WAG-2034 3D SN @M

P 0000000000000 WY Al v

Merch 5, 1966

ir, “ao Sauvage

Le Mgaro

50 Rockefeller Flaza
New York 20, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Seuvage,

My "informetion" thst your -ock had been contreacted for came from Joyce Hartmsn at
Houghton-41fflin, She said it wae Hendom House, vhich rathsr surprised me beczuse of
my own experience there. No to discourage you, I have offered my book to more than

50 publishers. Uf the more then helf who heve read it, I have yet to get e sarious
adverse comment. Almoast 511 the dditors have gone out o" thelr way to dissgree with
their bosses, espacially on the most common resson, that thers i1s no interest in the
subject snd hence the book will not sell. I presume yours 13 & similar experience. Ye
have been st the same place, both otgethe:r ané sepsrataly, as perhaps yiu huve already
le=rned., At one house, T was given to understand both bonks got editorisl approval,

The lsngusge used in the Yashington Fost in its ton-brief refersnce to the Academy
of Forensic Sciences comment 15 slmost owrd for whrd whet 1 used more than = yenr
ego, which rather plessed me. The rest of the story mede it secem s though these
comnents were in genasrsel ugreemcnt wich the Com-ission's conclusicns. I would like
sometimes to see the complete thing (as I would slso like to ses the writings of the
Hashes, on which the Uew Leader hes not snswered ne).

actually, the treetmeont I got from Mohrt snd Gellimerd wes =n even groater blow to me,
for in the two mectings I had with Mohrt I had formed en unusually high opinion of
hin as 3 person. He reslly impressed me, so perhaps my disappointment et my own defie-
iencies in character determinetion sre invelved, My own opinion i1a thet something
heppened over which be hed no control, snd in this enslysis I huve the suprort of
several Franchmen with whom I have discussed tha matter snd to whom I have hhown

my file. I do regret it. Bul, sgaln drawing upon my own experience only, whatever

hes hanrpensd to the French publishing industry is not unique with it. Somedey when

we have = chence to talk these things over, 1'1ll tell you whet herpaned (or didn't)
to me with British, Germeny =nd Italien houses and agents. The United Stutes Ras no
monopoly, alas, in the cowardice of its noWéprosperous publishers,

a8 of now, my book hes receivaa editorisl epproval from ths two houses which say they
sre still considering i1t. The first, a smeller, claima to fear finencisl loss. The
second seys that after @od knows how meny readings (they even asked for o second copy
to speed this up before Christmes) they are heving it wead outside, for "professionsl
advice", [ wonder whut this is, for the subject is slmost libel-proof, end when one
restricts himself entirely to the official evidence, ss I did, should be entirely
imnune. But all I capn do is sslt.
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:¥our silenca hed disturbed me. cx‘r‘--"pdi-ha'p"a"a=~ﬁaxf-ad£oﬁsfoccééibns 1'%a% eought without
‘suacesa to reasch-M.;Chetelsin,:#s recently es yesterdsy morning, when no one was in
“4He‘office, What I. faared was thet- you: had misunderstood myt latter tor the New Leader,
““1 hed''intended no disporegement. I was in a better position that you, for I had no
desdlines to meet, etc,, and could devote full time to my reseprchas, By the time
my book was Tinished my wife snd 1 had sbout %,000 hours in it. Fortunetely, from the
time I was in college =snd worked on & morning newsp2per st the same time I have been
sble to get elong on little sleep, and I worked not less then 19 to 20 hours a day,
some times getting no sleep #t all, without suffering. Further, my wife had experience
thets ensbled her to help me greatly while I wea writing ( which took only four weeks
of this tine). 50, I was 2ble to complete my rasesrches roletively eerly snd yet to

cover, 1 believe, the msjor msterisls.

There are other things thet interest me more, so & bork I project on the nonpublishing
history of this one will probably remeint in tho back of my mind for a while, but

I do think I may someday write "Dick Dering in the Hell-Box; or How I got Ricb in

Six “ontha”. The first editor who read my hook seld this should heppen %o me, that

the book clubs should be fighting for it, The second seid if his house did it their
initisl printing would be 25,000 in hardbsck, The third seid his house {(vwhich hes
done similar things in the post) would make this the hest-selling bo-k of 19685, Etec.

I huve the wraziest collection nf letter frompubli-hers, some so #idiculous thet

they gave, as a ressonse Tor not rsading the book, the fect thet lest fall there were
gring to ba four books publisned on the Dominican crisis,

A rether lurge percentage of the sxecutive and senior editors, however, velunte=red
to act o2 my agent ( six would not consider the subject) snd introducsd the book to
other publishers, 4s & "cless”, the sditors havs mors consclence and courage, again
from my experienca.

In my one-way correspondence with woart and Gellimerd, where the replies were from
the poor seeratsry of “ohrt, who begsn vech of her letters with "In the shsence of
Michel Mohrt.e.e", I was told Gallimard was going to publish e "similar" work last
fall. 4y French contscts are few, but I have not been able to learn of the sppearsnce
of such 8 books I hed presumed this was the Lene book, "introduced” by Jartre. Of 1t
all 1 lno. 1s thet it supposedly was contrncted for by Boedley-Head in hardbeck om
Penguin in peper. My information csme from 8 nice p:rson who clsimed to have made

the introduction to Fosdley-fead. I huve hesrd nothing further, save that there

were misgivings ebout the contents, and supposedly & comuisslon of historians was
working 1t ovar. :

Can you help me with on underst nding of this: A% Parsllax my book wes resjected
becsuse o the sdvice of & "knowledgesble" person, presumesbly on the subjsct matter.
There sre very few of this desaription, I was specifically told fear was not B factor.
The advice came from an associste of & part-time editor. Have you any ides of who

thic might usve been? My interest relates to those force we huve faced, not to
Parallax. I wonder who pretends such knowledge snd wields such influence. 1t was my
earlier understonding that the book hod gotten hoth editorisl and legel appreovels.

Vour com-ant on prass buriol of the subject metter is s reTlection of the course par.
I ofrered mine to two pepers for syndication rights., The first, 1in ten wesks, read
shout six or seven percent of 1i. Tha second, 1n three months, resd the book md
could not end did not argue with 1t end professed respect for it, but said merely
thet 1t diAn’t consider suck s thing could heppen.

Good luek,
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LE FIGARD

14, Rond-Point des eﬁamps-ftgﬁa, Paris-8

50 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA

NEW YORK 20, N. Y.
PLAZA 7.5553
LED SAUVAGE )
NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT Ma'rch 2! 1966
Mr.Harold Weisberg

Hyattstown, Maryland
20734

Dear Mr.Weilsberg,

I am sorry to answer only now your
kind letter of Jenuary 4fth, which had disappeared in a
file where I have just retrieved 1it.

No, I have still no American Plublishex
and I am curious to know who told you that I have one.
The book is still at 2 publishers, but I dont believe
anybody will do 1t until something happens which will
breask the conspiracy of sjlence.Did you notice how the
eritical comments of the Mcademy of Forenslc Sclences

have been bug!}e& in the press?

I have no idea about what is going on 1
in the French publishing business and I am sorry to
learn that respectable people like Michel Mohrt treated
you so badly.Is the Lane book going to be published in F
France? T have seen Jane Staffordfbook and read a few
pages of 1t ,and then stopped thereé- because I have the

same impression as your{_}l\, L& -

Again all my apologizes for having left
your letter so long without an answer

Very cordially youx,

L;Q\MJ

Leo Sauvage



