Harold Weisberg
7627 01d Receiver Road
Frederick, Md. 21701

Mr. Weisberg:

Enclosed is a copy of a rough manuscript for a high school final
report.

Please look over it, and feel free to make corrections or point

out where I went wrong.

Your criticism would be appreciated.

Several Bobby Kennedy articles are in route to you.

Please mail this back to me corrected.

Please stay in good health.
Thank you for your time and patience with me.

Respectfully,

Shane Salerno

3403 Calle Del Sur
la Costa, Ca. 92009
(619) 436 - 3562



Dear Shane, 6/1/40-begin:ring

I've read a few pages of your high school final report and skimed to see what
you have for illustrations and notes. It is iguressive, quite impressive. But arounfl
here it would be due now and I don't know how rapidly I can finish reading it. I know I
won't have tine for writing you in as nuch detail as I could. So what I decided to do
is use a highlighter to eall your attention to whut attr..cted my attention und I'll sone-
tines have a few notes or comments.

I'm beginning to urite you now vhile I have a few mouents because I do forget more
than I once did and becnuse we are having working and social company for a few days.

What I plan is to substitute your paper for my reading when I have my daily walk-
ing therapy. I don't recall whother or not I told you but I'n now 77 and E'm usrviving
a number of ilnesses and suegeries. I begin each day with walking therapy at a nearby
mall. I can tezke only about 500 steps before I must rest. That is when I read, while I
rest. I begin early in the morning. I hope that between the brealdng day and the auto
light I'1: be able to see well enough befor: *he mall lets us walkers in. and that there
will not be much talk when I rest inside the mall.

This is not the bess way 'Ea prepare &4 critical analysis but it is the best that is
now possible for me. There are .any other things on which * nust spend tine.

I'n inpressed by your writing and by the umount you've been able %o get an’absorb
while you do your other shhool work.

Pephaps I missed them but I did not see your notes. I wanted to check one of %he
first because your source is wrong or you uisunderstood your sourced, probably the former.

411 readers are the creatures of the writers of non-fiction. Feu have the knouledge
required to question what is published. And bright as you are for your age, you also lack
the experience usually required. So before I get to what I'm going to get to, I sug;est
that as a general rule you ask tourself tio question, fivet if sonething is reasonable
and then if it is possible. These are two sipple tests that have wide apnlicability,
Particularly in the rield of political assassinations, where nost of the uriting is nut
stuff. By sincere, well-intended people for the most part but nonetheless not merely wrong-
really nutty. _ 3

You are wrong to say, and I'm not checking your exact words, that Mongoose was a
Kennedy family plot against Castro. They didn't even know about it until en incompetent
wiretapper and bugger provided by the B3 CIA to confirm Sam Giancana's suspicion that
his girl friend, Phyllis licGuire, of *he IeGuire sisters, then a big act, was sleeping
with Dan Hartin, of Howan and H.rtin, was caught, If T think of it and can locate it I'll
enclose u copy of a CIA report that is explicit, onyly six people in th: world, all high
CIA afficials, had any knowlddge of it. This is to say, in effect, that your sourcex was
wrong. It may or may not raise a question about your Jjudgenent in depending on that source.

 Of course I could not miss your reproduction of puges of Marrs' boocke Using any of
it is not good judgement. For all his supposed experience he knows remarkably little of the
established fact of the assassination and is often wrong ablout ite You can get the nut
theories frow hin but other than that, only error,

The supposedly mysterious deaths %z start L'rltith Penn Jones, who is as well-intended
and serious as he is nutty. One name caught ny attention so I'll illustrate, not from what-
ever Marrs says but from what Penn did. Whaley was the first car driver killed on what
Penn called "active duty" in as I recall 37 yrars. He meunt while driving his cab.

Now if you'd read Whaley's testimony, or what I wrote based on that testimony,

- you'd know that rather than hclping foster the official mythology Whaley was af disaster

to it. He ever recognized this and apologized for it when he testified to tle Commission.
S0, unless you vould poatula:ﬂa evenge, the conspir:ctors had no motive for killing him,
did they? Certainly not to shif his mouth, the general allegations redating ‘o those deaths.



W,
' Well, Iloq/ did Whaley get kilied? How/did the conspirators close his wouth?

iy
He was driving in the correct lane:s of a divided highway and an oct'?@:aﬁgrian Was
driving toward hiu in the wrong laneg. Ih;?’ did you ever hear of the CI4 or any others
using octégpnarian kamilkazis? .

The test of reasonablencss.

I'm sure Hank Kellum is the:'e, too. So, hou did he die and what terrible secrets
did he tuke to his deuth with hin, Or could he have,

In the wee hours of the early morning he went through the Plate glass window of a
store in as I recall Tampa. So, who in his right mind kills that way and houy certain
is it to ld11? 4nd what did he Xow — or couwld he huave? Wiiat he wight have heard frou the
former Ruby stripper he'd uarried., Do you really think he could have heard anything at
all that could have had any relevance?

Sec whgt I mean by saying: she trusting reader is the creature of the writer?

You referred to the Bay of Figs and J¥K in i%, The fact is that it was an EHisen-
hower aduinistratioa project on which VP Hixon wgs the "action officer” for the White
House, 4llen Dulles briefed JFK on it during the interregnum, when J¥K was resting at his
father's place in Palm Beuch, liy recollection is tiat the briefing was inconplete' When
later JVK wanted the eni the profiect, Dulleu threatened hinm by asking hin what he d do
with the thousund plus armed and trained revanchist “ubans in Guatemala.

='11 not be able to talte this much tine for other comments. I begin with what I
intend to be illustrative,

L
Byt be not of faint hexrt. You /‘{e::chor will not be able to draw on what I can., If
as I doubt you mre questioned all you need be coucerned ab % is the faithfulness with @
vhich you used what you drew upon, |

I wade a copy of the Ula record so I won't forget it. I'n sorry soune of the notes
I wade are not completein the cﬁ{aying. '

On yowr sources again, ny wife not being ready for me o take here where we'll go:
th.n Davis and his Mafia Kingfish fiction. You used the papberbuck reprint so you'l%ave
to get the hardback. Have the paperback with You 20 you cun see the changes he made Ahen
1 insisted. There is a page in the 400s where he says that the man he earlier described as
the tap mafia lawyer, Jack Wasserman, spent much of = Year rumnaging through my files. The
deceased Wasserman, who could not sue if he'd wanted to, being dead, was not a mafia dlu—
yer. He was one of the best and nost ruspected im igration luvyers. and he and I nevey
luid eyes on euch other. He was never here and he never asked anytiding of ne, If he had
wanted those records, all having been discloscd to we, all he had to do was ask the FBI
for copies at 10¢ a page and he'd have gotten thep. such easier and cheavder than vorking
your way through about 40 fukl file cabincts, isn t it? In Tact, he could have gotten much
mor: frou the FBI bec.use it had disclosed more ofi barcello. I was not intercsted in Mgr-
cello per se and did not have those other disclosed bages. So nuch for Davis' dependability,
for using him as a source — which you had no way or laowing. I'm not criticizing you,

How for Davis as a person., There is but one person in the world who was able to »

in his vord, "rummage" through my records - John H, Duvis. le asked ume for help and al-.
though I disagree 100> with what + lknew he was going to write, I told hin he was welcome
to anything at all but I was not physically able to do the searching for him. I offered to
get a college students, he liked that idea, :nd she spent all her free tine for sn en~
tire senceter copying records for Vavis. I have no idea what she copied byt I do lmow that
she ssnt hin both the originals and coples of my scanty correspondence with Wasserman.ind
he would not take tinme to locate the duplicates and return them, (I initiated the slight
Wassernan correspondence, not he, and he never had the interest Davis bases his book on,)

Is your source on the mafia burning the Normany & solid one? I happened to be in |



r
Ne's:r York thuat duy and oav it, e = rouall the results of $he inverstigetion, it was what
had been lmo.n tu ciuse such firs iu the Past, carcless weldilg.

On the sume »age, 11 the naria vas at wll involved in the clection in Illinois, it
was not through th: Kemnedy family. The Uhicago vote was delivered by the boss, ‘sayor
Valey. Himon did nothing about sy irtegu .arities there beec.use lba Jpeugh, could not stund
any investigation of the doun~state vote, which wnt heavily for “ixon.

"i couppriensive look at the conspriacy bohind the dewth o Presidentese '-‘il'*'%:
be a bit nodest and don ’t say "coriprel iessive, fou cun't do that, be co prelensive,
and do you want to say Tiloath"? o didn't just die. A vau assas: sinated, .dlled, nurdired,
stee wnd the subtitle, "Jud.:.(..ldl F’“occ.uur so" Lhere was noie wiiil she wiby $rial so is
this the right way to put it?  wt “he Colurission did wnd wiat the ruI did was not in any
way judiei: )

e

farrg' list o1 (l\.;‘&thé grossly inaccurate, slumost alwuy. itrelevunt, siupid, silly
and yowi; as you are I'.. surprised rou did not guestion aut least relet sice in nost cases.
6

/4= I think that this was not Hongoose, which cane later. I don't know of any real
proof that th: ilennedys or.ered or ap.roved Castro's assassination.

For your age and for the linited anount of tiue you've had to gain various exper-
i nces you've done very well. ihat it is not casy to be aware of when we are young gnd
full or energy and ideas and our winds are growing and expanding: Zs how nuch we don T and
can't kuow, don't or can't think of. Where is an enormous apount you kuovw nothing at all
about and have no way of kuowing wbout.

I do think that you are bright enough for this tg, be a veluable le rning experience
for you, & multi-facied one, If it is, by the tinm. vou get to ny age you vill have benefited
frou: it often and muth. What I am saying is that if you now read what yéu have written and
nake your oun critical analysis vou will lecrn nuch frou 1t, The J oness/l-iarr list, for ex-
anple, Z've not marked all I could have in it, but go over it again and ask yourself hou
could those people have had any real 2eleviance, how could most ol' those deauths, even if
the people had been relevant, be attributed to any conspirator::, any foul play of any kind,
If you can leurn to be your own devil's advocate at your age, partifularly if you intend
to write or as I recall produce documentaries, your work will be .ver so much better and
substantial and, what is very inportunt, accurate.

I do think you reflect enormous potential. I meuan tlis. I an not saying it to muke
you Teel good. Sut those of ws who write in a revresentative society, where the people at
least in theory povern theueclves by meking: their wiches kmown, L.ust tulce the truth to the
oeople. I am talizing about responsibility. Writers assume pesnousibility and they nust be
responsible, Yther.ise they are Uavises, Yonses und Harrs and nislead and deceive the ﬁ'
seople and in this watter, esculpate those who did wrong. The assassination of a president,
Shane, has the effect of a coup d'etat, and that, %o ue at least, is the greatest .ub-
version in .. society like ours. Your paper does not tuke the truth to the people. But for
this, at your age and euxperisnces in life, this is not a tujor criticism. Your judgement
conpurss Tuvorably with that of your sources and when the age and eiperience "o diri'erences
are considered, vou are better shan they.

Aep

But try to learn frou this, includin; not ouly Aghe tests Z've sugpested. Relevance,
too. If you can detach yoursels and give your work criti ical analysis, you will h.ve learned
and grown much frou this effort. and all your vork henceforth will be better for it.

Plesse excuse “he haste with .hich I've don. ihis, If uhen you have finished vou'll
return the copy of your paper Z've marked it can in the future be of help to others. all
wy vork and records will be « free piblic archive at a rine, suull local gollege, +ood, and
it tiﬁé vould b sherce for students in she: Tubure.

I do congratulate you because for your age and euperience in life you have done well.

incervl* Harol:} \Iu:.s‘aerg
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