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B
y R

obert C
rom

ie 

W
hen 

M
cC

all's 
m

ag
azin

e p
aid

 $
5

0
,0

0
0

 fo
r A

llen
 

D
rury's new

 novel, sight unseen, then refused to use it 
(p

erm
ittin

g
 th

e au
th

o
r to

 retain
 th

e lo
o
t, as I u

n
d
er. 

stan
d

 it), th
e b

u
y

er's ex
p

lan
atio

n
 w

as th
at (a) actu

al 
circum

stances had m
ade the story im

plausible and (b) 
the book w

as too long to run uncut and im
possible to cut. 

D
ru

ry
 p

ro
m

p
tly

 ch
arg

ed
 th

at M
cC

all's w
as refusing 

to let his story be heard, but failed to explain w
hy they 

co
u
ld

n
't h

av
e acco

m
p
lish

ed
 th

e sam
e th

in
g
 b

y
 sim

p
ly

 
n

o
t b

u
y

in
g

 it. H
e also

 seem
in

g
ly

 failed
 to

 realize th
at 

th
e p

u
b
licity

 atten
d
an

t u
p
o
n
 to

ssin
g
 $

5
0
,0

0
0
 o

u
t th

e 
w

indow
 m

ust have created a trem
endous audience eager 

to
 read

 P
reserve and P

rotect and decide for them
selves 

w
h
at th

e fu
ss w

as all ab
o
u

t. 
A

s o
n
e o

f th
at au

d
ien

ce it is a d
isap

p
o
in

tm
en

t to
 

rep
o

rt th
at fo

r th
is n

o
v

el, at least, D
ru

ry
 h

as lo
st th

e 
h
o
p
 o

n
 h

is fast b
all. H

e sim
p
ly

 isn
't th

e w
o
rk

m
an

 an
d
 

storyteller he w
as in A

dvise and C
onsent or A

 Shade of 
D

ifference or C
apable of H

onor. T
he characters, m

any 
o
f w

h
o
m

 h
av

e in
h
ab

ited
 all fo

u
r b

o
o
k
s, h

av
e lo

st d
i-

m
ension and taken on a cutout appearance, w

ith a few
 

notable exceptions such as the highly appealing W
illiam

 
A

bbott, S
peaker of the H

ouse, w
ho becom

es P
resident in 

th
e first few

 p
ag

es o
f th

e sto
ry

 after A
ir F

o
rce O

n
e 

crashes and kills P
resident H

arley H
udson, w

ho has just 
been renom

inated after a convention so storm
y and ugly 

th
at it recalls th

e R
ep

u
b
lican

 co
n
v
en

tio
n
 th

at n
am

ed
 

G
oldw

ater. 
It is q

u
ick

ly
 learn

ed
 th

at am
o

n
g

 th
o

se in
 th

e w
el-

com
ing throng killed by the w

reckage of A
ir F

orce O
ne 

w
as "so

m
eo

n
e" w

ith
 a g

u
n
; an

d
 th

at tw
o
 m

em
b
ers o

f 
th

e g
ro

u
n
d
 crew

 "w
ere in

 so
m

e so
rt o

f C
o
m

m
u
n
ist 

o
p

eratio
n

 w
ith

 h
ead

q
u

arters in
 A

n
n

ap
o

lis," an
d

 th
at 

R
o
b
ert C

ro
m

ie is b
o
o
k ed

ito
r o

f th
e C

hicago T
ribune. 

am
o
n
g
 crew

 m
em

b
ers ab

o
ard

 w
as an

 A
rm

y
 m

ess b
o
y
 

w
h

o
 h

ad
 "a b

lan
k

-faced
 little w

ife h
e m

arried
 in

 A
l-

b
an

ia." 
T

he rem
ainder of the novel, follow

ing the crash, has 
a d

o
u
b
le aim

: to
 d

escrib
e th

e ren
ew

ed
 fig

h
t b

etw
een

 
su

p
p
o
rters o

f O
rrin

 K
n
o
x
, th

e V
ice-P

resid
en

tial n
o
m

-
in

ee, an
d
 G

o
v
ern

o
r T

ed
 Jaso

n
 o

f C
alifo

rn
ia, a m

is-
guided liberal m

illionaire, for the vacated P
residential 

spot. Jason, it should be added, has accepted the support 
o
f th

ree o
rg

an
izatio

n
s so

 d
isp

arate 
as 

to
 m

ak
e h

is 
action unbelievable. O

ne, to the far left, is headed by a 
p
sy

ch
o
tic U

n
ited

 S
tates sen

ato
r. O

n
e, to

 th
e far rig

h
t, 

is th
e in

stru
m

en
t o

f an
 o

b
v

io
u

s fascist. T
h

e o
th

er is " 
d
irected

 b
y
 a racist b

lack
 lead

er to
 w

h
o
m

 v
io

len
ce is 

the answ
er to everything. 

It is only fair to say that D
rury had the m

aterials for 
an engrossing novel. F

rom
 his view

point, I'm
 sure, the 

frequent interpolation of protests against the rising tide 
o

f v
io

len
ce in

 th
e co

u
n

try
 p

ro
tests w

h
ich

 su
rely

 are 
ju

stifiab
le an

d
 sh

o
u
ld

 b
e m

ad
e —

 an
d
 attack

s o
n
 th

e 
"lib

eral" p
ress an

d
 "lib

eral" co
lu

m
n
ists, b

elo
n
g
 in

 th
e 

sto
ry

. F
ro

m
 th

e v
iew

p
o
in

t o
f th

is read
er, at least, th

ey
 

w
ere so

 lab
o
red

 an
d
 in

tru
siv

e th
at th

ey
 d

id
 little m

o
re 

than slow
 dow

n the action. 
C

ertain
ly

 D
ru

ry
 is en

titled
 to

 ex
p
ress h

is o
b
v
io

u
sly

 
sincere beliefs. B

ut the m
essage w

ould have com
e across 

m
o

re clearly
 an

d
 fo

rcefu
lly

 if h
e h

ad
 u

n
d

erstated
 it in

 
P

reserve a
n

d
 P

ro
tect 

a
n

d
 th

e
n

 g
o

n
e
 o

n
 to

 w
rite

 a
 

second non-fiction w
ork, or a long essay, w

arning of his 
co

n
v
ictio

n
 th

at th
ere is an

 in
tern

atio
n
al p

lo
t to

 o
v
er-

throw
 the U

nited S
tates, a plot in w

hich he feels m
any 

of its citizens are involved directly and others unw
itting-

ly; and that tim
e grow

s short. 
D

ru
ry

 is an
g
ry

 w
ith

 a v
ariety

 o
f p

erso
n
s, in

clu
d
in

g
 

the P
ope, w

hom
 he describes as 

a slick old politician w
ho had recently oozed into 

P
eter's throne and had im

m
ediately begun to dab-

ble in everything under the sun as busily as A
lex-

ander B
orgia ever did, had been first crack out of 

th
e b

o
x
 o

n
 th

e d
ay

 after H
arley

's fu
n
eral w

ith
 a 

sp
eech

 to
 a m

am
m

o
th

 p
eace d

em
o
n
stratio

n
 in

 S
t. 

P
eter's S

quare . . . his exhortations, of course, had 
been addressed to the U

nited S
tates, apparently the 

o
n
ly

 p
o
w

er o
n
 earth

 th
at w

as ev
er g

u
ilty

 o
f an

y
-

th
in

g
. 

A
gain, speaking of a conspiracy in w

hich the R
ussian 

ag
ricu

ltu
ral attach

e in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 h

as a h
an

d
, D

ru
ry

 
ad

d
s: 

T
h
ere w

as alw
ay

s so
m

eth
in

g
 fain

tly
 lau

g
h
ab

le to
 

m
ost A

m
ericans about that sort of deep, dark con-

spiracy: their education, their press, their churches 
and their literature had conditioned them

 to laugh 
at it, an

d
 th

ey
 d

id
. It d

id
 n

o
t o

ccu
r to

 th
em

 to
 

reaso
n
 w

h
y
 th

ey
 h

ad
 b

een
 co

n
d
itio

n
ed

 to
 lau

g
h
: 

they just did, autom
atically, spontaneously, obedi-

ently. It sim
plified m

atters greatly . . . 

A
nd a final exam

ple, supposedly the thoughts of B
ob 

L
effin

g
w

ell, w
h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 lik
e to

 b
eco

m
e S

ecretary
 o

f 
S

tate: 

. . . H
ow

 horribly far dow
n the road to destruction 

has intolerant idealism
 taken m

ankind: especially 
in the hands of those for w

hom
 idealism

 has been 
only a tool w

ith w
hich to m

anipulate the naive for 
the purposes of C

om
m

unist im
perialism

, harshest 
and m

ost oppressive of them
 all. 

T
hat's a sm

all excerpt from
 a page or so of his sim

ilar 
m

usings. 
T

h
ere are m

in
o
r irritatio

n
s, to

o
. F

o
r in

stan
ce, it is 

d
ifficu

lt to
 b

eliev
e th

at th
e P

resid
en

t's w
id

o
w

 w
o
u
ld

 
atten

d
 a lu

n
ch

eo
n

 less th
an

 ten
 d

ay
s after th

e trag
ed

y
. 

It is ev
en

 m
o
re d

ifficu
lt to

 im
ag

in
e a television corn-

m
entator nam

ed F
rankly U

nctuous. 
P

o
rtio

n
s o

f th
e b

o
o
k
, it m

u
st b

e said
, m

o
v
e q

u
ick

ly
 

an
d
 w

ell, an
d
 o

ccasio
n
ally

 th
ere is so

m
e o

f th
e ex

cite. 
m

en
t w

h
ich

 th
e earlier D

ru
ry

 n
o

v
els o

ffered
 to

 a far 
g

reater d
eg

ree. B
u

t if a sm
o

o
th

-ru
n

n
in

g
 sto

ry
 m

ay
 b

e 
co

m
p
ared

 to
 a sm

o
o
th

-ru
n
n
in

g
 m

o
to

r, th
en

 
P

reserve 
and P

rotect needs its points adjusted. 
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