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IN A small home in Kno:mlle." },
Tenn., Mrs. Anna Ray sits knit--,
ting baby clothes for the child :
“ she and her husband, convicted
Martin Luther ng assassin
James ' Early . Ray,«z S0
desperately want, *7% L 3

Married this month in the snmple.
" visitors’ room of the stark Brushy' .
’ Mountain State Prison in East Ten-
RN il nessee, they are arranging their -
' James Earl Ray: Simple wedding = Anna Ray: Knitting baby clothes long- -distance child through
ceremony in stark prison room.’ as she plans a test tube birth, various modern artificial techni- -
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L By JOHN LMTA i :' ‘Ray's proposal came as they sat W ¢
ques because their pnson meelmgs alone in that room.” .., i
allow them no privacy. 27+ .1 had brought up the sub]ect of
Finding ' out ‘details of the marriage, just to see what his feel-
_medical necessities and seeking ings on the subject were, and we
-the approval of various authorities - had talked about it for a t‘ew days," ;
4 are Anna’s main gbjectives now, - i .she‘.' ‘;ecalled i i o
!"This week the  quietiy-s oken < 'We were: lssmg an a.mu
Hionde' frestance: arhist tgldeHE suddenly stopped and said: “Will
STAR about, the James Earl Ray Y0u marry me?' And I just saud Vi
" she believes she alone has come to  Yes' straight back to him,. M
" know and about their lives; theu* “We were kind of shocked for a
“*hopes, their dreams, ... moment -then he stoppeg( klssmg

iwesmet when.I was sket.cmng ,; dme and we laughed.” :
for,a:itelevision.. channels “ After their long’ hours of talkmg' :
C3 they&could ‘not<use:’’together; Anna said that sheé had - .
el:as in; thefcour’r.house," she’. - discovered Ray was a ma,n of deep.‘ %

‘d?:,_,__‘%"*‘“ St “y 4 religious conviction. . y £y

‘Theywereaslnngmm all sorts -~ ‘“‘He-has a very strong falth, but"-' .
ol’fsiﬂy'vquestions because it.was':: he doesn’t talk very much about it. - .
~justafter he had escaped..Someone ; He doesn't like hypocrites or peo-~ -
-'sa:d %' Doszyousintend=to. escape:: ple who always talk about: their -
in,how: wouldsyou do’it, “faith but don’t - really beheve =
erewould—you go?"’ : : sl:rongly,'f she said. :
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;'eys met.-We both knew that"
-were: laugh.mgat the quaitmn. 2

~4] wanted -what. as” chlldren s namﬁ he laughed and
rea]ly like, because all' T had read 'said: ‘Well,“we could always ‘call:
] shim ‘one:: of . my  aliases’-He is”
- “As a courtroom artlst I have to 'a{ways bnghtand funnyhketha__

‘bé able to look into ‘people to try fos. 5 Anna “said her - husband "had+

show what they reall 'Ididn’t eveloped a_ sensitivity. .and’
y {Aerion derstandmg of what he had don

S ?wrong in the.past. P i

. 'For nearly a year now, shy nd’ =" “Once;" when we. were' talkmg‘;

' petlte Anna has followed a tough ‘about some of the small crimes he.
schedule two days-a week — the.- had committed in the past, I said:- =
same-“schedule “which. w:l] ‘James, have you ever considered.
dominate her married life. .. - “work?' ‘And he-went very. red and

- Sheleaves Knoxville early in- lhe ,.w?‘s hurt,” she recalled: T
morning and- drives -her -aging - -1 said I was sorry’ for. askmg,._,_ ‘

Oldsmobile for.over.an hour to the - and I was, but1 was gladThadseen.. -
prison.,.;.‘ -that he had a conscience that real—-'

., -lyaffectedhlm" e e
Anna ‘married Ray. only htt.le. =)
“more than'a week after he propos--

‘ed. And. her friends and tamlly- <
“rallied around as her name buf‘Fs_t';—ﬁ

through an "alrport-type : ‘metal
security. detector and is then per:
sona]ly fnsked be.fore she goes to.";
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'Wall" — women are notallowad in -~ +Anna’s previous marriage: an:;
“to the'main jail area-— so she will ;Indian student- ended‘ after - five:
inever see her husband’s tiny cell.: : '

“The visitors” room is stark, with
'only tables: and chairs and a "Coke.
machine, > It" " was: next to” that
machine : that - 'the . ‘Rev. - James
Lawson stood to ‘marry Anna and

o_rlds aM" she exp]amedw Pk
" 'But~she believes_she®can nows
deal with the problems of not hav-«-
_ing her husband-at home, "~ &%
s i “QOurs will be a very strong’ mar-

"There is always a guard ‘out--. riage. When you have spent a year-
side, but we can hold hands and we  with a person and have only been
can kiss, or we just talk, I’m there - ‘able to talk — that's what real love q '
for about four hours, and we nearly - is-all about,”” she said.
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