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" Arkady Shevchenko, the high rank- .-

-ing Soviet official at the United Na-
tions who recently defected from his
¢ountry, is seeking political asylum in
the United States, if was disclosed
here yesterday. i3 ;
The 47-year-old career diplomat con-

. tacted State Department and Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service of- -

ficials through his New York lawyer

gal steps to establish residence in the
United States.”™ . :
“You can safely assume
‘welcome to stay,”- State Department
spokesman Tom Reston said last night
n " response  to questions- whether
‘Shevchenko’s request ' would be
granted. !

. {ibhally reluctant to discuss the case,
which involves the “highest  ranking
&5viet official ever to defect to the

ast. Privately, they said- the Shen-
ehenko would be granted asylum gr-

i

fespective of his decision whether or
gificials. ; - :
~Shevchenko, in ‘a carefully worded
§tatment issued yesterday, said his de-
alsion to remain in the United States

was prompted by “serious differences -
m" a .- - L

that he is -

wU.S. officials, howéver, ‘were excep-

‘pot to cooperate with U.S. intelligence:

o

. of political f:hilo_soﬁhy and eonﬁcﬁén

“with the present Soviet system.”
It “was issued shortly after the
United ., Nations - announced. that

Shevchenko Had quit his $76,000-a-year
job as U.N, undersecretary general for .

political and security affairs, effective
yesterday. - : :

" Shevéhenko will receive more than |
$76,000 in severance 'pay under an

agreement he reached with U.N. Sec-

" retary General Kurt Waldheim durin
before he announced yesterday that - ] ary (el g

he intended to take “the necessary le-

‘their hour-long - private meeting Tues-
day night. b e

. .'By terminating his association with

the United Nations, Shevchenko auto-
matically lost the diplomatic status
under which he was allowed to reside

_in the ‘United States. His lawyer, Er-
* nest Gross,

said in a telephone inter-

view that Shevchenko was now seek-

ing to obtain “alien resident status.”
Several categories under which this

could be done include a special ruling .

by the Justice Department, political
asylum, and granting of a status un-
der which stateless persons- are per-
mitted to live in the United States.
The rationale in all these categories is
that the applicant, if he were to be re-
turned to his native country, would
face persecution for his political views
and actions. : ] Co

"+ Shevchenko’s stét_t,'ément about his |

" Union.”, . : el
. ‘Shevchenko, who spent 12 of the .
past 15 years- at the United Nations, =

“serious ‘differences” with the Soviet
* igystem, as well as his defection itself,

were believed to- provide sufficient .
grounds for favorable U.S. response to :
hi§ asylum request. .. 2 ca

In his statement, Shevehenko also
made it clear that he wanted to avoid -

- public discussion of his politieal views
“wat this time” because that “wouldnot

be helpful to Soviet-United States rel-
ations or to my family in the Soviet

has earned 2 reputation as an arms.

control specialist. He was the young-
est Soviets diplomat to -achieve ‘the,”

" rank of ambassador when he became

" Soviet U.N. Diplomat Seeking

¢ Sites _‘Ser-io;usi Po]__ij:_icél- Differences WlthMoscow, State

special adviser to Foreign Minister.

.. Andrei Gromyko in 1971, :

Sinee 1073 he had held the highest

: post allowed to the Soviet Union un-




Asylum in U S.

Department Says ‘He Is Welcome

" der the UN. system and one of his lat- '
est official photog‘raphs distributed by

next to Sovlet President. Leonid
' Brezhnev during - Brezhnev's, talks
w1th Waldheim last fall. ’

 Shevchenko's wife flew home to ¥
Moscow on April 9, one day before it
was disclosed that he had refused. to *
return home. The Shevchenkos have a.
teenage daughter and a d.lpIDmat son, 3

both in Moscow.

The Soviet Union has charged ‘that
Shevchenko was being held  “under -

‘duress” by U.S. agents,. but Shev-
‘chenko met twice with senior Soviet
diplomats in his lawyer’s office to

" confirm that he was act:!ng o:l:' his -

“own free willl,

_principal subjects of discussion dur-
ing those two meetmgs was Shevchen-

ko's effort to gain “eg rtam assurances

. from the Soviet govermnent regard-
the United Nations shows him sitting

ing his family” in Mogcow. Shev-

‘chenko also too steps to transfer the:
“. title to his cooperative apartment in
Moscow and his country dacha to his
family and sought assurances that he

would be allowed to send money to

~his wife. . ’

“These discussions arestill under'
- way,” Gross said. . :
Since’ his defectmn there were re-'
ports that Shevchenko had been in

touch with CIA and FBI agents for

- several years. These reports have not
" been officially confirmed.

U.S. officials here said yesterday

 that Shevchenko had been in_touch
- 'with FBI officials recently, but these
Gross said yesterday that one of the

contacts: were made ‘in connection

with his efforts to gain permanent_.l‘

residence in the United States.
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