9/25/68
Dear Gary,

Sorry 1t hes teken so long to straighten out the points in vour letter
of 9/18, of which, I believe, I hed sent Feul s copy, #s I shell cf this,

‘ It 153 of course, possitle thet I did file some of these popers Exxx 88
I copied them. 1 mede 8 copy of easch for each of you. There is also ths
poseibility of mechsniesl srror/ Psul found seversl duplicetes: Coleman to Slawson
{GA-1-CIA)s €D 87, SS576; CD19, /28, which I enclose. However, unlesg I erred
in serding Paul sll copies, I teljefe it iz sate to essume that whel 1 4o not
heve and he does not, I just didn t get. ' :
~

For his benefit, I 1ist whst you asked for:

CD20, pp 6-8,24-5

1120

1484, 2-3"

1485, 4-6,11 . o .
1179 (2), 100-4; 295-8 (this is the Watley report, Paul)
1141, 5-6

131 (2pp)

372 (551011)

O0f these, I seem tc hove only whet I nerewith enclose: 1179(2)295-8,
272 (SS1011), the ornly p=ge of CT1ll41l, unnumbered seve in the typescerint(S6).

You asked for & botter copy of 446d, which is =lso erclosed.

o While I ackipwledge & gay ‘heve''caused the confusion, that it mey be
wpnfusion rether then Johnson failing to fill your order, snd that it is more
likely becesuse et thet’period my new supplies of pever had not yet srrived, . I,
think the error is his becsugse I think 1 lsid cll of this aside prior to filing,
hsving the intent of reorgsnizing ny £1les to moke them more sccessible. I sug-est
you ask Johnson for copies of these snd, if he sys his records shew he sent then
%o me, I'll repey you the cost. Also, pleese send toik Peul emd me coples, unless
he lets you know he has these. '

. There is the sdditionel possibility I huve been cereless becsuse I hsve
not been working as continuously,‘because‘cther»things heve been on my mindas. 1 heve,
es you kunow, teeen trying %o revuild my muscles, so to spesk. The peet seversl
weeks we have hail no rain and I've bzen spending more time than ususl outzide,
trying to get dore before bad wegther the work so long postponed. Pretty successful,
mey 1 add. Until 1lest night's New Year's perty st the locel rebti's, I had lowered
my weight to 173, e figure I've gotten down o but once in the post mere thsn 40
yesrs. ~ probebly put five pouncs beck last night snd will sweat some of that off
todey. Cme of the unfortunete concequences is thet * now heve no clothes thst it
me. Bxcept those in style in 1944-5% Wide lepels! I cenrot sfford to rehzberdash,
so I'11 mek= my coming trip either drcopy or wide~lspelled.

Your interest in Pene®ez is werrsnted., I enclose two pages of his psper.
If you wsnt them please copy end return. I'm running out of paperx sgsin and just
cennot afforc £ mew supply, I'm trying tc go further with him becsuse of this Duarte
bit. I'1l keep you posted. Bud had interviewed him, snd I'll eventuslly send you
a copy of his memo on that. I heve several other engles working, through others.

For bocth of you, 2 siighf ray of hope. My contect st Playboy hed asked

to see 0OUP. He thought it unlikely they'd be inﬁsyested tut warted to consider
the pessibility of their gbstrecting en article. "y previous experience with them,



rether, my lsst previous one, tegan in eerly February. Earlier, they hed asked me
to clobber Lene for his impositions in them in their interview. This I hsd, I now
regret, declined to do. They then apperently hhd had to eskign rether extensive
snd expensive menpower to correct his abundent errors, to uss the kind word. From
them on there had been & desultory correspondenca;phone relationship. Their msneging
editor hed teen scheduled to vizlt me a yesr sgc  uns. Didn'te. They then esked for
help on Wwhet Eric Norden wes to hove done on the [Minutemen, and + did tcis work for
them. They ssked tc see some of my eutopsy stuff,”snd I stopped off irn Cb}cago on
my wey to Californis 1n early February. "¢ spegt much of s dsy together. t wes
then their opinion thet unless they could completely solve %he crime, they'd do
nothing elss orn the ssssssinction. When they esked for CUUP, they seid tney'd
give e an anewer in s wesk. That hes now been ebout six weeks. I phoned yesterday
ond tney eppeer %o have some intersst. They promised en snswer in s week, I do
not permit myself the luxury of hope, hut, knowing their stsitude, I teke this
8s no less then e sign of the merit of th- content. Their protlsm is not content.
They seem to regsrd this ‘tind of dates ss rether technicel. I heve & gimiler problem
elsewhere, from snother publiceticn whose expert hoe been stpposed to coms here for
gseversl months end several days egc s2id he hepes it cen te soon, If either intesrest
comes to ernythirg, the revenus may be encugh to putlish the book.

They elsc ssked to see what I neve thus fer done with the executive
sessions. 1 sent thet yesterday. “hen Jou will hsve time to read it rspidly end
return it promptly, Gery, I'11l send it tc you. Lot me ¥now. It is about 30,000
words. Howaver, I went this to be when you cen mske notes thstowill hevs uesning.
Wore snd mors — lean to the idea of writing & book AGENT OSWALD, which will reelly
be three books in one: QOswsld es an Agent, Liebeler, and the eX sess. They =1l
relate. I think the ex sess sre worth s sepasrate book but ses no poselbility of
it veing commercielly accevtzble or sffording it myself. I esk you bothk to note
for me wket content you think sppropriste seids from whet * heve just sent you
or what 1 have alre~dy written, Ameng the things we kmow sbout that I sm coring %o
regari es more significanct sre the Psin 16862 i1snterview =nd tne abscnee cf eny
- Kesék affidevit. Here, Psul, 1 have not heard from Wede end egein esk for the
suggestions I earlier sought., I'll be writing him soon, 1f I do not hear. Hosty
slsosssumes more possitle significence. I epent 5-0 pleesgnt acurs 7ith the Castorrs
§unday, +ill te sesing them sgein eoon when * cen introdu é}/@nd leerned 8 little’
more sbout the Surreys. It now cppesrs clesr tc me thet the idem Qgwsld shot =t
Welker originetes in Vest Germsny! Valker tock this up %ith Castorr before the
Uommission displeyed any interest in it with ¥oFihute Surrey's republicetion of the
Lalles assassinsticn stories. "aschsnicelly it is quite large. Somehow I'll meke
copies of toue more intere ting stories, one of which deals with =n Csborne Karine
mats, rether interesting when it i< recz1led the bendbill in whidh Peul is so in-
tercsted was ordersd in thst nsms. Fivs lines stove, *xith #erina, have" is
whst tbhe strékeover should resd.

I went to say nothing sbout 1%, but Bud and I sre roing to “ew Orlezns
for ¥¥o weeks in early Yscember. e 1s scheduled to return fro: there todey. Be
went with 3 limited purposs, btut I sskedhim to undert:uke a few chores. Wy will be
going for our cwn, non-connected investizstions....Philip Geracd ITI has been hcms
gince his return from Vietnom for hic fother'es funsrel. Jim and I ped g rether fimn
agreement, dtemming from their rather insxcuseble blunder with Raul Naves, which
was en open ond entirely unnecesssry vislstion of an easrlier sgresment, that they
would heve me in on any of this. My request for this, nade directly of Yim, wes not
from venity or e right to my own literary troverties, but sluply tecauso thay didn't
know e demned thing sbout it. Jim said thet unless there was s pressing legsl need,
154 be ir on it. *+ now find thet, without telling, ssking or consulting, they asd
mede several umsuccessful efforts to interview “nilip. Louis promised me over &
week 5go tuet before they tried agein they'd consult. Silence. I feel they sre now
looking for lemmings to emulete. I have been sble to give them but the essence of
whet + heve on Philip. Ee now seems to be Pentestically impertent in their Shaw

cese, #s * learncd when I wes pickircg up the few remaining pleces with & re-interview



with Reul. 1 have this on tzpe. Appsrently, end plesse, strictest confidence,
Ehilip was a homosexusl contact of Mario Bermudez. I have three other confirmetions!
I heve both parents on tape on this., On one occasion, Bermudez sppesrs to have

used Shew s car, Thers sre meny other things about Philip. I think I indiceted some
to vou sud Hal,

That wse drmz with Reul cannotd be extlained by incompeience. I have
thnought mach scout it and heve declded one of tws things must be csusziive: simple
jealousy, becsuse I go dom there end do what they cennot and do no%, or = deliverete
effort to blow the thing., I'd prefer to be abtle +n f£ix on almost eny other elterna-
tives *ut ceanct. There is, tc me, toec rmch resson to credit both, If it ic the
1stter, it seems tc finger oo, Varioue thires kave come bsck to me indlcating
the fiwst is true, whether or not it is in this case & factor,

It epperently is entirely impossible %o h ve eny kind of cooperstive
relationship with them. Until this yo T, i had content myself with developing
leads snd sources snd turning them over, on the sssugption they'd then do the
neceseary, that they'd then look out for their owm interest. Thay naver did.
1 $urned over to Jim, nergonally, lest November, e tremenducus gumber of taingas
I begen to tumbls to, 2t was not until I found out they had dons nothing sbout them ‘
thet * had to spend the large emount of time 1 put in thére this yesr. You know |
somo of the results. Even their confirmstfon on Bredley through lfex Gonzalez is
something they'd have had much esrlier if they'd followed What turnsd over.
Trustins them 1 aidn't even make memos on sae ol this. How csn one, working 20
bours a dey without meking mrmos? Gonzalez is tut one of two of those Wno xnew
tnings of Ferrie, including hie oviation activities and connections gt the eirport
I told them sbout almost & yo3Ir 8g£0, They 3ll knew “Yornzelez end never spcke to aim.
I recell Jim's resction very well, Ho said Mex wss e fine guy ani he'd certainly
have to telk %o him. Zo, they Gidn t. I now do not recall either my source or
tre other nome, They were to have had ail this on tape, more than six hours of
my interviews. They blew theo teving, I gat Qown with Jim, not x owing the tspiag
was incomprehensible, and gove him the essence, the nsmes end lesds, He then snd
there made long-hand notes. : heve several times ssked him for copies, so 1 cen
rick up sll the threeds. Eschit time he promises them. I've never gotten tlem.
There msy be much more 1've not bsen able to fcllow through with, fer * just
cannot recsll all the nemes cr events. ’

Aftsr I 1a€t the 1l:st time I wrcte Dim explsining how, but a siuple
inguigy of & specific offlce, Re might uncover an entire federal operation against
bim. e hed nothing %o lose by trying it end need 1 say how muca he cculd have gzined.
pe ha's yet to esnswer, in eny Wway. I've not heard fronm him since I ssw him, on my
i{nitiative, nct his, the dsy T left. Mot a thing I've asked for have 1 gotlen, and
Itve asked for nothing secret or improrer, merely for a fow of my thinge. I have
developed the strong foeling that theyrars arranging s martyrdem and thet Mark is
en inddspensitle vart of 1it.

Through “hilip ~nd my leed on sll of this I have put Bringuier in en
entirely diflerent cutszory. Risht aow 1 esn only hops they do not develop any
interest in this for I am ccnfident they will blow anything they try. I regerd it
as potentislly very important, one ot the ressons i pave been trying so hard Yo
be atle to file e suilt azgeinst him. I agein emphasizs, sll of tiis in strictest
confidence, On Bringuier and this bit, +here 1s a tenuous suggestion of Thornley
involvement with Sringuier. roltticelly it is compatible. The svidence is not solid.
;t i: new eutirely unsupported. Thst is, with onything I know. This also is one

cf tre recsons 1 kept after the Times-Piceyine. If you did not ndtlcs their
retraction =f the 2lst, I'11 send you 8 copy. ~lesse unders%and ttet in forcing
this I heve put him end his sttorpeys i the position of heving %o try a2ni serve
me if eni when I am there egdin. Tnie meens I'11 te subject to sult, probably. I
cannot hire & lawyer to defend it, I'we alresdy told the ACLU 1 shell ssk for thelr
help, snd publicly, when it heppens. 1t dook Jim & yesar to reelize whet 1 cen do in

= ¢ivil suit that he csmnot ir criminel scticn. Cnce he reslized it, nothin
¢ it, nothing



heppened. He could heve helped -arrange it. Vhen I told him of the Canyon suit,
what wes being connived behind my back, whst 1 had been 2ble to frustrate and
whet { would not be abls tc prevemt, he volunteered thet if and when it ceme to
pess he'd sse to it thers was & quarter-page ed in the pspers seying th- book
had not been withdrawn, hos it could be zctten, etc. He repestad his opinron,
naver exprossed excopt in privata, that C8YWALD IN NSV OFLEANT was thz Pest and
most izportsnt book. Hg {5 well aware of the hemm this can do his cess. We
discussed it. Hed his legsl opponsnts not been in on this, hsd they not
bragced premsturely, I1'd never hsve known sbout it in time to sccomplisk

Tirst the delsys end ther frustrate the pending desl.

I pedn't exnectad to g0 into all of this. However, i% is somethins I
think you should be swars of. :

It semms likely to ms that Bud now, indepezndently and privately; has
much of the same feelirg I do, When he wss lest here he &sked me if I would 2o to
N,C. with him for two wesks, for which be'd pay, for us to work Indspendently
cf the cffice, It is in prepar»tion for thie thet I seked him %o undertske e few
things whule he wes there the past few days. Thz=ze are thiags i turned over
slmost = yaer ego 2nd sbout which nothins wes dons.

Lat me alert you 4o seversl other flelds of interest in -hizh you -

mey be shle $o meke suggestions. I solieit them if you ‘can. Father ¥ackann,
Inis and Maurice Ferre, Texas Industriee (John end Josnna Rogers), Romos
{phonettt, & “eseball guy), Cuban Gatholic relief (Dslles and New Orlesns,

end in N,0.,Mrs, Qerniglis) Mrs. Connell, the Insues, Lisutensnt George 3utler,
8 deceased named Schwille (sort of e Knott's Berry Farm guy in Dslles). Mas.
Cerniglis has a flle on every Cuben she's helped. Interest does not neceseoarily
indicate culpability. Sylvia 0dio wes for s while in the Rogers home, srranged
ty ner friend Luis Ferrs. “hile there she got some: mystericus letters from

“onrell, then in Boston. %rs. Rogsrs turned them over to Butler, sll of this
after the assessination. Connell wes then in Bostorn visiting s medicsl-student
son snd wae: visited by Mschanr, who wes not finsneislly irn = positicr te travel,.
1 suspect 3plvis told him things before ths sssessinetion, in the coafessiocnel.
Machern is now in “urope. “When he left Jelles he went to L&uiﬂinna snd worked in
¢ mental-health group. + coutiou: tc wonder whiky Acwley did not let Xelley write
the letter 1 use in O in K.C.

Gary, let me remind you ebout the Martin efiidevet. “% is importsnt.

#1lso, please present this problem to Patsy. I heve a poleroid copy of one of the
criginal forms of 1334 snd B, the onz with the rifle in the left hsnd. If I cannot
gat the original from which this wss copied, or if thet 1s an unoriginal, say wes
rinted, can % do anything with it thet c=nnot te done by other thotogranhers?
his one, unmistekestly, shows & women tetwesn Oswald and the vpeat of ' sgtairs,
with bushes, in the next yard. I am having 35m copiss msde now. It preves, beyond
eny doubt et =11, that at the very lemat this picture was federally decctored or the
feds knew it hsd teen eariier doctnred. 1 have proof from Feed MNewecomdb of another
sspect of the doctoring. It fan be pretty imporbént.

Sincerely,

Hareld ieisterg



