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Bhelosed are a few Wi Pogt items Kormbluh did net include in his CJR viece.
To make some of i% comprohensible I also inclide a few pages of rough draft
of some_ of wmy m-rnurit:?.nﬁ in whieh I found a few of those 1,{-3_11{53 to be material.

Please encuse 7y byping. Lt canot Lo an better. I'm 83 and in impairved
health.

If any of *this duplicntes what you had in your sories, I apologize for
unstiiy that time Tor you. I diil not seo your series.

But L hope vou keey digeing and reporting!

That is what the counbry- revresentative socisty -really requires,

Ttve been workdn: and living uith another shibboleth, ths JFK assassina-
+ion. I'm the only ons who restvict Limself to the official evidence. Hot one
of ry nine books has been reviowed in aay mejor paper. 4nd of all ‘1:.11039%y of whom
T have becnfeverelif critical, not one has writiten or phoned to cokmlain about
any alleped unfeirnes: of inaccurancy.

Thogé same papers have had reporters here for days at a time ahd have
had unsupervise:x and free gccess to the thi®d of a million pages of once-uith-
held official records I got Ly a dozen FOL4 lowsuits.

Even whon I urs andy Jechkson' f’; one %eterm:‘.ned nan and the Congress amended

: 1
FOIL to duen I'BL, CTA and siwilor files @nd cited one of my lawswits as requiring

tlmt)not n paper reyovried to.
There is no place like T.'J’asiﬁ.n{rtox;!‘f or the nonrevorting of what in my
i
voukhful reportorial deys woulidl kave been considered news. I.illustrate with
varts of two pases of & sovernment "response" Yo 1y putting myself under ocath
and swearing that the FLI wes filing perjuty tc aveid compliance with YOiZ,
The judge acceptéd thot as 2 !defense" and thieatened ny lawyer amd ne!

Ono ZuzgEe judge even hed me act as the Jistibee ‘uep’c. consulfa.nﬁ in one
of my lawsuiTs against 1) Trey did promise to pay me, did nof-', and that judge
even nceepted that!

Hone of the above was ever considered nous.

Hany thenks for your efforts, and best wishes for more Q;E . them,\ /

it ¢ /{';g{/i’;{idﬁ&vﬁ?

: Harold tieisberg

R L LI e,



(Y]

\56:(-,’"'.(/)1;: 0.«{71 frag /3:-_vc‘4"\’€if

,a’c-"z',s
o L2 %

5

.H.._..__m..ﬁ?._

By Peter Brennan
Special to The Washington Post

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica, Jan. 31—
In a case that could prove embar-
rassing for both the U.S. and Costa
Rican governments, local courts are
considering seeking the extradition
of John Hull, a supporter of the Ni-
caraguan contras and alleged CIA
operative who fled Costa Rica for
his native Indiana last year.

A Costa Rican prosecutor recent-
ly recommended that Hull, 69, a
dual Costa Rican-U.S. citizen, be
charged with first-degree murder
for the 1984 bombing at a press
conference in a Nicaraguan hamlet
called La Penca, located across the
San juan River from Costa Rica,

The bomb, planted by an assassin
posing as a journalist, only wounded
its intended target, rebel leader
Eden Pastora, but killed three jour-
nalists and at least one Nicaraguan
rebel and wounded dozens. The re-
port identified the assassin as Amac
Galil. His whereabouts are un-
known.

Based on the first substantive
investigation by a Costa Rican
agency into the bombing, the report
links contras, narcotics traffickers
of various nationalities, then-Pan-
amanian strongman Gen. Manuel
Antonio Noriega, former lieutenant
colonel Oliver North, Cuban-Amer-
ican exiles and Costa Rican officials.
- Pastora, who won fame in the
Sandinista revoiution as "Command-
er Zero,” left the Nicaraguan gov-
ernment to mount an insurgency in
the early 1980s from Costa Rica.

Prosecutor Jorge Chavarria
charged tnat because Pastora re-
fused to coordinate his forces with
contras hased in Honduras or to

cooperate with drug. traffickers uvs-

ing rebel arms pipelines to run co-
caine through northern Costa Rica,

2 sAmzeieass ba meedar Himomingh-

roomed—Iled by Hull and Cuban
exile Felipe Vidal. Vidal also has not
been located. .

Costa Rican authorities arrested
Hull a year ago on charges of drug
trafficking and neutrality violations
for his support of the contras. While
free on $36,000 bail, Hull, who had
lived in northern Costa Rica for
more than 20 years, fled this coun-
try, claiming health problems.

The charges of drug trafficking
were dropped after Hull fled, This
made extradition on the neutrality
charge difficult under the 1922
treaty in effect, said local lawyers,
But the latest accusation of first-de-
gree murder has brought renewed
pressure on the country's highly
respected judicial system to seek
Hull's extradition.

“[ think they have to do it,” said
Roberto Cruz, a Costa Rican jour-
naiist who lost an eye and a leg in
the 1984 bombing. “If they don’t
try to extradite John Hull, Costa
Rica won't be a real republic.”

Costa Rica's normally conserva-
tive newspapsr La Nacion de-
manded in an editorial that the
courts follow up this case because
there is “an imperative need for
justice in this crime.”

A letter praising the prosecutor’s
report was sent to Chavarria by the
Journalists’ Association, the For-
eign Journalists' Association and a
committee of La Penca victims. The
letter encouraged the prosecutor to
push for more cooperation from the
U.S. judiciary, despite Washington's
“negative attitude.”

Republican Sen. Richard Lugar of
Indiana said here recently that he
has heard about the recent charges
against Hull, but that extradition
“depends on Costa Rica making for-
mal charges.”

A local prosecutor in Hull's for-
mer Costa Rican province of San
Carlos has asked a judge to seek
extradition. It will be a long process
rhat could be halted anvwhere ag it

winds its way through the judiciary -

and Foreign Ministry before going
to the United States.

Once a prominent supporter of
the contras, Hull worked with
North through courier Robert
(Owen to construct a rebel force on
Nicaragua's southern front. If he
were brought back, it could prove
embarrassing to officials in both
countries.

The report stated that Hull was a
CIA operative with close ties to the
U.S. Embassy and Costa Rican of-
ficials. It quoted testimony that be-
fore the La Penca bombing, Hull
told a variety of people, including
the then-vice minister of police,
that there was a “need to eliminate”
Pastora.

The night of the 1984 bombing,
said the prosecutor, Hull called an
associate and ordered him not to
oifer any help to the victims, ac-
cording to the report.

_ During a telephone interview
from Indiana, Hull denied the mur-
der charges and charged that the
Costa Rican judiciary is full of “com-
munists.”

Deane Hinton, who was ambas-
sador here and now is in Panama,
called the recent report “an inven-
tion.” .

Chavarria emphasized that the
report is a preliminary investiga-
tion. A panel of three judges is re-
viewing the report, which is based
on 7,000 documents from, among
other places, the Iran-contra hear-
ings and reiated trials and a U.S.
Senate subcommittee’s investiga-
tion into drug trafficking.

The report recommended that 23
persons be charged with neutrality
violations, including military trainer
Thomas Posey and North’s courier,
Owen,

North was not charged, but he is
officially declared not welcome in
Costa Rica, the most stable democ-
racy in Central America.

Last July, a Legislative Assembly
commission investigating traffick-
ing recommended that North, arms
dealer Richard Secord, former na-
tional security adviser John Poin-
dexter, former ambassador Lewis
Tambs and former CIA station chief
in Costa Rica Joe Fernandez should
be declared personae non gratae in
Costa Rica.

These five, said the commission
were responsible for building the
arms network, which because of its
cloak of secrecy, allowed traifickers
to run cocaine to the United States.

The recent prosecutor’s report
enlarges the findings of American
journalists Martha Honey and Tony
Avirgan, who probed the bombing
in 1984 and 1985. Hull sued the
husband-and-wife investigative
team in a Costa Rican court for li-
bel, but lost.

The Christic Institute, a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based public law firm,
took on the couple's investigation
and sued Hull and 28 others over
the La Penca bombing.

A Miami judge threw the suit out
of court in 1988, a few days before
the trial was to bagin, declaring it
was never proven that Galil was the
bomber.
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R LIS FEDERAL BUREAU CF INVESTIGATION // N
il *f/(;uf-gl-{f

12-4-63

Date

Captain ROBERT KENNETH BROVWN, The School Brigade,
Fort Benning, Georgia, advised that be has been active in
Cuban matters for several years and during the Spring of }
1963, in connection with anti-Castro activity, he was " .
in contact with the National States Rights Party in
Los Angelqs, California.

In connection with this, he contacted Dr. STANLEY : .Y
L. DRENNAN, 375 Wonderview Drive, North iHollywood, Califor- '
nin, who was active in the National States Rights Party.
BROWN stated that once while a guest in Dr. DRENNAN's
home, DRENNAN stated in general conversation that he
could not do it, but what the organization needed was a
group of young men to get rid of KENNEDY, the Cabinet .
and all members of Americans for Democratic Action and "
maybe 10,000 other people. BROWN stated that he considered’
the -remark as being "crackpot;'" however, as DRENNAN
continued the conversation, he gained the impression that
DRENNAN may have been propositioning him on this matter.

BROWN stated that he is a Reserve Officer and ; Y g
free-lance writer and bas been to Cuba several times,
lle stated that prior to 1960, he was pro-Castro. He )
stated that he related his conversation with DRENNAN to -
STEVE WILSON, free-lance writer, Miami, Florida. . . — {

BROWN stated that he was again in contact with
DRENNAN during the Summer of 1963 and DRENNAN revealed. :
he had been interviewed by the Secret-Service--concerning o e
his remarks. ; o o

-3 - 4)3174-/1, ZZOJ‘%/

Columbus, Georgia Filo # AT 105-3193

af

12~2-63

SA CHARLES PAUL ROSE : jlew Date dictated - 22=4-63 AN

locument conlaine nelther recommendations nor goncluslons of the FBI. 11 da the property of the FBl and s logued to i
gency It and lla conlenle are nol 1o be diatsibuled oulaide your agenay. : : . G




&

DL 09-43
RID/ds
.Re:\ DR. STANLEY L, DRENNAN

The ‘ollowing ‘information reflects the basia for
inveatigation repcrted on page 3 in the report of SA CHARLES
§. EARDING dated December 4, 1963, at Atlanta, Georgia,

' L
captioned “LEE HARVEY OSWALDj IH?EENAL SECURITY - RUSSIA.

- : oD 1Y
. 7 I &

AT 84-40.

DL 89-13

CSIY/ g law ' ,
1

i

LAY AUES ¢Li. CRADDOCK, grauate geudent,
Universivy of Gl g SErdag Berkeley . Caillifornia, navise:d
SA MARVIN . BUCIIANAN on Novembor 21, 19063, he contace.:
e ROBERT ZA0WN the last weok of August, 1wes, au
Beulder, Colmrado.  BROWN was descerioned as beling
anti--Castro formeriy a free-lancce cox‘rc&,pcnum.u in Cuha
aitg believea to belong to some anti-Castio organizacin:

OBROWN stated Luat, while in Californ:ia raxsing funds for
anci-Castro astivities, a physician or UfﬂLlHL Contneisag
. Hiim and told BROWN he was in the process of &LLOmpu nyowe

recruil an uassassinp for President KENNEDY.

Cu Revember 28, 1963, Specinl Agent KENNETD
ORIDIENSTINE determined that ROBERT FLNNETH BPOWN., a Cantlain
.30 the . S. Army Reserves, was atv that time atiending
infantry Officers. %cvunaec Associate {ourse, Fert poun: Ny
Georgia,




It ig obvious, as ff-m_mlml sugfys, that "the muinstrean press" did, "in-

3] :
cxpli cubly,? abandun the 'g.:-ntra/da_'u{'; story thet was "significant." It was "back
S <y

. s 1 = = e ’ : 4 L v 3
o the national agenda wher:s it baﬂr_g;? belongs" and which it should nabbr have left,

The "mainglrean 'gresa"'irras neglizent on thiss It "faces a challenge in the
‘.

contra-cocaine natter ," of "resf&%iz.c its credibility in the face of public

-

distrust ovér its percsived role iu the hendling " of %

4

ne contra-cocaine ratter.
& = \its

The yyst's pabudsm n, veneva Cverholser, uas £ ithful o %‘zﬁ racord in
lumenving that it and the other popers "showed move enersy g fTom protecting the

CI4 from someons clso's jowmalistic crcesues."

Whether therc weve in th: Mercuty News series “journalistic excesses" remains
to be seen as, if and when it does, the rest of the story comes oube

Overholser right not have beey so free with her allegation of "journalistic

cicesses” 1i she had consulted the Post's own files on this subject. If she bad she
Febrng __,l?ﬂﬁ(@spatch/ .
wpuld have seen the }t?eﬁ’x-’g oi" Pust repcrt dr Feter ..Qrenna.u, from San Jose,

C&s;; fico. The fost headlined it, "Costa Rica considers /a;‘eel;ing Contras

'5301:9: in U.8."

The "Contra backer" was Jolm “ull. e was reperted ‘adis_é_ﬁ'fi.":ﬁénﬂéd a spread
in Costa fea ncar Hiearssua "J?at, as this stery does not say, was used by CIA
planes servicing the Uontras, He had an air strip on it., Hull fled Costa Rica
when Le was charged mith first degres murder in the 1484 borbing at La l3enca.

That bowb was Eplanted by an assassin posing as a journalist." The bomb did not

@b intended vietin, Hden fastors, who broke with the CIi-supported Uontras.

lad also be:n charged with drug tiefiiclkdng.
"mendacious
Kornbluh veferred to Oliver Horth's #insistence" Fhat "no U.S. government

official,fihich aunony others ifveth was, "ever tolerated drug smuzgling as part of

b ~ 14 a prominent supporter ot
the contras, Hull worked with
: ; North through courier Robert
VV\-’ A ! Owen to construct a rebel force on
’ 4 f Nicaragua's southern front. If he
W\/ ;L/( : were brought back, it could prove
/ : embarrassing to officials in both

g’ . countries.
/ ! The report stated that Hull was a
CIA operative with close ties to the
U.S. Embassy and Costa Rican of-
ficials. ’ '

the contra wars"
S—
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Bremnen olso reported tuetb

—1 G
iji Hased on the first substantive
P investigaton by a Costa Rican
agency into the bombing, the report
links contras, narcotics traffickers
of various nationalities, then-Pan-
i amanian strongman Gen, Manuel
i Antonio Noriega, former lieutenant
colonel Oliver Morth, Cuban-Amer-
1can exiies and Costa Rican officials.

ilull fled the couniry.
The Costa Jin prosecutor, Jdowge Chavarria, vced, amoag other things, some
"T,000 documents from the...lran-Contra ‘:meringsé' and related trial ipuifgex
L 2
TERRE s = I | C a5t mati into dr traff;cﬁ’ing n
210 o UleSe Scnate subcomzittes's investisation to ug gl o

Chevarria's repor

M ‘BifEEmnt recommended that 23

persons be charged with neutrality

; violations, including military trainer

i Thomas Posey and North’s courier, '
; : Owen. '

North was not charged, but he is
officially declared not welcome in
Costa Rica, the most stable democ-
racy in Central America.

Charging somecne in the “eogan Wnite House would wot have been uolitcally wise.

Jrennan continues:

) ; - "’T Last July, a Legislative Assembly

\ . : commission investigating traffick-

{ { ing recommended that North, arms

H dealer Richard Secord, former na-

tional security adviser John Poin-

( i dexter, former ambassador Lewis

i Tambs and former CIA station chief
i in Costa Rica Joe Fernandez should

; ! be declared persenae non gratae in

Costa Rica.

These five, said the commission
were responsible for building the
arms network, which because of its
cloak of secrecy, allowed trafickers
to run cocaine to the Unitad States.
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S0, it wan dor then the yrosecutor and mors than Horth in th- Reagan
“hite llouse. Those nwued, according to the Uogta Rican comrission, 'were Trs—

pongible Ter Lhullding the arms betwork uhich, because of its cloak of sescrecy,

u 3 e

alloved drug trafficlers to run cocaine to the “uited States,”

=

o | e e
This fres the Post and aluest @ geven yecrs before its ombudsman referred
to a later stury along the some lines as "excessive journslism."”
Izull! had Werked with torth through [his] caurier Robert Owen." The Iran-
s
Contra hesrings include Cuon's testinony in which he coupare Lreo:r:'ge Washington's
b
patriotisn(favorsbly with %iver lorth's.

'i‘t'pr-e wag solthing to which Ufsn festified that was entirsly 22 ignored

Ly the nmodia, dncluding thaPost. Thsésssess1t was that Jorth sent Ywen 4o Yolokado

to got advice from Robert Drovin.
Robert Lenneth Srown had operated FPalladin Press in Colorado. /% provided all

the liferature gun nuts and those who loter C?‘.I'leil thenselves "’mili‘i:ia" could use.
%]
5

Later he left Palladin and started the magazine, Sol dier of Fortune, When + knew
S ‘}l«l / f{ o eia)
o Ghat is what be rogsrden hiﬁclf as bedirg. In fact, he-wanted-me to ghost-- -

write a bock critical of the CIA frof that persyeciive. I declined.

o T

. —_— Ee s T . .
Brown pjot iute ths Warren Comlscion' s files on the assessination of President

- A, .
“smnady after he as p\t,f fositiocied "to got rid olWGTDEDY, the.Uabinat and 231

r 3 o - -~ o e e g ~
member g of Aucricans for Yemocratic Action and uaybe 10,000 other pcople.”
“atriot that Lrouh iz, end he was then o Caploin gid fruy ressyves, he did not
i

trovble the FOl with the inforiated he had besn "vropositicned on such'a deal.

. -
T

cvma - 4 Fl - 1 - . = -
he BOY lscirned and rencried it to the Comnission when a graduate student, =y
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Jerry Nussell Craddock, told the FDI aftor ths invess 7

The army was not 2 bit ‘cx-\-_:uh] 8l ;,E promoted Lrown from ca/&ain Ty major.
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Lad +ho lran—{lon bra comnittesrads the slizhtest cheeck, if it had asked the
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I for its records on “roun after Qwen teutificd that Oliver .U o:.l‘y{’ sent hin to
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See Svoum, if would have losrned 4his snd mweh mora. Seerdinzly the 21 did not
volunteer its inforuation of Droun sad his othe activitics.
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wblishing end ghad let thet story dic. The Breanna stovy does mors than involve only
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de th: United States. It also

involves all {thoso nomed " officisls" lorth dended ever considered any such thing.

Lorth is oas o ¢ o’“cff nesed

Thet the Simes in deu Tork, the Times in los angeles and the cogt in
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Yashington all gaenged up in assantidiagz"assaulting” ge Hercuty Iews does not .
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nean that the edites editorscl these three pghovably nost influential papers in
; e
the country got together and decided that f they -:LL/dd all do as they did.
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That they did not bave to conspire and did it without conmpzri conspiring ¥
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roeflocts dheir fmbmpmd siiulianocus and independent decisions that they

woeuld defend tht VIA agoinst th: charges that thery thenselves had published
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eorli > but with fewer details end without that “alifornia crack angle.

at this was spondnnecus is nore significant than if i1t had becn after
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conferring and reacling o ?Jom'c decision to do what they a}j.d,@.

I Talse masgre mharges are publizhed against any agency it is proper for

[
the medin o correct ervors and to publish vhati refuftes Talsity. But 4his story

&
both Lineses and 1o Pogt had already publffished excent for the “alifornia angle.

They had publishod the essence and then ab&-‘,‘l‘ab.'.\.\.. tl:e story, :;.1.Lportant as it

\
rorpgett ting what

was for the truth to be establiShed aud given Lo the neople

sy had published, not getting those stories fthey had published frow their files,
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21l three pepers decided to dolond the CIA without zeeXx cc«n@*ultlng the existing

reoord and Without any effort to carry any investigetion forward.

This s not the role for which ].’our Bpunding Mathers assured the media would

be free of governnent intrusions.
Ehis is ot the role of the media if representatives spciety is to work as
intonded Ly Gur Founding Fathers

Tt was ﬂﬁhﬂ rol: of the media in those socicties we opposed, Fitler'd and
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