
mass circulation market. La- 
dies' Home Journal has a circu 
lation of 6.8 million and Ameri- 
can Home has a circulation of 
3.6 million. 

Shortly after taking over Cur- 
tis Publishing Co. last April, 
Ackerman announced his inten- 
tion to improve the quality of 
'Saturday Evening Post and re- 
duce its circulation front 6.7 I 

illion to 3 'million. 
By refining the circulation t,o become more desirable for a the higher income grou;.)s, Ad- vertisers and the cost 0! publi kerman said, the magazine has cation is cut. 

Magazines Sole' midi 
By Old Company 

NEW YORK (AP) — The La-
dies' Home Journal, one of the 

,, first women's magazines to 
I openly discuss sex problems, 
was sold by Curtis Publishing 
Co. Wednesday along with 
American Horne. 

The magazines were pur-
.1.1sed by Downe Communica-
tions, Inc.. which publishes the 
syndicated newspaper supple-
ment,. Family Weekly, for 
100,000 shares of Downe com-
mon stock valued at approxi-
mately $5.5 million.  

Martin R Ackerman, presi-
dent and chief executive officer 
of Curtis, said the sale on the 
magazines will enable Curtis to 
concentrate on the Saturday 
Evening Post and the compa-
ny's three other publications. 

The Ladies' Home Journal, 
started in 1883 by Cyrus H. K. 
Curtis, founder of Curtis Publ-
ishing, was one of the first mass 
circulation magazines to publish 
an article on venereal disease. 
The magazine was a pioneer in 
the open discussion of sex and 
the demand for sex education in 
public schools, 

These innovations came dur-
ing the editorship of the hus-
lAnd and wife team of Bruce 
and Beatrice Gould, who were 
editors from 1935 until their re-
tirement in 1062, 

Ackerman said the sale of the 
Ladies' Home Journal and 
American Home was in line 
with his previously announced 
plans to remove, Curtis from the 


