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Schlesinger: C
linton a disappointm

ent 
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H

e p
red

icted
 a G

o
re v
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ry

; m
o
st o

f th
e stu

d
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ts said
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u
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ld

 w
in
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B
ut fam

ed historian 
says president w

ould 
w

in if he could run 
i r

e
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 President C
linton easily 

w
ould w

in re-election if he w
ere allow

ed to 
seek a third term

 but he w
ill go dow

n in 
history as a disappointing president. 

T
hat w

as one of the political insights 
renow

ned historian and form
er 

presidential adviser A
rthur M

. 
Schlesinger Jr. of N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity 

brought to C
entre C

ollege yester-
day. T

h
e P

u
litzer-P

rize w
in

n
er 

w
as a special assistant in John F. 

K
en

n
ed

y
's D

em
o
cratic W

h
ite 

H
ouse in the early 1960s called 

C
linton "an endearing rogue ... 

w
ho lacks self-discipline." 

H
e also predicted that D

em
oc-

ratic nom
inee A

l G
ore w

ill defeat 
R

epublican nom
inee G

eorge -W
. 

B
ush for the presidency in the 

N
ov. 7 election because the na-

tional econom
y is strong. 

"B
ut it w

ill be a very close 
election," he said. 

T
he greatest A

m
erican presidents w

ere.  
A

braham
 L

incoln, G
eorge W

ashington and 
F

ranklin D
elano R

oosevelt, S
chlesinger 

said. "I see no resem
blance of them

 w
ith 

.. G
ore or B

ush." 

S
chlesinger's visit to C

entre w
as part 

of the college's preparations for the O
ct. 5 

vice-presidential debate on the cam
pus. 

H
is free public lecture last night in the 

school's N
orton C

enter for the A
rts initiat-

ed the 0. L
eonard and the L

illian H
. P

ress 
D

istinguished S
peakers S

eries, a program
 

recently endow
ed at C

entre by a gift from
 

L
exington philanthropist L

ucille C
audill 

L
ittle. 

S
chlesinger said that this year's candi-

dates for president are ignoring several m
a-

jor issues, including the future of the U
.S

. 
Suprem

e C
ourt, foreign policy, the w

iden-
ing gap betw

een rich and poor and cam
-

paign-finance reform
. 

T
he historian noted that the 

U
nited States is only one of three 

dem
ocracies in the w

orld that 
does not provide free television 
tim

e to presidential candidates. 
H

is call for cam
paign-finance re-

fo
rm

 b
ro

u
g
h
t th

e lo
u
d
est ap

-
plause of the night 

"I w
ish

 M
itch

 M
cC

o
n
n
ell 

could hear that," he said, refer-
rin

g
 to

 K
en

tu
ck

y
's sen

io
r U

S
. 

senator w
ho has opposed lim

its 
on cam

paign contributions. 
E

a
rlie

r in
 th

e
 d

a
y
, 

S
ch

lesin
g
er, sp

o
rtin

g
 a b

rig
h
t 

purple bow
 tie w

ith his dark suit, 
led, an inform

al discussion w
ith 

' 	
about 200 K

entucky high school 
students from

 nearly a dozen schools: 
H

e seem
ed to enjoy the give-and-take 

w
ith the young people, often asking them

 
their opinions w

ith a show
 of hands. 

W
hen m

ost-of the students expressed 

their belief that B
ush w

ould be the next 
president, Schlesinger asked them

, "Is this 
because of tobacco?" 

O
ne student replied that K

entucky is 
giving m

ore attention to industrial hem
p 

and fish farm
ing as a replacem

ent for to-
bacco. 

W
ith a laugh, S

chlesinger said, "N
o 

one w
ants to replace tobacco by m

arijua-
na W

hat a great reform
 program

." 
T

he students appreciated S
chlesinger's 

intellect and blunt opinions. 

"I'm
 excited to be here, to see and hear 

som
ebody so im

portant in national poli-
tics," said M

indy Folsom
, a senior at Shel-

by C
ounty H

igh S
chool. "I'm

 not that ac-
tive in politics but I liked his view

s." 
A

dam
 M

arshall, a senior at F
rankfort 

H
igh S

chool, said he w
as im

pressed w
ith 

Schlesinger's intelligence. 
"H

e w
as a little bit conservative and a 

little bit liberal but he seem
ed honest and 

direct in expressing his opinions," the stu-
dent said. 

A
rth

u
r M

. 
S

ch
lesin

g
er 

Jr. w
as p

art 
o
f d

eb
ate 

p
rep

aratio
n
s 

a
t C

e
n
tre

 . 
C

ollege.  


