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Russo Intelligent, Athletic |

Described as ‘Radical’ in
Political Thinking

EE? E! Russo—the newest
member of a growing cast of
characters in the Kennedy as-
sassination probe—possesses a
number of attributes any other
American would envy: wide-
ranging intelligence, athletical-
ly-sound body, likable person-
ality, a far-reaching sense of
humor, a host of friends and a
thirst for politics.

The one jarring exception:

his litical stance.
This, in capsule form, 18 how

Russo is described by his fel-
‘(low workers in Baton Rouge
and his acquaintances in New
Orleans.

Russo, 25, was first linked

ly until he saw
graph in a neyspaper during
Garrison’s ent - investiga-
tion. he said hef wrote Garrison
on Feb. 24, relafing his contacts
with Ferrie.

A dark, intense man, Russo
lives with a ygunger brother in
a whxte frame duplex near the

er moved ifto the duplex re-

Mrs. Durs d sa:d she under-

and Likable, Say Friends|

_|signed’ to hjn

‘lversity following graduation

stood from 4 next-door neighbor
that Russo had a bodyguard as-

A fellow $tudent, who refused

to give hjs name, described
Russo as 4 “a real fine boy—
a quiet type who is interested
in polities.

Russo, Who played for and
managed feveral local baseball
teams, enfolled at Tulane uni-

from a |New. Orleans high
school. later transferred to
Loyola Uhiversity of the South
and was awarded a bachelor’s
pohtlcal science in

.|galo, situated next to his par-

{his mind to,” said Pete Bar-

s a brilliant, but unpre-

of guy. And a natural
leader. fIn fact, he was a darn
good stfategist and was always
pulling Hactical surpnses when
ay managing a baseball
team Here,” says a friend of
Russo’y who once played with
the latter's New Orleans Young

f 1963.
he leaned toward the
y in elections,

ss0 15 de%rmibed as 3_sadi
]||. by thDSe who lﬂlq-mﬁﬁ:l

said he once saw
“Cuba ” in Russo’s

While attending Loyola, Russo
lived alone in a three-room bun-

ents’ home in the eGntilly sec-
tion
“He can do anything he puts

rouquere Jr., a fellow league
baseball player.

Barrouquere, a sports writer
for The Times-Picayune, last
saw Russo in the summer of
1964, but met him for the first
time in the spring of 1963 when

Russo was organizing the Young

-—



'ARCHIE

baseball team for
:_m odal Perry Roehm League.
-LOVING PERSON’

..mo § an oﬁmcEm_ fun-lov-
ing pelson,” recalls Bar-
rouquere, \continuing:

“He was\a bhit _.Ecwm&nﬂmzm
at times. I\saw him lose his
of times and he
than anyone

and uo&: A
lete.” .

Asked if Russo ever m
tioned President Kennedy or
politics in general during th
spring and summer

ICAL Hz POLITICS’
“T'd say Perry was a keen

W
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OF OUR CIVIC
AUDITORIUM /

4 COULDN'T BUY #%..
«eWITH ALL HIS
MILLIONS 77

WHY, HE'S LOADED/ )

HE BOUGHT
. THE AUDITORIUM /

in politics. When I visited his
g:m&os. he had ‘Fair Play for
hlets strewn among
ooks. He never said
er he was a member of
the pro-Castro group though.
“He made a statment once
that the Kennedys were starting
a political dynasty and he ex-
pressed concern about it. He
said the only way to beat Ken-

political student, but a radical

nedy was to kill him at the

polls. He was very interested in
the Republican Party and often
took an active interest in causes
he believed in. For instance, he
participated with Negro friends
in several sit-ins at lunch coun-
ters here.”

Barrouquere said it was in-
conceivable to him that Russo
would be deliberately deceiving
the world in his contention that

involving Clay Shaw, Lee Har-
vey Oswald and David Ferrie.
‘NO GLORY HOUND’

“He's no glory hound. I don’t
think he would make a thing

al to American Jaws and knows
the consequences of perjury.”

Meeting Russo several months
after the assassination, Bar-
rouquere said Russo expressed
the opinion that Kennedy’s

he heard an assassination plot

death made the United States

look “‘very bad” in the eyes of
the world.

like this up. Above all, he is loy-|
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