[ Jesse Epps, the contmversinl nnd nlmrp-
; talking former. Memphis labor leader, re-
| turned yesterdag to announce the forma—'-‘ e
'.dnn of ‘& chapter of the American Com- 5
. munity .Unjon; formerly' known as th
-'Americaq'remnts Undop, 1. 04 557
Epps, who became a prummant l'igure A
for his actions during the latter days of the - .
 city's 1967-68 sanitation workers turmoil,
;, visited Memphis as the first stop on 2 30-  :
" ¢ty tour to recruit and establish nrgmuz-‘
ing committees for the ACU. The union, of |
! _whichﬂwampresidem,ubasedinmw

¥ 'x'mepurpoue of tha unmn. Eppyémd. is'
- {y to “secure better family living ‘through =~
|| callective bargaining.” "It _moves Away. '«
 » from the ATU, which: was lycun-.*
‘cerned wnh the dah!s af tenants.

e "'I'hegooduﬂhewhnle ddmmmmnn-
. ity as such, is unitive, healing and leads to
pmdpentv Epps, pmdda_lnﬁgi:hcv; Baid I,
*.in a'prepared statement. * cooper-

' ation, even though some resources deplete ~ ACU out of mchamahuuon,thatu.u pros- .
~ or exhaust, others open up'and new oppory : per together, or in the end, no one pros-
! 'tumuuemergewhmhmnotlppmnt* pers because what one has will be taken

“before; i | from him | the other” . ¢!
< “The transiﬂnn mmada from ATU to Eppa. a former natmnul represenmﬁva
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<. Eppg-was-accused-im a warrant Swbrnout: qws
by a' partner in the goverument-backed
venture of passiug checks mtalmg

. $10,000.

.. The charges were later dmpped on’ n
"_‘!echmca!m' e
~ In 1971, he was. hnnored by Me.mpﬁu
. ministers with a “Jesse Epps Honor Day.™,
The event raised the $3,900 Epps needed
N . keep his home on'1089 ‘Ball from being:;
H " auctioned off by the city. The homé wu“
_‘scheduled to be auctioned because Eppa
i " had defaulted on bis mortgage payment
- Yesterday Epps said 'his®new. union;” " " 7~
which will be open to all’ Shelby Caunty,.-&,,f a5
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¢ Tenants Union as well as AFSCME, Local ' -
steps for years, - w

+|. in Mississippi
* 'jor role in the aamtatmn strike and laterin -
“- efforts.to, orgmue mrkm at nenral lo- 4.

;.lndhmhandlingoif'nances.mdlnlﬂﬂ,

_ residents, is to be headed by Willie W'I-J;,
. liams, thé  current president of the ATU £t ooy
local. ‘The union is in an organizational E 1

stage, Epps said, and he hopes by the end fi L{

. of the year to have 100 DOD members ‘a1 NSt
 tionwide. - : !
It is fitting and pmper that we begm 217

here in Memphis,” Epps said, poinﬂng ol
the work of the late Dr.-Martin/Luther" ! n A
King Jr. here. “We currently have no pro- v\

- gram,-no vehicle by ‘which to implement.* !

.'the drfnm which ngegpoused st

"Wu hope thnl Mempllis mrlu bove, |,
the segregation and racism of the past andg.‘,' .
7 prnve that they have muved from the '60s"

s Epps also nnuodbced the ACU’n endorse-« =
* ment of Charlie Morris for county court, | [
clerk. Morris is running as an independent.
" candidate. He also said the ACU will ats: <t
"tempt to refurbish the Clayborn Temple. i~

- of damage by vandals, 0
4“The restoration’ is ‘not just the: AM.E =
..’church’s responsiblity,” Epps said. '“We' J’
n. ", contend that all of us ha\rq a respunslblh
!Q l ls \- ey l-"
ot \The ATU was foundndm 18
een presndent smce then:
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" from Hemph:s tothe Amer{can Federation
- of State, County and-Municipal Employees

fformer president of the American

1733, hias had controversy fnllowiutiﬁ hi

ﬁe came to M in I%Safter bemg ;
involved in civil r{sgl; and union activities .
, he played a ma- -

calhosqxtnls. A .'r ;
' s soon Becamatbe t,arget of i
ons for misuse of moner. both ;.

‘ " But
wilhm

AFSCME 'Local 1733 in. 1971 after mem <
bers expressed discontent over) ‘secreCy e

Epps admitted to muappmpdatmg Hﬂ 000
of AFSCME _

.' 3 b
mnvedtoBaySt.me Mus wlmregs =Y
became involved jn’an effort to build a 5
}!ez;utmg project for blacks. who had been . :
in 1969, The houses were never built, and
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Church, currently tnusable becau
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homeless since Hurricane Camille hit", -



