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Special to the Star editorial/opinion page 
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T

he. H
ertz R

ent-a-C
ar sign on top of the 

D
epository B

uilding show
ed the tim

e to be 
12:30 p.m

. as . the lim
ousine carrying, the.  

P
resident turned dow

n E
lm

 S
L

 and drove in 
front of the D

epository. S
everal shots rang 

out. W
itnesses reported hearing from

 tw
o 

to six shots, although very few
 of them

 w
ere 

ever asked how
 m

any' they had heard by 
either the C

om
m

ission--or F
B

L
- —

 - - 
-O

f th
e w

itn
esses ask

ed
 w

h
ere th

ey
 

thought the shots cam
e from

, 59 said they 
cam

e fro
m

 th
e g

rassy
 k

n
o

ll area an
d

 3
2

 
th

o
u

g
h

t th
ey

 cam
e fro

m
 th

e D
ep

o
sito

ry
 

B
uilding. 
W

hen the shots w
ere fired, C

hief of P
olice 

Jesse E
. C

urry, w
ho w

as driving the first 
car in the m

otorcade, gave orders to "G
et a 

m
an on top of that triple underpass and see 

w
hat happened up there." S

heriff J. E
. D

ec-
ker, w

ho w
as riding in the rear seat of the 

sam
e car, ordered all available m

en in his 
office to m

ove into 'the railroad yards (see 
m

ap) to "hold everything secure" until in- 
V

estigators cold(' get there. 	
- 

R
ailro

ad
 sw

itch
 - to

w
er o

p
erato

r L
ee 

B
ow

ers Jr. said that w
hen the shots w

ere 
fired

 h
is atten

tio
n

 w
as attracted

 to
 th

e 
area of the fence w

here he had observed tw
o 

stran
g

ers ju
st p

rio
r to

 th
e assassin

atio
n

. 
H

e w
as not sure w

hat had caught his eye. 
J. C

. P
rice testified that just after the shots 

w
ere fired his attention centered on the area 

behind the fence. H
e saw

 a m
an run aw

ay 
from

 the fence and tow
ards the passenger 

cars on the railroad siding. P
rice's descrip-

tion of the m
an is very sim

ilar to the descrip-
tion of the "stranger" L

ee B
ow

ers Jr. saw
 in 

this area just prior to the assassination. 

A
ccording to P

rice, the m
an w

as running 
very fast, w

hich caused him
 to th

in
k

 that 
"he w

as doing the shooting." P
rice added 

that he w
as carrying som

ething in his right 
hand w

hich .."coujcj have been a gun."_ 

Im
m

ediately after the shots w
ere fired 

m
otorcycle policem

en C
lyde. H

aygood and 
B

obby H
argis parked their cycles and raced 

up the grassy knoll tow
ards the parking lot 

area. N
um

erous law
 enforcem

ent officers 
and spectators also ran tow

ards the sam
e 

area.- W
ithin m

inutes of the assassination 
an estim

ated 50 policem
en w

ere searching 
the parking lot and railroad yards. P

olice 
control stations w

ere soon set up and the 
railroad yards and parking lot w

ere guarded 
for the rem

ainder of the afternoon. 
W

ithin about 2 m
inutes of the shots, S

. 
M

. H
olland arrived in the parking lot area 

an
d
 h

elp
ed

 th
e 1

2
 o

r- 1
5
 p

o
licem

en
 an

d
 

plainclothesm
en w

ho w
ere already there 

looking for em
pty shells. 

A
fter a few

 m
inutes, both S

. M
. H

olland 
and Jam

es L
. S

im
m

ons noticed m
ud on the 

b
u
m

p
er o

f a
-  statio

n
 w

ag
o

n
 w

h
ich

 w
as 

backed up to the fence. T
hey suggested that 

it lo
o

k
ed

 lik
e so

m
eo

n
e h

ad
 sto

o
d

 o
n

 th
e 

bum
per to look over the fence. A

n enlarg-
m

ent of this area on a film
 of the assassina-

tion taken by O
rville N

ix show
s som

eone 
w

h
o

 is ap
p

aren
tly

 stan
d

in
g

 o
n

 th
e rear 

bum
per of a car backed up to the fence. 

• 

A
lthough the photo is not very clear, the 

m
an's arm

s are in a position w
hich suggests 

that he m
ay be firing a rifle, although no 

rifle is discernible on the som
ew

hat fuzzy. 
enlargem

ent. U
P

I sent Jack F
ox to D

allas 
w

ith the photo w
hich he show

ed to L
ee-

B
ow

ers Jr. and S. M
. H

olland. 
B

ow
ers said that the photo w

as "exactly 
w

hat I saw
" and H

olland seem
ed to be of 

the sam
e opinion. 

P
atrolm

an J. M
. S

m
ith, w

ho ran to the 
parking lot from

 the front of, the D
eposi-

tory, sm
elled gunpow

der behind the fence. 
H

e en
co

u
n
tered

 a stran
g
er an

d
 d

rew
 h

is 
gun. T

he stranger identified him
self as a 

Secret Service agent by show
ing credentials. 

(D
eputy S

heriff S
eym

our W
eitzm

an also 
testified

 th
at th

ere w
as a S

ecret S
erv

ice 
m

an in the area.) 

T
he Secret Service, how

ever, categorically 
denied that any of its agents w

ere in the 
area at that tim

e. T
he C

om
m

ission never 
attem

pted to identify this m
an w

ho w
as im

-
personating a federal officer and present 
near the spot from

 w
hich an assassin m

ay 
have fired. 	

: 

M
inutes after the shots an unarm

ed 31- 
year-old m

an w
as arrested in the railroad 

yards adjacent to the parking lot. H
e w

as 
booked on charges of "investigation of con-
spiracy to com

m
it m

urder."' T
hese charges 

w
eren't dropped until M

onday, D
ec. 2, eight 

days after L
ee.  H

arvey O
sw

ald's m
urder. 

H
e w

as held for eight days, 'during w
hich 

th
e D

allas p
o

lice an
d

 n
atio

n
w

id
e n

ew
s 

m
edia w

ere claim
ing the case w

as closed 
and L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as the sole as-
sassin! 

T
he C

om
m

ission w
as told of the existence 

of this suspect by O
sw

ald's m
other, w

ho 
testified that both she and M

arina O
sw

ald 
(O

sw
ald's w

ife) had been inform
ed of the 

arrest of another suspect w
hile w

aiting to 
see L

ee in the D
allas sheriff's office. T

he 
C

om
m

ission never questioned the D
allas 

p
o
lice: ab

o
u
t th

is su
sp

ect, so
 w

e m
ay

  never know
 w

hy he w
as kept in jail after 

O
sw

ald's death. 
S

tanding near the D
epository B

uilding 
w

as A
m

os E
uins, a 15-year-old ninth grade 

student. E
uins also• glanced up at the D

e-
p

o
sito

ry
 after th

e first sh
o

t an
d

 w
atch

ed
 

a m
an fire from

 the southeast corner w
in-

dow
 of the sixth floor. Im

m
ediately follow

-
ing the shots, he reported w

hat he had seen 
to a police sergeant w

ho radioed to head-
q
u
arters at 1

2
:3

6
 p

.m
. th

at h
e h

ad
 a w

it-
n
ess w

h
o
 said

 th
at th

e sh
o
ts cam

e fro
m

 
the D

epository. 
S

everal reporters w
ho w

ere In a 
press 

car w
hich w

as eight or nine cars from
 the 

front of the m
otorcade saw

 a rifle, or som
e-

thing w
hich they thought w

as a rifle, in the 
sixth floor w

indow
 on the southeast corner 

of the D
epository B

uilding. 
Jam

es N
. C

raw
ford, a deputy district clerk 

for D
allas C

ounty w
ho w

atched the m
otor-

cade from
 the E

lm
-H

ouston S
t. intersection, 

looked up after the third shot and thought 
h
e saw

 "m
o
v
em

en
t" in

 th
e six

th
 flo

o
r 

w
indow

 on the southeast corner of the D
e-

pository. H
e told the w

om
an standing next 

to him
 "that if those w

ere shots, they cam
e 

from
 that w

indow
." • 	

. •
  

W
h
en

 th
e sh

o
ts w

ere fired
 th

ere w
ere 

three D
epository em

ployees w
atching t h e 

m
otorcade from

 w
indow

s at the southeast 
end of the fifth floor. A

t least one of these 
m

en thought that the shots follow
ing the 

first one cam
e from

 directly above. T
hey all 

cam
e aro

u
n
d
 to

 th
is p

o
in

t o
f v

iew
 after 

discussing it. 	
• 

A
fter a m

inute or tw
o, all three m

en ran 
d

o
w

n
stairs an

d
 tw

o
 o

f th
em

 ran
 o

u
tsid

e 
and reported their experience to a police 
officer. 	

' 
T

he C
om

m
ission never ascertained w

hen, 
if ever, the D

epository B
uilding w

as sealed 
off and guarded. A

s late as 20 m
inutes after 

the assassination it w
as possible to enter 

o
r leav

e th
e b

u
ild

in
g

 w
ith

o
u

t 
show

ing 
identification. 

T
o

m
o

rro
w

: T
h

e su
sp

ects a
n

d
 th

e w
it- 

s'• 
n

osset. 


