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S
A

N
 JO

S
E

, C
osta R

ica, Jan. 31—
 

In
 a case that could prove em

bar-
rassing for both the U

.S
. and C

osta 
R

ican governm
ents, local courts are 

considering seeking the extradition 
of John H

ull, a supporter of the N
i-

caraguan contras and alleged C
IA

 
operative w

ho fled C
osta R

ica for 
his native Indiana last year. 

A
 C

osta R
ican prosecutor recent- 

ly
 reco

m
m

en
d
ed

 th
at H

u
ll, 6

9
, a 

d
u
al C

o
sta R

ican
-U

.S
. citizen

, b
e 

ch
arg

ed
 w

ith
 first-d

eg
ree m

u
rd

er 
fo

r th
e 1

9
8

4
 b

o
m

b
in

g
 at a p

ress 
conference in a N

icaraguan ham
let 

called L
a P

enca, located across the 
S

an Juan R
iver from

 C
osta R

ica. 
T

he bom
b, planted by an assassin 

posing as a journalist, only w
ounded 

its in
ten

d
ed

 targ
et, reb

el lead
er 

E
den P

astora, but killed three jour-
nalists and at least one N

icaraguan 
rebel and w

ounded dozens. T
he re-

port identified the assassin as A
m

ac 
G

a
lt H

is w
h

e
re

a
b
o

u
ts a

re
 u

n
-

know
n. 

B
ased

 o
n
 th

e first su
b
stan

tiv
e 

in
v

estig
atio

n
 b

y
 a C

o
sta R

ican
 

agency into the bom
bing, the report 

links contras, narcotics traffickers 
of various nationalities, then-P

an-
am

an
ian

 stro
n

g
m

an
 G

en
. M

an
u

el 
A

ntonio N
oriega, form

er lieutenant 
colonel O

liver N
orth, C

uban-A
m

er-
ican exiles and C

osta R
ican officials. 

P
asto

ra, w
h

o
 w

o
n

 fam
e in

 th
e 

S
andinista revolution as "C

om
m

and-
er Z

ero," left the N
icaraguan gov-

ernm
ent to m

ount an insurgency in 
the early 1980s from

 C
osta R

ica. 
P

ro
se

c
u

to
r Jo

rg
e
 C

h
a
v

a
rria

 
ch

arg
ed

 th
at b

ecau
se P

asto
ra re-

fused to coordinate his forces w
ith 

co
n

tras b
ased

 in
 H

o
n

d
u
ras o

r to
 

cooperate w
ith drug- traffickers us-

ing rebel arm
s pipelines to run co-

caine through northern C
osta R

ica, 
m

.•.4ar 
h;r11

 m
ulch

- 

ro
o
m

ed
—

led
 b

y
 H

u
ll an

d
 C

u
b
an

 
exile F

elipe V
idal. V

idal also has not 
been located. 

C
o

sta R
ican

 au
th

o
rities arrested

 
H

ull a year ago on charges of drug 
trafficking and neutrality violations 
for his support of the contras. W

hile 
free on $36,000 bail, H

ull, w
ho had 

liv
ed

 in
 n

o
rth

ern
 C

o
sta R

ica fo
r 

m
ore than 20 years, fled this coun-

try, claim
ing health problem

s. 
T

h
e ch

arg
es o

f d
ru

g
 traffick

in
g
 

w
ere d

ro
p
p
ed

 after H
u
ll fled

, T
h
is 

m
ad

e ex
trad

itio
n

 o
n

 th
e n

eu
trality

 
ch

arg
e d

ifficu
lt u

n
d

er th
e 1

9
2

2
 

treaty in effect. said local law
yers. 

B
ut the latest accusation of first-de- 

g
ree m

u
rd

er h
as b

ro
u
g
h
t ren

ew
ed

 
p

ressu
re o

n
 th

e co
u

n
try

's h
ig

h
ly

 
resp

ected
 ju

d
icial sy

stem
 to

 seek
 

H
ull's extradition. 
"I th

in
k
 th

ey
 h

av
e to

 d
o
 it," said

 
R

oberto C
rux, a C

osta R
ican jour- 

n
alist w

h
o

 lo
st an

 ey
e an

d
 a leg

 in
 

th
e 1

9
8
4
 b

o
m

b
in

g
. If th

ey
 d

o
n
't 

try
 to

 ex
trad

ite Jo
h

n
 H

u
ll, C

o
sta 

R
ica w

on't be a real republic? 
C

osta R
ica's norm

ally conserva-
tiv

e
 n

e
w

sp
a
p

e
r L

a
 N

a
c
io

n
 d

e
- 

m
an

d
ed

 in
 an

 ed
ito

rial th
at th

e 
co

u
rts fo

llo
w

 u
p
 th

is case b
ecau

se 
th

ere is "an
 im

p
erativ

e n
eed

 fo
r 

justice in this crim
e? 

A
 letter praising the prosecutor's 

report w
as sent to C

havarria by the 
Jo

u
rn

alists' A
sso

ciatio
n

, th
e F

o
r- 

eign Journalists' A
ssociation and a 

com
m

ittee of L
a P

enca victim
s. T

he 
letter encouraged the prosecutor to 
push for m

ore cooperation from
 the 

U
.S

. judiciary, despite W
ashington's 

"negative attitude? 
R

epublican S
en. R

ichard L
ugar of 

In
d
ian

a said
 h

ere recen
tly

 th
at h

e 
has heard about the recent charges 
ag

ain
st H

u
ll, b

u
t th

at ex
trad

itio
n
 

"depends on C
osta R

ica m
aking for-

m
al charges? 
A

 lo
cal p

ro
secu

to
r in

 H
u
ll's fo

r-
m

er C
o

sta R
ican

 p
ro

v
in

ce o
f S

an
 

C
arlo

s h
as ask

ed
 a ju

d
g
e to

 seek
 

extradition. It w
ill be a long process 

cr)O
rl 	

1,11terl nvw
here 

e
s
 it  

w
inds its w

ay through the judiciary 
an

d
 F

o
reig

n
 M

in
istry

 b
efo

re g
o
in

g
 

to
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates. 

O
n

ce a p
ro

m
in

en
t su

p
p

o
rter o

f 
th

e
 c

o
n

tra
s, H

u
ll w

o
rk

e
d

 w
ith

 
N

o
rth

 th
ro

u
g

h
 c

o
u

rie
r R

o
b

e
rt 

O
w

en
 to

 co
n
stru

ct a reb
el fo

rce o
n
 

N
icarag

u
a's so

u
th

ern
 fro

n
t. If h

e 
w

ere b
ro

u
g
h
t b

ack
, it co

u
ld

 p
ro

v
e 

em
b
arrassin

g
 to

 o
fficials in

 b
o
th

 
co

u
n
tries. 

T
he report stated that H

ull w
as a 

C
IA

 operative w
ith close ties to the 

U
.S

. E
m

b
assy

 an
d

 C
o

sta R
ican

 o
f-

ficials. It q
u
o
ted

 testim
o
n
y
 th

at b
e-

fo
re th

e L
a P

en
ca b

o
m

b
in

g
, H

u
ll 

to
ld

 a v
ariety

 o
f p

eo
p

le, in
clu

d
in

g
 

th
e th

en
-v

ice m
in

ister o
f p

o
lice, 

that there w
as a "need to elim

inate" 
P

asto
ra. 

T
h
e n

ig
h
t o

f th
e 1

9
8
4
 b

o
m

b
in

g
. 

said
 th

e p
ro

secu
to

r, H
u

ll called
 an

 
asso

ciate an
d
 o

rd
ered

 h
im

 n
o
t to

 
o
ffer an

y
 h

elp
 to

 th
e v

ictim
s, ac-

co
rd

in
g

 to
 th

e rep
o

rt. 
D

uring 
a

 
telep

h
o

n
e in

terv
iew

 
from

 Indiana, H
ull denied the m

ur-
d

er ch
arg

es an
d

 ch
arg

ed
 th

at th
e 

C
osta R

ican judiciary is full of "com
-

m
unists." 
D

ean
e H

in
to

n
, w

h
o
 w

as am
bas-

sador h
ere an

d
 n

o
w

 is in
 P

an
am

a, 
called

 th
e recen

t rep
o
rt "an inven-

tion," 
C

h
av

arria em
p
h
asized

 th
at th

e 
rep

o
rt is a p

relim
in

ary
 in

v
estig

a-
tio

n
. A

 p
an

el o
f th

ree ju
d

g
es is re-

v
iew

in
g

 th
e rep

o
rt, w

h
ich

 is b
ased

 
o
n
 7

,0
0
0
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts fro
m

, am
o
n
g
 

o
th

er p
laces, th

e Iran
-co

n
tra h

ear-
in

g
s an

d
 related

 trials an
d

 a U
.S

. 
S

en
ate su

b
co

m
m

ittee's in
v

estig
a-

tion into drug trafficking. 

T
he report recom

m
ended that 23 

persons be charged w
ith neutrality 

violations, including m
ilitary trainer 

T
hom

as P
osey and N

orth's courier, 
O

w
en. 

N
orth w

as not charged, but he is 
officially declared not w

elcom
e in 

C
osta R

ica, the m
ost stable dem

oc-
racy in C

entral A
m

erica. 
L

ast July, a L
egislative A

ssem
bly 

com
m

ission investigating traffick-
ing recom

m
ended that N

orth, arm
s 

d
ealer R

ich
ard

 S
eco

rd
, fo

rm
er n

a-
tio

n
al secu

rity
 ad

v
iser Jo

h
n

 P
o

in
-

d
ex

ter, fo
rm

er am
b
assad

o
r L

ew
is 

Iam
bs and form

er C
IA

 station chief 
in C

osta R
ica Joe F

ernandez should 
be declared personae non gratae in 
C

osta R
ica. 

T
hese five, said the com

m
ission 

w
ere resp

o
n

sib
le fo

r b
u

ild
in

g
 th

e 
arm

s netw
ork, w

hich because of its 
cloak of secrecy, allow

ed traffickers 
to run cocaine to the U

nited S
tates. 

T
h

e recen
t p

ro
secu

to
r's rep

o
rt 

en
larg

es th
e fin

d
in

g
s o

f A
m

erican
 

journalists M
artha H

oney and T
ony 

A
virgan, w

ho probed the bom
bing 

in
 1

9
8

4
 an

d
 1

9
8

5
. H

u
ll su

ed
 th

e 
husband-and-w

ife 	
investigative 

team
 in

 a C
o

sta R
ican

 co
u

rt fo
r Ti-

bet, but lost. 
T

h
e C

h
ristie In

stitu
te, a W

ash
-

ington, D
.C

.-based public law
 firm

, 
to

o
k
 o

n
 th

e co
u
p
le's in

v
estig

atio
n
 

an
d
 su

ed
 H

u
ll an

d
 2

8
 o

th
ers o

v
er 

the L
a P

enca bom
bing. 

A
 M

iam
i judge threw

 the suit out 
of court in 1988, a few

 days before 
th

e trial w
as to

 b
eg

in
, d

eclarin
g

 it 
w

as never proven that G
all w

as the 
bom

ber. 


