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Mre. illiem 4. ESmerson '3'!'-,
Editor, The Saturday iveniog Fost
641 Lexipgton ave.,

New Tork, N.Y. 10022
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Sut for Jeck Duby, o1l might huve besn the Cswsld decisfon. it = i

John ippleton read 'FITTEV.SH in manuserint oud fndfsated sn interest in 8 20,000
: « He later paid mo the unbapyy compliment of saying the book wes too
: drafted o surmeriss in less than 40,000 words, which, of ¢ourse, s bLook
length. “hile I 'did not sgres, T d1d mot argue, Instaed, shen I brought _tmmk
" oud gmcg.mamummhmmmwh sdition, I calV% his
atiention my design wilh Pert 2, wiich deels -ith Cswald fo cuntody, thet it <tand
pratiy much alone end lend itself $o the trestmont I sugsasted % him,

Mr. Aupleton's swply of sy 12 reported “the fecling nere toet the, zeal sand sxill
of Fobert Xenmsdy se ittosuey Gensrel would bsve exyosed eay me jor tlefects in the
investigation.” This is & cowson misspprehension. As sttorney Gensrsl snd se a
-enator, iobart fonnedy has disussocisted niuscl? from ény comusction with the
omestigation of the sesczeiaction, Uad he %, for reusens thos are cuite mader-
stendeble, the entire story might well have bsen differen nt. : s

There should be & Gopy of TEITEVAT st the Sost. If there is fot, 14 i evailable
from the msjor dlstributors, including Bookezlne,sand I em also sending you one
separotely. Tho chapters wo wnich I refor are "swold's Legel fdgnts” wnd “govsldrs
Murder: The Police end ths "ress.” Thase shaptors ubow that "i% aluont overy atep
and in slmost e¢very way, with the pretense of logality nlwmys empheaized, leo Hervey
Csssld was, os o precticsl mstier, either denied or preveated from exercizlus his

v «" Inohersnt wos the lsgul question "'eul bono', or ‘who profits:’ ™es there

wnted mal, entirely unimportnt except for the crimes wWeh wideh be was chiargad,
if say Americsn esn bo lagally unismportentl™

Then, step by step, EITENASH shows how all his righta were violated: hls right to
silence, rith the interrogstions poreiating alter ke decllned %o tall; hic richs to
ecunsel, with counsel of his cholce being falsely told Cswald wanted no lawyer
(psge 69); in pelpsbly Sliegsl sesrches; and even with his property being stolen sad
so0ld for profit,
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Here w=s not en ordinsry criminal progesding btut the crime of the ceatury.

Hor wea 1t m jJerksster polies but a modern ome, vith & brillisnt district
attorney ( he basted lh).ﬂ.n Belli) sho had long cxperience with the FEI. And

hera all the faodarsl police sgoncies were involvad, ineluding ia the interro-
gations on which the Supremes Court today ruled in other casesz. Yot “here was
nothing in shess interrogations thst could hsve been used sgsinsg 0swald hed

i1t been possidblo to bring bim to trial, for as VEITEWASE shows frou their quoted
reports, the interrogstors dissgreed with thomselves end with sach ather on

what he sllegedly lai.d.

But 1t was not a].m m aecnu-l who was d-n.‘-.d nu rishh. Soriety lost its
rights for s legel desterminstion of guilt in the crime was slmoat if nst entirely
precludaed by the demisl %o Dewald of his rights. Hers, {n tho orime of ths
century, TIITEWASH spswerad in adwsnce the posi%ion of $he Comrt minority.

Society as much #s the individual is protected by the preservation and observation
of the rights of the sctusaed, Denial to Uswald of these rights dezloed soclety

of ite rights. ?r-mt early indications sre that these mmw vmh the

Whea firgt I apoke to the Saturday Evening Post about WIITEWASH more then 8 yesr
sge I s 20 excited by tha recapiion tha% on the wuy home I drafted by tepe a
place intanded ns s contridution o "Spesking Out™ on the true mesning of freedom
of the press in modern eocisty, hoping it could alsc serve 88 an lntorhmﬁ %o
shet seemad to be your singulsr coursge. The history of this book, in the prefece
and on tho coveys, explefns this, I Jo hope you cen sgein bacone utnnutod. ; P
have subjected the hook %0 every conseivabls 4sat end *hers hsa hacn no ohanem.

Hannwhile, In the p-st month, with no adver$isieg, no publisher or my other
erganizetion behind 1%, 1% husg become 2 suscees end was lauuched with news
attention received by few other beokes It is zetting considersble ottention from the
elnotronic modla, for whish I hore Just Supad g Mulf-hour cocast-to-consty broadcest,
1t ws so wall received nt the recent enmual convention of the American Bookesllers
ssaceistion that It 1= represented by & masjor seles o zation snd 15 stocked by
fonr major distributors. OF the 5,000 copieas printed ( ~ud how 1s in Ltself & story)
275)1 cre in nermsl Aistributivs ehmuu or alraedy sold, about s hundved huva baen
2014 in responsze %o tmsolicitad meil orders, snd sbout 200 have gone to the press.

9sles in the Washington eres have been very good. At the University of Maryland,
with the schocl in recess, srles hava been 20 impresaive that I wes today invitsd
to eddress o studsent-Teculty meeting durins the summar session,

And as your Mr, Sweld ‘lcnon, having geen the denft of & resent srticle I have
nritten on this subject, I sm contimuing my investigation end have discoversd
major ner svidenas relasting fo the suppreasion snd diseppecrsmes of svidence
that 12 slnost #s shocking a5 what 1in In "EITEWASH.

More exciting %o me ere indications of roprint interest, manifssied less then
8 wmonsh after the boock was =vsilsble in Weshington sn? before 1% ¥as on ssle
elsewhore,

I 4o hope vou will sgree that :our(_é"ol' WHITEWASH todey will both interest
your readers and serve a worthwhile nstionsl service.

Sincerely,
Harold Weisberg
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