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Mr. Vincent J, Salendria
2228 Delsncey Pl.
Philadelphia, Pa. 3
Dear vince,

This letter is the beginning of the record I promised you I would meke
of the awful thing you have beemn doing and have Just eccomplished. Yathave juss
protected the Warren Report, Attorney Gemeral Clerk ami everyome in any remote

way comnected with the assessinstions and their investigetions from totsl

accomplished for itself. In the course of so doing, you have probsbly ruined

Jim Garrison's reputetion among not :}ust'eritica, ‘but among all those decent
people who do have en understsnding of the fset and dom or will come %o under-

stend the unparmlleled opportunity ymw the exploitation of which Yyou prevented.

Particularly tecsuse of your unreined paranoia that slmost everyone

U destruetion. You have done for the govermmsnt what it ecould not possibly ,hmré

else is en agent, a terwor you assiduously transmitted %o Fim, do I emphasize that
if you were an agent you could not possibly have accomplished es much. I could build
a much better case of agency agsinst you than you have against anyone.

It hes, to me, been one of the tregedies thet you, ons of the firste

pubdished erities, were the first %o ebdicate and were strong in your efforts te
persuade the rest of us continuing the fight for truth enad the integrity of our
society was a futility. It is possible o interpret your recent sctivity smd in-

injudicious .
Iugidtedo use of your influence as a conscious or subconscious attempt to justify
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your onw abdication, your cowardies € your quitting.
J %
It is also possible to argue that you sre engeging in a self-justificetion
because you not only refused to help but tried to dissuede me when I & sked you bo

act as my lawyer in en effort to bring out what you have just preventad Jim from doing.

You are consistent,
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In talking to me Fridaj night you mads much of your judgemsnt, snd I
asked you to examine ths record ik has made for you. I shall, to a limited degres,
for I have no time for the gilding of liklies. It is your om excellent Judgement,
you said, the$ you had to use for Jim's benefit. In each of the few of the available
instances of your judgement that I will cite I  ask pou to pretend you sre not invol-
ved, that you are impartisl, snd then ask the question, TIs this inconsistent with
the action of an agent®™

My firs® exl;erience with you and your "Judgement™ was when you prevented
Dave Dellinger's publication of & review of VHITEWASH. Jtcn.t then sccused me of plag-
iartim, saying I hed drawn on the work of others {nnn-e:;iatent at the time I wrote
that book, as you should heve known)., ¥hen I challenged you and disppoved your
slender, actually in the form of blsckmail, ':I.ntehded to force me to give you credit
for what I had done, you foldewddtbhe course of Salendria honor and did not with-
draw your foul snd self-serving slanders. This firet instsnce of Salandris "judge-
ment" cost me and honest critieism of the Warrem Heport access to the progressive-
peace press, for had "Liberation", in that very early day, p=id attention to solid
criticiam of the Report in honest books, thet press might not thereafber have besn
silent for so long.

Then there is yéux " judgement" in your writing about the bullets. You,
the progressive lawyer, ihe mem who detests the excesses o.f the FEI, actually
dedicated your writing to an FEI sgent, Frazier. Eou ike® praised him esetatically
for his false, deceptive and mcially—compting.testimny before the Commission.
Had Frazier testified really houastly, the framsup of Uswald and with him that of
history would have been impossible. You dedicated your w'riting to him, thus, inher-
ently to his agency and J. Edgar Hoover.

“onsistent with this is your hsndling of the FBI report when you wrote
sbout it, Not once did you meantien the faet that the FBI, the same sgency %o which,
in effect, you dedicsted your labor, pretended to provide the definitive report on
the murder of the Prssident w:ithout accounting for 31l the shots it knew hed been

fired and without% even accounting for all the injuries it new had been inflicted,.
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At that time my disposition was t.o clobber you for your stalwart defense end pro=-
tection of the FBL, How I now regret I did not, thet I decided this could be the kind
of error the potentiel for which was carefully buil% in by the othar side, the sort
of oversight that waz possible with the needless compléxity of the materiel, I eccept
Tull responsibility for this and acknowledge my own judgement was deficient, that
your glorification of Frazier and his agency should have decided me otherwise,

“ubte consistent with all of this is your execellent judgement when you
began to study the Zepruder film, fou were devoubly convinced end tried to persuade
everyone that Connallf could not have been hit until, vhet wes it, Freme 287 (1f s0,
you picked a good one, for that or ome close does not exist)? Do you have to be
reminded of your boorishness when you were invited to partici’pate on a radio progrem
that was supposed to be mine, when you fillibustered with eonsummete verbosity for
most of the four hours on just this? That certainly was one way of being on a
program Tor THITELASH, the first sn .that eres snd on & station with so widsspread
an sudience, This conduct of yours, whatever caused it, is not inconsistent with that
of en agent trying to mislead and to demy attention to genuine mritical writing.

With this record of hindering me and a solid work, who did you - help?

Epstein, snd the neme should be enough commentary. Thempsen, the man who came u;:
with the copout formule thet might zet the govermnment off the hook . What better
examples ¢an be cited of your superd judgamenté

I skip to your December whirlwind in New Orleans, where you spent
evarﬁ,m;nute you could to persuading J11:1 he should trust nobody snd that everybody
was or is sn agen%t. “his Was unnecessary, was not warranted by any fact. In doing
this you succeeded in separating him from some he might have gotten worthshile
help ecd judgements from and were your own terror campsign agzinst him end his
peace of mind. You could not have done more to frighten and disorisnt him, Thef,
for no reason at all, you mixed with yéu:r.' pose of gf?ay eminence a stance a=z
Counteragent No. l. You went around and put on guasrd those who might be, for no

reuson, based on no knowledge, sna with such ferocity of determination it was not

possible to stop you. Lou then blew an excellent chence of inflicting the greatesi



damage on the other side and in t-he doing}elaid a foundation for grest hurt to us
and Jim. There was no possibls raﬁ onal reason for the things you did and seid, mo
possible constructive purpose to be served by them. Jaffe hed slready agreed %o
surrender his credentials wilunterily, es I haed persusded him earlier that morn-
ing, when he acknolwledged to me that he mighd.: elrsady have hurt ':im. by the things
he hed done while he carried them. Bgesuse it ie unpsrdonable for a vrivete citlzen teo
| presume to speak for the district atiorney of a msjor city, snd in such a case, I
did not tske them. Only 3= you have the truly superior judgem:.nt thet impels you
to do such things, publicly and to encmies, so thers will be no secret about i1t. He
is not the only one I so persuaded, privately, without stink or the possibility of
hermful publicity for Jim. So, the one major .aocomplishment of thot outstanding
demonstration of Selundris judgement,good sense and real diplomsetic taét, that
ouintessence of understsnding of agents and how they work - and of counter-intelli-
gence know-how - was to immediately warn Lomarre. True genius—- Salandria style.
With this but part of your record yo_ﬁ pretend o have judgement not
demesning to a pre-puberty "‘longolian 1diot? You presume to sdvise snyons?

You pose as Jim's friend? Yet thoss things you beve so loudly, so

ostentaciously done in his name camnot ﬁut hurt bhim. I espnot belisve your own
experience in the world did not so warm you, as I cannot ignore that with ell
the vehemence possible you did it.

How you could presume to hold en opinion on %l current matter without
the most cereful analysis of the pgpers Clark filed in court with your tralning
as a lawyer emcspes comprehension. rhen you did this, with complete abandorment of
logic and reason, snd 1 tifed to geb you io understend what, for the Tirst time, we

really bad, you Were never Oonce responsive. Bgcause others were present, ‘.l: vresums,

you never cnce let me finish a thing without an interruption that was in no single
instance germeine. Prior to Fensterweld's arrivel, all ycu would talk sbout was the
inevitabild tyxthat he, too, is on agent. The reason boiled down to thet he ¥ad failed

o overtnrow the governm:ntl
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ot once were you evsn in point, not once did ycu meie t 2 slightest
effort to respond to or refute anything. You had an angwer for everythihg: a trap!
¥ould that # hed more such traps and fewer "Triends" and "helpers' like. you! It
Juat 1s uot poszible to adeguately describe your nee of the word %rap", for with
what I hsd by then already discovered in the papers =% igsue in that wry court,
it was a "4rap" like nore other, ever., What we have is the Attorney General certify-
ing the Warren Heport and its account of ;l;:'!i investigetiorz of the mrder of the
Presidantwrwza's& fraudulent and that key witneases hed pbrjured themselves. e did hawe
an ocui, now that he had be n forced to provide deseriptions of the suppressed evi-
dence we had not previously had.-ge eculd plead the evidence wae faked!

Some trap! Some Judgement! Some Sslandrial

¥hoever wes repponsible for thet timé‘-nick thone csll to ﬁ‘uma Bartel
in the eocuriroom wes also responsible for the preservation of this menster Warven
Reapr.\rt and everythivg flowing from and connected with it. His stsctacylar success
would have been short-lived had it not been for your valorous backstopping. For
the first time, in s ccurt of lew - and in ¥echington! = we had a chance of deing
what haed never been done and whet had never before besn pessible, snd you prevented
it! For the firet time we could, in a court of lzw, have estebliched the invelidity
and much more - the motive - snd you saved the government end its henchmen.

And you dare talk of others zs sgenta?

Ilad we en able to go ahead, we wnu}:d have done more thun accomplish
whet is clesar from the sbove. We could have protected Jim. A victory in Fezhingion
would hsve validated all hi= cleims of govermment interference that toduy stand
without support to the average citizen snd the press. Agsin we wonld have domal more,
Ve would hsve given him a vietory much more significent then convinting Clay Shaw
cen possibly be. Simulteneously, we would have Ipu‘u him in the position ghere even

& defeat in the Shaw case would have beem a wictory for him. All these things your

great Judgement snd dedicsted frisndship spared him.
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Inevitably on® wio has written wmuch fiads what he has writéén somd times
appropriete in other cases. 1 refsr you to the epliogus tu ﬁEITEﬁ&SH ii, vhers I
sddress myself to the record of the lats Pregident's "friends", On the first page
of this strongly-folt writing I say "The leste Fresidont had such friends he hed zo
nesd for enzmies., Caesar's frisnds had move bono*. “hey werked in tho open.” Thalever
your motive, nothing could beiter describe your "friendship" with'Iim, your perfor-
mence as his trusted "friemd”. It is like castration as 2 dizease prevecative.

T cennot ignore what I heard Fridey night snd what you did Saturdsy
morning, Bud phoned me early to tell me of your call to him; In the midile of the
loudest possible denuncistion of any mofe in Wushington, the one place we could not
lose by moving, Jim phoned you. You them, pointedly, said you were moving the
phone to me close to the one %o him so I could hear wnat ﬁou weie saying, and you
went out of your wey %o let him know. Vihat you thaﬁ did and said is as opposed to
what ycu.stopped doing and seying to me as it could possible be. Sinee it wss,
as you knew, not necessary to move tik phone, it f;n did¢, For I heard everything
anyray, I csn only aasﬁms your words were for Jim'e bencfit, in tnis case synom-
ymous with deception. Then you imwediately furn arcund when you think you had
disarmed me and do the opposite sgain. If this does not provide a measure of judge-
mens, it certaihly does of honor and honorabls intent. Without putting vas phone
down you tell me you are unaltorably opposed to procesding and simulteneously
tell Jim you see nmo good reason why he should not{ Then you eons back o the phone
to me and tell me the same thing all over again, we should proceed. You sure
wanted to be certaln I got the massaga,'didn;t you?

Without carrying this further, which is possibls, I tell you I think
it makes a parsuseive argument thet you are, indaed, what you cell everyoae else,
an agent., I also tell you what you have often heard me say, whether or nct & msi

does what he does for pey is not as significant as the effect of what he dces.
You have made your ovn record, apd I shall do with it what I can. “% 18 not

impfrtant to me Yo decide whether or not you ars or could be zp egent. It 1= suffig-
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icient for me to uaderctand that 1f you sre en agent whet you heve done is more
honirable, for then you will have besn faithful to soma trust, have dons ;hat some-
one had tha right 4o expzet of you.

y'rm have written the most invidious pert of ocur histcr;r. No Schiller,
no Thompson, no Epstein, no querts of "frisnd™ like Salingsr hss Lesn gble
%o mpproach wiat you heve done. 1% mey be yeers before this csn be properly
recorded, for there is constructive work tn be dpna. Eventuslly, it must be.

You must get full credit. Youu hsve esrned 1t.

Bgaring on whether ot not youksre or might be an esgent is your
cualificaticn. If you ers nci you do meet 8 prime prerequisite, s psycholecgiesal
ones There is preference Zor those with psrenocis end o tendency for self-destruction.
) Like al 1 paranoids, you cen be end still not be swuore, believe any effert 4o s=o
sugrest is pert of & %remenducus cempaign in some way to "get” you. But if you =re
not sn agent, you certainly sre = very sick man. I doubt you woulsd hecd my advice
or that of snyone elee, but if you are not an sgent you are lone overdue iv seeking
formpstent help, On this sublect vou are completaly irre®innel, your reactiuns.are
without sonse or possibility of accompiishment.

48 T %01d you in Few Orleans, thase £-ightful things you do, regerdless of
what impels them {Moo has an spb Shrase sbout how much Chster's scout had earned
Custer's trust), so unsettle me they mske it impossibls for me %o work well for
several days. If you persist in this dubious career, do me the favor of doing it
without any contact at all with ns.

I1f sickens me %o write one of us as f heve you. L $0ld you I would,

I have but s =single commsnt to add: if you are an azent, my hat is off and

my c2pz s7irls,.

Sincerely,

Harceld Weisberg
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Dear Bud,

Although yeou know end have known ay eopinion of |':s.ncea for some time,
I never dresmed he was cepsble of this treachery, to have had me listen in on
his end of hie conversation with Gerrisen and then, so repidly, do whet hs eould to
effeet the mbriwmzxz oprosite,

Fhen you get this you will know + bhave mailed the lstter to bim snd
to Lou Ivon for Jim. Other ¢oples are going to Sylvis, Hécy =nd Schoener only,
The others (save those with whom Booh will talk) are unworthy of serious censifers-
tion.

When we meet again, reming me to tell you of a good development thet,
fortunately, has no conusction with “ew Orleszs.

I want %o go further with what L tried to persusde you thiz morning.
This 4s & erisis point for all of us. This #Ell set Isck eny effort to got access
%o vhat has been suppressed mores then enything the govermment can de., I thersfore
feel 1t 1s urgent thet we iake cortain imrediate steps.

Bhether you go =ay further or not, I sgein ask you to et least anncunce
that you ere filing s auit for me under the freedom of informat¢ion act end possibly

- otbars. If you fesl that you cennod, or if you later feel that you should not go

further, I will hove had time to try and gt another lawyer, _ft is possible this
inemcusesble triung mey moke that semier. But this ennouncenent coming on the heels
of Garripon's aBffication will kesp all of us a little further from his brugh, I
have exhsusted my sdministrative remedies, more thsn onee, and sstisfy that re-
roquislte. I ulsc heve & very broad ares I can cover, of which the pletures end
Z-ruys sre L@t one, The others sre without Justification, have no fictitious
contract to suprort them or givée the goverament the poesibility of invoking.

It will be very hed for 21l of us if we stop here, leaving the record Gerrison
heg mede. I will also moke things more difliecult, encoursge the government 4o

do more oi the sams,

If you will reesll how muech I wsnted us to bold a press conference on
the filine of ths brief srd consider what we might have accomplished with a little
ettention that wes then possible, you e¢an 1 rhops better understsnd oy urgent

‘desire that we hold one now. This new Gerrison thing will focus attention on sny

press conforence kayed to i%t. “4th what I em then disclose, we do have s chanee of
coming out of thls rether well ond getting e few telling pointa acercss. If we do
not% do this we join Garrison, becoms pert of whet he has done, Had I the gapability
of doing this aloms, 1 would. It presents m numler of possible 1f not probsble
developments. One, with the judge =s interested as he seems 4o be, with s little
atiention in the msdia, should he bs 8o disposed, he might harken beack to what

1 4id get in the record, that he had been 1ied to, deceived and impossd upon, that
the pepers filod do not say whatkhe was diifAléd £¥%hy. L believe that, given ti@
understsond of how understated this was, low he hed been really had, he just might
get Interested and do whetl have slways undersiood a Judge hes the power of doing
under thosscircumstances. AL least =2 put kim in e position to.

The criticism hes often been msede, somethines with truth, thet ths eritics
sre tails on Garrison'a kite. This is an oprorfubity to show cur independence without
in any wey undercutiing him. I think it is especiglly important for you beceuse you
have or had him on your board of directors. Non, with you his lawyer, this hayppens
&nd you -tend for it, you will never, otherwise, convince eanyone it iz not trus. If
he ghould lase or deport or conduct himcelf badly, you wil! by that be ruimsd. It 4s
also the chenee, then, to make 1% rossible for your orgesnizstion %o have the pos-
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sibility of getting started. More, however, while we have nothing to lose by e press
confersnce that gets no eattention, look how guch we have to gein - and who much your
committes in particuls r does. For you to hope to get golog, you h:ve to persumde
people thet you will be doing things. There is little likelilood of your coming

up witk what 1 already hsve end have given you free. A 1ittle attention to thet

and youbrhave s reputation. Although it iz my work, you understend thst 1t will
enure $o you. I think if you understsnd, as + know you do, thet thie i: the one
théng thag cannot do me sny personal good, that can only take th- edhe off my
writing end book({s), you understend my seriousnsss.

In such = press conference, save for guesticns that are ssked, we rese
trict ourselves to a few narrow and comprehensible Rizhlights. This =2rd the rew
area the chenged overtones put us in, make it poseible for ather things to flow,
For exemple, right now, this very minute, we hewe 2 formule thet eliminstes all
the political lisbllitypto the new administration by muking it a Clark rater
than a #arren or “ommission metter. With five of the seven membe rs Hepublicens, Nixon
is not about to clobber tis Commissiod, mow er later, If the wolws hew to be fed,
they can right now be fed the expendsbles. +n fact, there is now, for probably the
only time, the chance that the new sdmindsiration and particularly the new Attorney
General, not to be hurt and sble to get what they might regerd ss s bemefit,

In a2 different sres; in the politicml srss, we ere now whars we were
in court when buma got thet csll. Please do not have us in a couple of days or we-ks
lank back with regret. Ye cen now spply intelleetusl jude and turn ull thet haft
that will be snplied against us vack where 1% cams. ¥We wil: not mcon te sble to
expeet a duplication.

8n 2 sslfish tasis, with you trying to start @ lew practise, this should
be helpful rather thap burtful for y-u. It is more comprehensible then snvihing we
ean look forward to trying to mresehd, 12 so glgnifled end siznifiecent in content
that no ellent you would accept Would bs untagonized, s&nd othars who wigh’ not “now
about you ani be considering Washington counsel might just bs impressed, fZavorebly.

., &% this press conference we say, simply, that unlike the statemsnt by the
“¢ torney daneral, in famet, even his punel, %hst they "suppor:" the Werrem snd autopsy
raports, their work, limited acd entirely insdecuate as it was, destroys both., ¥We
cite as proof the suppressed knowledge thst thers wes metal in the area of ths
thorax and the perjury, that there was noney the wronz locabion of the Prasident's
wound, of which we say it cennot om any ground be excused snd iz fetal to the
Warren Report and its solution - end that knowing this thep penel ond the AG wers
Pirst silent =2nd then misinformed the people {in th: last significant set of the
outeoing 4G); thet there ie %111 suppressed what cinrot be, no guestion of gond
teste being invelved (my recuest for the memo of transfer, made 1/20 and sinee
never responded o despits repeated reguests; we sllege, I think but &c n~t instst,
that the penel was conwoked for cother than the ststed reeson, and that, with cuctes
trom Clark snd panel, they &id not werform thelir purpese =nd msde no pretense of
so doing; that the sccounia of the pictures amd Z-rsys do not siack up-st the wry
lesst some ere missing and moXe, we can now actount for more thun they ssy they
took. The shell geme with the pictures sheuld get sitention....In additien to ewry-
thing elss, this gives us a chsnce to resch the remeining Xemnedy people, poseibly
to %urn some on. It iz certainly the c¢nly chsnce we can expect to get & messape
to Teddy = snd I went toe.... Gotia get back to other wcrl. Flease see it ny wey snd
trye. I mss=ure you gou will regret i{ soomn if you do not.

gincerely,

PS b-ief and Xerox cams today Harcld Veisberg
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Deer “ou,

Bud phoned me this morning, early, to tell ms of the newest reverssl,
The ohe thing that is fixed snd firm is $het your office 1s not capable or making
end sticking to a decision {nothing personsl). He gave me somebody's mescage that
he ¢ry snd restrain me, That would be impossible snd he will mot attempt 1%, How=
ever, I tell you frenkly that tke restrein L impose upon myself lesves me in
doubt that it is the proper course. As I have tried to help you, so would I not
burt you., Despite all those tuings thst I cencot justify, I am still persuaded thet
Cley Shaw is @lay Bertrend. "ith s mind not corrupted by what is with such absndon=-
ment of resson has come to ba tmeown as the "lew” for by e grester essociation with
its practitioners, so lsrge e perfentage of whom are less féb for decent compay
then s worn-out whore) theh under other circumstences I would elset, this is enough
for me, I want & judicial determination of fact ond regret only that it hes elready
basn so inhivited, so pre-conditioned, perheps pre-determined, * fear thet what we
mey get may be muck less thanm this.

Enclosed is & copy of 8 letter I have written Yince. Had there 'men more
time, were I not so zick et this latest of the unendimg New Orlesns stupidities,
perhaps I'd beve writfen him more. If only you could have seen his inssne posturings
when he wes here the Sunday after I wes in New Orlesnsi He not only spoke and & cted
like 8 two-bit Museolini, hs went through identicel gesturings with his jewl He was
wildly irretional, obsessed with the idea he could control Jim, hsd waddenly gchiaved
en importence he bad never sarmed and otherwise could met, so much the center-stage
actor vho would milk every opportunity, strike every pose, be the truly greet men of
decision! I hsd anticipated some of what transpired, for as you know, * hawe long
rogerded him as parancid. To the degrse I could, I prepsred. I eyen arrengd for
Weeht to call me, as he was for snother parpose, at & time whem Yince, Sud and Tom
Ksten, who Vince had brought with him, to be part of the epnversation. As I knew
ke would, Wech$ spelled out exmetly what failing to g0 shesd would meen. ~o lef$ mo
doubt in Vince's mind or anyone else's, that the most urgent need was to prooeed
without delay. ‘e slso seid that if you did not, it wuld and should cost you the
axpert witnesses, wWho might therssfisr endsnger their reputations by continued
association with the office that hed for sc long becn clammoring for eccess fo the
sgoret materisls s2nd then refused to do the very littls recuired to get the most
eszential of them, But I did not, and I gues: it wes pot possibls to, enticlpate
gll of what ‘i.‘..nea foundzhimself capable. ;

If you people want tc destroy yourselfes, just continue %o listen to
Vince, I cannot think of & single thing he has done in this entire cese that wes
not wrong, Vhat I ssy 4in the enclose is no unkindness, Belicve me. His jJudecpment is
the worst + hsve even emcouhtered and his peremois the most prosyletizing.

_ I proleng %this interruption of work that casn have scme meaning ouly
beceuss + beliave, rgardless of whsther or net he pays the slightest attention,
Tim shouls have the enclosed imrediately. With the situetlon thet bas come to pass,
1 could not care less what he does or does not do., L memsly do this beceuse 1 :
believe it required of me. I urge you to discharge your own responsibility by giving
it to him 8s socn a8 you cun, “hat then heprems is bis effair and his responsibility.

Sincerely,

Hareld Veisberg



