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September J,1l966

Dear !ir. Sokol,

When I @ot & lotter 1ike yours I'm torn from what I'm doing, 1 only 1n my
mind, snd sm tempted %o drop work and reply immedintely. It means much to
me to know thet thare are ss g§many of your generstion concernsd as 1 find in
gesctlons to my book unl personal enpearsnces,

The Burke show, I beliove, i the tuminz point, for it gave a perspective to
millions of people and wes @ kind of education to the medis peonle. As the
eppesrance of 'HITLTASH broke the publishing ice, so did that show, w#ith the
unrehesrsed and to ma nt leest unexecpted dramatic confrontation, chenge the
ettidude o the slectronic media. We heve elresdy teped & followup of =
difrerent cherscter thut will be sired within the enxt two wesks. Un it will

be Lane, Ssurage, 2 couragsous Texss weekly editor, T'emn Yones, Jr., &nd an
enimate snd atrisulete ssmplex of the abuse to which a fine intellect cen be
twisted, = history profes-or nemed Jacob -ohen, whose mind, unable to cope with
the #ull horror of what confronts 1%, slchemizes the unplessentness into totally
false fommlations thst slip unembarrassed from his mouth like bugds from an
infant. Because of your own knowledge of the fscts ol thi. cuse, ancourzge
you to pay close attentlon %o his cormments on this s ow. It will slso serve

to iniicste one of the failings of our society in bith the essgszination and
its inouest, =nd %o show whet we must guerd egsinst in the future for the
visbility of our society. The same station hes slrzedy toped Lane in an Alen
Burke show that will be telecast after this "specisl”.

| P

That e=n you do: I am often esked this question. I always ilnclude a leotter to
the sppropriste nationsl leglslators and newspapers. Terhsps the most important
thing you mentionad unprompted, informing others. These are two ways in which a
democratic society functions. Tere your sltustion othar thsn it is, I"d find
other tasks for you. I got & number of similar offers sfter the Burke sfow. I
heve aceeptad them from those in a position to do so-ething specific. Yor

i example, #2ni not intended for my wontinuing writing but for historie record,
lawyers sre peepering briefs on the recuirements of an autopsy end the legal
aapects of lart II of my book, Oasveld in the honds of public suthoritye.

TS

===

I can a2t the momnt give only an indefinite enswer to your informel invitetion
to spesl et your college. 1t is thet I would welcome the oprortunity 1f and when
I cen e=nd if it con be informsl, for L heve no time to prep» e speechos. Thus far
in those invitstions close to home that 1 heve eccepted, this has vorked out
well save for one problem: students, God blee- tham, prolong the nuestion period
well prst the allote’ time, Bacsuse I huva not yet crgonized sny spesking tour
and hnve no burean hsndlins 1%, I am ac-eptinz the fe's that are normelly given
: plus expenses. 4t the moment, I eamnot do snything for at least 8 month for I am
‘7‘": completing & sequel, Ona other thing I ask, because ol the naturs of the subdect
{3 thst a te-e rezordin- be msd: for me. Thank you very rmuch Tor your interest
and Tor tekins the time to write. Anything you see in the pspers that I amy not
pee here in the sountry son olse be of yelus, ii you cen send 1t.

' Sincerely,

Harold Velsberg
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