Hr, Bill Wallace ' Harold Welsberg

c/ o Book Review Editor (who nay read) S s 7827 O F!eceiver_ Rd.
San Francisco Chronicle Frede rick, ML 21702
San Francisco, CA o ( j7€ £

Dear 4ir, Wallage, _ _

A Bay area friend has sent me your review. While ordinarily I take no time .,
to write those who do reviews or those who edit them because I want to apend all
I can of the time that remgpins to me to cobtinue making a record for our- his‘!:ory,
you have written the first i'wﬂriew of nin.g by that pig as Orwell used the word:. ‘
Posner that reflects critical Wgﬁ% you have a Posner—ind‘fced error in it.

I'm 85 now and you have a better chance of being arc%lxd if and when any if this
comes apart so I also inform you of the existing sworn-to truth. ' o

T was Ray investigator for several years. I did the successful habeas corpus
investigation, then the investigating for the two weeks of evidentiary hearing in
an impossible \ in Memphis then) effort to get Ray the trial he's never had. Not ..
only did Ray refuse to the confession Posner attributes to him', leading
your mistake, he risleed his life, as his lawyer had told him would happen, to
interrupt the guilty-plea hearing to make the record that he did not make a.ny
such confession,

As that prgetising and professsional plagiarist knew from my m—_n_g,
some of which he presented as his on work.

Your paragraph on Posner's unsucceasful effort to prove there was no
conspiracy reflects good judgement and common semse I've seen in no review, Let
me add to what you say there that Hay lmew the man whose name he never spedled
correctly, Raoul, when he saw him but he had no u‘ea what his correct name is
and he could phone hinm only through a cuboff. -

However, I think that if he could have made a real identification he would
not have. He would never give me a clue, and I wanted clues for his defemse. I
am not a Pepper and do not consider myself Perry Mason. I was 4rying to craft
a defense. He told me he would not get out of jail by putting another there.

My purpose, and I got him those rro bono .%who in an honest judgement of
any homest court would have succeeded with the work they did with the work I did,
was to try to make the system work. That is a need of our kind of society ﬁ.s it

is of justice, It did not nﬁy of the political assassinations and they
turned the country and the world around. Most people never stop to think that way
but the assassination of any president is a de facto coup d'etat. (Most of my
works has been on that and for that reason gbode all others.)

The evidence we put in that was unrefuted should have won a frial but
if the judge had granted one he'd not have survived, not in that “emphis, So,




he held against the actual evidence but what we put in the record that was not

refuted led him to fﬁzh‘ I;E.s cﬁ%%n, and this is close to verhatim, that .
"guilt or umocenc;%waré %F)Eréore“ him, That was his interpretation of the, proof
that was unrefuted that Ray had been coerced and that he had not had tﬁf’fﬁzmce
of cousel)who had conflicts of interest. .
Ponger is a particularly despicable man, He and his wife came here and, as mx
has been ny practise, to use his words in his mistitled M gafe him
“the run of the "m=#x place, full and unsupervised acces to all my work ijcluding
about a third of a million pages 1 got by a number of POIA lawsults some of which
were precedental and one of whic})llad. the the 1974 amending of the investigatoryﬂ
files exemption. In return for what he degowiﬁes, among other things, as generosity,
that pig made a series of niffling criticisms of me and of my work #n no case with
any taint of accu::acy.'
It was not because he is this @md of pig, I'm used to being criticized and
disagreed with, that I wrote Case Open. (I give all writing in the £iJad full
and free acoeas\{:d what it cost me so much to get because I think the use of FOIA
makes those who use it surrogates for the pepple and most who have used it I
know in advance I'll not agree with.) It was to make a record for our history.
About a fourth of what L wrote about Posner was published, with no advertising or
promotion or to thc.)pest of my knowledge, with even a singl'e review copy sente 2
In it I refer to Posner and prove that he has trouble telling the truth byy acci-
dent, that he is a shyster and that he is a plagiariast, having stolen the
faulty work of a boy of ZBX only 10! as well as that of Failure Analysis. I have
not heard a peep from Posner or his publisher. Not a word.
I am now, with feebleness and as you can see with trouble typing (I have to
keep my left leg with the foot as high as my heart) doing to that stinker and his
prostitution much more than I did in what he could not respobd to, m“(ia_g_e
open. I tell you a bit more about the kind of literary whore he is in what ;'o}.lowa.
~ Mot only do I mve the evidentiary-hearing trenscripts for which }adenn
the investigating, I also sued the DJ and FBL for a decade to bresk loose what
has been brokesn loose on the King assassinatuon and on Xing, That was in federal
district court in Washington, Judge Yune Green sitting. What may seem impossible
to believe is that at the demand of the DJ, which claimed it needed my knowledge
my expertise, she appointed me to assistat the defendants in my lawsult againt
them! I have the transcript. Ly may never have happened before but it is very real.
In the end, althougiq} got gypped out of my consultancy fee that the IJ promised
the court it would pay me, I did get in all about 80K0OO pages. Posner knew all
this, “e spent three days worling in the files of which they ave part. fle copied,
as you'll not see in either book, hundreds of pages. So, he uses those transcript




by crediting them to the HouSe assassins committee, which “ had %o practically
bkudgeon to accept and read and copy (and it ignored the evidence of ‘l:k:uﬂ.e‘C
itself, having begim with the usual preconcpetion) and those MURKIN -records he
cannot even cite correctly and which h'® creits to the K'indnwss of the FBI heark
are among those I recsued from their official ob¥ivion, as he knew, by that hard,
long and costly sult. It appears that the FBI hand-fed him what he had let it
know he'd like because he uses nonz of the FBI's ¢ d evidence of the crime.
llot a word of it. He merely asauﬂﬂes Ray was the msassin and tﬁella dout a Midwest
Tobacco Road.

The actual evidence is that the rifle\aid to have fired the fatal shot did
not, that thecrime as theorized by the FDI and the lMemphis authorities was a
complete physical impossibilitym.that Ray was not at the scene of the crime at
the time of the crime, that he was never identified by anybogmand that "the
prosecution could not place him even in Yemphis at the seesseswe of the crime,

431 18 wee sworn and unrefuted ’E"es_ﬁ.mqny to which Posner had access, those
evidentiary hearings. \ ' :

A1l that I got under FOIA L&i\n’ ou¥ bagement and for about four years it
has not been safe for me to use those stairs. H:?' work for those hearings is
down thore but the transeripts are in my -:"ﬂ?fice. I have no gofer, If I can get
one I'1l include some of that evidence and some of the FBI's records in what I
an now writing. I will, God willing, qute those unrefuted transerips.

Do not assume from this that it will be a ki#f book that some published
#ill want. I did the first on the Varren Commission, Whitewash, got more than
a hundred rejections internationzlly, without a single adverse editorial
comment, and I've had an even woraeﬁ history because I made a suceess of it
without a peny to spent on advertising, The official side, as Posner perceived,
can be published, and the cragy stuff can be from time to time, but solid work
most publishers seem to regard as what it might be, a danger to them. So, and I
ca:}m(t tell you how many agents would not touch the subject or me, I am again
writing what I'11l leave as a recorg for kistor;y-‘. As I aid receftly with Sy
ﬂmhw what could be )b}t!ﬂd.shed because it has nothing on the assadsi-
nation in it but, I have no agent and I, with my record, might be a nahility
to one.

Do not misunderstand khat * mrb’ liability. In the three decades since
my first book appeared, with the most seriitus eriticism of sc many, seridus
criticism %o which my later books added, I have yet to get a call .i{or a letter
compl\ijgning that I was unfair to any of them, or inaccurate. The actuality is
that the most conservatibe member of the Commbssion, Sehator Ricchard Russell,




had a high opinion of my work. ‘&e disagreed with the most basi\qcimmission con-
clusion, that single-bullet monstrosity, and he got screwed in what he was mis-
led to believe was a compromise "tg\ht incorporated his views., And those of
Republican Senator Cooper of Kentucky.

Which you never read in hour history books or favority newspapers. L have
all this documented and the Russell and Cooper part is i'::'?:7 not only my word
and contact, but the Ruseell archive at the [Juiversity of Ceorgia, at Athens.
(If he has not retired, an info;Zd member of theglaw factlty there named Wilkes

has written of the abode for the local papers there and none of it got
picked upe )f

I did not intend to run on at this length but I hope that in the future
you can have some use for it. 'f you are ever near here, come take a look at the
archive I leave that will be alpermanen’c public archive at aﬂ fine, small
local college, Hood College.

Ehanks for what is missing elsewhere, an honest review,

Harold Weisberg



