
D
u

lln
ess M

ay B
e B

etter T
h

an
 D

ram
atizin

g, H
e S

ays 

R
u

sk
 R

ep
lies In

d
irectly to

 S
ch

lesin
g
er 

B
y John M

. G
oshko 

W
ash

in
gton

 P
ost S

taff W
riter 

S
ecretary

 o
f S

tate D
ean

 
R

u
sk

 rep
lied

 y
esterd

ay
 to

 a 
ch

arg
e th

at h
is co

n
d
u
ct o

f 
foreign policy is convention-
a
l a

n
d
 b

a
n

a
l b

y
 a

sse
rtin

g
 

th
at it's h

is d
u

ty
 to

 b
e d

u
ll. 

"It is th
e p

u
rp

o
se o

f th
e 

S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t to

 try
 to

 
bring about w

hat som
e peo-

p
le w

ill call a b
o

rin
g

 situ
a-

tio
n
, th

a
t is, a

 p
e
rio

d
 o

f 
peace," R

usk said in indirect 
rep

ly
 to

 a statem
en

t b
y

 fo
r-

m
er presidential adviser A

r-
th

u
r M

. S
ch

lesin
g
er Jr. th

at 
P

re
sid

e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 h

 a
 d

 
p

lan
n

ed
 to

 rep
lace R

u
sk

 as 
S

ecretary
 o

f S
tate. 

S
chlesinger's 	

assertion 
w

as p
u

b
lish

ed
 recen

tly
 in

 
L

ife m
ag

azin
e, w

h
ich

 ex
-

c
e
rp

te
d
 h

 i s 
forthcom

ing 
book on M

r. K
ennedy, "O

ne 
T

h
o
u
san

d
 D

ay
s." In

 it, th
e 

o
n
e-tim

e H
arv

ard
 h

isto
ry

  

p
ro

fesso
r rep

o
rts th

at K
en

-
n
ed

y, w
hile adm

iring m
any 

things about R
usk, had been 

d
isap

p
o
in

ted
 in

 R
u
sk

's in
-

ab
ility

 to
 sh

ak
e th

e S
tate 

D
ep

artm
en

t o
u

t o
f its o

ften
 

plodding w
ays. 

In the view
 of m

any, R
usk 

w
as fo

llo
w

in
g
 h

is o
w

n
 ad

-
v
ice ab

o
u
t b

ein
g
 d

u
ll y

es-
terd

ay
 w

h
en

 h
e ad

d
ressed

 
h
im

self to
 th

e S
ch

lesin
g
er 

report. A
t the very least, his 

com
m

ents cam
e as a distinct 

anticlim
ax. 

F
or the past w

eek, official 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
 h

ad
 h

u
m

m
ed

 
w

ith
 au

th
o
ritativ

e rep
o
rts 

th
at R

u
sk

 in
ten

d
ed

 to
 m

ak
e 

a public reply to S
chlesinger. 

A
nd at his new

s conference 
y

e
ste

rd
a
y
, th

e
 in

e
v

ita
b

le
 

first q
u

estio
n

 w
as fo

r h
is 

c
o

m
m

e
n

ts o
n

 th
e
 L

ife
 

article. 
In answ

er, R
ash @

rid: "I'm
 

not 
g
o
in

g
 to

 co
m

)m
en

t o
n
 

th
ese p

articu
lar rem

ark
s o

r  

sim
ilar rem

ark
s th

at m
ig

h
t 

b
e m

ad
e w

h
ile I am

 in
 p

u
b

-
lic office." 

H
e th

en
 w

en
t o

n
 to

 say
 

that his papers and his "ow
n 

im
p
ressio

n
s" o

f h
is p

erio
d
 

in office w
ill be given to the 

K
en

n
ed

y
 o

r Jo
h
n
so

n
 lib

rar-
ies to be m

ade public "w
hen 

th
e
 re

le
v
a
n
t p

re
sid

e
n
tia

l 
papers becom

e available." 
A

n
d

, in
 w

h
at ap

p
eared

 to
 

b
e a sw

ip
e at S

ch
lesin

g
er, 

h
e ad

d
ed

: "B
u

t m
y

 asso
ci-

ates in G
overnm

ent and m
y 

co
lleag

u
es ab

ro
ad

 can
 rest 

o
n
 th

e assu
ran

ce th
at w

h
en

 
th

ey
 d

eal w
ith

 m
e o

n
 th

e 
b
asis o

n
 co

n
fid

en
ce, th

at 
co

n
fid

en
ce w

ill b
e resp

ect-
ed." 

R
u

sk
 th

e
n

 w
a
s a

sk
e
d

 
ab

o
u
t attack

s o
n
 th

e effec-
tiv

en
ess o

f th
e S

tate D
e-

p
artm

en
t, as d

istin
g

u
ish

ed
 

from
 him

 personally. H
e an-

sw
ered

 w
ith

 a b
o
w

 to
 h

is 
su

b
o
rd

in
ates as "co

m
p
eten

t  

an
d

 d
ed

icated
 o

fficers w
h

o
 

h
av

e to
 g

rap
p

le ev
ery

 d
ay

 
w

ith
 th

e m
o
st co

m
p
lex

 an
d
 

d
ifficu

lt p
ro

b
lem

s th
at th

is 
N

atio
n

 h
as to

 face." 
T

hen, w
ithout actually say-

ing so, R
usk turned to S

chles-
inger's assertion that R

usk's 
m

in
d
 "fo

r all its stren
g
th

 
an

d
 clarity

 w
as irrev

o
cab

ly
 

conventional," that he "m
is-

tru
sted

 th
e flash

y
 o

r sen
sa-

tio
n
al" an

d
 th

at h
e seem

ed
 

m
ost com

fortable w
ith tedi-

u
m

 an
d
 b

an
ality

 in
 d

ip
lo

-
m

acy. 
"T

h
ere are tim

es," R
u
sk

 
contended, "w

hen som
e w

ish 
is to

 act w
ith

 m
o
re d

ram
a, 

b
u
t th

e
re

 a
re

 p
ro

b
le

m
s 

about dram
atizing issues, if 

d
ram

a g
ets in

 th
e w

ay
 o

f 
settlem

ent." 
H

e rem
in

d
ed

 th
e n

ew
s-

m
en

 p
ack

ed
 in

to
 th

e S
tate 

D
ep

artm
en

t  A
u

d
ito

riu
m

 
about an editor's adm

onition 
th

at "n
o
 b

lo
o
d
 m

ean
s n

o
  

nesin," adding: "I should not 
object if w

e got Internation-
a
l re

la
tio

n
s o

ff th
e
 fro

n
t 

page for a w
hile." 

F
in

ally
, R

u
sk

 clo
sed

 o
ff 

d
iscu

ssio
n
 w

ith
 a co

m
m

en
t 

th
at m

o
st sp

ectato
rs in

ter-
preted as a call for G

overn-
m

en
t o

fficials to
 p

ay
 atten

-
tio

n
 to

 th
e
ir jo

b
s ra

th
e
r 

th
a
n

 to
 th

e
 ru

m
o

rs a
n

d
 

g
o

ssip
 th

at are th
e stap

les 
of the cocktail circuit in the 
m

o
re fash

io
n

ab
le p

arts o
f 

tow
n. 

A
sk

ed
 if h

e w
as u

n
easy

 
am

idst the intrigue of W
ash-

ington, R
usk replied: 

"N
o

t a
t a

ll. I fe
e
l v

e
ry

 
c
o
m

fo
rta

b
le

 a
ro

u
n
d
 th

is 
tow

n because the part of the 
tow

n that I see is in connec-
tion w

ith m
y official duties, 

a
n

d
 n

o
t in

 so
m

e
 o

f th
e
 

suburbs." 
S

chlesinger later declined 
all com

m
ent. 


