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Special to the Star editorial/opinion page 

O
ne shot m

issed the m
otorcade. A

 w
it-

ness reported seeing a bullet hit the street 
near the railroad overpass. Jam

es T
ague, 

w
h

o
 w

as stan
d

in
g

 n
ear th

at sp
o

t, w
as h

it 
by either a ricochetting bullet fragm

ent or 
a chip dislodged w

hen the bullet struck a 
curb. S

ubsequent exam
ination of the curb 

by T
ague and a policem

an revealed a fresh 
bullet m

ark. 
A

lthough an exact trajectory cannot be 
established in such a case, the path of the 
fragm

ent is m
uch m

ore consistent w
ith a 

shot fired from
 the grassy knoll area than 

from
 the D

epository building. 
S

p
ectro

g
rap

h
ic an

aly
sis o

f th
e m

et 
sm

ears left by the bullet dem
onstrated that 

it could not have been caused by a w
hole 

bullet of the type O
sw

ald allegedly used. 
T

h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
at it w

as 
cau

sed
 b

y
 a frag

m
en

t fro
m

 o
n
e o

f O
s-

w
ald's bullets, but could not dem

onstrate 
how

 any fast m
oving fragm

ents could have 
exited from

 the lim
ousine. 

T
his w

ould appear to proV
ide evidence of 

a seco
n

d
 assassin

 w
h

o
 fired

 b
u

llets o
f a 

different type. 
W

h
ile a d

iscu
ssio

n
 o

f th
e P

resid
en

t's 
w

ounds is exceedingly unpleasant, it is of 
u

tm
o

st im
p

o
rtan

ce fo
r d

eterm
in

in
g

 th
e 

source of the shots. 	
. 

R
obert M

cC
lelland, a doctor in the P

ark-
land H

ospital, w
rote in his report that the 

cau
se o

f d
eath

 w
as a "g

u
n
sh

o
t w

o
u
n
d
 o

f 
the left tem

ple." D
rs. G

iesecke and Jenkins 
to

ld
 th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 th

at th
ey

 h
ad

 o
b
-

served a w
ound of the left tem

poral region. 
T

he priest w
ho adm

inistered the last rites 
to the P

resident noticed "a terrible w
ound 

over his left eye." 
T

he autopsy report published by the com
-

m
ission, how

ever, does not m
ention such a 

w
ound. It is unfortunate that the com

m
is-

sion never cleared up this m
ystery. 

P
resident K

ennedy received a very large 
w

ound in the head w
hich blew

 off portions 
of the right side of his skull. T

w
o eyew

it-
nesses reported that portions of the P

resi-
dent's skull w

ere blow
n off and flew

 to the 
left and rear of the lim

ousine, w
hich w

as 
m

oving very slow
ly. ; 

S
in

ce m
atter to

rn
 o

ff b
y

 a b
u

llet ten
d

s 
to follow

 the path of the bullet, all of the 
preceding evidence is Indicative of a shot 
from

 the grassy knoll, to the right and in 
front of the lim

ousine. 
A

ll of these observations are Inconsistent 
w

ith a shot from
 the D

epository building. 
S

om
e other evidence that the head shot 

cam
e fro

m
 th

e rig
h

t fro
n

t (g
rassy

 k
n

o
ll 

area) w
as provided by P

hiladelphia attorney 
V

incent S
alandria. U

sing tw
o slide projec-

tors, he projected, sim
ultaneously, fram

es 
of the Z

apruder film
 w

hich show
 the head 

hit. T
his ingenious technique clearly dem

on-
strated

 th
at th

e fatal h
ead

 sh
o
t cau

sed
 a 

violent m
ovem

ent of the P
resident's bead 

to
 th

e left an
d

 rear o
f th

e car. (T
h

is w
as 

n
o

t d
u

e to
 th

e m
o

tio
n

 o
f th

e lim
o

u
sin

e, 
sin

ce Jacq
u
elin

e K
en

n
ed

y
 d

id
 n

o
t m

o
v
e 

relative to the car.) S
uch m

ovem
ent is con-

sistent w
ith a shot from

 the knoll area but 
not from

 the D
epository. 

If th
e sh

o
t cam

e fro
m

 th
e D

ep
o
sito

ry
, 

then N
ew

ton's S
econd L

aw
 of M

otion (con-
servation of m

om
entum

) w
as violated for 

the first tim
e in three centuries! 

W
hile attem

pting to save the P
resident's 

life, doctors at the P
arkland H

ospital en-
larged the w

ound in his throat to facilitate 
breathing. T

he throat w
ound W

il5 therefore 
seen

 o
n
ly

 b
y
 th

e d
o
cto

rs at th
e. Parkland 

H
ospital and Jacqueline K

ennedy, w
ho held 

the dying P
resident on her lap during the 

race to the P
arkland H

ospital. 	
. 

M
rs. K

ennedy testified in an unusual ses-
sio

n
 at w

h
ich

 th
e o

n
ly

 m
em

b
ers o

f th
e 

com
m

ission present w
ere C

hief Justice E
arl 

W
arren and G

eneral C
ounsel J. L

ee R
ankin. 

S
h
e to

ld
 th

o
se p

resen
t th

at h
er reco

llec-
tions of the assassination differed from

 the 
new

spaper accounts, but that she w
as w

ill-
in

g
 to

 co
n

ced
e th

at sh
e w

as in
 erro

r. 
S

he dem
onstrated extraordinary courage 

in
 v

o
lu

n
teerin

g
 a d

escrip
tio

n
 o

f h
er h

u
s-

band's w
ounds. H

er testim
ony concerning 

th
e w

o
u
n
d
s can

n
o
t b

e fo
u
n
d
 in

 th
e tran

-
scrip

t, h
o
w

ev
er, an

d
 is rep

laced
 b

y
 th

e 
phrase: "(R

eference to w
ounds deleted)." 

T
h
is sectio

n
 o

f h
er testim

o
n

y
 h

as b
een

 
p
laced

 in
 a sp

ecial v
au

lt in
 th

e N
atio

n
al 

A
rchives w

hich cannot be opened' for an-
other 72 years. 

O
a th

e aftern
o
o
n
 o

f th
e assassin

atio
n
,  tw

o doctors w
ho had attended the P

resi-
d

en
t referred

 to
 th

e w
o

u
n

d
 In

 th
e th

ro
at 

as an entrance w
ound. T

he first doctor to 
see the P

resident described the w
ound as 

one of entrance in an official report w
rit-

ten the sam
e day. 

F
o

u
r d

ay
s later, th

e ch
ief o

f n
eu

ro
su

r-
gery at P

arkland H
ospital w

as quoted as 
say

in
g
 th

at th
e n

eck
 w

o
u
n
d
 w

as an
 en

-
trance w

ound. 
A

n entrance w
ound is a sm

all puncture, 
an exit w

ound is a larger ragged opening. 
T

he difference betw
een the tw

o is especial-
ly m

arked in the case of a bullet fired from
 

a lo
w

-v
elo

city
 rifle su

ch
 as th

e o
n

e al-
legedly used by O

sw
ald. 

A
n entrance w

ound in the front Is obvi-
ously inconsistent w

ith an assassin firing 
from

 the rear. T
he first attem

pt to explain 
this aw

ay w
as the suggestion that the first 

shot w
as fired as the lim

ousine rode dow
n 

H
ouston S

t. tow
ard the D

epository, before 
i t m

ad
e th

e tu
rn

 o
n
 to

 E
lm

 S
t. T

h
e film

s 
and eyew

itness testim
ony soon show

ed this 
to be false. 	

' 
A

 second explanation w
as first presented 

by L
ife M

agazine on D
ec. 6, 1963. T

he claim
 

w
as m

ad
e th

at th
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 tu
rn

ed
 

his body com
pletely around just before he 

w
as h

it, so
 th

at h
e w

as h
it in

 th
e th

ro
at 

from
 the D

epository. 
T

his explanation w
as invalid, how

ever; as 
L

ife's ed
ito

rs sh
o

u
ld

 h
av

e k
n

o
w

n
, sin

ce 
th

ey
 h

ad
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 p

o
rtio

n
s o

f th
e Z

ap
-

ruder film
 the preceeding w

eek w
hich clear-

ly show
ed that the P

resident w
as looking 

tow
ards the knoll w

hen hit. 
B

ut the editors of L
ife w

ere not the only 
group in error. O

n D
ec. 5 the F

B
I staged 

a reconstruction of the assassination to de-
term

ine how
 the P

resident could have re-
ceiv

ed
 a b

u
llet in

 th
e fro

n
t o

f th
e th

ro
at 

from
 a rifle in the D

epository. 
T

he reconstruction w
Its done in line w

ith 
th

e th
eo

ry
 th

at th
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 tu
rn

ed
 

around to w
ave at the crow

d and w
as thus 

facing the D
epository. 

T
he com

m
ission w

as thus faced w
ith a 

dilem
m

a. T
he five m

em
bers of the P

arkland 
H

o
sp

ital staff w
h
o
 h

ad
 seen

 th
e th

ro
at 

w
ound (all of w

hom
 have had a great deal 

of experience w
ith bullet w

ounds) testified 
th

at th
e w

o
u

n
d

 in
 th

e P
resid

en
t's th

ro
at 

w
as one of entrance. 	

_ 

T
he com

m
ission had, therefore, either to 

adm
it to a second assassin w

ho fired from
 

th
e k

n
o

ll area o
r ch

an
g

e th
e en

tran
ce 

w
ound to an exit w

ound, It chose the lat-
terT

h aletern seactr ivete. S
ervice seized all original 

film
s and tapes of the press conferences at 

w
hich the P

arkland doctors discussed the 
w

ounds. T
he com

m
ission could then safely 

allege that the P
arkland doctors had "stat-

ed
 m

erely
 th

at it w
as 'p

o
ssib

le' th
at th

e 
n
eck

 w
o
u
n
d
 w

as a w
o
u
n
d
 o

f en
tran

ce." 
T

his w
ould im

ply, of course, that all the 
new

spapers had m
isquoted the doctors, al-

though they all gave identical accounts of 
w

hat the doctors said. 
In an attem

pt to get the P
arkland doc-

tors to reverse their previous testim
ony, 

com
m

ission attorney A
rlan S

pector asked a 
series o

f q
u
estio

n
s w

h
ich

 req
u
ested

 th
e 

doctors to m
ake certain assum

ptions. S
pec-

tor asked them
 to assum

e that a bullet had
,,, 

en
tered

 th
e rear o

f th
e n

eck
 an

d
 p

assed
 

through the neck undeflected, "exiting pre-
cisely at the point w

here" they "observe 
the puncture w

ound to exist"! 
N

o court in the land w
ould have allow

ed , 
such a question. S

pector led these physi-
cians to the false belief that all other m

ed-
ical evidence contradicted their observa-
tions! 

It is not surprising that tw
o of the doc- ' 

tors said that if those assum
ptions w

ere 
true, they believed it m

ust have been an 
exit w

ound. 	
' 

B
u
t ev

en
 in

 th
e face o

f su
ch

 a set o
f 

hypothetical "facts," tw
o doctors w

ould 
not com

pletely alter their testim
ony. 	

' 
D

r. C
harles B

axter testified that although 
w

h
at S

p
ecto

r th
eo

rized
 w

as p
o

ssib
le, it 

w
ould be "unusual" and "unlikely," even 

assum
ing his set of "facts." 	

' 
D

r. R
onald Jones testified that it could 

have been an exit w
ound under only one 

condition: if the exiting bullet 
W

A
S travel-

ing so slow
ly so as just barely to drop out 

of the throat w
ound. 

 
B

ut the com
m

ission's case depends very 
heavily on this bullet going on and causing 
several serious w

ounds in G
overnor C

on-
ally, so it m

ust have been' traveling very 
fast. 

T
o

m
o

rro
w

: T
h

e m
ed

ical evid
en

ce an
d

 th
e 

fjfie
rm

a
th

. 


