Dear Dave, 9/5/T1

Over s period of several heavily~-interrupted days I have gone over five volumes of
Memphis FEI Field Office files on the senitation-workers strike, It is simply incredible

stuff of considersble historical and politiczl-scisunce importance.

I'm sorry I was not esble to make full and detailed notes. I just do not have the time,
However, . have made sowe cppies. (I'a ieeping my "originals" intact for you. )1've made
or rather will make copies to illustrate. I think that I'll have to have 2 chapter or
part of one on this. I've cut back on the copies because the costs are getiing to be
fantastic for us. Just samples for the future and what I may use in writing. I've set
up a separate writing file not to distin'd the originels.

T'm not tekding time to orgsnize a few thoughts. I'm writing on = *yeat," ulter one
of my walks for the cireulation, while still sweating. Off the top of the head, as they
pop out, theze few thoughts.

Tyis s the FEI ie a classic strike-breaking role. Not the violemce part- the labor
spy pert. Reminds we of years ago when I investigated these agencies. Same information
‘Dw and Nportli.

This is also a unique view of the FBI, of what it does that is unknown in Weshington's
buresuerney outeide the FiI's. It uses eny and ell excuses Yo engage# in & really vast

domestic-intelligence operation, all carcfully indexed in the field offices, not HQ.

The Memphis sanitation vorkers stike was a minor matter until {{ing wes interested in
lending support. This operation began when nobpdy had heard of the sirike of about 1000
blaciksa, It began wigh their interest in "RACTIAL MATTERS," the cgption of a file code that
also includes bombings, this being the FBI mind, Then they have all sorts of other file
captions, by name, by organigation, ete. And for ali the organizations of blacks.Black is
radical, radical is to be filed and watched.

One wonders where all the manpower came from and what else the FEI was able to do,
particularly with so puch of this after the acesssination, imuediataly aftervard when the
Memphis FBI should have been so busy. I guess the answer is they were not really that busy
on the mpsessination, this domestic-intelligence operations being more dupcriant Yo them.
They even used criminal informante on thie strike for political information.

Resl dragnet type stuff. They get = report some kid is giving out the Bayings of
Chairman Mao and it does not have to have any couneciion with the strike = they file it
under the strike and open a “emphis file on the Frogressive lebot “arty because the gy
York Field Office had reported the FLP expressed support for the “emphis strile. “ogis, FBI
Mind, the way, I'm not joking. This did happen, this way.

Everything weat into the sanitationstrike file if it woe black and politicel. A1l local

blacks supported the strike so I guess this was their baais.

Jease Jackson was there? chicm FO provided a letterhead memorandum on Jesse Jackson.

A white preacherx in a black church and supporting the strike? fe bad to be investigatad
and he was, all the way through Im-igration to Canada, where he came from. (Harold Kiddle-

brook is his name,)

The state of mind is reflected in all. Even to calling one of two black brothers of
college age "a good boy." The thought pelice Go not «ant him contaminated, that is nis
$houghts and their reflection in his acts.

I don®t know what the le.al authority for this kind of national police work is, if any.

it wae closely coordinsted witin the local red agqusd, cealled boih inteiligence and

Inspectional. Are you beginning to get & notion why those files really were burned when the

Vietnsm Vet waa about to gain sccess to those on hiw? Fost of it was between FBl agents
Lewrence and Lowe and Lt. Aridn. Both wayse. With virtually every federal intelligence
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agency receiving a copy. A1l the military ones, toos hopd.as to HQ not uncommonly 11 of
each vecord. Dogena of filee in “emphis for esch oune. I think in once case I counted

a total of more than 50 copies of a domestic-intelligence record, The code number of
each Tield office file is on the copy sent to FBIHQ.

Once King expressed interest they were on him wherever hs wes. From LA they had hin
80 closely watched they were getting information from even airlines and airport guards.
in Louisisna the local sheriffs reported on his travels when it was ezpoected he'd go to
memphis, They had his own headquarters as a sowce, I think I've spotted itwo separate
FEI informers iuside the Atlanta SCIC, but rot by namze ¥hen wina: was gwiting over tae
shock of. the 5/28/68 violence in the Rivermont (I haWe the story of how he got there and why
now) Atlanta was feeing HQ end Memphis what was 3n Xing's mind as he expressed it to those
he trusted. They had agents, meaning their informants, not special asgents, inside other
SCLC offices, like New York, (They even allowed a special expense account when Chicago
sent a epecial black informer down to Memphis.) They hdd their ways of knowing what
Stenley Levison and Herry Wachéel were thinkivg, saying and sdvising und it is reported.

u middle-class white women protested Loeb's conduct (two did not suppirt the
stmmm went public, buing roported in the papers. lThe story is sent to Washingwon,
memphis indexes every name, Students? Bvery one named is indexed. Student meetings?

Thoy are coverod, tos. (School offiecisls among inforuents, I have the names of one or two.
Busines: and administration offices good sources, with acceas to records, uaad.)

If there a "liberal Club" at MSU? Naturally the country will be wrecked if i% id
not a subliget of FBI interest.

All strike activities were covered, thoroughly.let a couple of pickets apnear = or
be veported planning to appsar = sud HG got a teletype.

Preachers were sources, Sp was the local vhee prscident of the NAACP, I am cure some
of the preachers sought to get a message to the FAEl and the locel authorities this wey
but it is a fact that they were FEI sources.

125 black preachers met with the Interdenomirationsl Ministerial hlliance and nstional
and internsl escurity required FEL interest. When the "Commnity on the Yove for Equality"
organization, MOVE, was otgenized and became the bakebone of the strike and looked ehead
for other improvements itbecame a specisl target. There is one long report ofi a meeting
so0 detailed I suspect the secretary was the source. 411 the name, the finances, the
candidates - totality, including of what happened at the meeting. Finances, too. This
particular report was three months after the strike ended.

Wes there police brutality? There was. Did they kill and then lie, initially protected
by the FBI? Yes, I recall a student named Fayne, high school., Shot hir and first claimed
they caught Fim looting end when that would not hold that at his home he came for thenm
vith a butcher knife. All kdunds of false clarpes filed agzinst activist bizcks, from jay-

walking to night—ﬂ,ﬁﬁ riding and all sorts of minor and major offenses, Even traffic tickets.

(It got so bad some of the cops were suspended.)

The police story is that King and those close to him joined the 3/28 Jarch after it
was gone for about a block. When they reddiszed they would be accused of participating in a
violent march they left it. The first vehicle they saw was a truck, I helieve a meat truck,
The driver rovfused to take them away. The next vehicle was one with twg black women in it.
They agreed and one of “ing's associstes slid into the driver seat. 4 }t. Nichols of the
MPD offerasd thom escort, They asked to e talfen to the Bheraton-Peabody, usually called
only the Feabody. This is downtwon, the downtown wae not safe and the cop so stated. He then
led them to tho Révermont, Bui Wasldngton FBI was unwilling to aacept the realities. They
ordered “emphis to find the women and see if they would ssy that fing had said be was in
sonc way coanected with the violence he preached against and abhorcd....0r does this kind
of FEI EW imind (Sullivan's) explain the domestic intelligence operations?

Best,
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