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STILL SPELLBOUND
A sophisticated account of the Kennedy vears that does not feign dispassion

By Michael Harrington

A THOUSAND DAYS: John F. Kannedy in the White Houss. By Arthur M. Schissinger jr. Houghtor
Mifttin. 1,087 pp, 39,

For

\merians, Nover

ber 22, 1963, is not yet history. It still hurts
too much

Thus. as Arthur M. Schlesinger jr.. well understands in o Thowsand
Days. it is not yer possible even to pretend to dispassion. Some young
historian of the future. he says. will acempt 10 regnin the *Presidential
perspective,” that view of the whaele which John F, Kennedy had intended
to record in his own memoirs, Dut this generation of chroniclers still lives
within the political and emotional spell of the fallen leader. The past they
analyze is still very nuelt the present and thas in fragments ( for example,
Schlesinger’s vwn White House experiences weight his book toward the
foreign policy issues i which he was personally involved ).

And still, of Thowsand Days is 2 permanent asd indigpensable con-
tribution to the underscanding of the Kennedy A\dministration, It is rare
thar a brilliant scholar is himself an original historical swarce or that he
has an eye for personality as well as massive trends. Schlesinger is cer-
tainly a Kennedy partisan, but he is not an apologist, and, above all, he

writes palitically abour politics, a virtue which eludes many in his profession,

I A Thousand Days, John T, Kennedy emerges as a man who re-
stared the vouth. excitement and rationality of the voung Republic to the
mature nation, and who provided the world with the vision of a leader
who “understood the terror and the hope, the diversity and the possihility,
of fife on this planet.” T share much of this conelusion. 1f T state it with
the gualifications and criticisms of the outsider, 1 have the same feeling
that, with John F. Kennedy, this country' changed for the hetter. \While
living in Furope in 1963, 1 had decided to break with my radical ortho-
doxy and vote for Kennedy in 1964. T heard the terrible news in a Milan
restaurant. And even now, while trying to be an objective reviewer, it is
that sense of loss which is my true point of departure.

But to attempt the return to histary, turn first to John F. Kennedy
as Commander-in-Chief.

Unquestionahly, the late President's flexible military policy represented
a gain over the apocalyptic and dangerous posturing of the “massive retali-
ation” doctrine. And certainly Secretary of Defense MeNamara won a
memorable victory over the tmiformed section Continned an page 10)
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(Contingued from page 1)
of the “permanent govern-
ment™ (the President's battle
for control of the Exeeutive is
a major theme of this book).
But three events are clearly de-
cisive in coming to an assess-
menit of Kennedy as a world
strategist: the disaster he in-
herited at the Bay of Pigs, the
tragedy that he feft hehind in
Viet Nam, and the amhiguity of
the Cubmn missile crisis.
As a political leader, Ken-
| nudy took full responsihility for
the Bay of PMigs: as a historian,
Schlesinger is right i ahuolve
him of much of the hlame. The
Tate President was systemati-
1 cally mis-wlvisnl by the CIA
1 (which did not even tell its
'.In:eﬂizcneu Branch that it was
mounting  an  invasion), the
\Jmnr Chiefs, and all those with
“special competence™ in military
matters. In addition, kmn:d}
did not know how to demohilize
the secret exile army which Ei-
genhower left him. And so he
- Suifered the worst defest of his
Administration by fallowing the
specialized, sophisticated advice
of ks ta aet ke
* gunboar diplomat. He was too
new o his post to have learned
how to reject such documented
IM 1 + 1.

General MacArthur told Presi-
dent Kennedy “that anyone
wanting to commit

forces to the mainfand of Asia
should have his head examined.”
Yet the American mﬂm\r}
painted glnwmg stories of im-
minent victory; Washington be-
lieved in the false-front villages
pf Diem and Nhu and hesically
lgnon-d the socinl and politieal
needs of the peasantry; and by l
the time the unpopulnr govern- !
ment ‘was overthrown, the |
United  States  was  already
deeply and tragieally involved

in an fm muaral-ac.
<Lian, '\chlumm'r euttsitlers
Viet” Nam to e Kennedy's

“grear failure” | oagree

The Cuban missile crisis is u
much more ambignons moment
to asscss than Viet Nam. Ken-
nedy did indeed show “tough-
ness and restraint. . . . will,
nerve and wisdom so hrillinntly
controlled.” From withim the
premises of Americun anclcar
deferrent policy. he acted mag-
nificently. But Schlesinger's
datn poiut to another line of
thought, one he does not pur-
sue: that this confrontation
contradicted many of the as-
sumptions of that deterrent
’tulic) Ascording to American
Khrushchev broke

Viet Nam represented  an
analogous case. At the outset,

ﬂu: rules of military gamesman:
ship~hr=netmg—mr N Tl the

President later felt that, had we
had only 24 hours to decide, we
hvmﬂd “not have chosen as pru-

ently as we did™: and the con-
fusion over two contradictory
Khrushchev ‘messages at the end
laf the crisis was probably a
‘result of goofing off in the
Kremlin hureaucracy.

But if the missile crisis chal-
lenged the fail-sufe rationales
of the military theorists, it also
freed Kemmedy and the world
for the nuclear test-han treaty.
Coolness, luck and skill achieved
& happy ending, yes, hut they
showetl how mlumn: we mll
are, hal-
ance of terror,

conedy’s great merit
that his approach to interna-
tional affairs was not simply
military, The late President was
for the “democratic revolution”
in the developing lands. But, as
Schlesinger's account of the
Alliance for Progress suggests,
such a determination is easier
stated than carried out. With-
out making a Fidelistu over-
simplification, the Latin ruling
classes are not anxious to give
up their privileges, and Ameri-
¢an husiness has shown a much
Hvelier interest in guaranteeing
their investments abroad than
m economic reform. Schles-
inger freely admits that these
complications distorted many of

the original hopes of the Alli-
ance, but be remains optimistic
in the long run. I am not so
sanguine. The disparity between
the rich and poor lands, as Myr-
dal and others have doctimented,
is still growing and this impov-
erishment of the “external pro-
Ietariat” is a source of wealth—
and political power—in the ad-
vaneed countries. Much more
radical means than have yet
been proposed are requited, |
suspect, to fulfill Kennedy's
excellent end of the democratic
revolution,

On the domestic front, the
isstte of this generation Is, of
eonrse, Civil Rights.

The President with

And wmtil 1963, it was not the
bully pulpit in the White House,
but the Negro in the streets,
that educatsd the people in the
il Is of Srotherhond

But here, as in so many other
areas, history denied John Ken-
nedy His rightful chanee, and [
think that the Negro masses
who still idolize him rightly
intuited the direction in which
he would have moved after his
tardy but bold beginning,

On economic matters, Ken-
nedy moved brilliantly to estal-
lish a new consensus—and pri-
vately held, necording to Schlvs-
inger, a most fascinating nid
wlvanced pu;itiun. After the
mismar t of the economy

forthrightness and even passion
in 1963, particularly after Bir-
mingham, Before that, he felt
that his own slender mandate
and the weakness of the Presi-
dential party in the Congress
held him lLack. Schlesinger ap-
proves this judgment: I do not.
When Schlesinger says that
Kennedy delayed signing the
arder against discrimination in
‘housing hecause it might imperil
sctting up a Department of
Urhan Affairs with a Negro
Secretary to head it, hold back
the Trade E-:puumn Bill and
duuwnge business from hmu-

during the late Eisenhower
Flfh:l Kennedy established a
serics of important new princi-
ples: unbalanced ludgets oven
in times of business prosperity
if unemployment pmlstcd at
high rates: special training and
retraining programs for left-
outs and antomation victims; _
the recognition of the problem
of paverty in America. In cach
case, the basis of the Johnso-
nian economic performance was
laid in the Kennedy years.
But, Mr. Schlesinger tells us,
the late President went well
heyond tax-cut Ke_-,-nesumsm in
his e le-

the
paliuenl priorities were wrong

Heved (Continued o puge 12)
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in John Kenneth Galbraith's

thesis that government inter-

A mOVing' beauﬁfuuy N | vention lhnul?wke the form uc:f
: direct social investment in the

illustrated memorial to s gy
hospitals, ete.—and not confine

ke itself to tax relief. But he did

ADI IAI not think he could persuade

Congress to so much good sense,

snd he held back. Now that Mr.

STEVENSON { izawec
A tives committed to Kennedy's

initinl programs, ane hopes that

he will move on to implement

“aw re'creaﬁng his his predecessor’s more profound
- -insights in this area.

life and career, Firally, it is in two areas that

& Mr. Schlesinger stakes ont the

preserving his wit strongest claim for the great-

Iness of fohn F. Kennedy : world

r|:A:.11:: and the iate President's

{immcz upon American thinking.

These two points are, T woull
suggest, quite related.

To an extraordinary degree,
Ketinedy broke with the danger-
ous banalities of the Cold War.
Peace, he said at American
University in 1963, “does not
require that each man love his
neighbor—it requires only that
they live together in mutual tol-
erance.” In the Moscow Treaty
banning atomic tests, the late
President actually led the
American people and the world
a tiny step back from the brink
—a pgiant stride in the right
direction.

But then, the Cold War
rigiditics were not wimply a
fact of international life. They
were the basis of patriotic cele-
bration, of suspicion and Me-
Carthyite conspiracy theories
within Ameriea. And, in part
because he was sceking a de-
tzute, John F. Kennedy wis able
to miake eriticism and candor
about the national failings a
part of the national life once
more, (And one wonders, if
the present escalation in Viet
Nam continues, if that reawak-
ening of conscience and con-
sciousness John Kennedy helped
to initiate will not come to an

)
Virginia Woolf once said that

lavishly illustratad volume presents not only the

story of Adlai Stevenson's life, but his most memaor- 1 those who die young are ahways

sble words — drawn from his writings and public and T red. That i true—and

private statements. The result is a living memorial - not true—about the late Presi-

to a great American who was, above all, a great buman dent. Youth was indeed mur-

being. dered in Dallas and there is, as

Schlesinger evokes it, an almost

Freface by LYNDON B. JOHNSON pnlmnhl;lpmgn‘ ance in think-

Intredustion by Stswart L. Udall ing of what might have been

- . had he completed what he be-

g anl Malewt . Rusglany gan. But there were deeds as

Memorial Tributes by: well as promises in the short

s Dwight D. Eisenk . Earl poliﬁtalmcnofithmund_

Warren, Nelsan A. Rockefeller, Francis Cardinal days. If T cannot agree with

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., some of Schlesinger's interpre-

Walter P. Reuther, Dr. Grayson Kirk, Senator tations of r]vu':n. I can share his
Abraham A. Ribicoff, Senator Everett McKinley mmﬂtlulmﬂukthxw..

Dirksen, Robert F. Wagner, Sir Alec Duouglas- man_who changed his _nation,

Hume, Laster B, Pesirson and others. He has written a traly political

‘history—sophisticated, partisan,

40 PAGES OF SUPEREB PHOTOGRAPHS provocative even when one dis-

GIANT 91} "x 12}, FORMAT" agrees with it—and one of the

most important books about the

$5.95 at your boakutore now Kennedy years that will come

P P P T T P T P PP PP TP ey
. s,

o
R P T P

graphy: scrupul hol and sound,

ip . . . Mr. Flexner's prose
is locid, and supple , , . His Washingron
;I:rln le production.”—*0rville Prescott,

WASHINGTON
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