THE SHOCK ap horror of
Presideny Kennedy's assasaing.
ton wevitubly overluld any calm
appreciation  of his  jite and
worke, and oven new the title
of this book, A Thousand Days,
renunds us that this young man
but fashed scross the human
scene like some flaming meteor
and was gone

In lus presentation of the man
and the events Mr Schlesinper
tells the tale tn g way which s
sthelar compelling and
authentic. He has thosen 10 gy »0
in chironelogical order from e
cumplex political manoeuvrings
which atcomipany the choice of
a presudential candidale o the
tlimax and drama of the final
day af violence and deatli That
Bo doubl bs right: it reveals, in
e accounl of {he incienls of
the *May of Py
meeting with Mr 4
Vienna, how Kennedy was
tesled  and  his  Presdential
meltle proved

Hut it is in the Luter chapters
=" In the White House,” ~
Bully Pulpit™ ang
Permsyivanis  Avenge ™ — that
e reader beging to fee] the
magic of the man and o ander-
stand e secret of his appeal to
millions. As page ufter Page un-
fultls  his Character, hls sym.
pathy with ordinery people and
their  preoccopation with  {he
problems of living decent digni-
fied fives becomes apparent

He not only expressed their
probbems m vivid and often
stark Isnguage, but be was ahle
16 make prople feel that he
would bring the prestige  and
authority of the Presidency and
he power of the United States
to their aid. The unetmployed,
the under-privileged, the Negro,

the hungry and all those who
- lived under the shadow of feur,
saw in Kennedy one who meunt
o do sumething about their
troubles
, Mr Schlesinger certainly goes

to the root of the matter when
he savs that “ personality * was
the most potent Instrument of
his Presidential authority, On
une otcasion Keobedy said: |
Suppose that il you had to
chuose  one quality o have,
i owould be “wvitality ' And
that is the Quality wiich perm-
ales these pages

The description of his Presi
dential term ay - instinet with
acton ™ g fully justified But
H he was jmpat . he was
also, as Mr Schiesinger records,
3 “superb ™ listener. 1 noticed
on many occasions his quite
imusual ability 10 stund back
from a probilem te get it in
focus.  The opmion of EVeTy.
une round a table would b ex-
Wacled by a series of slateato
fuestions. The poutions of his
own advisers would be mere;.
bessly  probed. Then, equipped
with all the faes and  urpn
meats, te ok Lme (o muke
ks decision, and when It cume
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it was his own, It was a process
which gave confidence tu friends
and allies.

Being of Irish extraction, he
had politics in his blood: but
he was nor by nature Purtisan
His tnstinet tald him that rarly
all e decisiony of & President
had 1o be made on bebalf of
Ihe nation or by reason  of
America’s power on behalf (4
mankind.  He treated them so,
and as & result he acuured,
much earlivr than most, the
slature of a statesman.

Mr  Schivsinger selects,  as
Keuneds's moat pPowgrful
Pon an the home Iront, te

"vision of the truly civilised
Cnmunity America gkt
becom His appesl was jor

" quality ¥ in American Hie, and
here e touched & churyd

His technigue jy entung his
Way s unusual H not ungueg,
Heé sensed an underiving  dis-
Comtent and sense of frustration
society, So be set out 1o muke

“afleas " Fashiunuble and jo sp
doing 10 release the  critical
facuity of (he Tiation Selr-

eriticism, us Mr Schlesinger puls
H, became not oaly legitimate
but patripye > Modernity * b
vame popular. The intellectuals
and the young were innpired tu
crusade,

Eurly in the Slory we see the
combination of the realisy and
the radical reformer at work:
i the appmntment, against
the adviee of his tlosest pulitea]
Rssoviates, of Lyndon Johnson,
the most competent amd sne-
cessful of practitioners m Cop-
kress, as Viee-Preswdent

In the euntroversia) selection
of s brother, Kubert, as Anor-
ney-General,  and after  the
bumiliating  confusion of the
Bay of Pigs, as tus trouhje

shooter, right-hang man, and
candid friend.
In his personal selection of

the ablest young men be conld
find from the universiges for
the White House stafl—a tnove
Which was not popular with the
Departments of Stale but which
Iroduced a situation in which
Kennedy ook delight, fur he
Way not averse to stimulation
by iriction |f that  brought
Fesults. He simply would mop
Eocept from the wual offieial
channels the traditional pos-
tures and answers
Fareign and defence policy
offer typical examples
“Each brlieves thut we haye ntily
two  cholees, Bppwasernenl  ar
WaT, switide  or  surrender,
humilstion ar b ust, to be
T red or dead
“Against the Left he urged the
s peniability of atrenyth,
BEainst the Raght gl LLTUENTIS TS
ability of negotiation =
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He was not sfrad 1 enliat
the advocate of trial by srength,
Drean ‘Actieson, and to si1 him
down’ &t the tabie with the
patient seekers far the middie

way,  Adlal  Stevemson  and
Averell Harriman; snd from that
clash ol temperamients and

Views Lo distil s policy which
Was new but Ametican
1 well rewember how, eon.
Vineed by Mr Harriman, he
revepsged * onal " Amer;-
“€Bf poliry in .if:",' “InT how
"~ sterile
argument he cut through the
afhcial blocksomtheroam=—rr 4
e 1 o e THe atmm=
spher e 10 TS Re Tistefied to
Mr Harala Mucmillan, was con-
vinted, and  arted Kenniedy
sensed thal the pure WHFine
G THE™Nerrpeet rovolu.
Beun - was 6l e declIflan)
ImneTe “THa =i o proemdi
ﬂm—mum,_pu;k,*, primme
AmerteI T tiefest  He ptaced
Am--rlr.'n‘f\"'lymwﬂny firmly on
the side of thase natiuns who
were urpently  secking  inde
rendence—although it musy be
Coitfessed that when it came fo

linh'aiuﬂum his enthusiasm
1

'Elfnﬂﬂl And un these
policies” he stamped lus  own

Tuark and changed the image of
his country in the vyes ‘of the
world

The Bay of Pigs was
by fire. The taje

baplism
|

1T Yol President
like a hammer. Ty ranilusion
15 Inescapable thay piven more
Fxprrience Kennedy would have
Velued the expedition, doomed
to fatlure from the start

Much interest iy My Schlesin-
vers tale )ies in the manner
of ity handling of this “pisode,
particularly m the light of suls
Al une stage in
rndiess  discussions, Mr
Setlesinger recordy Lhe Fress
dent s asking, *What i
brestige” ™ “Iy i the ahadow
or the substance of power? We
Are going to work om the sulb-
stance of power* Sopn he Wil
i face the test. He had not ¥t
Guite found his touch, or he
would not have expased himaelf
1o A meeting with Mr
Khrushchey a0 early in  his
careey,

1 doubst if historians will deat
0 kindly with 1 rpisode an
Mr Schilesinger does. | holds
that it educated Kenne ¥, but
M, as 1 suspect, it led some of
e Russian Jeaders to Hndet-
estumale the President of the
United States, a hnuavs nrice
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Neverthe-
less the Jessuns stood him i
ool stead when the crunch
with the Soviet Union came

was still 1o be paid

It seemed that this  had
arrived over Herlin  Mr
Macmillan was very close to the
President’s thoughts throughout
those anxious mongls hennedy
Was in o dilemma  He {elt that
Mr Khrushchey augnt interpret
3 Teluctanve by the Unpted
States to wage nuclear war as
a Joss of nerve.  Hut he hnew
o how easy 11 would be to
“drive the crisis bevond  the
puint of no return® With great
skill be blended » Judicious and
suflictent show of farce and »
publicly stated willingness 1o
nogotiate, Nothing be said was
unnegutiable excep “the
dignity of free  men™
Khrushehey  understood  this
language, he 17 the wall and
thut erisls 1 W
< Irb bt =URITT States the
Teal test was yet (o cume, in
grim and urgent form Mr
Khrushchev's decision to put
puclear  missiles  Anto  Cuba
represented the T aupreme
probe of Ameriean mten
tions ¥ Kenmedy imunsediately
Tecognised it fur wha! 3t was
He suid at once, “The United
States  mus| bring this to an
ond,” and pot ence Wereafler
did he waver Deéliberately he
thuse blockade rather than in
tervention, True to big charar:
1= he had piven bimsel and
bis antaponist Gme 1n which
sanity could prevail Ay
muent of supreme trial he
uniterstond the strength and dis
retions of power

Every puge of the narrative
.Teveals Kennedy as 5 man of
acule perveplion and big 1déas
Neither Castro in Cuby nor the
Communists 1n Russia were to
him the fundamentul problems,
but  the  conditions which
brought them ints being The
resull was the launching of such
campaigns as “ Food for Peace
and the * Peace Misston * which
4id x0 much o change the tradi-
tional picture of Americs in Asia
and in Africa His theme was the
“dignity * of mun and  the
“liberty ™ of mun, and that 18
why he threw  the Federal
Puwer on the side of Cil
Hights
and made this the first of his
domestic tusks That why he
kave the moral and economie
suppatt i full scale to those
countries who had pained their
independence.  Hiy symputhy
was universal

This book 1 * instant history *
and iney Iy suly
thnrﬂ‘f‘h I f
an@m T Rmolion. Mr
“SRtnger 1}‘%:1&? itan and
would  douhtjesy plead puilty
Bul  from an ktiew  pf
Kefinedy the POrtrail 1 true of
the Pressdent, the public ser-
vant, the husbung supparied at
all times by hig Lilenied wife,
the lr:rn-l——v.rmu:. and prave,
witty and gay. lnevitahly the
Teader will be hannteq by the
Bupht-have-beens, but g any
reckoning, h--nu-u_-.'. wis 3 life
of rare quality ung achievenient
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