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The Seturdsy Svening Fost
841 Lexington Avenue

New York, H.Y.

vy g 0dtis Lt dunchester's. 1atiotustion o thy fortheontss §3,000,000.00%
bomb this morning I suddenly found & modesty equsl to his. It mekss me womder if

1 misit "Spek Out” on this "ose complets, Beaurnts seoount®, where #e will find
sermons in curbstonss snd pavements snd the solution to the arime of the centmry
"ovar the ambulsnce route to Bethosda Haval Hospital®, = ; : gl |

)

Ais logic is overwhslming: " Besousa 1 huve Boen st thise teak longer than
enyone, I have not only felt entitled to record my opinions (pow grest sad gepe rous
1a M1lehl), I have the inescepable shlipetion to do B0, "

Hia modesty s eauslled by only hia gimerosity end common toush:"It wes
essentisl thet the mew President kmow whet I proposed to do.” Hothing highhet
or in the slighest unismocretic. The Bresident iz es gond as inybody else, #nd
os ecusl, Unly not in his stomsch, spparently, for havingz "thrust his memories into
A remote corner of his mind” like so muny others he found "brivging them out was
almost unendureble.” Thet is, "T¥ice, in Mey, 1964 snd April, 1965" when he had
egreed to "receive" lsnchester "dné go through everything, Then ke found he
could not do 1%." Agnin, not guite. Thst the President found "unendurabla” in
vereon he managed $o survive +ithout personsl contsot:"%s ultimstaly solved the
Exxiiwxz dildome by written guestions snd written answars®, ' ¢

Do not underestimats the povers of this great msn. *haley took the
Comiseion to zot fewer than two diffsrent turbstones on whioh st = moriss of
different times he deposited Oswald. Once Hanchester is in the cess, Whsloy wes
8ble %o have "dropped me off At ths same eurb™, Manchaster gan resolve a8ll problems,
The Comission found 1t took Oswald slmost o half hour to make the few block to the
thentar, share he allegedly arrived d sbavalsd, showing the signs of his rush. Men-
chester is the grest simplifyer:"I dsrted over the last lsp of Oswald's flight//."

Be wes determined ho get sll the fact of the essaesinatisn:"I even hed the
dempged Dollss-Botheads coffin uncrated for faspection, #nd * have visited the
hilleide below Custis-Lee Ysnsion in evVery seeson”.

This is appropriste , for Manchester 15 himself s men for every season. Hot
only nesd the new Fresident "lmow whot I proposed to do", but "It wes aquslly imperstive
thet the Commiesion which the Chief Justice headed undarstend the exsct nsture of my
inquiry.” Tha Chisf Jastice,dAfinitely wise and no doubt humbled by the Preasence
in which he Wound himself,"wss unfeilingly polite snd recognized thst while the lines
of the t=o invastinstieona nigkt ocesnionslly interseet, ‘they sertsinly 444 not runm
parallel. The Commission was conducting e criminsl prove. I wes exploring the full



sweep of events...” That is lecking here ia the ego of e Sherlock Holmes,
for some of the Manchester subtlsties (wtudying tk- pavements of Weshiogbon batween
the asirport snd the hospital, the cemetery hillside snd the temporary casket ) rubbed
off on the Chief Justice, whose stsgf exsmined tha pubic helrs frem 0 'z blanket
and, b? comnpsring them with pubic hairs pulled [from the still-living 5 proved
Osweld ¢ blanket wss indeed Cswald s Dblanket. '

%e find our unassuming bero properly impressed with the words "wide” snd
"wisdom”, eapecislly es they relsts %o him. The bereaved femily was "wise" for agreeing
with the widow "%o heve a book written by sn suthor whom ths President hed lmown (%)
snd ir whom he haed exprossed confidence”, Eesl humility ultimete emerges:"Research, «
of course, is no substitute for wisdom", Onm resesrch:"...l knew more sbout it thean
anyons elsa.” On perspactive,”In time, I myself shell merely become e source for
future historisns es ys&t unborn (overtenes of Grey's Elsgy). Yet it was i-peretive
thet this chronicle be laid bafore the generstion of Am ricens who suffered through
those deys.”

all, of this seeped im, asys this mon who kunows mers thsa wmyone else ,.(hi.g‘_ z
own reluctant coufession) while "I ant where tie sgssssin hef sat" (ESP¢) or just

s sensitive ass?)"in Dswsld's sixth-floor pereh”. _ J
- 'Bo_no¥ we luow, Now %0 heve the unofficial whiteowssh. Thi'a__. grest and humble

mén hss wrenched tws years from his 1176 %o bestor this henediction upon us, for the
pittence of $5,000,000.00 that 1s ianvolved., . ' )

Thet gensration of imsricens "who suffered through those duys"™ will no® suffer
through more. “y propossl to you is to foous the suffering on fewer. I huve & little
file on Nsuchester ("0 wuld is & minor figure™; "I hsve more fresh wsterisl"™ tham in
all 23 volumes; the Commissisn met 1ts most importent responsibilities sither "superbly”
of "magaificantly”) and I bave & eertain relationship #ith LOOK, te shich I sutmitted
pert of my new book relating to it end Eoebal in sdvance, only ic have thue lose it
snd for it to stuy lost uatil I rsally prassed for 1ts return, I'm still wsiting
for sn sxplanstion of hevw to Xebel I sm 2 "luvrid and irresponsible mritern.

Before tuying the Msnchester rights, LOOK hed in its possaession 1r¥nmhb'le
pronf its bssie conslusicns were.wrong. ihuis may be %oo teander for you. =t ls not
fﬂl’ me. F

Sincersly,

Barold Weisberg

P.S.I've chsllepged Merrimen Jmith to & debute before the Nationsl Press Club on
his Sundey plece, my book, tha ¥ork of the Commiseion or sny combinstion of his
chosing. 1= the one men who does not know whare he wes when the President was
kilisd, It 12 for this writing thot he won the Fulitzer Frize.



