
gr. Gcry Webb 
6903 Loa Ulivos Slay 
Carmichael, CA 95600 

Harold Welsher() 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 
Frederick, MD 21709 

8/12/97 Dear 4r. 'ilebb, 
F'y good friend 'ill l'oichter tells no he has been in touch with you and 

about me and/or my work. I do not assume that your paper any more than any 
other-has or can hrAve any interest i the assassinations. The record is 
much too clear on that. 

However, there are a few records you nay want to have. I enclose them. 
Please excuse my typing. If Bill did not tell you, I'm 64 and am lucky to 

be surviving as much as I have for as long as I have. It does leave no feeble. 
I know of the campaign against you in the Wx Yost and have an inkling of 

what the )a and L&1 es have done. 
It happens that my file tells a story about what the IA Times finds not only 

worth printing bu-CWimpallighworth syndicating. When the mo6174=rudimentary check 
( would have disclosed that Exner was lying her head off. But the papers and TV 

liked her lies so much they did no checking. 	
yy The CIA would not have disclosed to me what I enclose if it had dried use 

with justice the claptrap it had contrived to zef use to provide me with anytiaing 
at all. 

Not only does the CIA say that no Kennedy knew about that mefia pl ,6f the 
Eisenhower administration, I enclose the first knowledge we know emit eiusedy 
had, the hoover memo on it. 

I have a fat IPBI file on that. It would myRe an interesting magazine 
article. It had to do with 'ono Gianeana believing that Phyllis McGuire was 

4o-timing him with pan Martin. It was the wire man the CIA pro ed who got 
caught in Vegas.  .e.  114,7/ 

Of course,-thilAmft-iiirthe NY Times, both of which knew the truth, clobbered A 
the IA Times over thid lie that was intended to damage the reputation of the 
assassinated president. 

.It was this business that was the subject of a.t ohnson statement that there 
had been a conspiracy of which the CIA was part. 

Thwas for the good job you did. 

Bestwiihes, 

)(.._ 	IX 

Harold Weisberg 



Ccritral hitt1 liguxx AtTrig 

Wallotp"UCXMIS 

Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 21701 

Reference: F80-1042 

14 FEB Ian 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

In the course of their proceising your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request regarding the John F. Kennedy Assassination, the Department of Justice located two CIA documents and referred them to us for our review and - directresponse to you. 

He have completed our review of the documents and have determined that a letter with attachment dated 23 September 1965 may be released in its entirety. A copy of the document is enclosed at Tab A. 	. 

We have further determined that a memorandum with attachment dated 14 May 1962 may be released in segregable form pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(3) and (b)(6). A copy of the document and an explanation of exemptions are enclosed at Tab 8. 

The official responsible for this determination is Lee E. Carle, Information Review Officer, Directorate of Operations. You have the right to appeal this decision by addressing your appeal to the CIA Information Review Committee, in my care. Should you decide to do this, please explain the basis of your appeal. 

John H. Wright 
Infor 	on and Privacy C 	na r 

Enclosures 
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MEMORANDUM FOR Thn Honk blc Robert F. Kcnnod 
The Attorney General 
Waeltincton 25. P. C. . 

In accordance with your rogue:sat of II May 

1962, I am forwarding, hernwith, in the attaclincl 

nealed envelope, a To Secret memorandum by 

Colonel Sheffield Fclwarde, Director of Security, 

netting forth the facts on which we briefed you op 

7 Ma 1962. 
/ 

Vc 0 
1Z     9 WRENC E R. HOUSTON 

OF JUSTICE 	General Counecl 

) k 21 

 JEEueol:s.rrai,c0a2 
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CENTRAL. IN'TEar 	ADEN(A' 
WASHINGTON ZS, D. 

14 May 196.?. 
IL a 

Pi() 

,f0--;1-.1.0.1.1..A.NDIJIA FOR Tkil.:.111,EC0111): 

6U3JECT; Arthur James Dalletti et al - Unauthorized PublicatioAa 
or Use of Communications 

1. This memorandum for the record is prepared at the request of the Attorney General of the United States following a complete oral briefing of him relative to a sensitive CIA operation conducted during the period approximately „A.ugl.istja60 to May 	..__ 
1961. In August 1960 the undersigned was approached by Mr. 	? , 

N u  /110' 

Castro. It was thought that certain gambling interests which bad 	.. 

Richard Bissell then Deputy Director for Plans of CIA to explore .1 nii-t1 the possibility of mounting this sensitive operation against :Fidel 1 ct'ti ii ,i. 
formerly been active in Cuba might be willing and able to assist and further, might have both intelligence assets in Cuba and communications between Miami, Florida and Cuba. Accordingly, n.  ingli,, Mr. Robert /viaheu, a private investigator of the firm of Ivlaheu .., and Ring was approached by the undersigned and asked to establish contact with a member or members of the gambling syndicate to 	FILE explore their capabilities. Mr. Maheu was known to have accounts 11, 13, v'ith several prominent business men and organizations in the United States. Maheu`was to make his approach to the syndicate IX  as appearing to represent big business organizations which wished to protect their interests in Cuba. Mr. Maheu accordingly met and established contact with one .John Rosselli of Los Angeles. 	• :Mr. itosselli showed interest in the possibility and indicated he bad some contacts in Miami that he might use. Maheu reported that John Rosselli said he was not interested in any remuneration but would seek to establish capabilities in Cuba to perform the 

	IRL 0 desired project. Towards the end of September_,Mr. Maheu and Mr. Rosselli proceeded.to Miami where, as reported,-,Mahe u was 	 introduced to Sam Giancana of Chicago. Sam Giancana arranged-  9'  for Ibialieu and Rosselli to meet with a "courier" who C.va..., ,1.:V• ba cis.: -,,..si, c; ., 1 J., , 

JUN 27 1062 
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and forth to Ilavana. From information received Lack by the 
courier the proposed operation appeared to bo feasible and it 
wale ile:Aded to obtain an official Agency approval in this regard. 	b i / f1  A figure of one hundred fifty thansand dollars was set by the Agency 
as a payment to be made on completion of the operation and to be 
paid only to the principal or principals who' would conduct the 
epera.tiou in Cuba. Mahcu reported that Roszolli and Giancana 
emphatically stated that they wished no part of any payment. The 
undersigned then briefed the proper senior officials of this Agency 
on the proposal. Knowledge of this project during its life was kept 14.4 
to a total of Lsiii person* and never became a part of the project 	a‘ca 
current at the time for 09._.1.1.iyasion of Cliboa and there were no 

. • 

/memoranda on lJthe project nor were there other written documents 
or agreements:. Tli4.project was duly orally approved by the paid Pi  4 r 

I' '1 (L3 c14or officials )
,of the Agency. 	 ,  

2. Rossclli and Maheu spent considerable time in Miami 
talking with the courier. Sam Giancana was present during parte 

, of these meetings. • Several months after this period Mahou told me 
that Sam Giancarla had asked him to put a listening device in the 

	

+ i!.• 	l' 
•1 I P, I'l `‘.1 	room  ,._....-.i.-....'-•`°*:4"T''''::"'"'"2''''A .:0.1..'' -.:..t.e 	 ...iti,....+..,..r.s.' - ' 	,,,,'• _:'-<::.::L.t■:1",,.L4,..Ar.....4. At that tame it was reported to me that Maheu passed-the matter 

over to one EdwardDual3oise, another private investigator. It 
appears that Arthur James Balletti was skiecovered in the act of 	1 installing the listening device and was arrested by the Sheriff in 	i 
Las Vegas, Nevada. .Maheu reported to me that he had referred 
the matter to Edward Du Bole on behalf of Sam Giancana. At the 
time of the incident neither this Agency nor the undersigned knew 

. of the proposed technical installation. Mahcu stated that Sam . 
Giancana thought that 	might know of the proposed 
operation and mi ht pass on the information to F...m(4.44m,twwf  

t, At the time that Mahcu reported this 
to the undersigned he reported he was under surveillance by agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, who, ha thought, were 
exploring his association with John Rosselli and Sam Giancana 
incident to the project. I told Maheu that if ho was formally ap- 

. preached by the FBI, he could refer them to me to be briefed that 
he was engaged in an intelligence operation directed at Cuba. 

3. During the period from September on through April. 	• 
efforts were continued by Rosselli and Maheu to proceed with the 
operation. The first principal in Cuba withdrew and another principal 

• 

Cr 
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'wax! °elected an has, been briefed to Tim Attorney General. Ten thOtItS anti dollars was passed fur expenses to the ehacond principal. Ile was further furnished with approximately ono thousand dollars worth of communications equipment to establish communications between his headquarters in Miami and assets M Cuba. No monies were ever paid to Rosselli and Giancana. .blahett was paid part of his expense money during the periods that he was in Miami. After the failure of the invasion of Cuba word was sent through Maheu to Rosselli to call off the operation and Rosselli was told to tell his principal that the proposal to pay one hundred fifty thousand dollars for completion of the operation had been definitely withdrawn. 

' 4. in all this period it has been definitely established from other sources that the Cuban principals involved never discovered .  or believed that there was other than business and syndicate interest in the project. To the knowledge of the undersigned there were no "leaks" of any information concerning the project in the Cuban community in Miami or in Cuba. 

K. I have no proof but it is my conclusion that Rosselli and Giancana guessed or assumed that CIA was behind the projec?;. I never met either of them. 

6. Throughout the entire period of the project John Rosselli • was the dominant figure in directing action to the Cuban principals. Reasonable monitoring of his activities indicated that be gave his best efforts to carrying out the project without requiring any corn-initxnents for himself, financial or otherwise. 

1. In view of the extreme sensitivity of the information set forth above, only one additional copy of this memorandum has been made and will be retained by the Agency. 

rti r49  



DATE: laity 22, 1941 
0)ipt'  

FKOM . Director, FBI 

suejecv: atm= JAMES DALLETTI, et' 531. uNAUTAORIZED KDLICATIOli • 'e OR USE OP COMMUNICATIONS 	 . cc.*-;?<1.  

','iris else involves an alit. . ;n:1 that Arthur Jams.. Ballett4 	an-ther unidenti...Eied 	..t1 placed a wire tap On the telephone of Dan Rowan, a member of the comedy team of Rowan and Martin, in October, 1960.),A.  

The CriMinal Division was previndsly advised that 1/ Robert Mahan, after concealing his Tull connection with this matter, informed that coverage of 1 OWRI1 was in furtherance of 
Agency (CIL) relative to anti-Castro activities, 	t) 

aetivitieS of Mallen on behalf of the Central Int lle
v
gcr:Ice -  

Colonel Sheffield Edwards, Director of Security, CIA, Inrnishod the information set forth in the attached memorandum regarding his utilization of Mahon  in concoction with anti-Castro activities. According to Colonel Edwards, Mateu contacted Sam Giancana in connection with this progrtun. Ileports of investigation of Giancena have been furnished to the Department in thp7s , eentitled °Samuel N. Glancana., Anti-Racketeoring."  

Since the purpose for placing the wire tap on RoWan's telephone, which is the basis for this Investigation of the violation of the Uuauthorized Publication or Use of Communications Statute, has not been.determined, the full investigation requested in this matter 15 continuing and copies of reports will be furnished to the Department upon receipt. 	• 

In view of the information regarding CIA's attempted 
\, 

utilization of toe hoodlum element is Connection with anti-Castro activities, CIA has request° that this information be 
\A 

t handled on a "need-to-hcown  basis. LL) 7.4 	••3 
Bnolosures (2) 

r r̀N, 1 - Mr. Dyron LI, White wzMJS,"DurDST,31216:—  
C.4 t— 	• 

I 	. 
Deputy Attorney General (Enclosure) ON -.7 wr 	• - 

87.z7reo 

LINCLASSIFIab. EXCLOSURE1 	DATE  _2)"ir oilL. BY 	 

- • 	UNITED :3TATEtiC 	.;'r 

Men ,-andum 
: The Attorney Gene:-  1. 

4ve-c•-41-g-N.v, d 
" 	

A 	en tIsistt Atterriey General 
cs :; 	• ••; 	• -• 	

iferbert J. Miller, Jr. (Enclosure) _. 
al_ INFORMATION CONTA:112...., 
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Trism Ton z$,n.c. 

May .41., 1951 

A“THUR JAUES BALLRTTI : et al. 
00Flp NTW., 

On May 3, ltAl, Colonel Sheffield Ed-nrds, 
I lrector of Oeourity, 	intoIligence 	!CIA) 
...!rnishod the following iL.::.matten. ALL 

Cbleno1 Zdwards advised that in connection with 
CIA's operation against Castro he personally- contacted Robert 
Mabeu during the Fall of 1960 for the purpose of using Mnhou 
no a " cu t -o ut" in contacts with Sam Giancann, a known hoodlum 
in the Chicago area. Colonel Edwards said that sinae the 
underworld controlled gEupbling activities in Cuba under the 
Eatista government, it was assumed that this element would 
Still continue to have sources and contacts in Cuba which 
perhaps could be utilized successfully in connection with 
Olit's clandestine efforts against the Castro government. 
As a result, Maheu's services were solicited as a. "cut-out" 

MAheu Obtained Sam Glancena's assistance in this regard and 
because of his possible entree into underworld circles. 

according to Edwards, Glancoum gave every indication of 
cooperating through Mahon in attempting to accomplish severall\I 
clandestine efforts in Cub p.. Edwards added that none of 
Gioncana's etRorts have materimlimed to date and thit several 
ot the plans still.  are 'working arid may eventually "pay 0-  

Colonel Edwards related that he bad no .direct 
contact with Giancana; that Cianeana's activities wore 
completely "back stopped" by Maheu and that Maheu would 
frequently report Giancana's action and information to 
EdWaVds, No details or methods used by Maheu or Gianeana 
in accomplishing their missions were ever reported to 
Edwards. Colonel Edwards said that since this i0 "dirty 
busineBs't Ile could not afford to have knowledge of the aOtionS 
of Maheu and Gianoana LP pursuit of ally mission for CIA. 
Colonel Edwards added that he has neither given Maheu any 
instruction to use technical installations of any type nor has 
the subject of technical installations ever come Up betweer1/6„) 
Edwards and Maheu in connection with Giancano's activ ty, 
Tr! 5P4Ar'''' 	(125— 	 GON,1 ou re/fir -/ 
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Colonel :Edwards ro 	that Mahan did conic to . m 
noncornj,ng th, -3:1-est in ,.:ta 4..%..;,.8 of Ealletti for "-irk tapping." 

Maheu caution°. '1,11ardr: that t1e-Ballet;.1 arrest -. ald cause CIA 

swim embarrassmv.t sin...) Balletti was 12 -E Ile::• s attempting to 
obtain C.overato OD aome "Hollywood people" le connection with 

Giancana's efforts for c:: a. Edwards said that he did not know 
the Toots of the Balletti case and Mahan claims "Balletti went 
too far" in his efforts to obtain information. lidwardS added 
that JIG was unaware of any reason for this activity of Maheu 

or. (1 :...7.cana in Las Vegas and that Giancana's aotivity in 
furthal.a-e;0 of the alti-Castro aCt17iy waS left comp: .;:=1y in 

lifglau l 'ci , )- " CA, 
( 

Colonel Edwards advised that only Mr. Bissell (Deputy 
Director 02 rlans, CIA) and two °nays in CIA were awn.V0 of.the 
GtAncaun - Maheu activity in behalf of CIA's program and that 
Allen Dulles was completely unaware of Edwards' contact with 
Maheu in this connection. He added that Mr. Bissell, during 
his recent briefings of General Taylor and the Attorney General 
in connection with their inquiries into CIA relating to the 
Cuban situation, told the Attorney General that Some of CIA's 
associated planning included tl le 02 Giancana and the 
underworld tq 	Castro.  64, 

"Promrt r of nr 
rwr, report it,ed Ita contents ire 

by CLL. FIJI. rind 
noAllor A n-1 	conzo•nts aro 
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2 - 


