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A sanitation workers strike has been go:lng on in

Memphis for some time, Martin Luther King, Jr,, today led a

' march composed of 5,000 to 6,000 people through the streets
of Memphis, King was in an automobile preceding the marchers,
As the march developed, acts of violence and vandalism broke -
out including the breaking of windows in stores and some S
looting, ‘ _ o 2

2 & 7T =

i

]

. -
~ This clearly demonstrates that acts of so-called a
nonviolence advocated by King cannot be controlled, The same h
thing could happen in his planned massive civil disobedienc?,?) & %
%

for Washington in April,. Tt f'
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1 Attached is a blind memorandum polntITTEtut—therm
above, which if you approve, should be made available by
Crime Records Division to cooperative news media sources. J.ﬂ
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Martin Luther King, Jr., President of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, injected himself into the
sanitation workers' strike in Memphis, Tennessee, and the _
result of King's famous espousal of nonviolence was vandalism,
looting, and riot,

Previously, King involved himself in this strike,
called for a general strike, and called for a mass march,
Today he led the mass march in an automobile at the head of
the 1ine. Negroes began shouting ''black power'" and trouble
began. King, apparently unable or unwilling to control the
marchers, absented himself from the scene; window breaking and
looting broke out.

Police officers were forced to use gas to break up
the march and to control the crowd. It was necessary to )
activate the National Guard. Martin Luther King claims his
much-heralded march on Washington, scheduled for April 22,
1968, will also be '"monviolent." He says he has persuaded
militant black nationalists to abandon violent extremism in
Washington, D. C., during the march. Memphis may only be the
prelude to civil strife in our Nation's Capitol.
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