[r, Gary Webb Harold Weisherg

6903 Los Ulives Vay 7627 Old Receiver Rd.
Carmichael, CA Y5600 o Frederick, MD 21762
8/12/97

Dear Hre Hebl,

Y good friend “i11 “eichter tells me he has been in touch with you and
abeut me and/or my work. I do not assume that your paper any more than any
other. has or can huve any interest iN the assassinations. The record is
much too elear on that.

However, there are a few records You may want to bave. I enclose them.'.

Please excuse uy typing. If Bill did not tell you, I'm 84 and am lucky to
be surviving as mach as I have for as long as I have. It does leave me feeble.

I know of the campaign against you in the Wx Post and have an inkling of
what the 1Y and Iu\.?mses have done,

It happens that my file tells a story about what the L Timars finds not only
worth printing but 1 Wm'.h worth syndicating. When the most 2 i/ruda.mentary check
would have disclosed that Exner was lying her head ofif. But the papers and TV
liked her lies so much they did no checking,

The CIA would not have disclosed to me what I enclose if it had déléd use
with Justice the claptrap it had contrived torefuse to provide me with gnytiing
at all,

Hot only does the CIA say that no Kennedy knew about that mafie plo the
Eisenhower administration, I enclose the first knowledge we know anyf‘ffe/mledy
had, the Jloover memo on it.

I bave a fat FBI file on that. It would mlfde an interesting magezine
article. It had to do with “omo Giencana believing that Phyllis HcCuire wes
t‘%-tinﬁ.ng him with Yan Hartine It was the wire men the CIA provided who got
caught in Vegas. . U\LV/M’T'

Gf course ft:h_cl“’ns 14&1’ the NY Times, both of which knew the truth, clobbered
the L4 Times ovc,r thid lie that was intended to damage the reputation of the
assassinated president,

It vag this business that was the subject of t'he;J ohnsen statement that there
had been a conspirvacy of which the CTi was part.

Tharks for the good job you did.

Bcs‘l: w1 b.es,

yL fzc u’(fﬂfu;

larold Weisberg __..-”
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—— Central Intelligence Agency

Washingon [ C 20505

44 FEB 1989
Harold Wefsberg

7627 0Old Receiver Road
Frederick, MD 21701

Reference: FB0-1042
Dear Mr. Heisberg:

In the course of thelr processing your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request regarding the John F. Kennedy Assassination, the Department of Justice
located two CIA documents and referred them to us for our review. and direct
response to you. : W g

He have completed our review of the documents and have determined that a
letter with attachment dated 23 September 1965 may be released in its
entirety. A copy of the document is enclosed at Tab A. '

We have further determined that a memorandum with attachment dated
14 May 1962 may be released in segregable form pursuant to FOIA exemptions

(b)(3) and (b)(6). A copy of the document and an explanation of exemptions
are enclosed at Tab 8.

The officlal respensible for this determination is Lee E. Carle,

. Information Review Officer, Directorate of Operations. You have the right to

appeal this decision by addressing your appeal to the CIA Information Review
Committee, in my care. Should you decide to do this, please explain the basis
of your appeal.

-

Sipcerely,

Y
Johin H. Wright
Infor on and Privacy C

Enclosures
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MEMORANDUM FORTha Hone ble Robart F. Kennady
The Attorney Gonoral
Washington 25, D. C. .
a
In accordance with your voquosnt of 11 May
1962, 1amn forwarding herowith, in tho attachad
sealed envelope, a Top Scerct memorandum by
Colonel Sheffield Fdwards, Director of Sccurity, i
setting forth the facts on which we briofed you op .
7 May 1962.
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14 May 1962 & )
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD: _
SUBJECT: Arthur Ji'maa Balletti 4% al = Unauthorized Publication
s or Use of Communications L T R
1. This memorandum for the record is prcpé.red at the
request of the Attorney General of the United States following a
complete oral briefing of him relative to a senaitive CIA operation e

conducted during the period approximately August 1960 to May I
1961, JIn August 1960 the undersigned was approached by Mr. A
Richard Bissell then Deputy Director for Plans of CIA to explore [Ny g:;},'?h;
the possibility of mounting this scasitive operation against Fidel ,gcl*{‘h“;
Castre. It was thought that certain gambling intercsts which had | ¢ ',
formexrly been active in Cuba might be willing and able to assiat
and further, might have both intelligence assets in Cuba and ‘
communications between Miami, Florida and Cuba. Accordingly, H. Hagh
Mr. Robert Maheu, a private investigator of the firm of Maheu . { 3

and King wag approached by the undersigned and asked to establish
contact with a member or members of the gambling syndicate to

. explore their capabilities. Mr. Maheu was known to have accounts iL B,
with several prominent business men and organizations in the “
United States. Maheu'was to make hig approach to the syndicate

as appearing to represent big business organizations which wished

to protect their interests in Cuba. Mr. Maheu accordingly mot

and established contact with one John Rosselli of Los Angeles. .

Mr. Rogselli showed interest in the possibility and indicated he

had some contacts in Miami that he might use. Maheu reported

that John Rosselli said he was not interested in any remuneration

~ but would seck to establish capabilities in Cuba to perform the 1oL U
degired project. Towards the end of September Mr. Maheu and

Mr. Rosselli proceeded.to Miami where, as reported.—-’b.@ahawgs_——-
" Introduced to Sam Giancapa of Chicage. Sam Giancana arrangedf:.?— Vé_:
for Maheu and Rosselli to meet with a ¥courier" who

wag moing back: siic
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and forth to H.avana. From information recelved back by the :

courier the proposed operation appearcd to bo feasible and it ; N”ql

wae sicelded to obtain an official Agency approval in this regard, M y

A figure of onc hundred filty thousand dollars was sct by the Agency

as a payment to be made on complction of the gperation and to be

- pald only to the principal or principals who would conduct the

epcration in Cuba. Mahecu reported that Rosselli and Giancana

emphatically stated that they wished no part of any payment. The

undersigned then briefed the proper senior officials of this Agency

on the proposal, Knowledge of thia project during its lifo was kept N‘J)&
to a total oI\gb—c persons and never became a part of the project }"\‘“

¥  current at the Tlmé"?éi- the invasion of Cuba and there were no '

14§ wmemoranda on/the project nor were there other written documents

or agreementa, Tha project was duly orally approved by the said M ”fﬁ’
(scnior efficials lof the Ageney. o e '.'}"ﬁ
2. Rosselli and Mahcu spent considerable time in Miami
talking with the courier. Sam Giancana was present during parts
of these meetings. ' Several months after this period Mahou told me
! ‘ that Sam Giancana had asked him to put a listening device in the
" 'zoom of B AR R A
At that time it was report:e'dhto me that Maheu passed the matter
“  gver to one Edward Du Boise, another private investigator, It
appearas that Arthur James Balletti was discovered in the act of 1
installing the listening device and was arrested by the Sheriff in !
Las Vegas, Nevada. Maheu reported to me that he had referred
the matter to Edward Du Boise on behalf of Sam Giancana. At the
time of the incident neither this Agency nor the undersigned knew
.of the proposed technical installation. Maheu stated that Sam -

S a-%i‘}'- vl

s (nsenitny At thie time that Mahcu reported this
to the undersigned he reported he was under surveillance by agents
of the Federal Burcau of Investigation, who, ha thought, were
exploring his association with John Rosseclll and Sam Giancana

e incident to the project. I told Maheu that if he was formally ap-

* - proached by the FBI, he could refer them to me to be briefed that
’ he was engaged in an intelligence operation directed at Cuba.

3. During the perioc'l from September on through April _
efforts were continued by Rosselli and Maheu to proceced with the
operation., The first principal in Cuba withdrew and another principal
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was oaclectad an has hoen brlnfcq to Tha A_uorm:y Genaral, Ten
thousand dollars was pansed for expenses to the seceng Brincipyl,
Ha was further furnished with approximately ono thousang dollarg
worth of communications cquipment to cetablish Communicationg
between his headquarters in Miami and assets in Cuba. No

monies were ever paid to Rosselll and Giancana. ‘Maheu wag

paid part of his expense money during the periods that he was i
Miami. After the failure of the invasion of Cuba word was sent: | -
through Maheu to Rosselli to call off the operation and Rossellj ‘
was told to tcll his principal that the Proposal to pay one hundred ,
fifty thousand dollars for completion of the operation had bgen
definitely withdrawn, . 2, e

" 4. Inall this period it has been definitely established from J»ﬂ,‘,’(}’t 4
ather sources that thae Cuban principals invelyed never discovered (-;'ﬂw ‘-d
or believed that there witg other than busincess and syndicatg intercut “‘H o
in the project. To tho knowledge of the uniersigned there wero ng
"leaka" of any information concerning the project in the Cuban
community in Miami or in Cuba, ,

d . % Ihave no proof but it ig mYy conclusion that Rosaelli -

Thy et . and Giancana gucssed or assumed that CIA was behind the Project,

| Inever met cither of them, . ;

6. Throughout the entire Period of the project John Rosselli -

. was the dominant figure in directing action to the Cuban principals,
Reasonable monitoring of his activities indicated that he gave hig -

best efforts to carrying out the project without requiring any com- ‘
mitments {or himself, financial or otherwise, 3 £

) 7. In view of the extreme sensitivity of the hﬁrﬁaﬁon :
‘v , et forth above, only one additional copy of this memorandum has
"been made and will be retained by the Agency,

-
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Ny
'f:m:=11<:\: - Director, FBI
Y

N, .
Supjecr:  SRTHUR JAMES BALLETTI, et'al, :
UNAUTHORYZED PUBLICATION - .
L\?& OR USE QF COMMUNTICATIONS e g . c‘,('.“i'%"- '
This case involves an alls, | ian that Artbur Jama.-
.. Balletit nod apothar unidentifiod

: Land Lw il wull placed A wire
top on the televlone of pan Howan, a membetr of the comedy tean
of Dowan and Martin, in Octaber, 1960.-\'\

The Criminal Division wag previously
Rabert Maheuw, aftor sonccaling hilis full conneetion with this
natter, informed tha

L coverage of Nowan was in Turtheranss of
activities of Maheu

on behalf of the Central Intell genee
Agency (CIA) relative to anti-Castro anctivities ,}’ (oYY

irector of Secuxn ity,

adviged that

Colonel Sheffield Edwards, D
CIA, furnished tho loformation set forth in the attached
wemorandun regarding his utilization of Mahew in conngctilon
with anti-Casiro activities, decording to Colonal Edwards,
Mabeu conlacted Sam Giancana in connection with this Drogram,
Reports of investigation of Giancena have been fugnished to

the Deparitment in tl%?sa )entitled "Sumuel N, Giancana,
.
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Since the purpose for blacing the-wire tap on Rowan's
telephous, which is the boais for this investigation of thae
vielation of the Unauthorized Fublication or Use of Communications
Statute, hng not been-determined, the full investigation requested
in this matter is countinuing and copies of reports will be :
furnished to the Departwent upon receipt, ik

In view of the information regavding QIA's attempted

utilization of the hoodlum element in connection with anti-
Castro activities, CIA has raquest

ed Lth this Anforwation be
\?\andled on a “nped-to-knpoy" hosis, . _?é_} ' 7

5

1L o« Mr, ﬂ}'rox‘;'R, White DECTASSY Imnr«.ﬂ"i‘:—-"ﬁ ﬂﬁjgm"
Deputy Attorney Genersl (Enclosure} M'_gfg}y/ o #,_255 e
‘ C’_' s 3 i
fexbert J, Miller, Jr. (Enclosure) . k - f e
o ; .~ .. RELINFORMATION CONTAZ.
“extrocomm | FEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIZD
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Yoy 42, 1961

AGTHUR JAMES BALLETTI, et al. g
CONFIRANT AL
On May 3, 1061, Colonel Sheffield Edw-nardg,

lrector of Jecurilty, Croi-wl Intelligence Serar - [CLA)
-Arudshied the foilowlng i-o.cvpation, Q:LL

Colonel Idwards advised that in comnectdon with
CIA'8 operation agalnst Castro he personally contncted Robert
Maheu durding the Fall of 1960 for the purpose of using Makeu
ag o Yeulb-out" in contacts with Sam Giancann, a known hoodlun
in the Chicuage area. Colonel Ndwards sald that since the
undervorld coatrolled gambling activities in Cuba woder the
Batista government, it was assumed that this element would
8till continue to have sources and ceontacts in Cubn which
perhaps could be utilized successfully in connection with

CIA's clandestine efforts aganinst the Castro poverpment. !
As a regult, Maheu's services were solicited as a "cut-outh
hecanaa of his possiltle entree into underworld circles.

Maheou obltained Sam Gimncena's assistsance in this regard and

according to Edwyards, Giabcana gave every indication of
rooperating through Mnheu in attempting to accomplish severnl\\

clnndestjne efforts in Cubp, Fdvards added that none of .

Giancana's efforts have materialized to date and that several

of the plans still are working apd may &veutually pay ng

53}m
Colonel Edwards rolpted that he had no direct /<fvtff

contact wlith Giaucana; that Ginucana's activities were
completely “back skopped" by Maheu and that Mgheu would R
Leequently report Glimncana's sction and inforwation to .
Edwards,. No details or methods used by Maheu or Gisancana

10 accoenplishing their missions were ever reported to ) .
Edwards, Colonsl Edwards said that since this ig "dixty N
business™ he could not afford fto bhave knowledge of the anations
of Maheu and Glponcang in pursuit of any mission Lor CILA,

Colonel FEdwards added that he has neither givem Maheu auy
ingtructlion to use technlcal installations of any type nor hag
the subpject of technical installations ever come up betweez Lo )
Edwards and Maheu in counection with Giancana's actl fggi

‘.
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Colonel Edwards rol:

Maheu caublone -dwards that the Ballet:id
sowe emharragsue .& Sines Ballel{td was 12

obtain coverage oun some "Holl
(viancann's efforts for Cii.

ywood paople
Edwards said that he did not know

‘P02’

that Maheu did comein . =
pongéraling th. “rrest in wusd Yozas of Bellettd For Ywire tepping.”

arrest - ald cause CIA
.2 Ver » attempting to
v 310 connection with

the Tacts of the Balletti case and Maheu cluims "Ballettdl went

foo far" in his efforts to obtain information. Edwards added

that he wag unaware of any reason for this aetivity of Maheu

or C!smeans in Lag Vegas and that Glancana's activity in

Furilhore.se of theCajt;L—Castro actlvity was left comp’ .:sly ln
LA

MNahou's b.ids, \
/a, .

Colonel Edwards advised that only Mr. Bissell (Deputy
CIA) and two others in CIA were avaxe of: the

Director of Flaus,

Giancana ~ Maheu activity
A1Jen Dulles was completely unaw
Maheu in this connecgtion,
his recent briellngs vl (ener

in connection with

underworld pgainst

in behalf of CIA's program and That
are of Edwards' contact with
lle mdded that Mr. Bissell, during
al Taylor and the Attormey General

thelr inguiries into CIA relating to the
Cuban situation, told the Altormey General that some of CIA's
assoceinted planning include

d the use of Gianecana and the
Cas'tro. JI{,rj
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