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Russo Intelligent, Athletic 
and Likable, Say Friends 

Described as 'Radical' in 
Political Thinking 

Ferry It, Russo—the newest 
memb6r or a growing cast of 
characters in the Kennedy as- 
sassination probe—possesses a 
number of attributes any other 
American would envy: wide- 
ranging intelligence, athletical-
ly-sound body, likable person- 
ality, a far-reaching sense of 
humor, a host of friends and a 
thirst for politics. 

The one jarring exception: 
hisrdie.ajitical. stance. 
This, in capsuallri,l how 

Russo is described by his fel- 
low workers in Baton Rouge 
and his acquaintances in New 
Orleans. 

Russo, 25, was first linked 
publicly to District Attorne 
Jim Garrison's case two d s 
after the death of Davi' W. 
Ferrie on Feb. 22. At tha time 
he --told newsmen that errie 
had told him a mon before 
Kennedy's death that "we will 
get him and it won' be long." 

SAW PHOTO, W OTE DA 
Russo said he Id not take 

a n y of Ferrie 	statements 
about the assass' ation serious-
ly until he saw i errie's photo-
graph in a ne spaper during 
Garrison's cu ent investiga-
tion. he said h wrote Garrison 
on Feb. 24, rel- ing his contacts 
with Ferrie. 

A dark, int= se man, Russo 
lives with a y under brother in 
a white fram duplex near the 
Louisiana Stat University cam-
pus. He is c ently taking a 
course at 1.S in insurance un- 

tS

rwriting. 
Mrs. Elea r Durand, who 
es in the ther half of the 

uplex, descr 'es Russo as "a 
-ce young 	. He told us he's 
elping his younger brother 
rough high school." 
She said R sso and his broth-

er moved i to the duplex re-
cently. "La of young folks 
come in the and have a party 
once in a h' e," she said. 

BODYG RD, REPORT 
Mrs. Dur d said she under- 

stood from next-door neighbor 
that Russo ad a bodyguard as-
signed to h m. 

A fellow tudent, who refused 
to give h name, described 
Russo as 	"a real fine boy— 
a quiet ty e who is interested 
in politics. 

Russo, ho played for and 
managed everal local baseball 
teams, e oiled at Tulane uni-
v e r sit following graduation 
from a New Orleans high 
school. 	later transferred to 
Loyola 	versity of the South 
and was awarded a bachelor's 
degree 	political science in 
1964. 

"He's real fine guy, a hard 
orker and an intellectual," 
ays h supervisor at the 
quitab Life Assurance Corn-
any i Baton Rouge, where 
usso i employed as one of 10 
alesm . 
"He's a brilliant, but unpre-

dietabl guy. And a natural 
leader. In fact, he was a darn 
good st ategist and was always 
pulling tactical surprises when 
he wa managing a baseball 
team 	re," says a friend of 
Russo' who once played with 
the lat r's New Orleans Young 
Republ an team back in the 
summ= of 1963. 

Thou he leaned toward the 
an party in elections, 

usso 	e bed as waa,dircal 
inker by those who knew him. 

nd said he once saw 
'Cuba  _Pamphlets"  in Russo's _   

While attending Loyola, Russo 
lived alone in a three-room bun-
galo, situated next to his par-
ents' home in the eGntilly sec-
tion. 

"He can do anything he puts 
his mind to," said Pete Bar-
rouquere Jr., a fellow league 
baseball player. 

Barrouquere, a sports writer 
for The Times-Picayune, last 
saw Russo in the summer of 
1964, but met him for the first 
time in the spring of 1963 when 
Russo was organizing the Young 
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