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soM : A. Rosen o , T e

SUBJECT: LEE HARVEY OSWALD, AKA o g
INTERNAL SECURITY - RUSSIA -CUBA '
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Leo Sauvage , & 51-year- 0ld French correspondent tor /i
1 socialist newspaper and reported employee of the French

Jommunist Party in » wrote critical and ostensibly objective /
irticle entit "TheY OSwald Affair" which appeax;?d in the March,
1964, issue of ommen ry"”, & publication of the\American

Iewish Committee.“ This article is similar to oth articles
>eing written by foreign authors having a background of
communist sympathies. It is based on speculation, unfounded
saterial and half-truths. Sauvage tries to discredit many of
the facts indicating Oswald is guilty and also implies the
true facts will never be brought out because of the influence [P
>f the FBI and other police agencies. la)

{ECOMMENDATION:

5
It is not felt we bave the responsibility of furnishing 1
:he Commission with every piece of inaccurate, speculative commentiry

»n the assassination., If you approve, the President's Commission <!

vill not be furnished a copy of this urticle as the magazine containing |-

:he article is readily available in the United States. A copy will
e furnished to Dallls for its information. /) R ..
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: 1@>s<n(2:ge was born 2/23/13 in Nancy, France, and ns
-eported to'be a rrespondent and chief of the New York Bureau
> "Le Popu aire * French socialist newspaper. (40-0-3796) ..
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont T .-
RE: LEE HARVEY OSWALD

"Commentary"” describes Sauvage as an author and
New York correspondent for "Le Figaro," Paris for nearly 15 years.

In 1951 information was developed that Sauvage was a
menber of a small group close to Louis Dolivet who was refused .
re-entry to the United States due to Dolivet's suspected communist
and comintern background. (100-23792-148) . :

On 9/27/56 a confidential source abroad advised the
name of Leo Sauvage appeared on & list of individuals employed
~by the French Communist Party. (64-200-231-1559)

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

This organization bhas been described as being founded
in 1906 and incorporated in 1911, The fundamental purpose of
this organization is said to be to safeguard the civil and
religious rights of Jewish people throughout the world and to
combat discrimination and prejudice., 1In 1946 it was described
as being pro-Palestine with its ultimate aim being to secure a
"real homeland" in Palestine., The committee has been critized
by the communist "Daily Worker"™ in the past for its anticommunist
assertions. Some individuals connected with the committee have
bad communist affiliations. (62-102104-8)
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“COMMENTARY" '

"Commentary,” & monthly magazine published by the
American Jewish Committee, eates it aims to meet the need for
a journal of "significant thought and opinion on Jewish affairs
and contemporary issues.”" It will be "hospitable to diverse
points of view and belief" and it hopes to encourage “original
creative endeavor." The editor maintains the opinions and views
expressed therein are the authors own and do not necgssarily
express "Commentary's" viewpoint or position. s @ .

DETAILS:

Sauvage prefaces his "objective™ article with several
observations which serve to set the tone of the article which is
to follow. He first of all stresses that all the evidence against |
Oswald was "leaked” to the various news media and he accuses the
FBI as one of the principals in leaking this information. Sauvage
then states as the Dallas authorities convicted Oswald by "press . .
and television" the FBI has "forced" the hand of the President's
Commission by leaking the results of our investigation and in this :
$anner assuring that the Commission will return & verdict of guilty -
for Oswald, ) , Lo . '
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Sauvage proceeds in a systematic manner to review the
alleged evidence against Oswald from the assassination on. Be .
quotes freely the published statements of individuals such as Dallas
County District Attorney Henry Wade, Chief Jesse Curry and Captain
¥ill Fritz of the Dallas Police Department, and then endeavors to
show that the early erroneous statements made by them were really
intended to deceive and cover up the true facts. Sauvage imputes
to impulsive publicity-seeking statement§ intrigue and conspiracy. :
In order to lend credence to some of his theories Sauvage goes ;8
as far as to attribute public statement to SAC Gordon Shanklin of
"Dallas regarding the assassination. Of course these statements
are completely untrue,

S

Some of the alleged facts which Sauvage highlights as
showing Oswald could not be the assassin are as follows:

1. That it was physically impossible for Oswald to have
traveled from the sixth floor of the Texas School Book Depository
Building and escape without anybody seeing him,

2. That because of the lack of security around the
building immediately after the assassination anybody could bave
_entered or left the building without being seen. '

3. Sauvage claims the assassination rifle would not lend
itself to three accurate shots and that Lee Harvey Oswald did not
have the talent or the experience to fire the rifle as accurately as
alleged. ©

4. Sauvage also quotes various statements from doctors at
Parkland Memorial Hospital who afforded the President emergency treat-
ment, that the President had been shot from the front. ,This, of course,
is completely erroneous and has been checked out numerous times., This
is a favorite of the communist press. - .

< 4

5. Sauvage also claims four shots were fired not three and
he is skeptical of the findings of the FBI Laboratory that the three
bullets fired were from the assassination rifle.

6. He suggests clues leading to Oswald's arrest were planted
well in advance of the assassination and suggests & conspiracy,

7. He raises doubts concerning the murder of Officer J. D,
Tippit by Oswald suggesting the facts as known are completely false, R
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont -
RE: LEE HARVEY OSWALD ) -

In order to show "objectivity" Sauvage agrees with
the facts as known to date that Oswald and Ruby did not conspire
together. In fact, Sauvage goes so far as to say that any cueh
‘ddea 4s 'rather childish »

Sauvage's attempt to appear as a bhumble modest reporter
merely inquiring into the facts falls short and it is quite
obvious that his intents and purposes for writing this article
are to create embarrassment for the U. S. Government and to

; cloud the true facts relating to Oswald's guilt as well as to
-~ elicit support from sympatbetic groups.
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THE OSWALD AFFAIR

A - 7ENTARY RERQRT
j 4 .. .

LEO SAUVAGE

< 10 pay atter the munder of Piesi-
O dent Kennads, a New Yok fawyer,
commenting on the case agaion lee Havey O
walid an it had bevn revealed up to that point. was
CUECUNTI Journal dmernan as sying that
“The District Ntotnes dus a sanpeet, but st
ol mone” As o Frenchan, 1 thought it a
atrange tome idenie that this lawses ‘s name should
have been D oule Zola Benman UValike the wnpect
whem the st Lmile Zola ought back from
Pevils Bhland, boweser, bee Blaney Owald-cven
were he 1o be proved imecent —an pever I
Bvongin back from the plac to which hie has been
wnt But cendd he e proned inuxent? I we be-
beve that 2 man must be gonsidered inement un-
1l he i provedd guilnn bevnnd a reaonable douls,
©me et alreads asert that Lee Hanves Oawald was
ineenent Fon to the unbiased, avitic al mind, the
o4t against him is a tissue of impmh.nl»ililir\. son.
seadictions, and ontvight Lalsifications,

I this o sty judements hiesd of aving
“ahieath.” which sugeests that anv futther infor
nation we get will suengthen i own im|nn~i-m
af Owmalil's innoceme, shonkd 1w least have
widd “aill” imphing that wew evidence mas et
D Bronaeht fermanad 1 wntain the alnunt univer:
al \merican comiction of Owald’s guilt? Sach
prudenee woukl certainhy be the only proper ani.
sede 0 tabe in any anher case, But mmn in this one,
All the avaitable evidence agains Owalld has
cither been leakad o cagerly amd even vuthiewly
spelleat et whether i, halfl truc, o demon.
wrably  falw: whether  pevtinent, wonfuvdl, m
ol ionsdy inrelevant. So Lar as Dallas s com e,
the case was proxlained “einched” Iy Chict Will
Fritz of the Homicide Burcau as catlv a8 Nonewm-
I 238, eme dav alier the ausination Vhe fol-
owing tlay, only two bouts after Jul Rubn hal
disprren! of Owald in the Dhasment of Dallas
Palice Fleadquaniens, the sase againat him was
derlared “dinast™ Iy Potiee Chiet Jose Cnn aml
In Disteict Attorney Bemy Wiade who boatat
that he had “vent men o the cletnic chair with

Paee St s hae bn alnnl Riteen seans wen New Vewd
gkt ba (o Pigmer Paris’ teading mwning wews.
pay A patuare lanh of the Sntmnne and of the Parie
Lam Shoml, be s sl the author of Autapic du Castrisme
WPacie, 1921 Thes i his Birdt appeatame in CoMmxtrany.
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ke evidence” That same evening. in a televised
s confereme whine transripe will stand for-
v in the international annal of justice as an
example of fantastic inepomibilin, Wade spoke
the Bual word for the Datlas suthovities: =1 would
wn that without any doubt he [Owakd] is the
killer . . . thae is so question that he [Oswakd]
was the killer of Proidemt Kennalbs .07

O course, there is il the as vt ancompleted
imetigation  of  the Preidemtial | Commivnion
headed In Chief Juttice Eal Wanen. May o
tn up new evidence? Tt i diflkult 10 vee b
‘The Wanten Commission, though it has its own
fepal stall amd the aight to subpoena witneses,
will severthelew depend for it e haical infor.
mation on the FRI investigation, aml the results
of that investigation. though ot ially “ilt confi-
dential, have alicady been sevealad 1o the world
c.and servealud, appsiemiy, befoe the Wanen
Camnimission even 1ecived the FRI sepott from
the Justice Department. On December 8. while
dutifully publishing 2 satement by a Justice
Depantment spokesman antioun ing that the FRI
sepent had not et been sent to the Attorney Gen-
eral for subimission 1o Prosident Johown, the eve
ning papen neverthelon feh comfident in coming
ot with enmmous ~ banner  headlines  like
“OSWALD LONE KILLER. Fil REPORT TO
PROVE 1't™ (New Yok Journal American).
The stories guoted anonvmious “goveinment
e but she identits of thew waines was an
mvsers at all in Washingtons the FRL itell had
feaked the “prohable comusions™ of s repont
oven while the soport way ill being written. Six
days later, on Devember 9, the Justice Depart-
ment, ating on instructions from the White
Houw, deliversl the now completed  seport
dirextly 10 the Wanien Conmission. Quitc natu-
ratly, the Commiwion had alod that nothing be
made public until it had veviewad the document
and tabken whatever action scvmed appropuiate.
Vet the New York Times of Devember 10 was ahle
10 pt the following headline over the vary sory
in whith (in pasing) it mentionad the Commis-
sion’s desire 1o heep the acpunt «mfulenial:
~OSWALD ASSASSIN BEVOND A DOURT.
FBI CONCLAU'DES. HE ACTED ALONE ARND
DID NOT KNOW RURY, SAYS REPORT TO
AWARREN INQUIRY PANEL" .
va - ,-')f\’)\'
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Thus, after the “press and lt‘?n'lsifm convic:
gon” of Lee Oswald in Dallas, 3 sccond press andl
elevivion comviction teok place in \Vashington.
And just as the Dallas authorities had foreed the
hand of any jury that woukd have heard the
Owalil case, o the FBL has (oeed the hand of the
Warten Commision. With the help of all the mass
madia, Oswald's gailt has now twice been sold 10
the public —despite the fact that no onc has cven
w much as venturad o cxplain why a povehe
pathic regicide, acting (as we shall see) under
cireumstances that woulid make his caprure incvi-
table, should renounce the ultimate aatistaction of
glonving in his deed belore the eves of the workl.
1 vealls do not we, therétore, why onh thane of us
whes are skeptical about the caw against Owald
shoukl await further information.

Belore going on to faise sunnc of the specifi
question that Oswakl’s accusers shauld be fmand
10 amawer, et e make one final vemak 1 am 2
seporiar and pot a detective. Thu tar, howeser,
it is onfv the veporens, thane * awmatent mvesti-
gators into the Kennedy avanitation”  whom
Max lerner in a vecent column atcasticathy
advised 10 take ~a much needad 101” whao have

shown up what Mr. Leiner hinnell dewtibed as

“the timne of guesawork, ignotance anid contradic-
tions in which the law enforecment offu ialy ware
caught.” In the face of awatematically prejw
dicel an investigation as has so ;1 heen made
inte the Prcvident's asawination, how clve will
the ttuth ever be anived aval ~amateus” fail o
al  the " questions that the |mvlr\\imu|\ have
obfusated or left unamwered?

1. Did Oswald Have an Alibi?

- . . .
Though there have been a numbear of intresting

ofial variations concerning certain quite imjer.
1ant details, it is now an wndispated fact that lec
Crhwald was in the second-flonr Tunhioom of the
Texas Schol Bouk Depuwitons on Elm Steet @
very short time after thiee shots were fredd at the
Presidential motoniade fiom 2 window on the
sixth tios of the builling. He was wen in the
funchioom by two witheses: the managa of the
Texas School Book Depunitny, Mi. Row 8. Trulh,
and a motmevele policman who was the firu
ofluer 1o enter the building.

The fact of Owald's proveine on the sevond
floan . it should be noted, was frut provented to the
public as evidene against him. In his unfinget-
table prew conference of Sunday, Nonember 24
(10 detail some of the cvidence againg Oswwald
fm _the avanination of the Pacsident™), Districe
Attney Wade put it this wav: “A police offcer,
innnediately alier the awawination, ran into the
building and saw this pan [Oswald] in a corner
and tricd to anet hind But the manager of the
building Gid he was an emplovee and it was all

. righ(.. .o n nuph:uiling,lhn Oswald had barely
. ewapd amest “immediately after the essassina-
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gron,” the District Alloﬂ(_- .t obviouslysssing
to convey the impicssion that Oswald had’ Mewe
ally  been caught sed-handed  He  theelue
acgledal 10 mention that the place in which
Owald was (as it were) “cmneral” was the -
ond-Hoor lundhroom: aor did he imduate that the
police offwer and the managey of the building had
described Oswalld as hokling 2 CGmadola bottle
in his hand. Thewe details, however, had bren
announced the dav belme by Police Chiel Jewe
Curry, whane Saturday  afiamoun  stasement
remains very inttiguing. Chicl Cany sarted by
saying that he could rell from the wumd of the
shots that they had come from the Schonl Bank
Depanitory, and that “gight anar” he had vadioed
an order from his cat o anound aml «warch the
building. ‘Then he okl of the firss ofheer 1o seach
it. of thiv ofhuer climbing the saits timether with
the building manager AU ITI R and of the
awe men sceing Owmabd in the lun oonay Theie
were, he addal, “ather persom™ in the fun oo
as well.

1 can see ool one explanation for the empha-
siv both Mr. Wade and Chicf Canry plaat on
how won afirr the shots Owald was wren imide
the buikling. and o the singular ststement
Chiel Curv—neser scpeated, but never cmpected
as a mistake cither=to the cffect that there were
othet witnesses 1o (hwald's preveine in the Jundh.
1oom besides the motorcsdde proticeman and Mt
Tauly. According w the verion of the vty gisen
out I the prlice on Fanlar eveming, Oswald hal
been sopped when leaving the nbling afier the
avasination, but had been ablomesd 10 pm-ml
when Mr Touly identibiend him avan cmplanee.
This version collapaed when Ms Truly old the
teal umy 1o the res, sevealing thay he hal iden.
gificd Oawald as an emplner m the Juin hioom,
and not at the et don ot o the silewalh
Thin there were no wWitnewe to intifs w0 the
eact time Oawalit et the Elm Meet building
amd sinee this taised the guesibilus that be gy
olaim 10 have lefu it before the crime, 8t hecanwe
impotiant 1o sress his prewmne in the buikling
after the shots had heen fed.

Chiel Cany’s statement that hwalil was in the
lunchroom “among others” has aeves been
retracial. Bul unies we are (o impute criminal
negligence. we must asaune that on this junnt My
Canry was simphy ill informal: il thete seally were
mber person in the Jum hroom at the time
Owald entesed it and nobady thiered 10 ques
tion them about the exact monwnt and aboat b
behavior, we coukd stop andd diaw our cnn Tuston
right now. Fou the exact momcnt that (hwakd
entered the lundchroom iv ol the very fuv imjuw-
tance in detcimining whether it wan plusically
pouible for him to have bieen on the sixth fow
when the shots were feed. ’ .

All the tcports we have—-imJuding - the wate-
ments by Wade and Canry on tclevision amd thene
given to individual seponicrs—place Orwald in
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