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JFK investigation 

Comic in probe 
(continued from page 1) 

oddly enough—"To ask me to call Mr. John 
Abt in New York for him after six p.m." 
She added: 

"He gave a telephone number of an office 
in New York and a residence in New York." 

Abt, Oswald told her, "was an attorney 
he wanted to have." 

Who was John J. Abt? 
He was, according to the Congressional 

Record, one-time attorney in the Agricul-
tural Adjustment Administration, later chief 
counsel for the LaFollette . Civil Liberties 
Committee in the Senate and a special 
assistant to the US Attorney General. 

And, by_ the account in the Record, he 
was identified in "sworn testimony as a 
Communist and member of an . espionage 
group. 

He was in the Harold Ware cell of the 
Communist Party, the Record discloses to 
present-day Washington. Members of that 

cell included: 
Nathan Witt, AAA attorney; Lee. Press-

man, assistant general counsel for the.AAA; 
Charles Kramer of the AAA and the La-
Follette committee; Henry H. Collins Jr.-, of 
the National RecoverY Administration; (N 
RA); Victor Perlo of the NRA, Office' of 
Price Administration. (OPA) and the War 
Production Board (WPB), now a writer for 
the Communist Worker; Alger Hiss, who fell 
from government heights to prison, and his -brother, Donald, a Public Works Administra-.  
tion attorney. 

The Warren Commission Report 'simply 
described John J. Abt of New- York as an 
attorney, and said Mt was not in New York 
when Oswald sought to contact him. The 
Report added: 

Abt has testified that he at no time hacV. 
any dealings with Oswald ancrthat prior tot 
the assassination he had never, heard of I 
Lee Harvey Oswald." 
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