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STILL SPELLBOUND 
A sophisticated account of the Kennedy years that does not feign dispassion 

By Michael Harrington 
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For Americans. November 22, 1.‘16,i, is not yet history. It still hurts 
kin much. 

Thug, as Arthur M. Schlesinger jr.. well understands in .1 Thousand 
pup, it i5 not ,et possilde even to pretend to dispassion- Some young 
historian of the future, he says. will attempt to regain the "Presidential 
perspective.-  that view of the whole which John F. Kennedy had intended 
to record in his own memoirs. Pon this generation of chroniclers still lives 
within the political and emotional spell of the fallen leader. The past they 
analyze is still very much the present and dins in fragments t for example, 
Schlesinger's two Villite House experiences weight his book toward the 
foreign poliry i<xltes in which hie was personally involved?. 

And still. . f Thousand Pup is a permanent and indispensable con-
tribution to the understanding of the Kennedy .1.thniniuration. It i5 rare 
that a brilliant scholar is himself an original historical source or that he 
has an eye for personality as well as massive trends. Schlesinger is Ter-
mini,' a Kennedy partisan. but lie is not an apologist. and. above all, he  

writes politically about politic,, a virtue which eludes many in his profession. 
In 	Thousand hors. John F. Kennedy emerges as a man who re- 

stored the youth. excitement and rationality of the young Republic to the 
mature nation, and who provided the world with the vision of a leader 
who "understisiti the terror and the hope, the diversity and the 
of life on this planet." I share much of this conclusion. if i state it with 
the qualifications and criticisms of the outsider. 1 have the sante feeling 
that. with John F. Kennedy, this country changed for the better. ‘Vhile 
living in 'Europe in 1063. I had decided to break with my radical ortho-
doxy and vote for Kennelly in 10(44. I heani the terrible news in a Milan 
restaurant. And even now, while trying to be all objective reviewer, it is 
that sense of loss which is mw true point of departure. 

But to attempt the return to history. turn first to John F Kennedy 
as Commander-in-Chief. 

Unqueetionahly, the late President's flexible military isdicy represented 
a gain over the apocalyptic and dangerous posturing of the "massive retali- 
▪ doctrine, .-Smd certainly Secretary of neferise McNamara won a 
memorable victory over the uniformed section 
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Still spellbound 
General MacArthur told Presi-
dent Kennedy "that anyone 
wanting to commit ground 
forces to the mainland of Asia 
should have his heed examined." 
Yet the American military 
painted glowing stories of im-
Min= victory: Washington be-
lieved in the fit-Me-front tillages 
p1 Die. and Nhu and basically 
Ignored the social and political 
needs of the peasantry: and by f 
the time the unpopitler govern- ! 
meet was overthrown, the 
United States was already 
deeply and tragically involved 
in an impesaildes—ionpural- an-

.tjant. Schlesinger cuiteiders 
Viet Kern to Inc Kennedy's 
-great failure" I agree. 

'I-he Cuban missile crisis is a 
much mire amhigurais moment 
to assess than Viet Nam. Ken-
nedy did indeed show "tough- 
ness and restraint_ . . 	will. 
nerve and wisdom so brilliantly 
controlled." From within the 
truism of interican nnefeor 
delerr..n1 fairy, he acted mag-
nificently. But Schlesinger'. 
data point to another line of 
thought, one he dors not pur-
sue: that this confrontation 
contradicted many of the as-
sumptions of that deterrent 
policy. .Sceunling to American 

Khrushchev broke 
the ride, of military gamesrrirer" 
ship —he. 	 e ma. Mg- 

(Continua front tap I) 
of the "permanent govern-
ment" I the President's hatUe 
for control of the Eeecutive is 
a major theme of this book). 
But three events are clearly de-
cisive in coming to an assess-
ment of Kennedy as a world 
ttrategiat the disaster he in-
herited at the Ray of Pigs, the 
tragedy that he left behind in 
Viet Nam, and the ambiguity of 
the Cuban missile crisis. 

.1. a political /sailer, Ken- 

!

nialy took full responsibility for 
the Ray of rip: as a historian. 
Schlesinger is right to elieolve 
him of much of the Mume. The 
late President was systemeti-
tally mis-anleitsil by the CIA 

I 'which did not even tell its 
Intelligence Rninch that it wes 
mounting :40 66.a.$6311}. the 

'Joint t....Nefs, and all those with 
"special competence" to military 
matters. In addition, Kennedy 
i..1.41 not know how to danuliitiee 
the secret exile army which Ei-
senhower left him. And no he 

• suffered the worst defeat of his 
Administration by following the 

, specialized, sophisticated advice 
I of bram_and—spooka to act like 

a gunboat diplomat_ fie was too 
new to his port to have learned 
how to reject such documented 
arid imposing madness 

Viet Kam represented an 
analogous case. At the outset., 

President later felt that, had we 
had only 24 hours to decide, we 
I!.vould 'not have chosen as pru-
dently as we (lid"; and the con-
fusion over two contradictory 
Khrushchev measages at the end 

I of the crisis was probably a 
result of goofing off in the 
Kremlin bureaucracy. 

But if the missile crisis chal-
lenged the fail-safe rationale. 
of the military theorists, it also 
freed Kennedy and the world 
for the nuclear test-ban treaty. 
CoOltles5, luck and skill achieve/ 
a happy ending, yes, Inn they 
showed from insecure we still 
ore, iseme-prcesseisanisja_thyLel-
pnce of tenor 

wilKennetly:s great merit 
that his approach to interna-
tional affairs was not simply 
military. The bite President was 
for the "democratic revolution" 
in the developing lands. But, as 
Schlesinger's account of the 
Alliance for Progress suggests. 
ouch a determination is osier 
stated than carried out. With-
out making a Foicheto over-
simplification, the Latin ruling 
chimes arc not anxious to give 
up their privileges, and .Smeri-
can 'easiness has shown a much 
livelier interest in guaranteeing 
their investments abroad than 
in economic reform. Schles-
inger freely admits that these 
complications distorted many of  

the original hopes of the Alli-
ance, Inn be remains optimistic 
in the long run. I am not so 
sanguine. The disparity between 
the rich and poor lands, as Myr-
del and others have documented. 
is still growing and this impov-
erishment of the "external pro-
letariat" is a source of wealth—
and political power—in the ad-
rancial countries. Merab more 
radical means than have yet 
been proposed are required, I 
Inspect, to fulfill Kennedy's 
excellent end of the democratic 
revolution. 

On the domestic front, Me 
inure of thin generation is, of 
course, Civil Rights. 

The President responded with 
forthrightness and even passion 
in 1963, particularly after Bir-
mingham. Before that, he felt 
that his own slender mandate 
and the weakness of the Presi-
dential party in the Congress 
held him back. Schlesinger ap• 
proves this judgment; I do not. 
When Schlesinger says that 
Kennedy delayed signing the 
order against discrimination in 
housing because it might imperil 
setting op a Department of 
Urban Affairs with a Negro 
Secretary to head it, hold back 
the Trade Expansion Bill and 
discourage business from hous-
ing investments, the practical, 
political priorities Were wrong. 

And until 19153, it was not the 
bully pulpit in the White House, 
but the Negro in the streets, 
that educated the people in the 
fundamentals of brotherhood, 
But here, as In so many other 
ereae, histors.  denied John Ken-
nedy his rightful chance, and 
think that the Negro masses 
who still idolize him rightly 
intuited the direction in which 
he would have moved after his 
tardy butt bold beginning. 

On economic matters, Ken-
nedy moved brilliantly to estab-
lish a new consensus—and pri-
vately held, according.  to Salle. 
inger, it most fascinating nod 
advanced ',tuition. After the 
mismanagement of the economy 
during the late Eisenhower 
Fifties, Kennedy established A 
series of important new princi-
ple.: unbalanced budgets even 
in times of Imsinms prosperity 
if unemployment persisted at 
high rates: special training and 
retraining programs for left-
Outs and automation victim!: 
the recognition of the problem 
of poverty in America. to each 
ease, the basis of the Johns°. 
nian economic performance was 
laid in the Kennedy years. 

But, Mr. Schlesinger tells its 
the late President went well 
beyond tax-eut Keynesianism in 
his economic thinking. Hr Ite-
lieved (Continued on poor 12) 

CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE 
WAXING FOR EVERYBODY 
John G.Shea.Ninesous morey.sartng 
furniture Project., each with srep-by-
nap platen and planned aequenons that 
ciltill.r.c glees-work. 43g dhorrauons. 

$1.95 

THE DOLLHOUSE BOOR 
Erne)). 1 wiry Worrell. Working Plana 
and patterns for period dollhouses. fur-
niture. and ..6.10flea, from inespen. 

household matertais. Over 300 

FLOWERING BULBS FOR 
WINTER WINDOWS 
Easy &beanies for 
Fear Moodie of Color 
Marian C. Walker. How to force many 
kinds of bulbs foe nscloor color from 
December through March. Photo- 
graphs. 	 5495 

ABSTRACT AND NOT-SO-ABSTRACT 
FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 
Seery C. )(nigh:. Careful &Snit:one 
and directions far modern. contempo-
rary. Into form, free style, and abstract 
arrangements. 49 photographs, 7 in 
color. 	 55.95 

Nunn DOG BROW-NOW 
David Mlehael Duffey, The dog editor 
of 01OLiorx Life explains breed traits 
and training. 60 photographs. 	5595 

...and their ehildreh 
THE RIVER SPIRIT AND THE MOUNTAIN DEMONS 
Evelyn C. Se.-in. M authentic tale of an adsenturous tip op 
the Columbia River in Ill I. With original woodcuts. 

Ages 12 up. 53.50 

THE BIRD TALISMAN 
Henry Allen Wedgwood. "WrInen by the grandson of Josiah 
Wedgwood for his own children mom than 100 yors ago. 
In every mom a work of era this as • book to be treasured."— 
NiraMealf gran. Handsomely illatintot Ages 9 up. 53.2.5 

elt your bookstore 

Princeton, New Jersey 48540 

80001 WEEK Npreorber 25, 1995 

THE JOYFUL CHRISTMAS CRAFT BOOB 
Ncteryn Holley 5.'11.0, Colorful, imag. 
loathe design. turn the sinmkmt Mate-
rial. into gay Christmas dace anion 

05.91 

BOAT CARPENTRY 
Repairs • Altanatiase • Cemagrectlen 
Hervey Garnett Sre11*.The skill., Ma-
terials and tools—both hand and 
pw.m.—for wasting with wood and 
fiberglau Fully Illustraisd. 	$695 

 

r. 	• 

 

Parr 10 

 
  



............... 

The real 
George 
Washington — 
in an 

"excellent... 
admirable" 
new 
biography 
by the 
distinguished 
historian 
James Thomas Flexner 

"Probably the outataninag merit of this !nog-
raphy is its soccer, in resoaing Washington from 
the misleading Mini of his false legend tad from 
the deliberate distortions of the so-called 'de-
bunkers: The material for a full-length portrait 
of the fallible human being who (canted through 
his own =wakes and mastered ho owe failings 
was always there. It remained for Mr. Flexner 
to write a biography that dramatizes edeenvely 
the story of Washington's growth from an am-
bitious, rash and impetuously blundering young 
man into 'the gentlest of history's great umbels' 
and 'one of the noblest and greatest men who 
ever lived'. . 	book] is excellent, a superb 
combination of the two essential virtues of good 
biography: scrupulous scholaralsm and round, 
literary craftsmanship 	. Mr. Flexner's prose 
is lucid, simple and supple 	Washington 
is an admirable production.'-.0eviffe Prescott, 
N. Y. Timm 

GEORGE 
WASHINGTON 
The Werra eir 6gsrtsieree (1732.1774) 
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Still spellbound 
(Continued front page,  10) 
in John Kenneth Galbraith's 
thesis that government inter- 
vention should take the form of 
direct social investment in the 
public setter—housing, schools, 
hospitals, em.—and not confine 
itself to tax relief. But he did 
not think he could persuade 
Congress to so much good sense, 
and he held hack. Now that Mr. 
Johnson has corporation execs- 
rives committed to Kennedy's 
initial programs, one hopes that 
he will move on to implement 
his predecessor's more profound 

. insights in this area. 

Finally, it is in tun areas that 
Mr. Schlesinger stakes out the 
strongest claim for the great- 
isess of John F. Kromedy: world 

:peace and the late President's 
I impact upon American thinking. 
These two points are, I would 
suggest, quite related. 

To an extraordinary degree, 
Kennedy broke with the danger. 
ons banalities of the Cold War. 
Peace, he said at American 
University in I963, "does not 
require that each man love his 
neighbor—it requires only that 
they lire together in mutual tol- 
erance.' In the Moscow Treaty 
banning atomic tests. the late 
President actually led the 
American people and the world 
a tiny step back from the brink 
—a giant stride in the right 
direction. 

But then, the Cold ;N'ar 
rigidities were not simply a 
fact of international life. They 
were the basis of patriotic cele-
bration, of suspicion and Mc- 
Carthyite conspiracy theories 
within America. And, in part 
because he was seeking a de. 
beau. John F. Kermedy was able 
to Make criticism and candor 
about the national failings a 
part of the national life once 
more. (And one wonders, if 
the present escalation in Viet 
Nam continues, if that reawak-
ening of conscience and con-
seiousnms John Kennedy helped 
to initiate will not come to an 
end. t 

Virginia Woolf once said that 
those who die young arc always 
remembered. That is true--and 
not true—about the late l'resi-
dent. Youth was indeed mur-
dered in Dallas and there is. as 
Schlesinger evokes it, an almost 
unbearable poignance in think-
ing of what might have been 
had he completed what he be- 
gan. But there were deeds as 
well as promises in the -short 
political space of a thousand 
days. Ti I cannot agree with 
some of Schlesinger's interpre-
tations of them, I can share his 
main conclusion that thiassaa a- 
men who changed MI nation. 
He has written a truly-  political 
history—sophisticated. partisan, 
provocative es en when one dis- 
agrees with it—and one of the 
most important books about the 
Kennedy years that will mane 
from a contemporary of the 
late President 	 .4 
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illustrated memorial to 
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life and career, 
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and wisdom 
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Colarnao by the editors of Country Beautilul, this 
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private statement. The result ia a living  memorial 
to a great American who was, above all &great human 
being. 
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