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Statement of Witnesses ~ Inspector J.“Hérbert SAWYER, April§i96h
Deposition to Belin 6 H 315.25

If there were nothing else sbout the Warren Cormission and its

N

work to make an investigator suspicious (and unfortunately, there is
almﬁst nothing that does not make'an investigator suspicious), the
.deposition of Inspector Sawjer'woula_make him worry about both the Cpm.
mission and its staff and the police. ‘The nature of the questions
asked, more important, the nafmne: ot i questions not asked, the
nature of.thé answers, and the‘nature of the hissing answers, all of
 these things are so flagrantly ineompetgnt and incomplete as to clearly.
infer collusion between the Commissioﬁ‘s_staff and the police.
Collaterally, in this deposition it becomes clear thab.bhe so.

called complete 103 of all fadio transmissions by all police agencies
in Dellas (17 E 363-49); Exhbit 705, dated March 23, 1963) isi anything
‘but complete. During Sawyer's deposition, two'exhibits were ﬁentioned'
numbered A and B, and they aﬁpear in 21 H 388-400, .This one is signed
by Sgt. G. D, Henslee, andloﬁ_December 23, 1963, was addressed to Chief ‘
Curry., _ .\. - ’ - '
IhVol. XXTIT; Exhibit 19?&, pp.832-9L0, accombahied by an FBI
Hemoranduny Sabed August 11, 196l (it may eventually become necesaary

to do a compafison-ané anaiysis of all éhree of ﬁzesé{. I have sum-
marized the first one.)

Sawyer lacked a half year of completing highschool, He is a 23-

_jear veteran of the Dallas police force, whose previous service after
business schooilwaé as credit manager in a jewelry store and as "a door
man at the Mural of the Baker Hotel,

- He was on Main Streeﬁ_where he "had charge of §f the crowd detail"

from "Akard to Harwood." Asked what he did after the moborcade passed,
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he said thet he didn't get into the car immediately "because the crowd

'was real thick and completely surrounded the car, but I did as scon as

it was feasible to get back in the car." Note here there is no time,
?he total absence of time with respect to Séwfer becomes extremely im-
portant because he was the one who set up "the" or "a? commadd post,

1t is never made clear whether or not"this was the only command post,
outside the Dppository Building. It is also extwemely important because
according to the Commission, he is the one who broadcast the descript¢on'
the- Commisswon says was 'most probably" Brennan's and which clearly was
not Brennan's. It may have contained information from Brénnan, but if
it came in its entirety £rom Brennan, 1t contained. information that

Brennan did not give the Commission and at no point salid he gave the

--police.

Saayer headed west on Main Streef as soon as the crowd cleared
for no special reason - just because the car was‘pdinted that wa&. He
said he went hreal slow" and appears to have been still in the thick off
the crowd “at the tlme,the radlo'broadcast came in ingg a lot of ac-
tivity down on the lower end around Houston and ml@i £ He is not asked'
to even approximate the time. Belin asked him if he remembers "what
broadcast this isg" Hé-said_it was the-bne_in which he heard Sheriff
Dgckér tell,hié office to get all his men over to the nepository Build-
ing (p.316).__If the sheriff didn't mention the DépoSitory Buiiding,

there was énother.broadcast at aboubt this time that did, This wés on

‘channel 2. He says he then went to the Depository Building but neither

here nor elsewhere-is he asked to state the time of hig arrival, He
parked in front of the main entrance, . Asked what he did then, he said
"immediately went into - well, talked to some of the officers arouﬁd
there who told me the story that they had thought some shots had come
from one of the floors in the building,. and I think the fifth floor was
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mentioned, but nobody seemed fo know who-the shots were directed at or
whét had actually happened, except there had been a shooting there at ¥
the éime the President's motorcade had gone by."

In a tater reconstruction, the Commission attempts to establish
the time of his afrival at 12:37, and I believe it was laten But is
it nﬁt incredible that-with all the péople_go anxious to talk about the
shooting of the.Preéident, including those who had seen his head almoét
blowp off, that none of the police could tell Insp. Sawyer what had
' . Sawyer's
happened? Without Xmk omission, the following is quoted from Mr,xfSawyyers:
respﬁnsgz "And T mmedx went with a couple of officers and a man who I
believed worked in the building. The eievator ﬁas just to the right of
the main entrance, and we weﬁt to the tép floor, which was pointed out
to me by this other man as belng the floor that we were talking about
- We had talked about' the £ifth floor. 7 And we ‘went back to the storage
area and looked around and didn't see anytbing.

Note the generallty of his language, the lack of identlfication
of either_ 'a man" or the police officers. Note also the failure of the
Cdmmissionlto ask for identification. Note the lack of any effort to
find éut from Eim from whom he obtained.his information. .

Bﬁt the most glaring %hing'of 81l is hby, when he had reason to
believe the shots had come, as he says it here, from the fifth flpof,
he ﬁent up to the top floor. Why in the world énould he have gone ani
place éxcept that place from which he thought the Sbots had come? But
Mp, Belin seems to think 1t perfectly'natural to go someplace else, for
he asked no questions alo ut it. He asks about the route; he was anxious
to know whéther it was a freight or passenger elevator that was right

inside the front door, whether or not it was pushbutton operatdred; and

Sawyer can't even be specific about these inconsequential questions.
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Sawyer said when he got into the elevator "We run into this man," and

again he is not asked what man. He is not asked a deécriptién, but as

1t later turns out it would have served no purpose to ask him for any

kind of description.
So they went up to the top floor. (p.317)

Po yéu think he went to where the shots came from then? No.

 When he didn't see anything  "that was out of the ordinary," on the top

floor, "I immediately came back downstairs to check-the security on the
building." |

'Imagine an inspector who hadn't checked on the security of the
building as the fery first thing when he heard spots had come from there!

" He posted 2 men at the front entrance "witg instructions not to
let anyone in or out," Asked alout the rear entrance, he said "dell, I
algp had the 3ergeapt go around"and check to be sure that all of those
were covered, although he told me that-%?egére already covered."

 In its report the Commissioﬁ has already shown that, as a mattér
of fact,.ﬁhe rear door was not covered, thé Cormissinn. refers to only
one door, a walk-through door. Neither the Commission nor the inspector
refers to the fréight doors. Asked "When was the order given to mover
the front entrance of the building?", he does not give an snswer in

terms of'timd, and in fact he really doesn't give an answer in any kind

‘of terms, because his responsé was "Well, they had it covered when I got

tﬁere. There were officers all around the front. The only thing I don't
think had been done by the time I got there, was the gnstructions not to
T t anybody in or out."

How in the wopld.is a building covered if there is free ingress
and egress? And what good did all of the officers do there if they
weren't Y¥Z preventing people from going in or out? How in the world

can this be considered as covering the building? There are no questions
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from Mr, Belin Qho says, "all right.,." Asked if he gave the instructions
before or after he went up to.the top floor, Sawyer said it was after he
came down. / |
Belin then'says that he is trying to "reconstruct the time of seal-
ing off the building." Belinis very next sentence is a convenien t mis-.
representation of Sawyer's previous testimony. Belin said, "I believe
you said that before you got to the building or at about the time you got
to the building{ you thought that you heard something about theTexgs '

School
Rzl Book Depository over the radio?" and Sawyer agreed. This is not

what Sawyer had testified to. He had testified (pp.316-7} that while

he was still going "real slow down the street because of the people
crossing ... " he heard .the broadcast in question. Belin is trying hard

to get Sawyer there before he got him there to establish the sealing of

~the buildl ng before it was sealed, if, in fad%, it was ever sealed.

Belin then refers to the radio log ﬁhich, as 1 have already indicated,

is not the one the Commission had previously used as its exﬁibit; itts

a diffefent version, as soon becomes clear,'ai§ the very first sentenee.

of Mquotation from it, there is a reference to a "station Break" which

does not appear in the Commission's version, Exhibit 705. The version’

from which Sawyer now tes%ifies_has”important-informétion &iso missing . -

from Exhibit 705, the identification of the various code numbers. (p.318)
After soﬁe confusing remarks about the iog, Belin qﬁotes from the

log a notation of 12:31 reading "It looks.like the President has beeﬁ

pit." | :
Compare this with Sawyer's statement quoted from p.317 that nobody

seemed to know who the shots had been aimed at, etec.

Of course, Belin doesn't § question him about this, even though .he

has been listening to the radio, and even though he has been testifying
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about what he heard. g

Then Belin quotes the 12:3l entry in which No. 136 states, "A
passer-by states the shots came from Texas School Book Depository Build-
ing." 8o before-Sawyéf got there, he should have, an& others certainly
did know, that the police had been 1nformed of the origin of the shots
in this building ¥ This addresses itself to his failure to ascertain
security as the/figst step._ Belin says, and Sawyer agrees, this this
was the first reference in the log to the Texas School Book Depositor&
Building. So from this we know, from Sawyer:s own tebstimony on pp.316-7,.
that at 12:3l Sawyer was still bogged down in the crowd some place oh '
Msln Street., . 3 ] | “

Now Sawyer says that when he got out of the car, he spoke not tol
people but to officers who told him "that their information was that the

- shots had come from the fifth floor of the Texas School Boolk Depository."

note the .
Again kRksxis clear contrazt with his pm vious statement., Whether or not

the shots came from the fifth floor, he knew the building and the offi-
cers there knew, Note he still is not asked the bime of his arrival at
the building. |

Now Belin gets him back in the elevator and tells him his purpose

was to go and look around, and asks how long he was on the top floor

.

'(p.319). Sawyer places the btotal elapsed time at 3 mlnutes, which would

seem like a fast trip, for even a Dallas cop, with the conditions that
obtained there and the character of the elevators.

Belin theﬁlpulls a slick oné which, apparently, up until this time
he has gotFen awdy with., In én Effort to establish the time the building
was_crdered,sebured by SaWyer,-apparently, Belin then says, "ngn that

would put it around no sooner thanhl2:37, ifpyou heard the call at 12:3L9"

- Tge ever-willing Sawyer agreed. But of course, as we have already seen,
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this is not the casef We haw no idea how far away, how bogged down in
traffic Swayer was at 12:3&,"but we do know that he was bogged down and
ﬁés not at the Depository Building a? 12:3L. Nonetheless, this language
is quoted in the rpport at the top of p.l156 as the egrliest time at which
the building could have been sealed. In conceding that the time might
have been latef, the Cormisioon cannétIEVbid the charge that it deliber-

ately li¥ed. The question is not how late the building was sealed, but

how early. - Note also that this is in reference to only the front door,

Sawyer has no knowledge of what happened at any placé where he personally
was not., He was not any place but the front door at this time, And
while he said, "When I arrived, the sergeant told me he had the building

sealed off", both he and the Commission knew this was false. The Com-

. miséion in its report at the same polnt notes that at 12:36 the building

was not sealed (which Suits_the Commission's_purpdses-at_that point very

nicely) and, of course, Sawyer himself had stationed officers at the

ffront door.

:Ih addition, Sawyef concedes his were "the first instructions to
stgﬁ traffiélfrcm coming in and out of the front door". (p.320) _

He identifies-his regﬁlar radio code call as No. 9. Consulting
tné log, the first reference to Sawyer is after 12:,0. Tt is before
12:43, but the traffic reflected in the log indicates it was very close
to 12:43 and not close %o 12:1,0, His first broadcast asked for mored
manpower which he said was available on Main Street. _

The next entry forNo. 9 is after 12:;3 and before 12:L5. It
reads, "The wanted person in this is a slender white male about 30,
five feet ten, 165, carrying what looks to be a 30-30 or some btype of
Winchester." |

As I have elsewhere, + want to point out again, thisis not Brennan's

description; not only of the man, but of the weapon. Brenan made no
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reference to a wecpon.' The home office then asks, "Any clothing descrip-
tion?" and he replied, "Current witness can't remember that," |

If this crcbange refers to Brennan, toen Brennan perjured himself
in his testimony as, for example on p.145 of Vol, IIT where he described
the clothing in immediate response to a question as "light-colored clothes
more cf-a khaki color. Brennan also refers to the clothes at other point
in his testimony. |

What has happened'tc that "most probable" source-of the police
broadcast information? Remember, this is basic in fhe Commissionts
reconstruction-.and in its rcport Sawyer concedes he also rebroadcast
the descripfioh.. There is some . confu31on because he apparently was

using'both chennels., And then there is something about the srrest of

Charles Givens, described by Sawyer as having "a previous record in the

narcotics.” Sawyer also says of Givens, "he was supposed to have been
a witness to the man ceing on thet floor."

Here it becomes apparent that not-Oswald; but Givens, was the first
one reported missing. Sawyer's ianguage is specific in referring to this
"eolored Boy" as "the one employee who was missing/... " (p.321)

The last sentence in this response by Sawyer deserves noting. It

reads, "He (Givens) wasn't accounted for, and that he was suppose’ to have

some information about the man that did the shooting.” This was too ob-
vious for Belin to miss and he asked, "when you say about the man who

did the shootiqg, did yoo know at that time who did the shooting?" Sayer
replied, "No." Sawyer never does find this reference in the log. So
cither the log is wrong or Sawyer is wrong. There can be no excuse for
the log being wrong. |

Again, on the question of Brennan being the "most probable" source
5 k]

with the specirfic nature of Brennan's testimony about the sixth floor;
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this excerpt from the log at about 12:45 "AY¥1 the information we have
received, indicates it did dome from the fifth or fourth of that build-
ing." This was from headquarters to Sawyer. Sawyef agrees to this
statement by Belin about the quoted excerpt, "That is at least after
12:45 p.m., and before 12:48 p.m,?" k

As I have already indicaﬁed, Sawyer doesn't remember anything spe-
cific, and nobody is going to make him. Belin goes back to the log and
asks, "Where did you get tbat description from?"

M, Sawyer. That descrrptkan came to me mainly from one witness

who claimed to have seen the rifle barrel in the Tifth or sixth floor

of the bulldlng, and claimed to have been able to see the man up there.
Mr. Bel}n. Do you know this person's name?
Mr, Sawyer. I do not. _ :
Mr;.Belin..-Do you know anything about him, what he was wearing?
My, Sawyer. 'EXcept that he was - I don't remember what he was

wearing, I remember that he was a white man and that he wasn't young and

' hedwasn't old. He was there, That is the only two things that + canFe-

member about him, :

Mr. Belin. What age would you categorize as young? (p.322)

Mr, Sawyer. - Around 35 would be my best recollection of it, but
ut could be a few years either way.

My, Belin. Do you remember if he was tall or short, or can't you
remember anything about hime - |

Mp, Séwyer. I can't remember that much about him., I was real hazy
about that. ‘

Mr, Belin. Do you remember where he said he was standing when he

o
saw thf¥ person with the riflev

Mr, Sawyer, _I'didn‘t go into detail with him except that from the
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best of my recollection, he was standing where he could have seen him.
But there were too many people coming up with questions to go into de-

tail. I got the description and sent him on over to the Sheriff's

-Office."

‘It i@is obvbuus that Sawyer is not being truthful. He is not asked

1

if he knew the person's name at the time, he is asked, "Do you know this

person's name?" and he replied, "I do not." Unless he is lying, he is
'saying it could not have been Brennan because by the time of his_ﬁesti-

mony he certainly knew all about Brennan. Note also his reponse to-thé

" question about clothing. Brennan, as the Commission has gone to great

paint to point out in_seeking his identification by himself and by others
was wearing a helmet. A helmet oﬁ‘a civilian is a conspicuous iteﬁ of
clothing., Brennan's own testimony had him dogging the ﬁeels of the
police, If-this had be%: Brennan, Sawyer 1s a 1iar.' He_coﬁid nevér have
ignored or forgotfen fhe heiﬁe#. And note how conspicuous it is that ;
Belin never asks ény question intended to find out whether or not Brennan
was wearing a helmet or, in fact, the direct question, "Was he wearing a

helmet?" This i1s such an obvious thing féf Belin to do that his failure

- to do so certainly cannot be considered an oversight.

And here we have a police insPectoi,,natbust an 6rd£qary flatfoot,
to whom identificatd ns aré part of his everyday life, who not only re-
membered nothing about the man, but won't even approximate. He can't .
remember, for example, whégher the man was tall or short. All he will
be specific about is "I was real hazy about that." Sawyer then says,
about the source of the shots, "The ones that I talked to were pointing
out one of the uppper floors ... I thought was the fifth floor."

But even here, having avoided it all the way through the testimony
up to this point, how can Belin avoid the question that was just crying

to be asked, "Did you send anybody to search that floor?" Neither. this
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duestion, nor any question about when any organized search was ordered,
is ever asked,” nor is ‘the answer to such an unasked question ever volun- .
teered when Sawyer is asked for any additional infom ation he Mlghu have,
“Agaln the obviousness of this question is so clenr that the famlure
to ask it cannot be regarded as an oversight., '

| Belin goes badk to this unnamed witness and refers to Eim_as "the
primary description witness", df him in response Sawyer says, "pointed
out the window which I now note to be the sixth floor, but when I talked
to him, I thought it was thé fifth floor." Belih then asks if Sawyer
spolkke to people who tried to identify the source oflthe shots by the
dlrection from which they thought the sounds came. Sgwyer is emphatic
in hlS answer, which is, "Correct, That is correct . Some of§ them
" claimed that they had heard shots, or thought they heard shots from over
. the overpass.' Belln then asked the question/d931gned to elicit whether
other sources were given, (p.320) Sawyert!s reply was, "No," And then
he says even the number of ﬁhese-was.very smail.

Again we have such an obvious question for Belin to have asked _
and thls deals with the speclfic eyewitness descriptlons in the Commls~
sion's possess1on of people who saw puffs of Smoke from trees im and
the pPDXlMlty of the trees to the arcade; of people who sald they knew
the shooting had come from the arcade, No oquestion here about the
arcade or the trees or othér Qoints that other witnesses had testified
to, the fence, etec. :

- In reference to what éawyer did wﬁén he heard ébout an unidentified
man,-presumably Zapruder, faking motion pictures, note the contrast be-
tween this and the police atfitude toward other situations, such as the

misrepresented one about Benavides and the reasons for his not appearing

at the lineup to identify Oswald. (Benavides was far and away the closest
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person to the shooting scene, a distance of from 15 to 25 feet, and

gave by far the best description of the man who did the shooting.)

n

Sawyer says, ... I sent the sergeant and two men back over thefe

!

with instructions to bring that man and his pictures to me." Sorrels,

 of the Secret Service, had the man.

| 'iThe one time thét Sawyer does remember is L ofclock. That was
quitting time, and he quit. (p.32L)

At the end of the deﬁosition, Belin asked the queétion asked of |
all'wiinessas, do they want td waive signature or would they prefer to
fead their depdsitionS'after the stenographer typed them, and both Belin
and Sawyer said it made no difference. Thereupon; Belin said, "Why

don't we say you read it and sign 1t, and it will be sent to us."

Sawyer's reply was, "okay,"

If_Sawyer ever made.any'additions or'changes, therg is no ref;r_
ence to thgm anywhere that I have seen. The index of witnesses, which
also includes affidévits supplied after testimony and depositions, does.
not list any. | |

Gne does not.have to have a familiarity with any lind of i#vesti-”
gation to understand what Belin's performance here means. The Commission
was avoiding the taking of testimony to ‘the {4 extent possible. It
never feall} asked searching quésﬁ.ons o$ Sawyer. in'faot,_it neﬁef

asked the obvious questioﬁs. It avoided all of them. It knew nothing

‘when it finished with Sawyer that it didn't know before it questioned

him. The failings here are so obvious that it is absolutely shocking.
Belin had either or both of two motivés: To protect the Commission or

o) pfotect Sawyer and the police. The only way he could do this was by

.avoiding all of the painfully obvious things he did avoid.

Such a performance would have been sad with an ordinary person,
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a housewife, a laborer, or a person wﬁb has had no experience in this
type of activity. But when ;t is with an inspector of police, one of
the btop mén in the Dalaas PoliceDepartment, it can only reflect on the
Cormission and the witness in his department and must be regarded with

the deepest suspicion.



