Variations Un = Th:ome About Russo

liy doubts about rerry Russo are in Oswald in New Orleans, explicit enough for
Sal Panzeea to have understood, which led him to tell me he had much on Russo they didn't
use, deeuing it not necessary. liobody ever paid attention to it and when L called it to
Carrison's attention, it is now apparent he also did nothing. The clue was in hie havi
en “Oswald" handbill at his Baton Rouge home wien a sportsuriter wae there from H.U. I
questioned liw about this a number of tiues, never getiing anything satisfactory baci.
He admitied he must bhave becn at cne of the distribuiions but clained he had no recol=
lection ol 1te if Lo Lug been and saved, he'd recull, so heeruld be lylngs *% is elso
possible tnet someone gave it to him, souciiing he'd algoe renamber, Oswald havin: soon
encugh becere a celebrity and not long tlheresfter the corpse of an infany. Ae scon ag
T had a chenee 5o Go a little superficial looking around I was full of them most serdouz
doubte about iin und one of the pessibilities that occurred is that he wes some ldnd
of plant. bow I digress. To get to the point.

Recently 1've pointed out a nuiber of narallels between Farewell Amcrica and a
coming book attributed to and ghouted for on Jose Muis Rouero. Both have this in com on3
a buwilt-in self-destruct. Heither can stand the root su erficlal analycis.

Exactly the same was true of Russc. My doubts prececded my first trip to .0

If Husso was a plant, it was by souwsone who knew and understocd Garrison very well,
It is also posuible that Yusso was off on lis oun gick and vwas of whe dnd that “arrison
would just so fore At every point, there is a special touch with the Russo story that
1 4dnk 16 a bit to sophisticated for hime Also in O in NO is the imposcibility that the
man he clains to have seen at Ferrie's was Oswald. He claims not to have knoun hin at
the e of the assassination but that he was introdiced as "keon", cxnetly vhat Odio
said, a bit too muche One could go through all of hies story this way and in each segment
there 1s so.wbidng like it, a rich sense of hwor indulyAng itself. bven picldng Sandra
foffitt to have been his coupmnion tiat ndght. When ¢he bore hin a basterd, their

relationship could not ue deubted, and with that and her criminal recorc for nrostitution
it cowla be asswied she'd make no real waves.

Thiy is the case with furevell Auecrica, perhaps tac wmost sluring exenplo bolng
the one-page description of the assassinatiocn, ure Garrison, from {thosu who claim they
were in coutact with one of ihe assassins in uexdco. So long a bouk, o Tirst-person
source and so litile on the crime? And that 1little, as with Russo'e story, exactly what
Garrdson wanted to hear? sanother is the gently-exaggerated flutery about Iazl Lane's
work in a fooutnote. another is the iacredible size of the «dlloged conspiracy, with an
elaborste structure for no owrpose, all for no purpose and allless thon amateurishe

Mhese thi s find their dupliczations in my earlier memos on Homero, frorn intervicwaa.

Or, the potrern iu tho saues Bach had a4 specisl=purpose tiding, and that of Homero
remaing wicloar. Watergate is one possibility.

There is a possible unifty purpose if one asls, "cul bono"? 41l can be saic to
gerve intelliigence intereais.

Rugso hngo long been out of my thinlding, Thio - twrmed to sdnd on realing Dymond's
cowss~exarination of Russo in Kirkiood, '

Earlier, I found myself wondering what thore is not jct erposed about the operation
of which Waterzate was part. There is closc to 10,000,000 in guexpleined fundse They
seem not to have been spent in no-nal campaign costs and I don b asswae they were used
for bribery. Zo, for what purpose rae they used or huve they bEcm used? Jith the Warh
Post the only paper with substential inierest, and with it seeming to ve supplicd often
enough with mor: than sufficient in leaks that have to coume from official sources, the
prospectes for roal digging on this story are not pood, anc iherc is cuch yet tc
be done on ite
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