut
they did not come bsck for feed. Then I decided to fethom the lene end put
meil in the box 1in case the p~stmsn csme. iie couldn't. The plow got through lste
in the sftermoon, s mixed blessing since it threw s four-foot-wide benk three
feet deep accross the eni of the lene. If my neighbor doesn't clear thet in
the morning 1'11 have to, for tomorrow is the day the fuel-oil truck comes. Mot
only do i need tue 0il, but he cen break s treck out for me. He cen just cleer
the snow'svdeptb:(unless the high winds tonight make worse drifts, which will
meke s problemd (If I ever get sny money, 111 get & snow blower!) Lnybow, eside
from heving ueed up all the wood for the fireplsce it is not reslly unpleasent.
But how funny it €eels to heve hed no meil for four days. I shudder %o think
of the volume tiere can bte, unless the holidsy held it dovn.

1il is relsxing with en old movie, Anns and toe Xing of Siam, so
I sm not botuering ner to type eprendix csptions. I've gotten ss nmany done
as 1 sefely cen without confusion, so no more for tonight.

The resl reason I'm writing ls to agk you if there cen be eny
gignificance in something i've noted recently. Since 4 stsrted working on the
anpendix I've been getting up early agein, often garlier, when 1 can go back
to sleep end do, snd urually sbout 5, vhen I do not feel like and don't. Today
1 becsme aware cof the fact that, aroerently with this change ir routine, 1've
been forgettins to teke the meprobemate and ususlly haven't, afterward, felt
the beed' for it., (nee or twice, when i have, 1've taken it, The correlation
between less spperent need for it and longer hours (or more intcnse work?)
eennot be missed, whether or not there is or csn be s real relationship. 1
wonder, so 1 ask.

During this period 1 slso reed Brener's bonok, which interested me
much, es you've gathered from the memo snd letters. Soo to @ degree, even
when doing otner tuings, tast, pertly, occupied my mind.

We've had s quiet Christmus. Anne hes been working leste, so Lil
irvited toem to dinner night before 1ast, kX-owing she'd bte tired, to save her
the work. “e went there for dinner yesterdsy, lesving enrly teceuse the snsw
was seversl inches thick then snd you mey recell the steepness of the hill
on which they live. Phone's been quiet, tooe

Hed a Christmss card from Art Kevin on wiiich he wrote "See you soon".
His perents live in Boston. 1tye s hunch he mey go there over the holidays. If
he does, or if he hes s Taeshington sseignment, like the opening of Congress, 1
mey wedl see him-snd I'd like to, for 1 like him much. I mention this becwuse
he ic the one person in the LA srea from whom 4+ might expect something 1f there
ig something we went. He is 8 good (but busy) reporter. Is there snything? I've
alreedy asked him if he'll check tihe list of neames 1 gave you and Psul with
Eoward, Hemming snd, if he can f£ind him, Hell. 1've mentioned Thorpe only to
you becsuse ['ve not been sble to look further. Thorpe's business is clese to
where tie cemps were (Brensr was resl cube on these).

Best,




