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UNITED NATIONS—Arkady Shev-
chenko often boasted that he was
the youngest Soviet diplomat ever to
hold the rank of ambassador, that he
was merely “parking” at the United
Nations for the time being and that he
was going to get a top job_upon his
return home.

But when the Kremlin HE.&H«-
called, Shevchenko refused to go..

“I still can't believe it,” a U.N. offi-
cial said yesterday summing up the
bafflement here over the -defection

last week of Shevchenko who as an
U.N. Under Secretary General was

Moscow’s senior representative in the

U.N. leadership.

Shevchenko, most , m.EonS say,
E.Emn_“mn the image of a standard So-
viet bureaucrat. “He was a doctrinaire
hardliner,” one European said. Mem-
bers of his 90-member staff describe
him as exceedingly ambitious, over-
bearing and quick to lose his temper.

“Whenever Shevchenoko was late
for a meeting;”’ another diplomat said,
“we used to say that we knew the
reason: He had to stop off at the So-
viet mission to get new Em_u.su.
tions.”

Shevchenko used to E.o&m:: wm
was “a good international civil serv-

ant,” remarked an acquaintaince, add-
ing “That was really a joke,” .Shev- .
chenko, all agree, was Moscow's man .

—a channel frequently used by Secre-
tary General Kurt Waldheim to pass
urgent communications to the mo&mﬂ
government. .

But even though msmqnams_s had

been associated with the United Na- -

tions for 12 years he clearly remain-

ed an elusive and somewhat enigma-

tic figure.

“He was the last man I'd: mwamaﬁ to
do something like this” an East Eu-
ropean. diplomat said.

His decision to - defect muaB his

country seemed inexplicable against:

the background of his private and
public actions and pronouncements,
according to those who knew him.

It is this sharp discrepancy that has
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uommn nunierous nsmmg:m about his
motives. .

“He was a doctrinaire hardliner,” a
European diplomat said.
threatened that if I didn't take a cer-
tain line, has section would not co-
operate with my mission. And then
again he used to joke that he worked
for the Soviet government but was ae-
tually a good.international servant.
That really.was a joke” '

Most diplomats mnmmmmn that m:mq.
chenko projected the image of a regu-

lar Soviet bureaucrat. There are some .

who recall that occasionally he poked
fun in private at some policies of
his government. Yet, they say, nothing
in his behavior ever suggested he had
deep doubts about the Soviet system
that would lead him to defect.

Shevchenko’s job as under -secre-

tary in charge of political and security .

gation to the United

“Once he’

affairs _umm been held v% a Russian un-

“der the U.N. quota system. “These are -
‘political appointments, * one of his col-
. leagues said. “It is practically impossi-

. ble to serve in such position without
. your government's approval.”

‘Communist diplomats have - sug-
gested that Shevchenko had marital

_ uucEmEm.lEm wife has. returned to
Moscow—and. that" he. was nzu_a:m .
_ heavily, g

Em.@m_.mou_mm assistant ..z.. the d::hmm
Nations, Vyacheslav Kuzmin, has been
telling people here “I hope the Ameri-
cans understand that Shevchenko is a
sick man. They must send him back to
Moscow so he can mm_“ sﬁ medical
care he ummnm... )

Such statements are’ dismissed - by
most diplomats, however. It seems

quite clear to those who knew him
that Shevchenko had carefully consid-

" ered his moves and Emumnmm them in

advance.

-One indication is his ‘selection of a

New York lawyer—‘“a very un-Russian
move” as one diplomat put it.
- Shevchenko chose Ernest. Qn.cmm. a
respected attorney with extensive ex-
perience in U.N. matters that included
a stint as a member of the U.S. dele-
Nation during
the Truman administration. Gross
also served as assistant secretary of
state and has handled legal, affairs for
the United Nations over the H.,mmﬂ iwo
decades.

It was at Gross’ office that msmqow.
enko met with two senior Soviet diplo-
mats Sunday night to tell them about
his intention not to return to Moscow.
Subsequently the Soviets charged that
he is being held “under duress” by
U.S. intelligence services.

. In many ways the E.oEmEm of the
4%7.year-old Ukranian lie in his bril-
liant career. 'It proceeded smoothly
ever since he joined the Soviet For-
eign Ministry in 1956, two years after

getting a Ph.D. from the State Insti-.
_tute on International

Relations in
Moscow.

Shevchenko - rose nEcEw in the.
ranks; became-a disarmament special-

Takes a Puzzling Turn

ist, published two books and numer-
ous articles.on the subject and eventu-
ally became a -leading spokesman on
disarmament matters both here and in
Geneva.

At age 40 he hecame ambassador-at-

- large and a special assistant to Foreign

Minister Andrei Gromyko. He was

- sent here in 1973 to fill the highest

U.N. post alloted to the Russians and

he was the man, as one ranking U.N.

official put it, “who knew the Soviet
positions on all key matters.”.

A man intimately familiar with So-

‘viet policy could not simply stay

abroad without being regarded by the
Soviets as a traitor. And yet, accord-
ing to his lawyer, Shevchenko would
like to do just that without seeking

political assylum in the United States.

_“This is like trying to square the
8?._9._ one &Ec.:uwn said.

W aldheim Calls Shevchenko
A U.S.-Soviet Problem

BY a Washington Post Staff Writer

UNITED NATIONS—U.N, Secre-
tary General Kurt Waldheim said yes-
terday in Vienna that Arkady Shevch-
enko would quit his post as U.N. un-
dersécretary general, thus making his
defection from the Soviet Union “a
matter between the Soviet govern-
ment and the United States authori-
ties.”

Waldheim’s remarks E.mmnm.m confu.
sion here since Shevchenko has em-
phatically asserted through his New
York lawyer Monday that he was not
quitting his job and that he “still re-
gards himself as under secretary gen
eral.” : ;

Diplomats here suggested that
Waldheim was making clear his in-
tention to get rid of the matter as a
U.N. public and turn it over to the
United States. .

Waldheim said that “Shevchenko

_has informed me that he intends to

quit the service in the U.N. secretar-
jat. He will therefore no longer be a
member of the U.N, staff and his case
will thus become a matter between
the Soviet government and United
States authorities.”



