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RE MEMPHIS TEL CALL TO ASSISTANT DIRECTOR W. C. SULLIVAN.

AT TIME INCIDENTS BEGAN IN MARCH HELD IN MEMPHIS, WARCH - ,-"‘-’L
TWENTYEIGHT, SIXTYEIGHT, MARTIN LUTHER KING, AT HEAD OF MARCH,
3 ; VAS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID, “I'VE GOT TO GET OUT OF HERE." . THIS

- STATEMENT FURNISHED BY LT. A B(lhgr MEMPHIS PD, WHO ALSO ADVISED o
| XING WAS OBVIOUSLY SCARED. RECET _fg_y——&—_—ﬁ‘:?—f"'rHT

FURTHER DETAILS AS TO INCIDENTS AT START OF MARCH SECUR
FRON LT, K E. NICHOLS OF MEMPHIS PD WHO WAS f{z-r-c?::"{: m‘:f%
nassnvs’:f ACTIVITIES. HE REPORTED DR. KING MADE MO EFFORT TO QUIET
M0B -AND ms ONLY CONCERN_WAS_TO RUN AND PROTECT HIMSELF. LT:
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i AND Tuo o:nsa WEGRO WALES UNKNOWN TO HIN VERE AT um OF MARCH.

VEW TROUSLE BEGAN, THIS GROUP rg:;,w_cmuuntzu vﬁmm |
TRUCK TO GET THEM AVAY FROM- MARCH._ DRIVER OF TRUCK REFUSED 10 ?‘ )l
MELP._ A. W'r_; PONTIAC WHICK wus,occunzﬁ BY TUO REGRO mm.m‘l’ﬂf#" ’/
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\FDLLD‘JEL'ﬁIE PA ﬁﬂ’rnﬂf:x IN THE CROSS TRAFFIC. CXE OF KING'S ‘bdb
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PAB! Tv0
AIDES MHﬁlED T0 STOP POITIAC.
ASS!ST IN GETTING DR. KING OUT OF DANGER. THE VOMEM AGREED.
THEREAFTER, ONE OF XING'S AIDES SLID BEHIND STEERING WHEEL.
THE OTHER FOUR WEGRO MALES, !HCLI.IDIIG DR. XING, 60T IN REAR SEAT
OF PONTIAC. CAR VAS DRIVEN TO BEALE AID FRONT STRI-IT, AT
WHICH POII‘I’ IT WAS SURROUNDED BY ABOUT FIFTY IIDIVIDUALS _
CONSISTING OF WEGROES AND NEVWS REPRESEIIATIVES. LT. WICHOLS,
WHO WAS ON MOTORCYCLE, CLEARED CRO’JD FROM AROUND PONTIAC AND
ASKED DRIVER OF PONTIAC WHERE HE WAS GOING.
DR. KING IN BACK SEAT AND HE 'IIQD TO GET AWAY. THE OFFICER WAS
ASKED TO ESCORT THEM TO lIOTEI.- SHERATOH PEABODY. LT. NICHOLS
Wng!D THAT DUE TO RIOTING THEY COULD uor GEI' T0 SHE'RATOI
zaﬂﬂbz .AND ASKED IF THEY WANTED TO GO TO AIIOTHER PLACE. THE
IEGRCI DRIVER ASKED JUST TO BET THEM AVAY FROM ‘TROUBLE.

) “LT-"&ICHOLS THER ESCORTED THEM TO RIVERNMONT HUTEI.. LT.
IICHOLS Ugl' T0 DES‘K CLERK AND ASKED IF SHE HAD SPACE FOR FIVE

3TAIN ROOM FOR THEM.
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AIDE ASKED IF THE VOMEN WOULD

DRIVER SAID HE HAD

KEGROES INCLUDING DR. KING. THE DESK CLERK TOLD LT. WICHOLS THE: °
NEGROES COULD REMAIN IN THE LOBBY AND EFFORT WOULD BE MADE TO &

AFTER THE FIVE WEGROES, INCLUDING DRe = -
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"PAGE THREE — _
| XING LEFT THE ronrznc, THE TVO NEGRO F!HALES DROVE ON. LT,
XICHOLS DID NOT OBTAIN WANES OF THESE TWO FEMALES AND FEELS
8 | CERTAIN THEY HAD NOTHING TO DO VITH DR. KING AWD VERE WOT A PART N
= | OF DR. KING"S PARTY. LT. IICHOL’ STQYED AT THE RIVERHOIT HOTEL
ARD XKNOWS THE 'l'UD FEH'ALE OCCUPANTS OF THIS CAR DID IOT RETURI 1'0
ITHE RIVERMONT WHILE HE WAS THERE.
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~ INTERESTING pmwanwxs OFFICE IN THAT
DR. KING LN HIS goL: AS LEADER AT MOMENT OF n;gwwum.s

YAS PRIHARILY INTERESTED 1IN PRESEIWATIO! OF HIFSELF AND MADE g
-.._____‘—.——'—-_

EFFORT TO QUIET GROUP_THAT_WAS FOLLOVING HIS LEADERSHIP. SOMEWHAT
INCONSISTENT VITH STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM DURING TALK THAT THE
e i
BLACK MAN SHOULD SUPPORT HIS OWN BUSINESS mnnusnnms, s, DR. KING
FIRST SOUGHT RESIDENCE AT SHERATON_PEABODY AND_ENDED UP_STAYING
AT RIVERMONT MOTEL, WHICH IS PART OF HOLIDAY INH CHAIN. IN PAST
__.“r IS PART OF HOLIDAY INH CHAIN. IN PAS

HE HAS STAYED AT THE LORRAIHE MOTEL, WHICH IS A A_QUALITY WEGRO

FFE_L. MEMPHIS. T .

! DR. XING, ACCOMPANIED BY RALPH D. ABERNATHY AND BERNARD LEE, '
DEPARTED MEWPHIS BY EASTERE AIRLIMES APPROXIMATELY THREE TWENTY Pll ;

THIS DATE. DESTINATION ATLANTA. ATLANTA ADVISED rnmoucm.l.v.a 1y
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