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H
ow

 D
id JFK

 Shoulder W
ound B

ecom
e 'W

ound at B
ase of N

eck?' 
L

ast of five articles 
B
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A

R
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H
A

R
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H
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E
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E
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pecial to the S
tar editorial/opinion page 

T
he com

m
ission's problem

s w
ith the m

edi-
cal ev

id
en

ce b
ecam

e q
u

ite serio
u

s w
h

en
 a 

stu
d
y
 o

f th
e Z

ap
ru

d
er film

 rev
ealed

 th
at a 

m
ax

im
u
m

 o
f 1

.8
 seco

n
d
s elap

sed
 b

etw
een

 
th

e tim
es at w

h
ich

 th
e P

resid
en

t an
d
 G

o
v
. 

Jo
h

n
 C

o
n

n
ally

 w
ere w

o
u

n
d

ed
. S

in
ce th

e 
m

inim
um

 tim
e in w

hich the alleged assassi-
n

atio
n

 rifle co
u

ld
 b

e fired
 tw

ice is 2
.3

 sec-
o
n
d
s, eith

er th
ere w

er^
 tw

o
 assassin

s o
r 

both m
en w

ere hit by 1...d sam
e bullet. 

T
h
e testim

o
n
y
 o

f b
o
th

 th
e g

o
v
ern

o
r an

d
 

h
is w

ife
 in

d
ic

a
te

s th
a
t h

e
 w

a
s h

it b
y

 a
 

sep
arate b

u
llet. T

h
e g

o
v

ern
o

r testified
 th

at 
it w

as "not conceivable" to him
 that he w

as 
hit by the first bullet. T

he com
m

ission con-
elu

d
ed

 th
at th

e g
o

v
ern

o
r h

ad
 a d

elay
ed

 re-
actio

n
 to

 h
is w

o
u

n
d

s d
esp

ite testim
o

n
y

 
to the contrary by m

edical experts. 

T
h
e
 first re

p
o
rt o

n
 th

e
 a

u
to

p
sy

 p
e
r-

fo
rm

ed
 at B

eth
esd

a w
as released

 b
y

 th
e 

A
sso

ciated
 P

ress an
d

 p
u

b
lish

ed
 w

id
ely

. It 
q
u
o
ted

 a "reliab
le so

u
rce fam

iliar w
ith

 th
e 

au
to

p
sy

 fin
d
in

g
" an

d
 d

escrib
ed

 th
e P

resi-
d
en

t's th
ree w

o
u
n
d
s as a sm

all w
o
u
n
d
 in

 
th

e b
ack

 w
ith

 n
o
 p

o
in

t o
f ex

it, a m
assiv

e 
head w

ound, and a throat w
ound caused by 

th
e ex

it o
f a m

etal frag
m

en
t o

r p
iece o

f 
b

o
n

e fro
m

 th
e fatal sh

o
t in

 th
e h

ead
. 

T
w

o
 F

B
I a

g
e
n
ts o

b
se

rv
e
d
 th

e
 e

n
tire

 
au

to
p
sy

 an
d
 ask

ed
 q

u
estio

n
s o

f th
e d

o
cto

rs 
at B

ethesda w
henever necessary. T

hey w
rote 

u
p
 a co

m
p
lete rep

o
rt o

n
 th

e au
to

p
sy

 w
h
ich

 
th

ey
 su

b
m

itted
 to

 J. E
d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er. O

n
 

D
ec. 9

, 1
9

6
3

, th
e F

B
I sen

t a rep
o

rt to
 th

e 
com

m
ission w

hich sum
m

arized the investi-
gation it had conducted. It contained an ac-
c
o
u
n
t o

f th
e
 a

u
to

p
sy

 fin
d
in

g
s w

h
ic

h
 

described the back w
ound as being "just be-

lo
w

" th
e sh

o
u

ld
er w

ith
 n

o
 p

o
in

t o
f ex

it. 
C

o
m

m
an

d
er H

u
m

es, w
h

o
 p

erfo
rm

ed
 th

e 
au

to
p

sy
, testified

 th
at h

e w
as u

n
ab

le to
 

fin
d

 an
y

 p
ath

 o
f o

u
tlet fa th

e b
u

llet. T
w

o
 

S
ecret S

erv
ice ag

en
ts also

 testified
 th

at n
o

 
p
a
th

 w
a
s fo

u
n
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 b

o
d
y
. A

s  co
rro

b
o
ratio

n
 fo

r th
e F

B
I rep

o
rt's d

eS
crip

-
tio

n
 o

f th
e lo

catio
n

 o
f th

e w
o

u
n

d
 as b

elo
w

 
th

e sh
o
u
ld

er, S
ecret S

erv
ice ag

en
t B

en
n
ett 

saw
 a b

u
llet h

it th
e P

resid
en

t "ab
o
u
t fo

u
r 

inches dow
n from

 the right shoulder." F
ur-

th
erm

o
re, S

ecret S
erv

ice ag
en

t H
ill, w

h
o
 

o
b

serv
ed

 th
e b

o
d

y
 ju

st after th
e au

to
p

sy
, 

stated
 th

at h
e o

b
serv

ed
 "an

 o
p

en
in

g
 in

 th
e 

b
ack

, ab
o

u
t six

 in
ch

es b
elo

w
 th

e n
eck

lin
e. 

F
in

ally
, th

e m
atch

in
g

 b
u

llet h
o

les 
in 

th
e jack

et an
d

 sh
irt w

o
rn

 b
y

 th
e P

resid
en

t 
are ab

o
u

t 5
1

/2
 in

ch
es b

elo
w

 th
e to

p
 o

f th
e 

collar. S
ince film

s of the assassination show
 

that the P
resident's jacket did not "ride-up" 

o
n

 h
is b

a
c
k

, th
is in

 a
 p

re
c
ise

 m
a
n

n
e
r 

co
rro

b
o
rates th

e testim
o
n
y
 o

f th
e T

w
o
 

S
ecret S

erv
ice ag

en
ts an

d
 th

e F
B

I rep
o
rt. 

T
he com

m
ission w

as thus faced w
ith tw

o 
d
ilem

m
as. If th

e b
u
llet d

id
 n

o
t g

o
 th

ro
u
g
h
 

th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t, th

e
n
 h

o
w

 c
o
u
ld

 it h
a
v
e
 

caused the governor's w
ounds? 

S
eco

n
d
ly

, sin
ce th

e o
n
ly

 w
o
u
n
d
 in

 th
e 

fro
n
t w

as at th
e b

ase o
f th

e th
ro

at, h
o
w

 
co

u
ld

 a b
u
llet trav

elin
g
 d

o
w

n
w

ard
 an

d
 en

-
tering below

 the shoulder have exited higher 
up at the neckline? 

T
h
e p

ro
b
lem

 w
as so

lv
ed

 w
h
en

 th
e "o

f-
ficial" autopsy report w

as released on D
ec. 

23, 1963. T
his autopsy report gave the loca-

tio
n

 o
f th

e b
ack

 w
o

u
n

d
 as th

e b
ase o

f th
e 

neck and said that the bullet passed through 
th

e n
eck

 an
d
 ex

ited
 at th

e th
ro

at w
o
u
n
d
! 

H
ow

 did the com
m

ission explain this?' 
A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 th

e o
fficial acco

u
n

t, o
n

 th
e 

m
orning follow

ing the autopsy, C
om

m
ander 

H
u
m

e
s le

a
rn

e
d

 th
a
t th

e
re

 h
a
d

 b
e
e
n

 ',a
 

w
o
u
n
d
 in

 th
e th

ro
at w

h
ich

 w
as o

b
literated

 
by a tracheotom

y. H
e then claim

ed to have 
"d

ed
u
ced

" a p
ath

 fo
r th

e b
u
llet fro

m
 th

e 
back w

ound (now
 supposedly at the base of 

th
e
 n

e
c
k

) to
 th

e
 th

ro
a
t w

o
u

n
d

. N
o

 e
x

-
p

lan
atio

n
 is o

ffered
 fo

r h
o
w

 a w
o
u
n
d
 b

e-
lo

w
 th

e sh
o
u
ld

er b
ecam

e a w
o
u
n
d
 at th

e 
base of the neck. 

O
ne can only beC

om
e suspicious w

hen it 
is learn

ed
 th

at H
u
m

es b
u
rn

ed
 th

e o
rig

in
al 

d
raft o

f th
e au

to
p

sy
 in

 th
e p

riv
acy

 o
f h

is  h
o
m

e after w
ritin

g
 th

e "rev
ised

" v
ersio

n
. 

P
hotographs and X

-rays taken of the P
resi-

d
en

t co
u
ld

 h
av

e cleared
 u

p
 all co

n
tro

v
ersy

 
co

n
cern

in
g
 th

e w
o
u
n
d
s, b

u
t th

ey
 w

ere 
n
ev

er v
iew

ed
 b

y
 th

e d
o
cto

rs o
r th

e co
m

-
m

ission during the investigation. 

T
h

e 
im

p
licatio

n
 • th

at th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 

au
to

p
sy

 rep
o

rt w
as p

u
rp

o
sely

, falsified
 is 

alm
o
st to

o
 d

istu
rb

in
g
 to

 co
n
sid

er, b
u
t th

e 
facts beg explanation. 

T
he com

m
ission 

accepted 
into evidence 

as E
x
h
ib

it 3
9
9
 a b

u
llet alleg

ed
ly

 fo
u
n
d
 o

n
 

G
o
v
. C

o
n
n
ally

's stretch
er. T

h
is b

u
llet w

as 
ballistically m

atched to the alleged assassi-
nation rifle, and supposedly passed through 
th

e P
resid

en
t's b

o
d
y
 an

d
 cau

sed
 all o

f th
e 

governor's w
ounds. B

ut expert testim
ony in-

d
icated

 th
at it co

u
ld

 n
o

t h
av

e cau
sed

 th
e 

governor's w
ounds. (F

urtherm
ore, although 

this bullet is perfectly w
hole, sim

ilar bullets 
fired in the w

rists of hum
an cadavers w

ere 
quite flattened. 

A
t least 1

0
 w

itn
esses w

h
o
 cam

e fo
r-

w
ard to testify claim

ed that they w
ere intim

-
id

ated
 b

y
 th

e o
v

erzealo
u

s F
B

I. M
an

y
 w

it-
nesses w

ho did not appear before the com
-

m
ission com

plained to independent investi-
g

ato
rs o

f h
arassm

en
t. 

T
he D

allas police lineups w
ere unfair and 

d
ish

o
n

est, y
et th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 accep

ted
 

them
 into evidence. S

ixty-one w
itnesses al-

leg
ed

 th
at th

e F
B

I m
isrep

o
rted

 th
eir testi-

m
o
n
y
. In

 alm
o
st ev

ery
 in

stan
ce th

e testi-
m

o
n

y
 m

isrep
o

rted
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e d

etracted
 

fro
m

 th
e co

m
m

issio
n
's case. O

n
e can

 ap
-

p
reciate th

e F
B

I's d
esire to

 p
u

t an
 en

d
 to

 
ru

m
o
rs, b

u
t it w

as th
e co

m
m

issio
n
's jo

b
 

to
 ascertain

 th
e truth. 

O
n

e w
itn

ess, a p
o

lice serg
ean

t, rep
o

rted
 

th
at a co

m
m

issio
n

 atto
rn

ey
 th

reaten
ed

 h
im

 
an

d
 tried

 to
 g

et h
im

 to
 ch

an
g
e h

is testi-
m

ony. 
M

any w
itnesses w

ere the victim
s of con-

stant threats.`O
ne w

itness w
as badly beaten 

and disappeared from
 D

allas.  

b
efo

re th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 to

 testify
 o

n
 th

e 
failure of the S

ecret S
ervice to take proper 

precautions. H
e w

as indicted by the federal 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
n
 ch

arg
es o

f attem
p
tin

g
 to

 
sell g

o
v
ern

m
en

t files. E
v
en

 in
 th

e face o
f 

su
ch

 ,ch
arg

es h
e ask

ed
 to

 testify
, b

u
t th

e 
com

m
ission never called him

 as a w
itness. 

W
arren R

eynolds, a w
itness to the flight 

o
f a m

an
 fro

m
 th

e T
ip

p
it slay

in
g

 an
d

 w
h

o
 

told police he could not identify the m
an as 

O
sw

ald
, w

as sh
o
t th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e h
ead

 b
u
t 

m
iracu

lo
u
sly

 liv
ed

 to
 tell ab

o
u
t it. A

 m
an

 
w

as arrested w
ho had called a relative and 

ad
m

itted
 th

e sh
o

o
tin

g
, b

u
t h

e w
as so

o
n

 
freed w

hen an alibi w
as provided by a girl-

friend. 
E

ig
h
t d

ay
s later th

e g
irlfrien

d
 w

as ar-
rested

 fo
r "d

istu
rb

in
g
 th

e p
eace" b

y
 fig

h
t-

in
g
 w

ith
 h

er ro
o
m

m
ate. T

w
o
, h

o
u
rs later 

sh
e w

as fo
u

n
d

 h
an

g
in

g
 b

y
 th

e n
eck

 in
 h

er 
jail cell. H

er d
eath

 w
as ru

led
 a su

icid
e. 

A
b

o
u

t th
ree w

eek
s later h

er b
est frien

d
 

an
d
 co

n
fid

an
te w

as fo
u
n
d
 d

ead
 in

 a d
itch

 
next to her autom

obile about 14 m
iles from

 
D

allas. M
eanw

hile, an attem
pt w

as m
ade to 

kidnap R
eynold's 10 year old daughter. 

T
he com

m
ission w

as given an unreason-
ab

le tim
e lim

it in
 w

h
ich

 to
 co

m
p
lete its 

w
o

rk
. T

h
e co

m
m

issio
n

ers w
ere all v

ery
 

b
u
sy

 m
en

 w
h
o
 w

ere lim
ited

 in
 th

e tim
e 

they could devote to the 'investigation. 
W

h
en

 th
e rep

o
rt w

as p
u
b
lish

ed
 so

m
e 

im
p

o
rtan

t q
u

estio
n

s .still .rem
ain

ed
 u

n
-

answ
ered. T

here w
as considerable disagree-

m
ent betw

een attorneys and com
m

issioners 
during the course of the investigation. T

he 
com

m
ission, relying heavily on the F

B
I re- • 

p
o
rt's h

astily
 reach

ed
 co

n
clu

sio
n
 th

at L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as the sole assassin, strove 
to

 p
ro

tect th
e n

atio
n
's stab

ility
 b

y
 d

is-
pelling rum

ors. Ironically, the F
B

I autopsy 
rep

o
rt n

o
w

 u
n

d
erm

in
es th

e case fo
r th

e 
sole assassin. 

W
h
eth

er o
r n

o
t th

ere w
as at co

n
sp

iracy
 

is stall a m
atter of conjecture, 'A

lthough the 
evidence clearly Indicates the presence of a 
second assassin. 

„
 

A
 S

ecret S
erv

ice ag
en

t ask
ed

 to
 ap

p
ear 


