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5 Beelamen %,

MHew York 38, W.¥,

Jesr Hr. Dellingor,

In todny's meil I heve a copy of a letter to you from Vincent slandria, dated
ey 26, Un that morudng I sent lire “slandris, ot his requsst, 3 copy of my book
by the speeinl fourtheclass book rate, ¥ith 1¢ wes 5 Iotter dated the previsus
day, a friendly letter in reosponse to his decoptively frisndly letter of' Hey 23
If you desire I will provide you with coples o this corresmondonce snd any
raloted correspondance.

I 22 entirely st 2 less to understend shet would seunm %o be Ere Salan&rin's
deceptivena s, shat I would, as o non-ldjRver, tske to be his slsnders und

eénoaky redebdsiting end his complete depsriture from the fact of which he wes informa
end which he ecould readily have checked for himself,

I $01d him in @y letter thst the book wes emupleted in mid-Februazy 19635, ~xcevt
for & few minor edditions. I heve all my work. *4 is dsteds I hove sl ny om
researsch, which s typed., I have the raceipt from the bank in vwhich, after
completion of the book, I deposit:-d s set of my notes for safekeoping. 4 have ile
correapondsnce with the publisher who broke his contyract covering the mal ling of
every chapter of the book, L huve records of the subsequent submission of the hook
to a1l th&the more than 60 pablishers in the United Stotes alone to vhon I offered
ite I stili heve most of the trpes on which I mode ny 3559 These run for six
hours @ach, and my estimste is thet ebous 20 of them have still not deoen reused,
hiy book was g-unted s copyright in the midile of last yoar,

4 short time sge I recelved ar even more venomous letter from ¥r, Arnoni, I $ell
you this because the carbon ir, Uslsndris sent me indicatee & copy w3 sent to
hime I proswme it is not unfair to imply o conneetion., Iz reply to ¥r. Arnoni

on May 18 I cited his errors snd snswered them facturlly, As I gssid sbove, you
may exsmine this corresponience. Hls roply of May 20 reads 4in its entirety, "I
wish %o snsvwer gach snd every polint you made not only 4n your lat er iome buk
8lso in whet {3 slowly becoming your notoriocus correspondence %o others, All
these anowers sre: Sir, you sre mad.”

Here, cartainly, ve hsve s nevw dimension in the employmont o the intellect,
8 new concept of logle and reasoning,

I can only presume the basis of these misersble, pursonsl and fulse atiscksupen
me, But I cen sud I do sssure you of the tr:th of vhat I say, snd you can, if
you acce;t my Invitation = rogard it es 2 echalionge = confim then for 7ourzslf.
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But I did do more end I did go further. In o letter to the viee prosident of Holt's
protesting Vark Lene's false cleinm 67 "dlscovery” of this revsrt (Ur. Selsndria

end iir. Armn-ni nede no refe.encs to this alaim snd sent me no copies of l-tiers

of protest) I told him thot I wse not -he first %o publicly use the contonts of

tE‘” x:;port. it .rl. ,ulsngri?ﬁ%aay pwcilstion,‘hhfzxzi%niake an odd _foﬁ-
I em sending & copy of this lettsr to Sylvi Keagher with the syecific unders aiding
that becsuse of the unususl position she iz in of friendship =ith the vsrious
prineipals to $his dispute she not be troudbled. “hile I weuld like hez;."“’f?"??i’é’i’

80 desires end you desire to ask her, I feel it is unreassonable and unfoir to

; demand £t of her end T do note Tut 4if she Pesls under any confidence sbout the

3 ~ contsnls of sny conversations ve have head, about the contents of my copy tad

8 bock when she rsad 1t or the circumstonces under which she reed is, o7 th

oo additicns che eugrested snd when she susrested tham, or anything elze aboui the
book 1tself, I do release hor from such westriciion, Almost @s much as I rogrot
this entiré 1y shemeful mettur I regret her innocent involvemont beceuse of her
fria-dbhips and I sugzest to you thot 1€ you desire to lesrn who is truthful

and whe ia not you can resdily do so ﬂ;ﬁ:‘ont troubling her in sony way. Just

accept my challenge.
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At the seme time I issue a challenge %o Mr, Snlandrla, snd * hide behind no
lewyers evesions such ss he so deftly exploits for his foul writing, on ex-mple
of which is his "perhups unintention=1" 4n slieging plaglarisme I chalilensoe him,
to whom I sm 8lao sendinc 8 eony of this lotteor, 1o show me euy of the writings
of any others, himself pgR-eminently tncluded, thot I gfled in my book. Yeve I
familior with all the writinge in the £8414, I would brosden this even further,
bu% I do also chsllenge him %o nore a gingla commarable heck aompletad ot the
time nine was. :

A% the some time I meke cleor to you thet I wil! not wila te nis blaclkneil, for
how else, whethar he is e friend of yours or not, con I describe his lengunge in

5 severzl parts of his letter: "It secms that the book has considersble merite..

If he should undertske to do this ( 3.e. credit Wtwx ir. salandris ana any others

g h#é hee in mind for my own work) his book would doserve s wamm reception...Only this
%one men's effort’ flaw detracts from sn othervlise important contrilution o the
literature.”

1t hes jJust come to mind that I cen shiow you more thsn I offered. I also have
correapondence with & lidersry agent snd some leads and sumsries of my own( not
lire :Salandria's) analyeisa @inq\mck %o the vory tim  of the sssasscinetion, and
cther similar meterials,
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This is the luat I shell hove to say on the subject, unless you accept my challenge.
I cannot afford the tire or the amt.‘.erﬂ&umoifl snd its interference with my work
such debesed and cheraoterless etiacks on me « 1 hove borrowed ths down pay-
mont %o the printer. I worked entirely without either incoms or subsidy, zoing furth
er in debt to do ths work, I nos haven't the =lightest ides whers the comdng noxd
poyment to the printer, due Jume 10, will cemo from, and I freely aclmovledzn the
added difficulties Mr, sslendris and Mr, Arnoni hsve placed in my waye is I did not
“$tack ¥re Calondris for his teisting of the clear mesning of the F3I repart into

& defense nf the msjor culprit; oz I did not use Merk Tsne's flsae claima for the
mich=needed exploitation of nmy own booky as I hove not even written Trevor-Roper
zbout his own trlsting of the fucts to justify, along with liark lsne snd ire Solondily,
their obvious effort %o malks Eerl Ferren perszonslly the grnt in this horrible thing
thet hos haprened in our countryy snd as 4+ hsve sourht to protsct even Mr. Arnoni

rom the just consequences ol hil: own irresponsibility, sd I 4ell you thot, unless
¢ompelled 2o ennther course, I am done with this, IP there is anything olse wou would
like of me, ssk i%, There sre meny constructive things lir. :mlendria hns, despite hds
quite exsprerated concept of ~hat he has dons, left unione, rnd I'y working on them.
1 sha11 acknowledze no more such slanders or intruaions. S4ncaer-ly,
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Aglde from this, there is the word of my wife, who typed soll of my nodes und
my manuseript, but I presume swch minds ss hove recently been x‘evea'ﬁed t0 me
would presume srything che would say ¢0 be lalse, There then romsins what I
believe I can show you, although I csmot no®/ taks the time to check my files
to confirm 1%, my aporosches to major newspapers with my snulysis cf the Hapart
withvs month of 1ts isuuance and my 4nforming ;%o.pmminent publie officisl of
t o3 things 1 was discovering ss I discovered then.

Those of lesser enegfy or dedication msy be unwilling %o b-lieve i3, but I worked
not less than 20 hours e day during the entire period I was working on my book,
Liany days Ifsorked around the clock, without going to bed et 21l. iy ususl woriing
dsy, in falt, was longsr than 20 hours. I kept three tape machines, for the purchasa
of vhich I slso have racords, busy. I still work this way, although impaired

by o few foul Intrusions into my time and thouzht, Not one morning this week did

I foil,to be at work by five s.m. 8t the latest, »nd I began as early ss fours Not
one night did I retdre until sfter 11, By 10 o'elock this moming I hag conpleoted
i® 18 puges of the dreft ol » megszine piece on this subject,

In all the time I was working on my book I do nmot belleve I bowght a single
magazine, yours, Araoni's or sny other. The esrilsst writingz I ecun now recnll
having seen other than my own was Dwight Mac@onaldbs Masouire plscs, which I saw
elter I had Tinlshed my book in Fsbruary 1965, Tho few copies of your and Arnoni's
megazines I hove were givaa me by others afier Yhey resd $hem. And even oxamination
o9 these, especially of Mr, Salandria's writing, will revesl that slthough we
ofteh dealtlf with the same wmaterial, we dealt with it difrferently,

Especially is this trus of his hondling of the FBI rerort, with which I &sies v
the sharpest possible disagreemant. “t i3 equally true of his deificatinn of ths

FBI and its agent Frazéer mnd his sheltering of J. Edgasr Heover in his honiline
of the ¥3I report. ¥r. Sslandria dedicated an article to Frazier snd, so none cmuld
forget his glorification of the FBI, rpiuded his resders of this %o bim salisnt
fact in the subseuent issue. L leeve 4o Mre Sslondrie's oun bulief and conseiance
his trestment of this muterisl,

Alshough I ¥new of ¥r. Sslandria’s srticle on the FEI roport, * a completad
my om Fostscrint on 4t e fors I saw if, oven the single page vhotocopy Sylvia
lieagher moiled mee I also knew the srchive wns oven, #nd as my correapond nce
with Sylvis Meegher will revmal, If she elects %o do this, 1 discourzged her
and regroffed others attracting stiention tp it, This ws my bellef, I belleve 1t
waa importsnt for all that pos ibly cou]d,,to be declassified. 'fhere is nothing
in this FBI report thet i3 uot slresdy in nmy book, as you will see 1T you romd
ite In fact, it says essentiolly what the FRI itself lenked, aside from the fact
that the non~fatel bullet went nowhera, snd thls is clesr from the testimony of
Jellerman snd the -utopsy deetors, whoml cuoied, .

1 did not snssult sy, slsndria for why I repard as his imiorsl use of this reports.
But I did ackowleige in my bork, for no other purpose, as you will ses if you

Jo~k 2% page 192, then %o record thet he used this report before I did. retuslly,
there was no ethicel renuirsment for this. From the time Manchester had access to
the Tiles it waa not pos:-ible for sny other legitimods resesrcher tn be dendled
acceas io theme I do not know when I firat knew of hiz sceeas, btut without checking
ray %L files 1 know it was more thesn 8 yesr sgo, for I recens$ly saw o c¢linping

on this deted that for back. setuclly, I s#lso introduced his writings 4o 8 london
nswepaper in competition with my own, for they were considering serialization of
my book if it %3S published in Znglanid, snd they hove not yet rejected ite I ssk
you, weh% mo-s could nny felr porscn sxpect of rou



