
M
 oscp  w

's M
an

 T
akes a . P

u
zzlin

g T
u

rn
 

 3
1
7
.

rI
B

y D
usko 

 

 D
oder 

W
ash

in
g

to
n

 P
o

st S
taff W

riter 

U
N

IT
E

D
 N

A
T

IO
N

S
—

A
rkady S

hev-
ch

en
k
o
 o

ften
 b

o
asted

 th
at h

e w
as 

the youngest S
oviet diplom

at ever to 
h
o
ld

 th
e ran

k
 o

f am
b
assad

o
r, th

at h
e 

w
as m

erely
 "p

ark
in

g
" at th

e U
n
ited

 
N

ations for the tim
e being and that he 

w
as g

o
in

g
 to

 g
et a to

p
 jo

b
. u

p
o

n
 h

is 
return hom

e. 
B

u
t w

h
e
n
 th

e
 K

re
m

lin
 fin

a
lly

 
called, S

hevchenko refused to go., 
"I still can't believe it," a U

.N
. offi-

cial said
 y

esterd
ay

 su
m

m
in

g
 u

p
 th

e 
b
afflem

en
t h

ere o
v
er th

e d
efectio

n
 

last w
eek

 o
f S

h
ev

ch
en

k
o
 w

h
o
 as an

 
U

.N
. U

n
d
er S

ecretary
 G

en
eral w

as 
M

oscow
's senior representative in the 

U
.N

. leadership. 
S

h
ev

ch
en

k
o
, m

o
st , d

ip
lo

m
ats say

, 
projected the im

age of a standard S
o- 

viet bureaucrat. "H
e w

as a doctrinaire 
hardliner," one E

uropean said. M
em

-
b
ers o

f h
is 9

0
-m

em
b
er staff d

escrib
e 

h
im

 as ex
ceed

in
g
ly

 am
b
itio

u
s, o

v
er- 

b
earin

g
 an

d
 q

u
ick

 to
 lo

se h
is tem

p
er. 

"W
h

en
ev

er S
h

ev
ch

en
o

k
o

 w
as late 

for a m
eeting," another diplom

at said, 
"w

e u
sed

 to
 say

 th
at w

e k
n
ew

 th
e 

reaso
n
: H

e h
ad

 to
 sto

p
 o

ff at th
e S

o
-

v
ie

t m
issio

n
 to

 g
e
t n

e
w

' in
stru

c
-

tions." 
S

h
ev

o
h

en
k

o
 u

sed
 to

 p
ro

claim
 h

e 
w

as "a g
o
o
d
 in

tern
atio

n
al civ

il serv
- 

ant," rem
arked an acquaintaince, add- 

in
g
 "T

h
at w

as really
 a jo

k
e," S

h
ev

-
chenko, all agree, w

as M
oscow

's m
an 

—
a channel frequently used by S

ecre-
tary

 G
en

eral K
u
rt W

ald
h
eim

 to
 p

ass 
u
rg

en
t co

m
m

u
n
icatio

n
s to

 th
e S

o
v
iet 

governm
ent. 	

•
- 

B
u
t ev

en
 th

o
u
g
h
 S

h
ev

ch
en

k
o
 h

ad
 

b
een

 asso
ciated

 w
ith

 th
e U

n
ited

 N
a-

tio
n
s fo

r 1
2
 y

ears h
e clearly

 rem
ain

-
ed

 an
 elu

siv
e an

d
 so

m
ew

h
at en

ig
m

a
-

tic fig
u
re. 

"H
e w

as th
e last m

an
 I'd

 ex
p
ect to

 
d
o
 so

m
eth

in
g
 Iik

e th
is"'an

 E
ast E

u
-

ropean diplom
at said. 

H
is d

e
c
isio

n
 to

 d
e
fe

c
t fro

m
 h

is 
co

u
n
try

 seem
ed

 in
ex

p
licab

le ag
ain

st 
th

e b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
 o

f h
is p

riv
ate an

d
 

p
u
b
lic actio

n
s an

d
 p

ro
n
o
u
n
cem

en
ts, 

according to those w
ho knew

 him
. 

It is this sharp discrepancy that has 

SE
C

R
E

T
A

R
Y

 G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 W

A
L

D
H

E
IM

 

... rem
arks create confusion 

p
o
sed

 n
u
m

ero
u
s q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t h

is 
m

otives. 
"H

e w
as a doctrinaire hardliner," a 

E
u
ro

p
ean

 d
ip

lo
m

at said
. "O

n
ce h

e' 
th

reaten
ed

 th
at if I d

id
n

't tak
e a cer-

tain
 lin

e, h
as sectio

n
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t co

-
o
p
erate w

ith
 m

y
 m

issio
n
. A

n
d
 th

en
 

ag
ain

 h
e u

sed
 to

 jo
k
e th

at h
e w

o
rk

ed
 

for the S
oviet governm

ent but w
as ac-

tu
ally

 a g
o
o
d
 in

tern
atio

n
al serv

an
t. 

T
hat really w

as a joke." 
M

o
st d

ip
lo

m
ats su

g
g
est th

at S
h
ev

-
chenko projected the im

age or a regu-
lar S

oviet bureaucrat. T
here are som

e 
W

ho recall that occasionally he poked 
fu

n
 in

 p
riv

ate at so
m

e p
o
licies o

f 
his governm

ent. Y
et, they say, nothing 

in his behavior ever suggested he had 
deep doubts about• the S

oviet system
 

that w
ould lead him

 to defect. 
S

h
ev

ch
en

k
o
's jo

b
 as u

n
d
er secre-

tary in charge of political and security  affairs has been held by a R
ussian un-

der the U
.N

. quota system
. "T

hese are 
political appointm

ents," one of his col: 
leagues said. "It is practically im

possi-
b
le to

 serv
e in

 su
ch

 p
o
sitio

n
 w

ith
o
u
t 

your governm
ent's approval." 

C
o
m

m
u
n
ist d

ip
lo

m
ats h

av
e su

g
-

g
ested

 th
at S

h
ev

ch
en

k
o

 h
ad

 m
arital 

p
ro

b
lem

s—
h
is w

ife h
as retu

rn
ed

 to
 

M
oscow

—
and that he • w

as drinking 
heavily. 

H
is-personal assistant at the U

nited 
N

ations, V
yacheslav K

uzm
in, has been 

telling people here "I hope the A
m

eri-
cans understand that S

hevchenko is a 
sick m

an. T
hey m

ust send him
 back to 

M
o
sco

w
 so

 h
e can

 g
et th

e m
ed

ical 
care he needs." 

S
u
ch

 statem
en

ts are d
ism

issed
 b

y
 

m
o
st d

ip
lo

m
ats, h

o
w

ev
er. It seem

s 
q
u
ite clear to

 th
o
se w

h
o
 k

n
ew

 h
im

 
that S

hevchenko had carefully consid-
ered his m

oves and prepared them
 in 

advance. 
O

ne indication is his selection of a 
N

ew
 Y

ork law
yer —

"a very un-R
ussian 

m
ove" as one diplom

at put it. 
S

hevchenko chose E
rnest G

ross, a 
respected attorney w

ith extensive ex-
perience in U

.N
. m

atters that included 
a stin

t as a m
em

b
er o

f th
e U

.S
. d

ele-
g
atio

n
 to

 th
e U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
 d

in
in

g
 

th
e T

ru
m

an
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
. G

ro
ss 

also
 serv

ed
 as assistan

t secretary
 o

f 
state and has handled legal, affairs for 
the U

nited N
ations over the past tw

o 
decades. 

It w
as at G

ross' office that S
hevch-

enko m
et w

ith tw
o senior S

oviet diplo-
m

ats S
unday night to tell them

 about 
his intention not to return to M

oscow
. 

S
ubsequently the S

oviets charged that 
h
e is b

ein
g
 h

eld
 "u

n
d
er d

u
ress" b

y
 

U
.S

. intelligence services. 
In

 m
an

y
 w

ay
s th

e p
ro

b
lem

s o
f th

e 
4
7
-y

ear-o
ld

 U
k
ran

ian
 lie in

 h
is b

ril-
lian

t career. It p
ro

ceed
ed

 sm
o
o
th

ly
 

ev
er sin

ce lie jo
in

ed
 th

e S
o
v
iet F

o
r-

eign M
inistry in 1956, tw

o years after 
g
ettin

g
 a P

h
.D

. fro
m

 th
e S

tate In
sti-

tu
te o

n
 In

tern
atio

n
al R

elatio
n
s in

 
M

oscow
. 

S
h
ev

ch
en

k
o
 ro

se q
u
ick

ly
 in

 th
e 

ranks, becam
e a disarm

am
ent special- 

ist, p
u

b
lish

ed
 tw

o
 b

o
o

k
s an

d
 n

u
m

er-
ous articles on the subject and eventu-
ally becam

e a leading spokesm
an on 

disarm
am

ent m
atters both here and in 

G
eneva. 
A

t age 40 he becam
e am

bassador-at-
large and a special assistant to F

oreign 
M

in
ister A

n
d
rei G

ro
m

y
k
o
. H

e w
as 

sen
t h

ere in
 1

9
7
3
 to

 fill th
e h

ig
h
est 

U
.N

. post alloted to the R
ussians and 

h
e w

as th
e m

an
, as o

n
e ran

k
in

g
 U

.N
. 

o
fficial p

u
t it, "w

h
o
 k

n
ew

 th
e S

o
v
iet 

positions on all key M
atters." 

A
 m

an intim
ately fam

iliar w
ith S

o-
v
iet p

o
licy

 co
u
ld

 n
o
t sim

p
ly

 stay
 

abroad w
ithout being regarded by the 

S
o
v
iets as a traito

r. A
n
d
 y

et, acco
rd

-
ing to his law

yer, S
hevchenko w

ould 
lik

e to
 d

o
 ju

st th
at w

ith
o

u
t seek

in
g

 
political assylum

 in the U
nited S

tates. 
"T

h
is is lik

e try
in

g
 to

 sq
u

are th
e 

circle," one diplom
at said. 

W
aldheim

 C
alls Shevchenko 

A
 U

.S
.-S

oviet P
roblem

 
B

y a W
ashington P

ost S
taff W

riter 

U
N

IT
E

D
 N

A
T

IO
N

S
—

U
.N

. S
ecre-

tary G
eneral K

urt W
aldheim

 said yes-
terday in V

ienna that A
rkady S

hevch-
enko w

ould quit his post as U
.N

. un-
dersecretary general, thus m

aking his 
d
efectio

n
 fro

m
 th

e S
o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 "a 

m
atter b

etw
een

 th
e S

o
v
iet g

o
v
ern

-
m

en
t an

d
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates au
th

o
ri-

ties." 
W

aldheim
's rem

arks created earth'. 
sio

n
 h

ere sin
ce S

h
ev

ch
en

k
o
 h

as em
-

p
h
atically

 asserted
 th

ro
u
g
h
 h

is N
ew

 
Y

ork law
yer M

onday that he w
as not 

q
u
ittin

g
 h

is jo
b
 an

d
 th

at h
e "still re-

gards him
self as under secretary gen-

eral." 
D

ip
lo

m
a
ts h

e
re

 su
g
g
e
ste

d
 th

a
t 

W
ald

h
eim

 w
as m

ak
in

g
 clear h

is in
-

ten
tio

n
 to

 g
et rid

 o
f th

e m
atter as a 

U
.N

. p
u
b
lic an

d
 tu

rn
 it, o

v
er to

 th
e 

U
n

ited
 S

tates. 
W

ald
h
eim

 said
 th

at "S
h
ev

ch
en

k
o
 

h
as in

fo
rm

ed
 m

e th
at h

e in
ten

d
s to

 
q
u
it th

e serv
ice in

 th
e U

.N
. secretar-

iat. H
e w

ill th
erefo

re n
o
 lo

n
g
er b

e a 
m

em
ber of the U

.N
. staff and his case 

w
ill th

u
s b

eco
m

e a m
atter b

etw
een

 
th

e S
o
v
iet g

o
v
ern

m
en

t an
d
 U

n
ited

 
S

tates authorities." 


