6/19/89

Dear G,

For whstever it is or isn't worth, Jjust found Fred's firet lstter to
me, deted 12/14/67, preising my work es "more and mere sithoritetive" as he
goas over them {this was before I steyed vith him, we had nsver met) api asking
a number of cuestions I answered.

» Betzner, "somshow L suspect the Betzner reproduction iz LI¥E is a
conposite! That tree tekes & wierd jump.” Leter,”the masonry siructure on the
right-hond side of the 'Betzner photo” looks to be elrtrush workess"

No revelatién of eny 2 knowledge, merely comment he vms "Lappy"
to see sixw fremes in Thompsom. e said T cropped them end esked why.

_Although he stiputlsted he had knowledge of perspectivs and photow
grephy and 17 yrs experience as commercisl ertist, in my reply I referred hin
tc Spregue on scms things, coutioned him on difference in times pictures were

‘taken, differenees in lecntions from whichcteken {Betzner farthur east), etc.

I even defendeu Thompaon from the cropning cherge, pointing out we
didn's know and the sutomatic mask-ng in copyling.

The reason I mention this is to show tim state of his knowledge bsfore
* wag thare end told him waat + knew (addressing it salf to Lifton slender of
thievery on Z- you know I had done all my work long beiore tiis -letter) and that
long before he made thoss errors jnexcuseable in those wish photo end zrt back-
ground, he was werned agsinsi precisely those mistakes he made and published.

Cherlie Ward's ection eurprises ms ‘bofeuse * have not been in touch, -

but I think i know who his backers are. I think nis stetement makes cheeing

automatice 1t is the blatent right-wing eppeal. Jim wes atrong for him for judge
vhen lsat I heerd, had, in fact, jnitiated with governor. Nutty or not, he had bo
cave hal some atrong motive. I think Chsrlie orgenized oprosition pozition as
soon as he @ot in trouble. The other man involved iz, + believe, en old ¥imer

in Friends Damocratic Cubal Bud didn't teckground me on this. It 1is in Tuesday?s
States-Item, Uharlie is in a2 PM IIT- it is who who refused to teke the pbone
three times when I cellad between o urt sessioneﬂ lying end ssying be wesn't
there, or telling opr to. I waa sitting next to “ouma when he phoned end spoke do
him from Bud's. Rsther ttan having nothing to do with investigetion he is the

one on the staff who went out of the country investigeting. He fought Asron Eohn
on his stuff, anG there was nc one %G requirs it (Zohn mey support bim), Ee makes
straight racist sppeal, super law-order, garrisen refuses presecute, etc. wiite
s statement that may get him establishment support but certeinly delivers ell
youth to JG, blacks 8lsose

Hastily,



