VL “/‘7“' ,*7 et fotdT v 1f b

Hyattstoun, Margland 2073L
October 19, 196

Editor, The Ssturdey Review
380 Medison Avenue
New York, New York 10017

Sir:

Edlting &nd eltering ths cover of my book, WHITEWASH: THE REPORT ON THE
WARREN REPORT, 1= an sbuse I heve never seen in a supposedly litersry
Journal (SR 10/22/66). PBut it is s kladness ccupared with the malevo-
lence, distortion, misrspresentation, misquotation and outright felsifi-
cation pelmad off se 2 review by a Judge who either did not read it or
did not understsnd it (the other slternative is obviouz).

One of the things that distinguishes WHITEWASH from other books is that
it comos exclusively from the offliclal evidencs, to which it is exhaust-
ively referenced. Not a single word of this formideble evidence that I
musteraed does the lesrned jJjudge-reviewer quote or saddress. I do not
suggest the resson - I declars it. He dere not, and he will not. I
challenge him to debats it - in your columns or elsewhere. In-tead, he
pretends none of 1t exists snd twists a few comments that he then pre-
sente in other than thelr intendsd meaning.

With references to ths forcible removal of ths President's body waile
federsl officisls ware decelving those local authorities who had their
own (and the only eppliceble) laws to uphold, and without indicating any
omission, the men whose sscred function in our soclety it is to guarantee
that the law is= upheld q@ vtes me as saying this was an "abuse of Texas
authorities™., He found what follows unwortiy of inclusion for it is not
consistent with ths impression he weants to convey. It is thet ours "is
8 government of law, not of men. The law spplies cquelly to the leest
and the mightiest." WNext, he comments thet I weant "on to defend the ;
rights of the State of Texas" (which are the rights of us all, are they
not, judge?), whereass I actuelly say "rights snd laws".

The inference of his carefully selected quotetion, "...he slso declines
to 'emberress' the 'public officiels' who 'forcibly removed the Presi-
dent's body'", especeinlly with the emphesis sdded by the selective quo-
tation merks, is dismbtrically opporite to tie clsar mssning of my
actual words, "Quoting the testimony snd citing the sctions of those who
foreibly removed the Prosident's body would serve only to cmberrass pub-
1 ic servents whoue dedication 1s sbove question and whose intentions
should not be reprosched."

It is not less then & lie to sey, "Weicberg's hints and speculations are
the leunching ped for his criticism of the eutopsy eeports (only one,
Judge) end the doctors who performed the sutcpey...". The "hints and
speculations” exist only in the distortions usad by a2 reviewer uneble or
unwilling to fesce the feacte. There are rbout 10,000 words in this chap-
ter, which comes entirely from ths officisl evidence snd is footnoted to
it. Hed the judge resd end understood this chezpter, whicn is unigue in
the literature in that it is the only exhsustive compilation end enalysis
of the official svidence, he wovld have meds fewer gross errors in the
simplest fact.
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For exemple, seying the officisl observer of the Secret Service and those
other FBI and Secret Service ecents assizgned to attend the autopsy and
sctually there were "ellegedly"' thure. asnoblep exsmple is saying that the
officiel autopsy chart that shows the President's resp non-fatal injury
was "made by the Commandsr", If thers is but s ginzle men in the entire
world proved to have not exscuted thet chsrt, it is that Commsnder. But
this is not the only point where the judge substitutes his ignorence for
fact and berstes those who refuse to do so, He says, ignoring the sworn
testimony that clerifies ths embiguity of his written statement, that Dr.
Humes "destroyed by burning certain preliminury draft rotes". Dr. Humes
gwore he bubtned, not his notes, but ths first draft of the sutopsy. What
kind of a judge is 1t who then doss not ask, "Why?" The Commission diad
not, elther.

The addltionsl quotation of WHITEWASH, still not eddressing its solid
mustering of the officlal evidence, is "Weisberg asserts, wilthout eny evi-
dence in support, thrt the Commlssion 'exculpstsd' 'Fresidentisl assas-
sins'", Note thst hs does not sy without evidencse he believes, but with-
out any. There are 110,000 words of Just that evidence tnst prove no
singls man in the world is capable of dolng whet was sttributed to Osweld,
thet Oswsld could not hevs been st the scene of the crimes at the instant
they occurred, and much more I will bs delighted to set fobth 12 slsborate
detail on your invitstion. Whet I ectuslly sey in the basterdized quota-
tion is, "A erime such es the asssssination of the President of the United
States cannot be left as the Hsport of the President's Commission left it,
wihout sven the probebility of & zolution, with ssnessins and murderers
free, and free to repest their crimes and enjoy what benefite they msy
have expactod to derive thsreirom. o Fresivun' 1s sver safe 1If Presiden-
tlal assassins ere exculpsted." Would the Judge deny this?

The abdications of so many judges, lswyers and intellectusls at toe time
of the tragedles of Degllas, wazn they maintained & shameful silence, is in gl
no sensge redeemed by ths continuing refusal to face reallity and fact, by
the persistent end not accidentsl befuddlement, and by the other sssorted B

intellectual dishonestiss that chzracterize this fictlon presented as a i
serlous review. The judge may carry & vest-pocket cemetery that to him
Justifiss his shrill whistlinz., It protects him no more then do his own i

intellectual "Emperor's clothes".

Soon hlstory will write the snswer, and it will not bs in the céremmstuff
solidifled in your type. Sheme on those who inslst thet a President can
be murdersd and consigned to history with such e dubious epitaph, who be-
lieve that there mey remsin unanswered questions thet it is within the
cepecity of wman to answer, without Jzopardy to our institutions, and who
substituts personal abuse end vilificstion for fect in disgraceful and
unreasoned assaults upon those who seek the truth, the recapture of our
honor, end the upholding of our principles end beliefs|

Sincerely,

Harold vweisberg i



